
 
Dear Parents 
I hope your daughter(s) enjoyed half term - and you did too - and they are feeling refreshed and ready to 
embark on another exciting week of Virtual School. I cherish the holidays as I have time to reflect on 
what is happening at school and in the world around us.  
 

In the words of the late Captain Tom who inspired 
us all and left an amazing legacy: 'I've always believed 
things will get better. The sun will shine again, the 
birds will sing, and we’ll all have a lovely day 
tomorrow.’ Optimism is a choice, and one that is 
always available to us. Life is a little different and 
challenging right now; the girls are unable to come into school, many of you are working 
from home and we can't see our friends or extended family in person. We must; 
however, all remember that it will get better! In a year or two from now, this will all be 
a memory and perhaps one that we will in some way be strangely grateful for. We have 

been given the chance to reflect and appreciate the people in our lives: those who we see daily at work, our 
friends and our family. Let's hope we continue to hold onto this appreciation and we nurture these special 
relationships, even when we come out of the other side and things return to ‘normal’ or perhaps the ‘new 
normal’.  

 
One of the things I am missing at the moment is being able to see and hug my family 
and friends. I am sure many of you are too. The book, 'The Hug' by Eoin McLaughlin 
and Polly Dunbar is one that many of you will have read with your daughter(s). It’s 
about the hedgehog and the tortoise who are the best of friends. I was interested to 
see that the author of this lovely book has rewritten it for the challenging times we 
live in. This morning in assembly, I read this book, ‘While 
we can’t Hug’ to the girls to remind them that we can 
show people we care in different ways. It could be a wave, 
by making a funny face, writing a letter, doing a little 

dance, blowing a kiss, painting a picture or singing a song. I encouraged them to do 
what they think their families and friends will like as I am sure it will brighten up 
their day, week or even year! 
 
Later today, I am optimistically hoping that the government announces when schools 
can reopen so that we can plan (and celebrate!). We will, of course, let you know 
our plans as soon as we can. Wishing you all a positive week! Let’s hope, ‘we’ll all have a lovely day 
tomorrow.’ 
 
Staff News 

  Congratulations to Mr Rich and his wife who welcomed their second 
son, Kit, into the world last week weighing 7lb 10oz. They are 
enjoying spending time with him and I am sure Toby is a very proud 
older brother.  

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzERzTa74lo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PnnFrPaRgY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PnnFrPaRgY


 
 
 

Pastoral Care during Virtual School 
In addition to our current pastoral provision, we are increasing the number of opportunities for pupil and 
teacher interaction. Every week, Form teachers will be meeting pupils in their House groups so that pupils can 
share their experiences of the week and speak to their teacher in a small group. The timetable for House 
meets are as follows:  

● Monday (12.00 - 12.15pm):  Sharpe / Red House 
● Tuesday 12.00 - 12.15pm): Spears / Yellow House 
● Wednesday (12.00 - 12.15pm): Goodwin / Green House 
● Thursday (12.00 - 12.15pm): Waterlow / Blue House 

 
Each meeting will be clearly listed on your daughter’s daily Firefly page, and will use the class GoogleMeet link.  
 
Additionally, once a week, there will also be a Year Group Chat Club during one break time (10.35 - 
10.55am). This is an opportunity for your daughter to speak to her peers, not only in her class but in her year 
group. During this time, a teacher will facilitate groupings and we will utilise the fantastic Breakout Room 
function in GoogleMeet for small group interaction. As the teacher and days may differ each week, please see 
your daughter’s ‘Daily Work for Virtual School’ page on Firefly for her allocated day, which will be clearly 
marked on there, along with a new GoogleMeet link.  
 
Modern Foreign Language Lessons  
Until the end of term, Ms Granada, will be teaching Spanish to the girls in Reception - Year 6 and French to 
the girls in Year 3 - 6. The older girls will know of Ms Grenada because she provided pre recorded language 
lessons for KS2 before half term; she is looking forward to teaching the younger girls too. Our language 
assistant, Ms Fuentes, will continue to provide encouragement and support to the girls in Reception - Year 2 
and will liaise with Ms Grenada to award the ‘Estrella de España’ each week.  
 
