Dear Parents
I was very proud of the Year 6 girls for leading our
Harvest Festival assembly this morning. They
enthusiastically recited poems, told us about traditions
from around the world, acted out historical myths and
even did a couple of raps.
Due to this unprecedented time, we may not all be able
to sing together in the hall but the pre-recorded films of
the girls in their bubbles singing ‘Lord of the Harvest’
and my favourite, ‘Cauliflowers Fluffy’ brightened up our
morning as we tapped our feet and swayed to the tune.
Thank you to Miss Pepper for organising this interesting
and colourful assembly!
Thank you for your generous donations. If you have not yet been able to add to the Harvest collection, but
would like to, we are still collecting donations until Wednesday. I am sure that all donations will be very
much appreciated at a time when many people and families are struggling.
Virtual School Policy

Due to the importance of implementing a Virtual School Policy,
rather than sending out a survey, we have greatly reflected on
feedback from parents, staff and pupils following the period of
Remote Learning.
Our new policy outlines how the excellent education and pastoral
care for the girls will continue if they are self-isolating and well
enough to complete school work, a teacher is self-isolating and is
well enough to complete school work and what will happen if we
need to send a year group bubble home.

Please see this document to read more about this: JS Virtual School Document. We will, of course,
continue to review this to ensure that the girls are receiving the outstanding provision whether they are at
school or at home.
‘Meet the Head’ Virtual Event for Year 6 Parents- Thursday 8 October at
5pm
On Thursday 8 October, we will stream a live session at 5.00pm, where Mrs Hughes, our
new Headmistress, will introduce herself to you and talk about her vision for the school.
This will be followed by a Q&A where she and I will be available to answer any questions.
The talk will be via this link: https://www.channing.co.uk/year-6-live-talk/.
Covid19 Update
As you know, we had our first case of confirmed Covid19 over the weekend. We have been very fortunate
to have navigated the first four weeks of term without any cases, but have always known that such a
situation was likely to occur. I would like to thank you for your support and understanding, especially the

parents we spoke to on the phone whose daughters are now self-isolating. The constant reviewing and
running through our plans in case of a positive test, certainly put us in good stead.
To ensure that we can follow our plans if and when the need arises again, please log into Schoolbase and
ensure that your daughter’s personal details including emergency contact numbers, addresses and medical
information are correct. This will enable us to contact you swiftly by text and/or email if necessary.
I can’t quite believe that it will be half term in two weeks time. If you are considering a trip away (lucky
you), please be mindful of the Government Quarantine List and think carefully about countries that may be
added to the list before booking anything which could result in an avoidable two-week quarantine period.
Scarves, Hats and Gloves
As the weather has changed, the girls have started to wear scarves, hats and gloves to keep them warm.
Please can these be plain black, brown or Channing blue. Although we will no longer be selling the branded
pink accessories, it is currently fine for the girls to wear these.
Year 3 Forest School Celebration - Friday 9 October
Mrs Done is excited to invite the Year 3 classes to their belated Forest School Celebration. It will take
place on Friday 9 October. Please send your daughter into school ready for Forest School in her
waterproofs and wellies/old trainers, with a change of shoes and clothes in a bag; we have spare
waterproofs if required. The girls will not need their uniform as it is an all day event. Please also provide a
mug for hot chocolate and a water bottle as usual.
Year 2 Trip to The Florence Nightingale Museum
Year 2 will be visiting the Florence Nightingale Museum after half term.
The museum will be exclusively booked for our classes. 2M will be going
on Tuesday 3 November and 2E on Wednesday 4 November. We will
be travelling by coach, leaving school at approximately 9am and
returning around 2pm. Please complete the Google form by clicking on
the link to r equest a packed lunch for your daughter and/or to express
your interest in supporting as a group leader on the day: Year 2 Florence Nightingale Museum Trip.
Extra-curricular Clubs Programme
We are very excited to be able to continue to provide a range of after-school clubs to girls from Years 1 6 in the next half-term. After careful review of our provisions, alongside Government guidance, we will not
be running external clubs for the second half of the Autumn Term. However, we will continue to offer the
opportunity for your daughter to attend a club led by a member of the Junior School staff.
The clubs will continue as they have been; running as usual for the full term. The clubs are offered to
individual year groups so that children remain within their ‘bubble’ for the session. Each club can have a
maximum of 20 girls, with the exception of Year 3 Recorder Ensemble (15 girls) and Year 4 Mixed
Instrumental (10 girls). The dismissal location for each form will be the same as their morning drop off and
afternoon pick ups at the following times:
● Years 1 - 4: 4.00PM
● Years 5 & 6: 4.10PM
Girls in Years 1 and 2 will attend ‘Waiters’ before their clubs begin, which will be held in their classroom.
We are thrilled to be able to offer some additional clubs next term. The table below outlines the
Extracurricular Clubs Programme, which will be followed from Monday 2 November.

