Dear Parents
One of my treasured children’s books is ‘Alice in Wonderland’. As you know, flamingoes are one of my
favourite animals and I love a good tea party! And today, I feel like the Cheshire Cat as we now have: eight
new fantastic light and spacious classrooms and a meeting room, as well as outdoor learning and play areas
for Early Years, Year 1 and the other classrooms on the ground floor. Yay!
We are now busy planning the classroom moves from the Bluebell and Fuschia temporary buildings back
into the main Fairseat building. By the end of term, Year 3 will move into two of the new classrooms on
the ground floor which will enable the Music Room and Library to move back to the Stable Block and for
the Pavillion, currently the Munker (Music + bunker) to be used for PE
and Forest School. Reception on the lower ground floor and Y6 on the
first floor will be in their new classrooms after the holidays and then Y5
will also move.
I will, of course, continue to keep you informed and include more
photos so you can see what the new spaces are like. I cannot wait for
the day to be able to welcome you onsite; however, in the meantime,
once the girls have settled, I also plan to film a tour.

Inspiration
It can be challenging at times being the Head of the Junior School especially during these unprecedented
times. However, the girls always put a smile on my face with their energy and enthusiasm in all that they
do. I always enjoy my interactions with them: when they proudly tell me about their Girls’ Enjoying Success
nominations, during assemblies, when I pop into lessons, during the Reception tea parties and when they
knock on my door to offer me a birthday cupcake or just to say hello.
I am also inspired by the staff and their many
talents. If you didn’t see Mr Fellows, our
brilliant Art and DT Coordinator on Sky
Arts ‘Portrait Artist of the Year’, I would
highly recommend it: PAOTY . I know many
of the girls tuned in as they have been telling
me all about it. E
 lise (1M) was so inspired
that she also completed her own portrait of
Sian Clifford.
Covid Concerns
As you would have read in the letter(s) I sent over the weekend, we had to close down a bubble for the
first time. We have been lucky to have navigated the term thus far with limited cases. As you know, we
have been preparing for this eventuality and will continue to support the Year 6 girls at home whilst they
are self isolating following our: Virtual School Policy. Additionally, our Visiting Music Staff (VMS) will be in
contact with Y6 parents to arrange the girls’ individual music lessons via Google meet. These will take place
during the school day as they would under normal circumstances.T
 he Y6 girls need to self-isolate until
Friday 4 December and we look forward to them returning to school - if they are well - on Monday 7
December in time for a much anticipated Channing Christmas.
Please can I remind you that it is imperative that you contact the School immediately regarding any Covid
concerns and/or information. Please don’t contact other parents with incorrect or partial information or
assumptions as this causes unnecessary anxiety at a time when we all need to be supporting one another. It
is particularly important if your daughter tests positive for Covid-19, that you don’t contact other parents
until we have had a chance to speak with you, carry out an investigation as required and contact the DfE
Covid Helpline. We will, of course, then contact parents regarding our next steps.
Reception - Y4 Meet the Headmistress and Q&A
On Wednesday 25 November we will stream a live session at 5pm where Mrs Hughes, our new
Headmistress, will introduce herself and talk about her vision for the school. This will be followed by a Q&A
where she and I will be available to answer any questions. On the day, you will be able to click on the link to
watch the prerecorded films, read the information and find the link for the live Q&A: Reception - Y4
Virtual Parents’ Evenings
Our first Virtual Parents’ Evening will take place this week on T
 hursday 26
November from 4.20pm until 7.00pm. All parents will be able to speak to teachers
virtually via a Google Meet. A PDF file will be sent via email, containing the Google
Meet links for each Form and Specialist teacher. Please click on the correct link at
the time of each of your confirmed appointments and wait for the teacher to admit
you to the meeting. Thank you in advance as we all navigate this new means of
conducting multiple meetings online.
Should there be any technical difficulties for any reason which cause virtual meetings to be interrupted, the
teachers will contact you via telephone at the time of confirmed appointment/s.

In order to prevent unnecessary awkwardness and/or embarrassment, please remember to address
members of staff by their title and surname.

