
 
Dear Parents 
I am sure like me there are days when you wake up and in your dream-like state just for a moment you 
forget that we are in lockdown. It is a challenging time for us all and we are learning to navigate - as well as 

guide the girls - through to the other side. We must have hope that the 
other side is there and ready waiting for us. I very much long for the day 
when I can greet the girls at the school gate in the mornings. Moreover, 
I cannot wait to hear the enthusiastic sounds and vibrant sights as all of 
the girls join in with lessons and play around the 
school.  

 
I think the snow yesterday symbolised some form of hope as many of us stepped out 
for our wintery walks. I am sure the girls loved being outside wrapped in their 
brightly coloured coats, boots hats and scarves playing with snowballs and going on 
their sledges. Thank you to Evie (3C) for sending in a photo of her snow woman 
dressed in Channing attire. To quote Amanda Gorman, the youngest inaugural poet in 
US history, who spoke so movingly at the inauguration: ‘For there  is always light, if 
only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re brave enough to be it.’ 

 
Last year during the period of home learning, 
some of you may remember in one of my 
assemblies, I read the book: The Boy, the Mole, 
the Fox and the Horse by Charlie Mackesy (click 
on the link to hear my reading). It is an 
inspirational story brimming with positive 
messages and ways to approach life, as well as 
gorgeous illustrations. Today, Mrs Hughes joined 
us for assembly and shared some of her 
favourite quotes from the book with us. 
 

Mrs Hughes reminded us that we should all be kind to one another just as it says in The Channing Promise. 
This 

may include reaching out to others especially those who are struggling for whatever reason(s) at the moment 
and giving them a virtual hug. After the assembly, I went to see how the girls in our critical workers’ provision 
were getting on and many of them gave me a virtual hug by crossing their arms on their chest. I have to say this 
made me well up. Additionally, we need to remember to be kind to ourselves; this is especially important in the 
unprecedented situation we find ourselves in.  So if you do eat all of the cake, so be it! 
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Virtual School  
Thank you again for your emails with positive feedback regarding Virtual 
School this term. The teachers are working incredibly hard to ensure that 
the girls continue to learn and make progress, as well as to maintain good 
morale. Please see the letter that was sent last week outlining the increased 
live lessons for KS2 girls in PE, Music, Art/DT and Drama: Letter to Parents 
Live Times  
 
I joined a number of Form times with the girls last week. It was a pleasure to catch up with them and hear 
their positive feedback about Virtual School, as well as learn how they are spending their time during 
lockdown. To mention a few ‘new’ hobbies: walking, reading, cooking, baking, knitting and spending quality 
time with the family.  
 
We appreciate that there are significant challenges of keeping your daughters at home and thank you for your 
continued support. 

 
Eco Tip #9  
As we are all at home, we need to remind ourselves to switch off the lights, iPad, 
laptop, and television when we are not using them. 
From Sophiya M-V 3F 
 
 
#MusicMatters  
Calling all KS2 Musicians! We are holding our next Music Assemblies on Thursday 
25 and Friday 26 February. As these will be pre recorded there is no limit on 
numbers. Miss Pepper does, however, need contributions by 11 February at the 
latest. If you would like to record your daughter performing a piece (don't forget to 
ask her to announce the title before she plays) that she has been learning in her 

lessons, whether she has lessons with a school teacher or an external one, please do send to: 
juniormusic@channing.co.uk. The link to view the concerts will be sent the following week in the Bulletin.  
 
Year 5 Music 
The Year 5 girls have started an exciting Music topic of study this term in which their study of the Victorian 
era will be enhanced by dance. Within this topic, Miss Pepper will task the girls to listen to some School 
Radio Dance Workshops available on the BBC. In order for these to be available to your daughter, please 
support her to register for a free BBC account for someone who is under 13, using this link. You will 
receive an automated email to complete your daughter's registration. Please sit with your daughter to 
choose her sign in details and to encourage her to remember these, so she can sign in independently. This 
will mean your daughter will be able to access all of the linked, free materials in her Year 5 Music lessons 
for the coming weeks. 
 
Spotlight on Sport 
Channing Community House Challenge 
There is just one week left of our Community House Challenge. We are very proud that so many of you 
have joined us - we have currently at 215 members! Collectively this month, we have covered 4,450 miles. 
What an amazing achievement! Thank you all for your support.   
 