Sport
Mrs Jarman and Miss Bolton will be running a morning Cross Country session for Years 5 and 6 (please see
days and times below for each year group). If your daughter is interested in joining either the Year 5 or 6
Cross Country Club, please email jspe@channing.co.uk stating your daughter’s name and year group.

Music
Miss Pepper will be offering a Year 5 Instrumental Club (please see day and time below). Please note that
Year 6 Vocals has been moved to a Monday lunchtime so will no longer take place on a Wednesday after
school. The girls already participating in this will automatically be involved if they choose to continue. In
both instances, if your daughter is interested in joining the new Year 5 Instrumental Club or the new
lunchtime Year 6 Vocals, please email juniormusic@channing.co.uk stating your daughter’s name and year
group. Please note that due to the necessary limit on numbers, girls who participated last year will be given
precedent. After that it will be first come, first served!
Please note: if your daughter already attends a club, she will remain in this club for the next
half term.
As with all of the current protocols and procedures, our clubs provision is constantly under review. We
hope to have even more excellent clubs on offer for the Spring Term; more information about this will
follow later in the term.
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Thursday

Year 2
3.30PM - 4.00PM

Year 5
3.40PM - 4.10PM

Tennis

Cricket

Cosmic Yoga

Art Club

Changed: Y
 ear 6:
Vocal Ensemble
(12.30PM - 13.00PM)

Year 5: Vocal Ensemble
(3.40PM - 4.30PM)

New: Y
 ear 5 Cross Country
Waterlow Park (8.00AM - 8.30AM)
Year 3
3.30PM - 4.00PM

Year 6
3.40PM - 4.10PM

Athletics

Football

Team Building Games

Scrabble Club

Year 3: Recorder Ensemble
(3.30PM - 4.15PM)

New: Y
 ear 5:  Mixed Instrumental
(3.40PM - 4.30PM)

New: Y
 ear 6 Cross Country
Waterlow Park (8.00AM - 8.30AM)
Year 1
3.30PM - 4.00PM

Year 4
3.30PM - 4.00PM

Team Games

Cross Country

Storytelling and Crafts

Book Club

Drama Through Stories
Year 4: Mixed Instrumental
(3.30PM - 4.15PM)
Year 6:  Mixed instrumental
(3.40PM - 4.30PM)

Careers Education
Ms Pavlopoulos, our Head of Careers, is thankful to the many parents who have
already contributed to our Careers Programme. If you are willing and able to
share your experience with our girls (virtually for the moment), please complete
this Short Form or e-mail careers@channing.co.uk
European Day of Languages
On Tuesday 29 September, we celebrated the 2020
European Day of Languages. The girls enjoyed
international songs in assembly, followed by an array of
activities, including learning greetings and writing menus
in different languages. The girls in Year 5 created digital
fact files about European countries and a small number
of pupils in 5S made some delicious European treats
including Russian Sushki biscuits, Dutch Beschuit toast
and Portuguese Molotof. In the afternoon, the girls
delighted in watching a film featuring excerpts from
pupils, teachers, Miss Hamalis and even our
Headmistress, Mrs Hughes all speaking in different
languages. You can watch the film on Firefly. ¡Muy bien
hecho todos! Thank you to Miss Glennon for organising
this brilliant day!
National Poetry Day
Wow! What a wonderful celebration of poetry on Thursday, which was National
Poetry Day. The girls had a fabulous time reading, performing, writing and
illustrating some amazing poems. By the end of the day, the school reception area
was covered in colourful paper tags of mini poems or poetic phrases written by all
the children and adults in the school!
As part of the celebrations, we launched an exciting competition, so do remind
your daughters to enter. Prizes will include a poetry book and will be announced
after half term...
● Reception and Key Stage 1 Challenge: illustrate the poem 'What is
Pink?' by Christina Rossetti. A copy of this can be found on each class Firefly page. The girls
need to hand in their artwork to their Form teacher (name and class on the back).
● Key Stage 2 Challenge: perform a poem of their choice, record their performance and upload
it here. Or W
 rite a poem on the theme of ‘Vision’.
The girls need to give their entries to their Form teacher or upload them here. The deadline for all entries
is Friday 16 October. For inspiration, the girls can visit the wonderful Children's Poetry Archive here.
Good luck!
Primary Mathematics Challenge
Our Year 5 and 6 pupils will once again participate in The Primary Mathematics
Challenge (PMC) after half term, so please encourage your daughters to complete the
practise papers which will be coming home for homework over the coming weeks.
The PMC is a fun and exciting mathematical challenge, devised to enable pupils to
develop their reasoning skills whilst being encouraged to think outside the box. The
questions asked are not necessarily subjects that have been covered in the curriculum
by this time, but the questions can create a great starting point and lead to discussions later in the year.

The PMC questions are not heavily reliant on formal mathematical knowledge, but can be solved by logical
reasoning. We wish all of our pupils in Year 5 and 6, good luck!
#MusicMatters

Whilst it has been lovely to get back into the swing of real live music lessons
again this term, we are continually having to find ways of adapting. Writing in
individual notebooks is not Covid 19 protocol friendly so please do read the
following carefully.

