24 May 2019
Dear Parents
I am reminded of Virgil’s famous “fugit inreparabile tempus” when I realise that this Half Term is already upon us time has indeed flown by and so much has happened. However, this week, the school has been unusually calm
as Year 11 and Year 13 sit their public examinations. It has been a place of quiet purpose.
Despite this, on Wednesday, Year 13 students Hannah Whiterow, Amelia Little and 3 Channing alumnae,
Arabella Suchy (2010), Manon Gibbs (2018) and Hannah O'Donohoe (2018) travelled to Buckingham Palace to
receive their Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards from HRH The Earl of Wessex (with a very proud Ms Yun in
attendance!). I am told that everyone had a fabulous day out and also had the opportunity to hear experiences
from their allocated VIP, Andy Serkis. Well known for directing and his character, Gollum, in The Lord Of The
Rings, this inspirational individual also spoke of the challenges whilst on expedition to the Himalayas.
We are incredibly proud of our Duke of Edinburgh Programme here at Channing and the life skills that it
develops. All students who have attained Awards should feel proud of their achievements and I am grateful to
Ms Yun and her team for leading the DoE Programme with such energy, passion and commitment.

I have been particularly inspired this week as I have been reading through The Works by William Ellery Channing
in preparation for Founders’ Day 2019, which will mark the 134th anniversary of the founding of the school. A
job of the (Acting) Head is to select various texts from Channing’s large body of theological and philosophical
writing that form the core readings that are traditionally given on Founders’ Day. I can visualise a collective
yawn over North London as I write this but this is heady stuff. One of the most cited Channing quotes, which I

often refer to in school assemblies is that “Difficulties are meant to rouse, not discourage” and how significant is this
when one considers the pressures of contemporary life? I encourage the school community to reflect upon this
and other gems that I feel are as relevant today as they were in nineteenth century America.
William Ellery Channing was such an extraordinary individual and in some ways, was way ahead of his time by
espousing the causes of the oppressed. It is good to see that the key principles that he expounded - truth,
acceptance, free thinking and community action - are still as prevalent in the school community in 2019 as they
were when the school was founded in 1885. I look forward to talking more about this amazing individual’s
virtues on Founders’ Day. Please remember to request your tickets for Founders’ Day in good time as I am
reliably informed that the venues are filling up quickly.
Despite the fact that the weather is more temperate and the evenings lighter, please do remind your daughters
to take extra care and be vigilant whilst travelling to and from school. It is good practice to have these ‘safety
conversations’ regularly with our charges so that if they are placed in a challenging situation, they are more likely
to know what to do. We will also reiterate safety advice at school.
As we end this half term period, I would like to thank all my colleagues for their hard work and commitment
and for the extra time they give willingly to your children on a daily basis. I wish them, you and your families an
enjoyable Half Term, even though some of our students continue to revise for their examinations. We wish
them the best of luck.
With all best wishes,
Mr A J Underwood
Acting Head

Girls Enjoying Success
Sports News
Esther Davis (8 Sharpe) completed a 7 km mud run at Nuclear Races on Sunday and has so far raised over
£1500 for Refuge. A fantastic achievement and for such a great cause. Congratulations Esther and Mr Davis! If
you wish to make a donation, her Just Giving page is at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/esthermdavis

Netball
Well done also to Renee Shields (9W), Annabelle Lucas (9S) and Sienna Thompson (9W) who won the
Regionals with Sparks Netball Club during the Easter break. They have all qualified for the Nationals which will
be held this weekend in Worcester. We wish them the very best of luck!

Swimming
Well done to some of our Year 7 and 8 girls who competed at the recent London Regional Championships in
swimming. The London Regional Championship were held over two weekends at the London Aquatic Centre in
Stratford and Crystal Palace National Sports Centre.
●

Lily Waite (Year 7) received a bronze medal in the individual 50m butterfly; she also qualified for the
100m butterfly finals and came 7th

●

Sophie Bremen (Year 8) qualified for the finals in 200m breaststroke and came 8th

●

Eva Harris-Brown (Year 7) was first reserve for the 50m breaststroke finals and came 9th overall.

