Dear Parents
As you know, the School’s Vision is ‘Girls Enjoying Success’ and in my first year as Head of the Junior
School I introduced an award to recognise all of the girls’ achievements in everything and anything they do
with a smile on their faces. Every week, there is a vast array of impressive nominations which reinforces
the fact that success means something different to all of us.
It is always a pleasure when the girls come to see me to show me their work or
tell me why their teacher has nominated them for an award. When I give out
the certificates in assembly, you can see how proud the girls are. Isabella B
(RB) was so thrilled with her first certificate that she took it to bed with her
last week. Have a look at the recent nominations at the end of today’s Bulletin.
During this morning’s assembly to mark Geography Week, Miss Williams and
Miss Baker, our Geography and Sustainability Coordinators explained that Geography is a way to educate
people about how the decisions we make in everyday life affect the world we live in. Geography can
be best described as the study of places and the relationships between people and their environments – so
it really does affect us all! We don’t have to be an activist, eco-warrior or as high profile as Greta
Thunberg to become involved.
We watched the fantastic version of: ‘What a Wonderful World’ performed by David Attenborough and
read the poignant poem: 'If the Earth' by Joe Miller. Miss Williams and Miss Baker would love to see the
girls’ interpretations of this poem so do encourage your daughter to reread or listen (via the link above) to
the poem, be creative and then send in her design to school. I have included examples of other children’s
work for inspiration at the end of the Bulletin.

We also thought about what we already do as a
School to be sustainable. We currently recycle
paper, card and plastic, we use reusable water
bottles, we put food waste in dedicated compost
bins and we host a ‘Tree Dressing Day’.
It was a great to hear that the Sustainability
Team: Elise F (1M), Sofia M (1P), Eleen S
(2E), Minty (2M), Eva B (3C), Sophiya V (3F), Silvia O-M (4N), Daisy W (4R),
Chloe S (5M), Anna A (5M), Hero K (5S), Violet L (5S), Kitty W (6E) and
Serrana B (6W) have hit the ground running with their first initiatives. The girls shared
lots of ideas in their first meeting and have already started contributing to the weekly
Eco-Tip in the Bulletin (see no.2 today). Next week, we look forward to them explaining
our new Stationery Recycling Point.
Eco Tip
Every week, a member of the Sustainability Team will be recommending
an Eco Tip to help the girls and their families be more sustainable.
Eco Tip #2 Compost any waste food at home. You can do this in your
garden or by filling a compost bin for rubbish collection.
From Serrana B (6W)
Happy Diwali
I hope those of you who celebrated Diwali over the weekend enjoyed the celebrations.
May the divine light spread into your life and bring peace, prosperity, happiness and
good health.
Staff News
To find out more about our fantastic staff and put a face to a name, have a look at our Staff Bios on Firefly.
There have been some changes to the classes our Teaching Assistants support. Miss Mechick is now
supporting 1M on Thursdays and Fridays, whilst Mrs Done is with 2E on Fridays. Additionally,
Mrs Agnew is helping to support both Year 3 classes.
Remember to watch Mr Fellows, our Art and DT Coordinator in ‘Portrait Artist of the Year’
airing on Wednesday 18 November at 8pm on Sky Arts which is on Freeview - Channel 11.
#'PAOTY' (Portrait Artist of the Year)
Mini Owls
Thank you for your feedback following the recent changes to our wrap around care. During
these unprecedented times, we have had to make changes to ensure the safety of our School
community. Having reflected on our provision, Mini Owls will be provided free of charge.
Please remember that the girls will now be taken to their usual gate at 3.50pm (3.30pm on
Friday) to be dismissed or taken to Late Owls. We thank you for your understanding.
Y5 Meet the Headmistress and Q&A
On Wednesday 18 November we will stream a live session at 5.30pm where Mrs Hughes,
our new Headmistress, will introduce herself to you and talk about her vision for the school.
This will be followed by a Q&A where she and I will be available to answer any questions. On
the day, you will be able to click on the link to watch the prerecorded films, read the
information and find the link for the live Q&A: Y5 Virtual Open Event.