● For Parents of Year 1 String Players:
The String teachers intend communicating what needs to be practised, etc via a Firefly page. Using the link,
click on the relevant instrument tab from this page: https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/key-stage-1-1
Once you are on your page (e.g. violin/viola/bass), you should be able to find your daughter's designated
notes.
● For Parents of Year 2 String Players
As above. Using the link click on the relevant instrument tab from this page:
https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/key-stage-1-1 This is where your daughter’s lesson notes from each
lesson will be, for you and your daughter to use to help practise during the week. It is also possible for
your daughters to comment on the notes, perhaps to say how many days of practice have been completed
that week, if there was anything particularly tricky, or something they worked really hard at. Then this can
be discussed in the next lesson.
● For Parents of Years 3, 4 5 and 6 Instrumentalists
The teachers have/are in the process of setting up a Google Classroom for each of their pupils. Your
daughter will be able to access this at home, and she should see her ‘instrumental' class when she logs on.
This is where her lesson notes from each lesson will be for you and your daughter to use to help practise
during the week. It is also possible for your daughters to comment on the notes, perhaps to say how many
days of practice they have done that week, if there was anything particularly tricky, or something they
worked really hard at. Then this can be discussed in the next lesson.
Please note, any parental queries about music should continue to be sent the usual way, via:
juniormusic@channing.co.uk
Spotlight on Sport
The girls in Year 6 have been developing their football skills. They
have looked at: different types of turns, how to take a ‘throw on’
without causing a foul and have even learned the difference between
a volley and a half volley. Miss Bolton has been very impressed with
the skills the girls have demonstrated in class and believes the Year 6
girls could give the England Ladies Team a run for their money!

Polite reminder: Following the continuous rain last week, please
remind your daughter
to have both her uniform
and PE kit, as well as spare underwear and socks in school on the
days she has PE lessons. We will remain outside rain or shine. For all
PE enquiries email: jspe@channing.co.uk
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
Well done to Nina Grosman (1P) who, as part of this term's learning in Science
about the human body, built a 110cm model of the human body of over 100 pieces with
some help from her sisters Maya (9SP) and Lara (7C). Nina nicknamed her creation
‘Mr Bones.’
Y6 Roles of Responsibility
Well done to:
Termly Roles
●
Head Girls:  Anouschka B & Elena S

●
Waterlow House Captains: Coco C & Imogen P
●
Spears House Captains: Imogen B & Zoe G
●
Goodwin House Captains: Edie C & Chloe N
●
Sharpe House Captains: Neve C & Esme C
Yearly Roles
●
School Council: Anouschka B & Ekta A
●
Sustainability Officers: Kitty W & Serrana B
●
Charity Champions: Nia H, Emily Gr, Edith J & Avishag T
●
Digital Leaders: Emily Gi & Zaina D
●
Library Leaders: Kira K, Chileshe G, Ellie S & Cayetana B-F
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Cici C (RB) for using her phonic sounds to write a sentence independently.
● Clarice T (RB) for using her phonic sounds to write a sentence independently.
● Lorna L (RB) for using her phonic sounds to write a sentence independently.
● Helena S (2M) for her support and kind words to her friends in the playground.
● Mimi C (2M) for thoughtful explanations of the moral of the story at the end of traditional
tales.
● Aurora V (5S) for bringing in Sushki biscuits for her class to share on the European Day of
Languages.
● Eliana P (5S) for making a Greek biscuits for her class to share on the European Day of
Languages.
● Josie E (5S) for making butter cookies from Denmark, for the class to share on the European
Day of Languages.
● Luna T (5S) for making a Portuguese dessert for her class to share on the European Day of
Languages.
● Matilda F (5S) for making pastries for the class to share on the European Day of Languages.
● Simran S (5S) for bringing in Beschuit toasts for her class to share on the European Day of
Languages.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School
Channing Girls Enjoying Success

DATES
OCTOBER
Mon

5

Harvest Festival Assembly

Tuesday

6

Virtual Open Morning: https://www.channing.co.uk/admissions/virtual-open-days/

Thursday

8

Meet the Head Virtual Event for Y6 Parents - see information above

Wednesday

14

Virtual Open Morning: https://www.channing.co.uk/admissions/virtual-open-days/

Friday

16

Non Uniform Day/Charity Day: details to follow from our Charities Coordinator,
Miss Snowdowne & the Charity Champions

Mon - Fri

19 - 30 Half term

November
Tuesday

3

Flu vaccinations - details to follow from the School Nurse

Tuesday

3

Virtual Open Morning: https://www.channing.co.uk/admissions/virtual-open-days/

Tues - Weds

3-4

Year 2 Trip to The Florence Nightingale Museum - see information above

Thursday

26

Virtual Parents Evening - details to follow

