Dear Parents
It is a much loved Channing tradition - by pupils and staff alike across the school - to
sing ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ at the end of the Autumn term . We were
determined not to let the unprecedented situation we find ourselves in stop us, so
tomorrow via Google Meet in my last assembly of the term, our different bubbles
will each sing a verse.
As I spoke to Miss Williams about the logistics of organising
this virtual sing-along, it sparked a treasured memory of my
very first Class Assembly as a qualified teacher in 2003.
How time flies! The theme for the assembly was in fact,
‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’; I can vividly remember the
Y3 girls enthusiastically presenting, singing and dancing.
Thinking about this memory reminded me that traditionally, the Christmas holiday
was celebrated for twelve days and nights from 26 December to 6 January,
Epiphany. The giving of gifts is because Christians remember that God gave Jesus as
a gift to the world. Christians believe that Jesus was born to save the world from selfishness and to help
people live together in peace.
Each gift in the song, ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ is thought by some to represent something important to
Christians:
● ‘A partridge in a pear tree’ is thought by some to represent
Jesus in his mother’s arms. Others believe that the partridge
represents care and protection as partridges often pretend to
be injured to draw attention away from their young to protect
them from danger.
● ‘Two turtle doves’ represent the Old and New Testaments in
the Bible.
● ‘Three French hens’ represent the gifts from the Three Wise Men: gold
frankincense and myrrh; whilst others believe that they represent the
Father, the son and the Holy Spirit.
● ‘Four calling birds’ represent the four apostles: Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John.
● ‘Five gold rings’ (one of our favourite verses) represent that lasting quality
of the five books of the Old Testament,because of the enduring quality of
gold.
● ‘Six Geese-a-laying’ symbolise new life and the six days of God's creation.
● ‘Seven swans- a swimming’ are linked with the seven gifts of the Holy
Spirit: prophecy, service, teaching, encouragement, giving, leadership and
mercy.
● ‘Eight maids a milking’ stand for the blessings that Jesus gave in His sermon
on the mount. The best known one is probably: ‘Blessed are the meek for
they shall inherit the earth’.
● ‘Nine ladies dancing’ represent love, self-control, peace, joy, patience,
gentleness, faithfulness, goodness and kindness.
● ‘Ten lords a- leaping’ symbolise ‘The Ten Commandments’.

● ‘Eleven pipers piping’ are believed to signify the eleven apostles who stayed faithful and true to
Jesus.
● And last but not the least, ‘twelve drummers drumming’ symbolise the twelve points of doctrine
in the Apostle’s Creed.
In the mid-19th century, the song was a popular party game where each member of a group would sing one
verse. If you forgot a verse, you had to pay a forfeit or take on a challenge.
Father Christmas Visit

It was a very exciting day at the Junior School as
Father Christmas - yes, the ‘real’ one - visited all of
the classes. It was a delight to see the girls’ faces light
up as they saw him enter their rooms. Father
Christmas was very impressed with all of the girls
including the Y2 girls in the midst of their PE lesson,
the Y5 girls who were being very obedient Victorians
and the Y6 girls who were fantastic Ancient Greeks.
He felt like he had travelled back in time!

End of Term Arrangements
As outlined in Friday’s Word from the Head and my follow up email,
Junior School pupils will now be in school until tomorrow lunchtime
and will be dismissed at staggered times. This is to enable all planned
end of term and Christmas activities to take place. There will be no
Virtual School in the afternoon; the girls will be able to watch the
Nativity and the Christmas Celebration via Firefly. On Wednesday
morning, the girls will have Virtual Form Time and complete online
Christmas activities followed by Mark Reading. P
 lease see Date List
below for further details.
Whilst sadly we couldn’t invite you to watch the Nativity in the Arundel Theatre and/or Christmas
Celebration at the church, the girls still enthusiastically took part and we filmed both following Covid
protocols. It’s amazing what you can do with a little bit of creativity! If you are able to, please sit down and
enjoy both with your daughter(s) tomorrow afternoon or at an alternative time. You are in for a treat! You
will be able to find the links on Firefly tomorrow afternoon.
A BIG thank you to you all
I would like to say a BIG thank you to you all for your continued support
this term! Additionally, thank you for your kind messages and generous
gifts. I would also like to thank the Channing Association for their support
with the Christmas activities and to the Y4, Y5 and Y6 parents who
donated items to the Euston Food Bank. They were very grateful!
I wish you all a very happy holiday season! Happy Hanukkah to those of
you celebrating this week! And Merry Christmas to those of you who
celebrating next week! May next year be full of happiness and good health!
Covid End of Term Planning
The Government has published advice for schools on managing positive cases of Covid-19 which may be
reported to the School during the Christmas break:
● For the first 6 days after term ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus, having
developed symptoms within 48 hours of last being in school, the School should be contacted and is
asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been
infectious whilst in school.