The booking system closed at 8pm on Friday 20 November. If you have not yet secured an
appointment with your daughter’s form teacher, please contact the office.
Please note that the appointments made with the Junior School Librarian, Ms Jupp, will be for reading advice
and book recommendations rather than feedback about your daughter’s reading.
Late Owls will continue to run as normal on Thursday. However, due to Parents’ Evenings, we will not be
running any before or after school clubs on 26 November and Thursday 3 December. In addition, due to Mrs
Jarman and Miss Bolton’s rearranged Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 2 December, there will be no Year 3
Athletics Club that evening.
Metropolitan Police Christmas Appeal
Once again, we will be supporting the: London Metropolitan Police Christmas
Appeal. The staff will be purchasing gifts for children who are in care, from
disadvantaged families, refugees and/or are in hospital. We would like to involve
the girls; consequently, all classes will be helping their Form teachers and teaching assistant/s to choose a
gift for either a boy or girl from 0-18 years. This will be in lieu of teachers and teaching assistants giving
gifts to the girls on their last day of school. The girls will, of course, still receive gifts from Father Christmas
with help from the Channing Association elves.
The Day Explorer: child-friendly current affairs website
We are pleased to let you know that pupils and parents can now access our
subscription to ‘The Day Explorer,’ a great current affairs website for children.
Most pupils in KS2 have now been introduced to the site, prompting some
interesting discussions on topical subjects. Please be mindful that younger children
may need some supervision. You can use the following link to access the website
at home without a password: The Day Explorer

Ms Jupp would also like to send a gentle reminder to pupils and parents to return all
library books to school.
Eco Tip #3 Did you know the average person in the UK throws away 400kg of waste
each year; 7 times their body weight! Remember the 3 Rs: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. This
will help eliminate waste and protect our environment. From Hero K (5S)
#MusicMatters
Thank you for bearing with us whilst we altered the way our VMS communicate
with you and your daughters. The information below serves as a friendly
reminder. Please note, any parental queries should continue to be sent via:
juniormusic@channing.co.uk.
● Year 1 String Players
The String teachers communicate what needs to be practised, etc via a Firefly page. Click on the relevant
instrument tab: https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/key-stage-1-1
Once you are on your page, e.g. violin/viola/bass, you should be able to find your daughter's designated
notes.
● Year 2 String Players
As above. Click on the relevant instrument tab: https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/key-stage-1-1This is
where your daughter’s lesson notes from each lesson will be, for you, and your daughter to use to help
practise during the week. It is also possible for your daughters to comment on the notes, perhaps to say
how many days of practice they have done that week, or if there was anything particularly tricky, or
something they worked really hard at. Then this can be discussed in their next lesson.
● Years 3, 4 5 & 6 Instrumentalists
The teachers have set up a Google classroom for their instrument. Your daughter will be able to access
this at home, and she should see her ‘instrumental' class when she logs on. This is where her weekly
timetable is posted and lesson notes from each lesson will be, for you, and your daughter to use to help

practise during the week. It is also possible for your daughters to comment on the notes, perhaps to say
how many days of practice they have done that week, or if there was anything particularly tricky, or
something they worked really hard at. Then this can be discussed in their next lesson.
Spotlight on Sport
The Y6 girls have been very excited to see Miss Smith in their lessons this term. Last
year, she ran a Netball Club, which we have not been able to reinstate as yet. We are;
however, pleased that she is able to pass on her expertise during the girls’ lessons.
She has helped the girls to make great progress over the last few weeks and are
looking forward to when fixtures can resume.