At the end of the month the following house points will be awarded: 

● 1st Place - 200 House points 
● 2nd Place - 150 House points 
● 3rd Place - 100 House points 
● 4th Place - 50 House points 
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Our wonderful Junior Sports Leaders would normally announce the results but due to technical difficulties 
they were unable to film the results for this week. Please see the results below: 
 

 
After the success of the Strava challenge, we will be resetting it for February. We will announce the new 
goals and challenges in next week’s bulletin.  
 
As always, please keep sharing your photos and videos of your running/walking adventures, along with 
photos of your daughters enjoying their PE lessons at home. You can email them to jspe@channing.co.uk. 
Please state in the email if you are happy for us to use them on social media.  

 
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS 
● Well done to the Head Girls, Emma F (6E) and Ellie S (6W) and who have created a Firefly page 

about The Great Bird Watch. What a great initiative to encourage us to go outside and think about 
nature!  

● Well done to the new Library Leaders this term: Edie C (6E), Isabella M (6E), Nina S (6W), 
Alex E (6W) and Sofia L (6W) 

● Nicki S (4N) for achieving a Merit in her Grade 2 Piano Exam 
 
Girls Enjoying Success Awards 
Well done to: 
● Valentina B (RB) for her continued enthusiasm and effort with all her home learning. 
● Sofia W (RB) for using her phonic sounds and adjectives to write a fantastic description of 'under 

the sea'.  
● Adi D (RB) for an interesting and creative 'Show and Tell' about octopuses, sharks and pufferfish.  
● Lorna L (RB) for using a range of techniques to create a fantastic piece of 'under the sea' artwork 

for her 'Show and Tell'.  
● Alice C (RS) for using her phonic sounds and adjectives to write a fantastic description of 'under 

the sea'.  
● Imaan U (RS) for working very hard on her reading. 
● Clarice T (RB) for her wonderful performances of ‘Pigs on Holiday’ and ‘Bad Manners’. 
● Abigail T (RS) for her lovely performances of ‘Pigs on Holiday’, ‘Creepy Crawly Party’ and ‘Bad 

Manners’. 
● Eleanor S (RS) for her fantastic performance of ‘Pigs on Holiday’. 
● Asha A (RS) for her lovely performance of ‘Pigs on Holiday’. 
● Gabby M (RS) for her lovely performances of ‘Pigs on Holiday’ and ‘Creepy Crawly Party’. 
● Anaya M (1M) for her wonderful picture of the ‘Winter Train Ride!’ 
● Jessica A (1M) for her lovely picture of the ‘Winter Train Ride’. 
● Scarlett R (1M) for her wonderful performance of ‘The Postman Song’ with all her teddies. 

 

4th  Spears  661 miles 

3rd  Sharpe  1246 miles 

2nd  Waterlow  1250 miles 

1st  Goodwin  1293 miles 
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● Naomi D (1P) for her fantastic 3D paper statue of ‘The Happy Prince’. 
● Valentina P (2E) for an excellent fairy village diorama and setting description. 
● Valentina P (2E) for a lovely performance of ‘Mrs O'Leary's Lantern’. 
● Izzy B (2E) for an excellent jungle diorama and setting description. 
● Izzy B (2E) for her lovely performances of ‘Mrs O'Leary's Lantern’ and ‘Banaha’. 
● Elena N (2E) for an excellent ‘under the sea’ picture and setting description. 
● Lulu M (2E) for a lovely performance of ‘Mrs O'Leary's Lantern’. 
● Emmeline W (2M) for tackling difficult vocabulary in her reading books and for fluent expressive 

reading. 
● Emmeline W (2M) for a lovely performance of ‘Mrs O'Leary's Lantern’. 
● Sacha H (2M) for excellent speaking and listening skills. 
● Aliana D (2M) for a creative winter wonderland model and imaginative vocabulary. 
● Helena B (2M) for an excellent pop up page about helicopters. 
● Agatha R (2M) for a lovely performance of ‘Mrs O'Leary's Lantern’. 
● Iris B (2M) for a lovely performance of ‘Mrs O'Leary's Lantern’. 
● Matilda B (2M) for a confident performance of ‘Mrs O'Leary's Lantern’. 
● Suhanna M (2M) for her wonderful performances of ‘Mrs O'Leary's Lantern’, ‘Banaha’ and the 