Music at Lunchtime
What better way to launch into 1/2 term than a Lunchtime concert organised by the girls themselves. Our Year
10's Yasmin Byng and Hattie Sumners organised, presented and sang (!) a 'Queen' themed concert inspired by
that infamous line up of Freddie Mercury, Brian May, Roger Taylor and John Deacon in the 70's. Our line up
included Scarlett Durling, Eliza Church, Emily Poncia, Anna Milsom, Eliza Goldstone, Katherine Sarfarty, Amelia
Frohlich, Asya Pendlebury and Eliza Rayment. And wow - what a treat we had! Classics such as 'Don't Stop Me
Now' - I dare anyone to try this when our students are in full command!- 'Bohemian Rhapsody’, 'You’re my
Best Friend', 'Love of my Life', 'We are the Champions', 'I Want to Break Free’ were performed. No one could argue
that they were NOT 'Doing all Right' when they launched into their final medley arranged by Abigail Ornadel.
Simply majestic!! Do join us for an 'All-comers' Friday 14 June. Happy 1/2 Term!
https://soundcloud.com/channing-school/lunchtime-concert-24-may-2019

LAMDA
We've had 2 LAMDA examiners in school this week over 4 days. Both examiners were effusive about how well
entertained they had been and how much they had enjoyed their days in Channing. Thursday's examiner praised
the girls for being "delightfully polite and respectful of each other, and so well prepared for the examination and so well
trained - a delight!". Of course we know how wonderful our students are, but it's nice to have the official
recognition and approval. Photographs and films of the LAMDA Showcases are available to see on Firefly: Drama
- LAMDA - Photographs & Films https://channing.fireflycloud.net/drama/lamda/photographs-and-films

News from the Junior School
Paradise Wildlife Park
Reception had a wonderful time on Friday during their visit to Paradise Wildlife
Park. We have been learning all about animals this half term, so we couldn’t wait to
explore the park and see which animals we would find. We saw lots of animals
including lemurs, camels, alpacas, penguins, meerkats, emus, Brazilian tapirs, zebras,
leopards and tigers, to name just a few! During the day, we went on the "RexExpress", which was a train journey through a land of dinosaurs. We had such a fun
day exploring, learning and playing.

1G visit Highgate Care Home
1G has a lovely trip this week to Highgate Care Home. They sung a range of song that they learnt in music,
favourites including ‘Oh I do like to be beside the seaside’ and ‘London bridge is falling down’. They then spent
time talking to the residents, and telling the stories they had written in English!

Sports News
The Y6 girls ventured to Devonshire House on Monday. With the surface of the wicket not being particularly
great for cricket, the girls had a hard game ahead of them. They got the opportunity to play a new version of
pairs cricket, normally they would start at 200 runs and would lose 5 runs every time they lost a wicket, instead
the girls started at 0 runs and for every wicket the bowler took, they gained 5 runs for their team. This version
focuses on positive play by the fielders. Whilst getting their head around the new game, the girls demonstrated
some excellent batting, fielding and bowling skills. Blue team batted second but lost 8 wickets, meaning they
finished on 95 runs and their opponents 145 runs for only 3 wickets. Green team bowled first and gave away
many runs to wide and no balls meaning they lost, 76 runs for 4 wickets and their opponents 110 runs for 3
wickets. Finally, Red team got their chance to play, they set the score of 101 runs and lost only 2 wickets, it
proved to much for Devonshire House as they could only reach 93 runs. Well done to all those involved.

Blue Team:

Green Team:

Red Team:

Cultural Diversity Day
Fairseat travelled far and wide on Tuesday as part of Cultural
Diversity Day. Each year group looked at a different culture
ranging from Mexico to Borneo. A vast array of activities took
place from making Guacamole to learning new dances and
creating watercolour Chinese dragons. Year 6M used Kahoot to
test their knowledge on India and it got very competitive, whilst
2M came out of school wearing Day of the Dead masks. We
finished our day by giving each girl the opportunity to share
something from her own culture.

Visiting Author: Jess Butterworth
On Tuesday, author Jess Butterworth visited Years 5-6 to talk about her new book, Swimming Against the Storm,
featuring a feisty heroine fighting to save her home in the Louisiana wetlands from rising sea levels. We were
enthralled by her stories of intrepid real life adventure, including cycling through the Himalayas, surprise
encounters with bears and snakes, and even a special meeting with the Dalai Lama. She used all these
experiences as material for her other two books, Running on the Roof of the World and When the Mountains
Roared. Jess also shared some great writing tips to inspire the girls to write stories based on their own travels.