Reception - Y4 Meet the Headmistress and Q&A
On Wednesday 25 November we will stream a live session at 5pm where Mrs Hughes, our new
Headmistress, will introduce herself to you and talk about her vision for the school. This will be followed by a
Q&A where she and I will be available to answer any questions. On the day, you will be able to click on the
link to watch the prerecorded films, read the information and find the link for the live Q&A: Reception - Y4
Reminder: Morning Drop off and Afternoon Collection
We would advise that only one adult drops off and collects each child or sibling(s) and that they adhere to
social distancing and/or they wear a face mask. We have placed markers on the ground to help with
social distancing. Please be mindful of our neighbours and the local residents by staying well-spaced and close
to the wall to enable others to pass safely on the pavement rather than walking out onto the road. The girls
need to be dropped off swiftly and left in the care of the member of staff, often me or their Form teacher at
the drop off point.
Covid-19 and WhatsApp Groups
We live in the age of technology and there are many benefits to this. I am aware that all
classes have WhatApp groups which are a great way for parents to communicate and support
one another. I am sure you send reminders about things the girls need to remember to bring
into school, enquire for help with car shares (in ‘normal’ times) and share details of social
events (in ‘normal’ times).
Please can I urge you to be mindful regarding the way this form of communication is used. Please contact
the school immediately regarding any Covid concerns and/or information. Please don’t contact
other parents with incorrect or partial information or assumptions. It is particularly important if your
daughter tests positive for Covid-19, that you don’t contact other parents until we have had a chance to
speak with you and with the DfE Covid Helpline about our next steps.
Virtual Parents’ Evenings
This term, the Junior School Parents’ Evenings will take place on Thursday 26
November and Thursday 3 December from 4.20pm until 7.00pm.
As outlined last week, Miss Baker, Mrs Jarman and Miss Bolton are unable to take
appointments on Thursday 26 November. As an alternative, parents wishing to book
appointments with Miss Baker, Mrs Jarman and Miss Bolton can do so on
Wednesday 2 December.

All parents will be able to speak to their daughter’s Form Teacher virtually via a Google Meet.
The girls are very lucky to also have many Specialist teachers. This term, they will be available for five
minute appointments on a first come first served basis for the following year groups/ classes:
● Miss Rattenbury (Reception - Y2 Music)
● Miss Pepper (Y3 - 6 Music)
● Mr Fellows (Y3 - 6 Art & DT)
● Miss Conway (Reception - Y6 Drama)
● Miss Glennon (Reception - Y6 Spanish)
● Miss Williams (Y3 - 6 Geography)
● Mrs Jarman (Reception S, 1M, 2E, 3C, 4N, 5S, 6E PE)
● Miss Bolton (Reception B, 1P, 2M, 3F, 4R, 5M, 6W PE)
● Ms Jupp (Reception - Y6 Library)
Please book these appointments through the SchoolBase Parents’ Portal. Please click here to access the
Parents’ Evening Booking Guide, which takes you, step by step, through the process. A copy of the guide is
also available in your portal: Reports & Other Documents.

The booking system will be open from 8pm today until 8pm on Friday 20 November. Please
check that your login works. If you experience any difficulties using this system, please email
schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk and describe the problem you are having.
Late Owls will continue to run as normal. However, due to Parents’ Evenings, we will not be running any
before or after school clubs on 26 November and Thursday 3 December. In addition, due to Mrs Jarman and
Miss Bolton’s rearranged Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 2 December, there will be no Year 6 Football Club
and Year 3 Athletics Club that evening.
Birthday Cakes and Treats
You are very welcome to continue to send in nut-free cakes
or treats for your daughter to celebrate her birthday. We
can continue to give cakes or treats to the different classes
or year group ‘bubbles’; however, please ensure that they are separate cakes or treats rather than a large
cake that needs to be sliced. Please also be mindful of the size of cakes; they should be no bigger than a
child’s hand. Additionally, please do not send in treats for any other occasions without prior permission
from your daughter’s class teacher. Please remember that as there are girls and staff with allergies, that
cakes should not contain nuts or nut-products.
You may want to order cakes or biscuits from Trixie’s Bakery: https://trixiesbakery.co.uk/ or
@trixiesbakery_belsize) Beatrix Greenwood, a Channing alumna who attended the school from Reception Y13 contacted me to tell me about the bakery she has set up after graduating from university. She does not
use nuts in any of her baking and can meet dietary requirements for example vegan and gluten free.
#MusicMatters
Following the success of filming our previous two Music Assemblies, Miss Pepper is
delighted once again to invite any pupil who learns externally to perform. These
Music Assemblies are scheduled to take place at 8:45-9:15am on Thursday 3
December and Friday 4 December. As spaces are limited, it will be first come first
served. Please email any requests to juniormusic@channing.co.uk by Friday 20
November stating your daughter’s name, form, instrument and the piece to be
performed. If an accompaniment is required, please make sure to send this to Miss Pepper.
Spotlight on Sport
With new Covid restrictions in place, the PE team have
had to adjust some of the activities they had planned for
the girls this half term. Rather than swimming on Fridays,
Y4 will now be taking advantage of our sports field on
Stanhope Road. The girls will make the short walk to the
grounds. On Friday, the girls had a great time practising
their football skills.
Our Cross Country runners in Y4, 5 and 6 have also had
to be adaptable and are now taking part in a mixture of continuous and interval fitness
training during their club time. When Cross Country Club can resume, they will be assessing the impact
their training has had on their running performance.
One thing that remains consistent is the girls’ positive attitude.They have embraced the changes without
hesitation and we are incredibly proud of them.
Channing Association (CA) Channing Puddings
If you haven’t already, visit the Channing Pudding shop to place your order. Along with
the usual firm favourites, they have introduced two new flavours this year: Luxury ‘Sticky
Ginger Sponge Pudding’ and ‘Chocolate & Stem Ginger Christmas Pudding’.

