16 October 2020
Dear Parents
It won’t surprise you that I am starting my last Word from the Head before half term as I
started my first communication with you as Headmistress, back in mid-August: with an update
on Covid-19. I remain enormously thankful, and in no way complacent, that we have made it to
half term with no cases of Covid-19 among our pupils and just one for a member of our visiting
music staff. This confirms to me once again that, as Christine Jardine MP put it in Prime
Minister’s Questions on Wednesday afternoon, ‘unprecedented doesn’t have to mean
impossible’. Everyone in the school community has played their part in keeping us safe and I
thank my splendid colleagues for their unstinting efforts throughout the last six weeks, our
wonderful pupils for their willingness to abide by new rules and restrictions in school, and to
you for supporting us at home.
Our ability to operate the school safely over the last six weeks, while enjoying so many of the
features which make a Channing education what it is, makes the news that London will move to
the High tier of Covid-19 restrictions from tomorrow harder to bear. I know that for many of
us and you it means that we will no longer be able to enjoy all of the half term plans we had
made. If you are not yet aware of what the Tier 2 or High restrictions mean for you and your
family, you can read the Government guidance here. Please rest assured that school will
reopen as usual on Monday 2 November, as long as we have not had any other restrictions
placed on us before then. I’d also just like to add here a reminder that all students need to
come to school with face coverings and, if possible, it is a good idea to keep a spare in their
bag.
Unfortunately I also need to use this week’s Word from the Head to reiterate a recurring
theme: parking. I have written to you already this half term to ask you to be considerate of our
neighbours when dropping off or picking up your daughters. I know it is not always easy to find
somewhere safe to pull over and wait, but I thought I might underline how much it matters by
sharing with you verbatim part of a complaint I received this week from one of our neighbours:

In recent weeks there have been numerous occasions upon which inconsiderate
and frankly selfish parents picking up their children from your school have blocked
my and other driveways in Cholmeley Park.[...]

Apart from the inconvenience it displays an arrogance and disregard which I am
sure you wouldn’t want advertised broadly as the sort of parents you attract to the
school. I had one woman block my drive completely for 20 minutes last week. Is
this really the sort of person you want as a ‘client’?
I know that it is not your intention to create this kind of reaction from our neighbours so I
would ask you respectfully once again to please consider carefully where you are parking when
you drop off and pick up your daughter at school.
However, that’s not the note I want to end on this week: there is so much else to talk about
across the school! As proof of this, I hope that you have all received your copy of the School
Magazine which was posted to you direct from the printers on Wednesday this week, rather
than coming home via your daughter. It’s a fabulous celebration of the 2019-20 academic year:
please do take the time to read it. My thanks to Mrs Devine for masterminding its production.
Unfortunately a fire alarm has just stolen the last of the time I had set aside to finish today’s
letter to you and I can’t add the other things I was going to say, about the Year 10 drama I
attended on Wednesday, the mufti day I have enjoyed on both sides of the road today, and so
much more... Ah well - you will have to make do with the pages that follow and detail some of
the wonderful events and successes around school this week.
Finally as we break for half term I wanted to let you know that one of our School Nurses,
Chantal Cooper, is retiring today after working here for 11 years. She has been a very
important member of the Channing team, offering nursing and pastoral support to students,
parents and staff. She is hoping to spend time visiting her daughter who lives in New Zealand,
once Covid permits. She leaves with our love and best wishes: we will miss her.
And so to wish all of you the restful, safe half term we all need. I look forward to seeing the
girls back on Monday 2 November. Until then, my very best wishes.

Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

Girls Enjoying Success
Science News
This week Year 7 have been using stop-animation software on their iPads to produce
animations that show the audience how to prepare a microscope slide and how to use a
microscope. There have been some brilliantly creative ideas, and more to come. Well done,
girls!

Chemistry News
Last term, seven Year 12 students participated remotely in the C3L6, or Cambridge Chemistry
Challenge. The competition aims to stretch and challenge students interested in chemistry, and
provides an excellent experience for anyone considering taking their studies in this subject
further. Set by an experienced team of teachers and university chemists, it is designed to be
accessible to Year 12 students, but takes them well beyond the syllabus and encourages them
to think about science in the way that they would at university. The Chemistry department
would like to congratulate Naishah Karim, Bella Lowe and Khadija Rehman, who gained
certificates of participation and Tony Benkert, Lara Simler, Gabbi Shahmoon and Annika
Woodward who gained copper awards. Well done!
MFL News
Linguist of the Month
The MFL Department would like to congratulate Lily
Murray on being Linguist of the Month. A talented student
of both French and Spanish, she has made a superlative start
to her IGCSE courses. ¡Enhorabuena! Félicitations!