● School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 days after the
final day of teaching. As our last teaching day in school is on Tuesday 15 December, there should be no
pupil contact tracing required beyond Monday 21 December.
● Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus, having developed symptoms more than 48
hours since being in school, the School should not be contacted. Parents and staff should follow contact
tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace and self-isolate as necessary.
● Where pupils are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after the first 6 days
following the end of term, schools do not need to be informed about their absence until the first day of
the new term.
Of course this does not mean we will be on call at all times for the first 6 days after the end of term;
however, please do get in touch via JSOffice@channing.co.uk to inform us of a positive case, up to and
including Monday 21 December, in which symptoms started less than 48 hours after the end of term.
Please also be aware that you may be contacted up to this time by a member of the school’s Senior
Management Team, if we need to let you know of a positive case in your bubble. This may also mean
that your child is required to self-isolate during the Christmas period.
Building Project
The girls in 3F have very happily settled into their new classroom. Meanwhile, the Library and Music Room
are taking shape in the Stable Block.

Morning Drop off and Collection in January
Due to Reception, Y3, and Y6 relocating to the main building from January, the drop off and pick up locations
of some year groups has been adjusted to avoid crossover of staff and girls:
● Reception: Main gate
● Y1: Main Gate
● Y2: Side Door
● Y3: Side Door
● Y4: Main Gate
● Y5: Main Gate
● Y6: Side Door

Please note: during 4+ Assessments on Tuesday 5, Wednesday 6, Thursday 7 and Friday 8 January and again
on Wednesday 13, Friday 15, Monday 18 and Wednesday 20 January, Y3 & Y4 need to arrive and be
dismissed from the main gate.
Birds & Owls

Please sign up in advance for wrap around care for the first half of the Spring
term by completing this form: Birds & Owls sign up
Early Birds (Before School)
The girls can be dropped off at the main gate/ ‘old’ dining hall between 7.30am and
7.55am. They will be given a healthy breakfast and there is a choice of activities. The

girls will be able to stay until their class entry time. Year 4, 5 and 6 will need to come into the school and go
down the stairs to the new Fairseat Hall. Please can they bring a book, or an activity such as knitting or sewing
that they can do independently. There is no charge for this.
Mini Owls (After School)
This runs from 3.05pm-3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays). The girls will be taken by their Form teacher ten minutes
after their pick up time. Parents will only be able to collect their daughters from Mini Owls at 3.50pm
(3.30pm on a Friday) at the usual gate, unless they are attending Late Owls. There is no charge for this.
Late Owls (After School)
This runs from 3.50pm - 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). From 4.30 - 5.15pm (3.30 - 4.15pm Fridays) there will
be a structured activity for the girls and the girls will be offered a snack of soup or a sandwich. The girls can
be picked up either before 4.30pm (3.30pm on Fridays) or after from 5.30pm (4.30pm on Fridays). You will
need to collect your daughter from the ‘old’ dining room in the Stable Block. Normal charges apply.
Extracurricular Clubs
Thank you to all parents who have signed their daughter(s) up to one of the many extracurricular activities on
offer in the Spring term. Confirmation of the club your daughter has been allocated is available on Schoolbase,
so please do log on to check before the new term commences.
If your daughter(s) would like to sign up for a club, and you missed the opportunity to do so, please see below
and here for further details and for the pricing of our external clubs (please note that external clubs will be
charged in blocks of 10 and the cost will be added to your school bill). If you are interested, please email Miss
Bodell at JSReceptionist@channing.co.uk.
Monday

Year 5 Cross Country: Waterlow Park
(8.00am - 8.30am)
Year 1
3.30pm - 4.00pm

Year 4
3.30pm - 4.00pm

Reception
3.20pm - 3.50pm

Multiskills

Pop Lacrosse

Crafts

Storytelling and crafts

Origami

Mini Games

Languages

Art

Year 6 Vocals
(12.30pm - 1.00pm)