ALL profits will go directly to the The Ringcross Community Centre Food Bank which is a collaboration
between the Pilion Trust and the Alexandra Wylie Tower Foundation. Alexandra was a Channing girl who
sadly passed away whilst studying for her A Levels. Before the first lockdown, up to fifteen families a day used
the food bank. Every week since March, the number of people in crisis coming to the food bank has risen and
now there can be as many as ninety families a day reaching out for assistance. People who have never joined a
food bank queue before are now finding they are unable to support their families. Sadly this situation is likely
to worsen over the coming months. Every single Channing Pudding you buy will enable the CA to directly
donate food to families who would otherwise go hungry.
To order your puddings, which will be delivered to your daughter(s) at school during the week commencing 7
December, visit the online shop: Channing Puddings.
Euston Foodbank
We are continuing to collect donations for Euston Foodbank. The girls can place their donations in the
large labelled blue bins. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
●
●
●
●
●

November & December: Year 4, Year 5 & Year 6
January: Y
 ear 3
February & March: Year 2
April & May: Year 1
June & July: Reception

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
Well done to Annabelle D (3C) for passing her grade 1 Violin exam.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Alyssa A (RB) for making a fantastic fire engine using mobilo and writing sentences about it.
● Evelyn H (RB) for independently making a 'baby girl' using junk modelling.
● Andrea C (1M) for independently tying knots to make a sword and running a masterclass
for others.
● Bethan J (1M) for writing a wonderful description of the weather in the polar regions.
● Clio R (1M) for writing a wonderful and captivating fireworks poem!
● Amberly C-H (1P) for very good arithmetic work.
● Clementine R (1P) for her four season wheel.
● Emily S (1P) for writing a fantastic firework poem.
● Naomi D (1P) for independently tying knots to make a sword and running a masterclass for
others.
● Sofia M (1P) for creating a beautiful four season wheel.
● Agatha R (2M) for persevering with subtraction regrouping challenges.
● Daisy C (2M) for an interesting description of an alicorn and shrinking potion in her
Rapunzel Story.
● Lyla K (2M) for writing her own interesting tongue twister poem.
● Naomi E (4N) for a beautiful and detailed painting of a dragon from the Shang Dynasty.
● Florence J (4N) for an incredibly informative poster about dragons and the Shang Dynasty.
● Thea I (4N) for an amazing dragon egg made from 1000 pins!
● Isla K (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination, using bar modelling in her
Mathematics work.
● Maria P (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination, using bar modelling in her
Mathematics work.
● Maya B (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination, using bar modelling in her
Mathematics work.
● Isabella C (6W) for writing a creative, interesting and brilliant story about trickery.
● Chileshe G (6E) for a well written biography on Harriet Tubman.
● Emma F (6E) for 100% effort in classwork and homework.
● Grace G (6E) for a well written biography on Emma Watson.

● Imogen B (6E) for a well written biography on Beethoven.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School
Channing Girls Enjoying Success

DATES
November
Wednesday

18

Y5 Meet the Headmistress and Q&A - Y5 Virtual Open Event

Tuesday

24

Year 6 Ancient Greece Day

Wednesday

25

R - Y4 Meet the Headmistress and Q&A - Reception - Y4

Thursday

26

Virtual Parents’ Evening - see details above

Mon - Fri

30 - 4

ABRSM Music Exams
December

Thursday

3

Virtual Parents’ Evening - see details above

Friday

4

Christmas Lunch wearing Christmas jumpers & Tree Dressing Day

Tuesday

8

Christmas Activities & Parties wearing Christmas jumpers

Friday

11

Pre Recorded Christmas Celebration (Reception - Y6)

Friday

11

Hanukkah

Monday

14

Pre Recorded Reception, Y1 & Y2 Nativity

Monday

14

Year 5 Virtual Victorian Workshop

Wednesday

16

Last Day of Term - staggered timings to follow

Thurs - Tues 17 - 4

Christmas Holiday
January

Monday

4

INSET Day for Junior School Staff

Tuesday

5

Start of Spring Term for Y1 - Y6

Tues - Fri

5-8

JS 4+ Round 1

Wed & Fri
13 & 15
Mon & Wed 18 & 20

JS 4+ Round 2

Monday

Start of Spring Term for Reception

11