Business Language Champions
Linguists in Years 7 & 8 have been tasked with making a film focusing on a city or town in a
country where Spanish, French or German is spoken for a competition run by Business
Language Champions. The best videos will be selected and sent off after half term. We hope
very much that Channing creativity will be justly rewarded!
Art News
In the absence of end of year exhibitions last year the Art department have curated an
exhibition of retrospective Year 11 works, created in response to a visit to the Barbican and
Museum of London Docklands. This shows a wide range of responses to the subject and was
part of a project entitled 'City Life'. This is in the Ark Gallery until the end of term and you can
take a guided tour here: Gallery Video.
Music at Teatime
It was the turn again of our Year 7-9 students to entertain us at the last Music at Teatime
before half term. Elizabeth Berry-Roe sang ‘Spring is coming’ by Handel. It wasn't just the
wonderful poised performance of this new Year 7 that blew us away but her amazing optimism
- singing about spring and birds and blossom as the sky darkened outside and the heavens
opened, approaching October half term! Love it! Alexa Lewis-Banks enchanted us with her
lyrical performance of Chanson Triste by Tchaikovsky on the violin.
Maika Pastrana-Yanase then gave the first of two performances of what are possibly some of
Debussy's most well known piano compositions. The 1st Arabesque positively twinkled with
her delicate touch. Elizabeth Shepherd followed this with ‘Claire de lune’. What an assured,
mature and elegant performance this was. Truly memorable. We were awakened from our
reverie by Evie Morris who with Voice and Bass Guitar performed her own composition ‘The
Queen of the Red Banshees’. Far from being ‘a silver who can emit a highly enhanced
destructive and deafening scream of a high amplitude' there was never any doubt that she was
in charge - fabulous. Do listen again, you are in for a treat.
https://soundcloud.com/channing-school/sets/music-at-teatime-ys7-9-friday-9th-october-2020

Drama News
This week GCSE Drama students in Year 10 completed
their Component 1 Assessment: Devised Drama, using
the theatrical techniques of Steven Berkoff. Students
presented work that ranged from surreal and comedic, to
disturbing and dark; AI, The Butterfly effect and The
Great British Bake Off are just a taste of the topics
covered! Their grasp of ‘Total Theatre’ where actors
create everything - sounds, objects and locations - with
their physicality and vocal skills, was impressive to watch.
Similarly their first foray into using mime in performance
(a challenging skill to master) and creation of exaggerated
and grotesque caricatures made for an engaging evening.
Well done to all involved!

Supporting Oxford and Cambridge Applications
As you may be aware, last year eight Channing students secured places at Oxford and
Cambridge to study subjects ranging from Natural Sciences to History of Art. As part of their
preparation, they benefited greatly from the opportunity to have mock interviews with a
number of members of the Channing community.
This year, we have eighteen students applying for a wide variety of courses. These are:
● History
● Geography
● Human, Social and Political Sciences
● Archaeology and Anthropology
● Politics, Philosophy and Economics

●
●
●
●
●

Law
Classics
Modern Languages (French and Spanish)
Natural Sciences and Biology
Experimental Psychology and Psychology and Behavioural Sciences

If any of you might be willing to help this year’s candidates with their interview skills Anna
Kennedy, the Oxbridge Coordinator, would be very glad to hear from you. If you have an
academic background in one of these areas, or relevant professional subject knowledge, and feel
that you would be able to give up some time during the week of 9th November between 3pm
and 6pm in order to conduct a 20 minute mock interview online, please email
akennedy@channing.co.uk.

News from the Junior School
Year 3 News
Sadly, so many of our travel plans have been cancelled recently but it didn't stop the intrepid
travellers of Y3 exploring Abu Dhabi, Berlin and Canterbury as part of our RE studies. The
lesson allowed the girls to venture inside cathedrals and mosques to see how many different
features they could identify. We are definitely hoping to 'travel' by VR again soon.

House Competition
This week the Junior School hosted its first inter house competition day of the year. The whole
school took part and competed in events that would have traditionally been included in Sports
Day. Javelin, hurdles, the obstacle race, netball/football shooting and of course the bean bag
relay all featured in the day's festivities.

The girls arrived at school proudly wearing their house colours and the building was abuzz with
excitement from start to finish. All of the girls participated in true Channing style with grace
and dignity...and a determination to succeed.
Great fun was had by all. Please click here to see the girls in action.
The final results are as follows:
1st Place - Waterlow
2nd Place - Goodwin
3rd Place - Spears
4th Place - Sharpe
We look forward to hosting our next day in December.

Teaching & Learning News
Sometimes, it can be hard to know how best to help your child, especially in difficult
circumstances. Mr Boardman recommends a blog post by Inner Drive: 10 things parents can do
to help their child in 2020. T
 here are many ways parents can help their child to thrive in their
learning and improve their well-being. This blog post offers 10 tips to help keep your child
happy, healthy and achieving in 2020. It also explores the research behind some of the ideas and
suggestions.

Alumnae News
As we celebrate World Food Day today, we would like to
share an extract from the first issue of the Channing Times,
published on 9 October 1992, in which it recalls the Harvest
Festival celebrated at Channing.

Channing Association
Invitation to the Channing Association AGM
The Channing Association's virtual AGM will take place on Thursday 12th November at 7pm.
The meeting reviews the CA activities so far this year. The agenda is attached here and we'll
send out joining instructions for Zoom early next term.
If you'd like to join us for the AGM please us know by email info@channing.co.uk