Maths Week
It has been a busy week at Fairseat with everything shape themed. Here is a summary of whole school activities.
Please check Firefly for specific class work.
Monday 13
On Monday, the whole school has a visit from Professor Brainwaves. The girls were tasked with various shape
problems where they had to work as a team using the rods to build various shapes. Shapes ranged from cubes in
Key Stage 1 to octahedrons and tetrahedrons in Key Stage 2. There were some head scratching and plenty of
perseverance, as well as many light bulb moments!

Tuesday 14
On Tuesday, the House Captains gave the girls a challenge of describing a shape through a song, rap, riddle,
their bodies or any other creative way! The other girls had to guess which shape they were describing.

Thursday 16
On Thursday, the Year 6 girls made a selection of fantastic maths trails around the school. The girls were busy
following clues and working in groups to answer questions.
Friday 17
We ended the week with shape dress up! Some of the girls wore shapes on their clothes, and some were more
creative and dressed up something that is a shape! What a fabulous end to the week!

Music News
Over at the Junior School, (or rather Founders' Hall on this side of the road) the Year 4's proved what
wonderfully talented bunch of girls that year group is. A very warm Thursday evening saw a packed and
appreciative audience treated to individual performances that varied from Flute, Violin, Viola, Cello, Trombone,
French Horn, Clarinet, Piano, Harp and, a first for Channing, the Tabla. Well Done girls - a truly impressive
evening. Such confidence and poise and oh! so young!

MFL News
As part of the Adelante Strategy, last Friday, Year 6 pupils were lucky enough to visit our Spanish friends at
Vicente Cañada Blanch School on Portobello Road.
We were greeted on arrival by the school mascot, 'Blanquito' then treated to some delicious 'chocolate con
churros'.
Activities included an opportunity to make 'claveles' and 'abanicos' following Spanish instructions, lunch with our
hosts and a game of basketball where only a touch of friendly rivalry was displayed!
It was a fantastic day and a lovely insight into the life of London's Spanish School.

Alumnae: Throwback
Thursdays
@ChanningSchool students are now in the
midst of their A level and GCSE exams, so to
wish them good luck on #ThrowbackThursday
here is a photo of a Channing pupil celebrating
her success in 1996!
#GirlsEnjoyingSuccess @GSAUK

Curry Ball
Curry Ball Championship 2018/19!

Curry Ball will return to Channing for one last time this academic year, on Tuesday 9 July 2019 from 6:45
- 8pm on the MUGA (Multi Use Games Area).
For those who have not yet had a chance to take part, this event is held once a term at the Senior School for
fathers who like to meet up, play football and enjoy a curry at a nearby restaurant.
All fathers are welcome to join, whether newbie or veteran(!). It's a great atmosphere and a fun way for all to
get involved in the Channing community.
For those of you who have expressed an interest in attending the meal afterward, this will take place at Kiplings
in Highgate, at 8:15/8:30pm. For £25, you can choose any starter*, any main course dish*, which will come with
rice and naan bread to accommodate all diners, as well as a bottle of beer or glass of wine (* excludes king
prawns).
I look forward to seeing you all.
Should you wish to join the next match on 9 July, please complete this short google form and the
Development Department will contact you with further details nearer the time.

Should you have any queries in the interim, please do not hesitate to contact Jade Francis in the Development
Office on the details below.
T: 020 8340 2328
E: development@channing.co.uk

Instagram
Channing School has launched an Instagram page as an additional way to keep in touch with all the great things
going on the school. If you would like to follow please visit: https://instagram.com/channing_school

Parking Reminders

Week Ahead
27 - 31 May Half Term
Monday 3 June
School Returns
Year 10 French Orals
12.25 - 19.30 Young Enterprise London Final

Tuesday 4 June
18.00 Budapest Briefing, Founders’ Hall

Wednesday 5 June
Year 10 French Orals
17.00 - 19.00 Year 10 - 13 Careers Trip; Rothschild & Co - work insight evening

Thursday 6 June
Friday 7 June
12.15 - 13.30 11 Pupils from Year 9/10 Science Teen Tech
13.00 Music at Lunchtime