Year 5 Vocals:
(3.40pm - 4.30pm)
External provider: YogaBugs KS2 *
(4.45pm - 5.15pm)

External provider: Coding Club (Years 2, 3 and 4) *
(5.00pm - 6.00pm)
Tuesday

External provider: Mandarin (Years 3 - 6) *
(4.30pm - 5.30pm)

Wednesda
y

Year 6 Cross Country AM: Waterlow Park
(8.00am - 8.30am)
Year 2
3.30pm - 4.00pm

Year 5
3.40pm - 4.10pm

Fun Fitness

Netball
(3.40pm - 4.30pm)

Quilling

Drama Games

Gardening

Thursday

Year 3 Recorder Ensemble:
(3.30pm- 4.15pm)

Year 6 Instrumental
(3.40pm - 4.30pm)

Year 3
3.30pm - 4.00pm

Year 6
3.40pm - 4.10pm

Basketball
NO SPACES

Netball
NO SPACES
(3.40pm - 4.30pm)

Film

Kahoot
Alexandra Palace Biblio-Buzz
Book Club

Year 4 Instrumental
(3.30pm - 4.15pm)

Year 5 Instrumental
(3.40pm - 4.30pm)
External provider: YogaBugs KS1 *
(4.45pm - 5.15pm)

External provider: App Making (Years 4, 5 and 6) *
(5.00pm - 6.00pm)

Please note that all clubs marked * incur a charge.
Any pupils interested in joining our YogaBugs club, which is a new club that takes place in the comfort of
your home, after school, will also have 3 months’ free access to Yogabug’s Children’s Yoga app.

Residential Visits for Y4, Y5 and Y6
In line with government guidance, our Year 4, 5 and 6 Residential Visits have been
provisionally booked for the Summer term. The DfE have advised us that
Educational visits are set to be reviewed in February 2021, with the hope that all
residential trips will resume after Easter.
This Summer Term:
● Year 4 will be staying overnight on the Golden Hinde, with 4N on 20
May and 4R on 27 May.
● Year 5 will be visiting PGL Liddington, (a change from previous visits to Sayers Croft), from
Wednesday 19 - Friday 21 May.
● Year 6 will be visiting Osmington Bay from 26 - 30 April.
Eco Tip #6 Never throw away pencils because you can use them up until they've
disappeared. Run it down until you can't hold it anymore! From Silvia O-M (4N)
#MusicMatters
A huge congratulations to the following girls who were successful in their ABRSM
examinations held in school last Saturday. What a wonderful way to end the term! Equally
impressive is that the results arrived so promptly - we were expecting them during the
holidays!
NAME

FORM

INSTRUMENT

GRADE

RESULT

Saisha

4N

Piano

2

Pass

Maheen

4N

Violin

1

Merit

Jingnong

4N

Violin

2

Merit

Myla

4N

Violin

1

Merit

Ahana

4N

Violin

2

Distinction

Isabel

4N

Violin

1

Distinction

Amandine

4R

Violin

1

Distinction

Victoria

5M

Piano

3

Merit

Elene

5M

Piano

3

Merit

Violet

5S

Violin

1

Merit

Flora

5S

Saxophone

2

Merit

Freya

6W

Piano

2

Pass

Spotlight on Sport
House Competition Day: postponed until the New Year.
Cross Country
We are still awaiting the results of the Virtual Cross Country Event that the
girls took part in. We will share these as soon as possible. Well done to the
girls in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 for taking part! We also want to say a big thank you to
the Y5 and Y6 runners who have dedicated their mornings once a week to
participating in Cross Country Club. They are making fantastic progress!
Channing Community House Challenge
We would like to invite parents and staff to join in our Running Challenge. The aim is to run as many miles as
you can in January to win points for your House. We will track progress using the strava app and at the end
of the month, the team with the most miles will be declared the winners.
If you would like to take part, you will need to download the strava app from the App store. Once you are
signed in, you can search the clubs section and join one of the following groups:
●
Channing Waterlow Running Club
●
Channing Spears Running Club
●
Channing Goodwin Running Club
●
Channing Sharpe Running Club
The challenge will start on 1 January. (Please don’t track runs in these groups until then). We would love to
see lots of you taking part. Let's make 2021 a happy and healthy year!
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
● Well done to Arina V (3C) for achieving Distinction in her Solo Introductory Stage Two LAMDA
Exam.
● Well done to Aurora V (5S) for achieving Distinction in her ABRSM Grade 3
Piano Exam and also for achieving Distinction in her Speaking Verse and Prose
Grade 1 LAMDA Exam.
● Well done to Eliana P (5S) for achieving a Distinction in her ABRSM Grade 3
Piano Exam.
● Well done to Elise K (2E) who along with her friends, Ella (2E) and Libby
(2E) have been making personalised Hanukkah cards and buying presents for
each of the Care Home residents in support of the charity, Jewish Care.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Adah G (RB) for neat handwriting and super spelling when writing a letter to Santa.
● Sophia B (RB) for great perseverance and focus when writing a letter to Santa.
● Sophie V-E (2E) for writing clear and interesting instructions for how to make a brownie.
● Amaya C (3C) for writing a descriptive diary entry in first person narrative, including
adjectives and adverbs.
● Evie D (3C) for sharing a very informative presentation all about Hanukkah with the class.