round of actions! 
● Primrose D (3C) for her perseverance with learning a new concept for division in Maths.  
● Paloma D (3C) for writing an excellent persuasive letter to the Iron Man.   
● Phoebe J (3F) for including creative ways to encourage the Iron Man to visit her village in her 

entertaining, persuasive letter. 
● Isla L (3F) for including creative ways to encourage the Iron Man to visit her village in her 

entertaining, persuasive letter. 
● Sophiya V (3F) for using thoughtful, descriptive vocabulary in her excellent persuasive letter to the 

Iron Man. 
● Helena S (3F) for including creative ways to encourage the Iron Man to visit her village in her 

entertaining, persuasive letter. 
● Nicki S (4N) for some really thoughtful ideas in PSHE, presented on her class jamboard and shared 

with the class. 
● Phoebe D (4N) for great enthusiasm during our investigation of Geysers in our states of matter 

topic. Well done for using scientific vocabulary to explain the experiment. 
● Emila S (4R) for an excellent poem about Varjak Paw, using personification, fronted adverbials and 

choice vocabulary. Fantastic work in English this term, well done Emilia.  
● Lara B (4R) for demonstrating an excellent attitude during our online learning, always trying her 

best and producing very detailed, well considered work.   
● Saumya S (4R) for fantastic independent writing using fronted adverbials, personification and poetic 

vocabulary. Saumya has been a role model for her approach to Virtual School.  
● Eve P (5M) for her additional presentation in History about transport in the Victorian period. 
● Charlotte M (5M) for creating an exciting and fun fitness board game for her peers to play during 

virtual learning.  
● Jasmine C (5M) for using a wide variety of scientific vocabulary in her 'Earth and Space' topic check 

up.   
● Ria D (5M) for using a wide variety of scientific vocabulary in her 'Earth and Space' topic check up.   
● Anaïs K (5M) for her random act of kindness, creating handmade card messages and gifting her own 

money to support homeless people.   
● Victoria G (5M) for using a wide variety of scientific vocabulary in her 'Earth and Space' topic check 

up.   
● Isla K (5M) for using a wide variety of scientific vocabulary in her 'Earth and Space' topic check up.   
● Flora N (5S) for illustrating her Story of Moses so creatively. 
● Leah D (5S) for her understanding and comprehension of a text from Great Expectations by 

Charles Dickens. 
● Hero K (5S) for her contributions in class online towards calculating multiplication of fractions. 
● Amelie K (5S) for her effort and understanding when multiplying improper and mixed fractions. 
● Samara S (5S) for her effort and understanding when multiplying improper and mixed fractions. 
● Violet L (5S) for her outstanding rugby skills video. Very professional and included key information.  

 



 
 

Please see ‘Dates’ below. 
 
Miss Dina Hamalis 
Head of Junior School 

 
Channing Girls Enjoying Success 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES 

January 

Tues - Fri   6 - 12  
(Feb) 

JS Virtual School  

February 

Mon - Fri  1 - 5  Mental Health Awareness Week 

Mon - Fri   8 -12  JS 4+ Assessments  

Friday    12  Chinese New Year 

Mon - Fri  15 - 19  Half-term 

Thurs & Fri  25 - 26  Virtual Music Assembly 

Mon - Fri  22 – 26  Pupil Learning Passport meetings 

Tuesday   23  SS/JS VMS & LAMDA Parents Evening ACA, 5:00 – 7:00pm 

March 

Mon - Fri  1 - 5  Book Week 

Thursday  4  World Book Day Assembly 

Monday  8  Commonwealth Week 
International Women's Day 

Thursday  11  Parents' Evening 

Mon - Fri  15 – 19  Maths & Future Technologies Week 
LAST WEEK OF CLUBS 

Saturday  20  ABRSM exam 

Tuesday  16  Parents' Evening 

Mon-Fri  29 - 9  Easter Holiday 

April 

Monday  12  INSET Day for Junior School Staff  

Tuesday  13  Start of Summer Term 