Polite reminder: please remind your daughter(s) to have both her uniform and PE kit
in school on the days she has P.E (including spare underwear and socks). We will
remain outside rain or shine. For all PE enquiries email: jspe@channing.co.uk.
Family Yoga
State Yoga in Highgate Village have launched a family online yoga class which will be on
Saturdays 09-09:30am. They are offering a free class to Channing families.
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
● Huge congratulations to Imogen B (6E) who has gained Grade VIII Violin with
Distinction:139/150. This is a truly remarkable achievement at any stage, but at her
age, really quite special!
● A huge well done to Leah (5S) and Maya Grace (5M) for raising £174 from their
Eco Sale for this term’s charity, ‘All Dogs Matter’.
● Well done to Matilda F (5S) for gaining her Grade 2 Piano.
● Well done to Aarya K (RS) for her certificate of achievement for working hard throughout her
online gymnastics lessons.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Jessica P (RB) for making a fantastic 'Supertato" and writing a description about it.
● Keearah S (RB) for making a fantastic 'Supertato" and writing a description about it.
● Ottilie G (RB) for making a fantastic 'Supertato" and writing a description about it.
● Romy G (RB) for making a fantastic 'Supertato" and writing a description about it.
● Aarya K (RS) for creating her own fruit superhero and writing a wonderful description about it
independently.
● Lexi G (RS) for making a fantastic 'Supertato' and writing a description about it.
● Annabelle K (RS) for making her own story and writing independently with finger spaces and full
stops.
● Amelia S (RS) for creating her own fruit superhero and writing a wonderful description of it
independently.
● Ariella T (RS) for doing a fantastic Show and Tell all about doctors and nurses.
● Gabby M (RS) for creating her own fruit superhero and writing a wonderful description about it
independently.
● Melissa C (RS) for writing her first sentence independently.
● Elise F (1M) for her fantastic detailed description of Hanukkah.
● Elise F (1M) for a wonderful portrait of Sian Clifford.
● Leila B (1M) for her wonderful and thoughtful description of Hanukkah.
● Scarlett R (1M) for her interesting and thoughtful presentation for Show and Tell on the polar
regions.
● Elisa R (1P) for her topic work on Arctic hares.
● Hannah G (1P) for her research about Arctic foxes.
● Lola P (1P) for her topic work about Arctic foxes.
● Ariella S (2E) for an informative poster about nurses.
● Eva L (2E) for creating an informative poster about keeping safe on Bonfire Night .
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Izzy B (2E) for a brilliant fireworks picture.
Ella G (2M) for an excellent recount of the trip to The Florence Nightingale Museum.
Ella S (2M) for an interesting and imaginative description of Scutari hospital.
Iris B (2M) for an interesting and imaginative description of Scutari hospital.
Sacha H (2M) for an interesting and imaginative description of Scutari hospital.
Georgia C (3F) for sharing a really interesting presentation about her great grandfather with the
class.
Hattie K (3F) for working really hard to keep our school tidy.
Isla L (3F) for sharing the medals awarded to her great grandfather and her great great grandfather
with the class.
Phoebe J (3F) for sharing an interesting story with the class.
Alizeh M (5S) for creating, writing, working as a team, typing and binding an imaginative story, set at
Channing.
Anais K (5M) for creating, writing, working as a team, typing and binding an imaginative story, set at
Channing.
Emilia G (5S) for creating, writing, working as a team, typing and binding an imaginative story, set at
Channing.
Emma L (5S) for creating, writing, working as a team, typing and binding an imaginative story, set at
Channing.
Estelle Z (5S) for creating, writing, working as a team, typing and binding an imaginative story, set at
Channing.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
Please note that Dates are subject to change so please have a look at them every week.
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School
Channing Girls Enjoying Success

DATES
November
Tuesday

24

Year 6 Ancient Greece Day

Wednesday

25

R - Y4 Meet the Headmistress and Q&A - Reception - Y4

Thursday

26

Virtual Parents’ Evening - see details above
December

Thursday

3

Virtual Parents’ Evening - see details above

Friday

4

Tree Dressing Day

Saturday

5

ABRSM Music Exam

Monday

7

Last week of clubs

Tuesday

8

Christmas Lunch, Activities & Parties: Christmas jumpers & hair accessories

Thursday

10- 18

Hanukkah

Friday

11

Pre Recorded Reception - Y6 Christmas Carol Celebration

Monday

14

Pre Recorded Reception, Y1 & Y2 Nativity

Monday

14

Year 5 Virtual Victorian Workshop

Tuesday

15

House Competition: PE kit & house coloured t-shirts
Father Christmas visit

Wednesday

16

Last Day of Term - staggered timings to follow
Christmas jumpers & hair accessories

Thurs - Tues 17 - 4

Christmas Holiday
January

Monday

4

INSET Day for Junior School Staff

Tuesday

5

Start of Spring Term for Y1 - Y6

Tues - Fri

5-8

JS 4+ Round 1

Wed & Fri
13 & 15 JS 4+ Round 2
Mon & Wed 18 & 20
Monday

11

Start of Spring Term for Reception