● Lara B (4R) for excellent independent writing this term - well done Lara! You always
concentrate so well and use all the features we've been discussing.
● Tati C (4R) for excellent work in Maths this term, well done Tati! You have shown accuracy
and perseverance in your work on fractions and word problems!
● Thomasina R (4R) for excellent independent writing, especially your snowy story of
adventurous snowmen! You listened to advice carefully and used the checklist very maturely.
● Charlotte M (5M) for earning over 11,000 coins for effort in one day, practising her
multiplication facts on TT Rockstars!
● Frankie G (5M) for earning over 10,000 coins for effort in one day, practising her
multiplication facts on TT Rockstars!
● Ria D (5M) for earning over 10 000 coins for effort in one day, practising her multiplication
facts on TT Rockstars!
● Aurora V (5S) for achieving her Grade 1 LAMDA exam.
● Emma L (5S) for an informative and beautifully presented fact file.
● Josie E (5S) for original ideas in her creative writing.
● Matilda F (5S) for original ideas in her creative writing.
● Anouschka B (6E) for a beautiful poppy Remembrance poem.
● Gaby P (6E) for a beautiful poppy Remembrance poem.
● Lexie N (6E) for coping well and remaining dedicated during a long period of Virtual School.
● Myla S (6E) for a beautiful poppy Remembrance poem.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School
Channing Girls Enjoying Success

DATES
December
Thursday

10 - 18 Hanukkah

Monday

14

Tuesday

15

Wednesday

16

Year 5 Victorian Workshop
Year 6 Ancient Greece Day
Father Christmas visit
● Christmas jumpers & accessories (with school uniform)
● Miss Hamalis’ Final Assembly - The 12 Days of Christmas
● Last Day of Term - staggered timings:
● 11:45- Reception (Main Gate)
● 12:00- Y1 (Main Gate) & Y2 (Side door)
● 12:15- Y3 (Main Gate) & Y4 (Side door)
● 12:30- Y5 (Main Gate) & Y6 (Side door)
● No Late Owls
● Afternoon: See Class Firefly pages for the Pre-recorded Nativity & Christmas
Celebration
Virtual School Day 9-9.30am: Virtual Form Time with Form teachers on Google Meets
9.30-10.30am: Festive activities on Firefly, Seesaw and Google Classroom
10.30-11am: Break
11-11.15am: RB, 1M, 2E, 3C, 4N, 5M & 6E online Google Meets with teachers
11.15-11.30am: RS, 1P, 2M, 3F, 4R, 5S & 6W online Google Meets with teachers
11.30am: Virtual Mark Reading - link will be on Firefly
3pm: Grade Sheets available on Schoolbase for Y3 - Y6

Thurs - Tues 17 - 4

Christmas Holiday
January

Monday

4

INSET Day for Junior School Staff

Tuesday

5

Start of Spring Term for Y1 - Y6

Tues - Fri

5-8

JS 4+ Round 1

Wed & Fri
13 & 15 JS 4+ Round 2
Mon & Wed 18 & 20
Monday
Mon - Fri

11
18 - 22

Start of Spring Term for Reception
JS Reception Health Checks
JS Music Scholarship Auditions
February

Mon - Fri

1-5

Mental Health Awareness Week

Wednesday

10

Y5/Y6 Spring Concert

Friday
Mon - Fri

12
15 - 19

Chinese New Year
Non-uniform Charity Day
Half-term