Clubs Update  
This term, we will be continuing with our current club provision which includes external extracurricular 
clubs and specialist teacher clubs. To sign your daughter up for one of the below activities, please click on 
her year group in the table below (located in the margin), which will take you to the appropriate sign-up 
sheet. Once you have successfully completed the form, a GoogleMeet link will appear on the submission 
page. Please ensure you save this link in preparation for the club.  
 
If your daughter attended one of these clubs last term, there is no need to sign up again.  
Please note that the club will only run if 5 or more children sign up to participate.  
 

 

Reception 
Wednesday 
3.30PM - 4.00PM 

Fun and Games with 
Mrs Jarman  

 

Musical 
Theatre/Dance with 

Miss Shine  
 

 

Year 1 & 2 
Thursday  
3.30PM - 4.00PM 

Musical 
Theatre/Dance with 

Miss Shine  
 

Fun and Games with 
Miss Bolton 

 

Music Performance 
Platform with Mrs 

Rattenbury  
 

Years 3 & 4 
Monday  
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

Music Performance 
Platform with Miss 

Pepper  
 

Illustration Club with 
Mr Fellows  

 

Musical 
Theatre/Dance with 

Miss Shine  
 

Year 5 
Wednesday  

Illustration Club 
with Mr Fellows  

Music Performance 
Platform with Miss 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBlzT55LNn1hXzSJjhtD7hUo6xIDLMQCVAZDOEzGOcN9AxiA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEV5OJiP34KL51sEVRm917602T1pYLpiNxVHre6BKG1bHW5Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHalUF2zI-1DeqF3i_Ct4UuXy60CPbiW3oT5t06Fjt1kF1UA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZ2uNsbXzRgbMpyWNuW0zJRtZNgHfsa1Efi_WRQI9LiELhCQ/viewform


 

 
World Book Day - Thursday 4 March 
Although we will be celebrating World Book Day a little differently this year due to 
Virtual School, we are still eagerly anticipating the day and are very much looking 
forward to all the exciting activities planned. These include: dressing up and 
book-themed lessons from all teachers as well as talks and workshops throughout the 
day from author and illustrator, Karin Littlewood and author, Megan Rix!  
 
This year, book tokens will be issued electronically and can 

be accessed here.  The token is valid between 8 February and 28 March 2021, 
and can either be used in exchange for a free book (all books that are included 
can be found here) or used to get £1 off another book. N.B. As stated on the 
token, please check with participating booksellers in advance about how you 
can redeem your token. 
 
Calling all Entrepreneurs - Friday 12 March 
Year 6 pupils are currently undertaking a project all about entrepreneurship and Mr Fellows would like to 
arrange for a business visitor to speak to both Year 6 classes, virtually, on Friday 12 March. The purpose of 
the talk is to give pupils the opportunity to explore the life of an entrepreneur and the challenges 
associated with setting up a business by hearing from and questioning a real entrepreneur; it also helps 
them gain an understanding of the concept of business mentoring and allows them to get practical advice 
from an experienced entrepreneur. If you are interested in sharing your story and answering the pupils' 
questions, please contact Mr Fellows via the School office: jsoffice@channing.co.uk The Year 6 pupils have 
their DT lessons on Fridays at 11.30am and 2pm and each session would last for approximately 45 minutes.  

 
Virtual Parents’ Evenings 
This term, Parents’ Evenings will take place on Thursday 11 March and Tuesday 16 
March from 4.20pm until 7.00pm.  
 
All parents will be able to speak to their daughter’s Form teacher virtually via a 
Google Meet.  
 
The girls are very lucky to also have many Specialist teachers. This term, they will 

be available for five minute appointments on a first come first served basis for the following year groups/ 
classes: 

● Miss Rattenbury (Reception - Year 2 Music)  
● Miss Pepper (Year 3 - 6 Music)  
● Mr Fellows (Year 3 - 6 Art & DT) 
● Miss Conway (Reception - Y6 Drama)  
● Miss Williams (Year 3 - 6 Geography) 
● Mrs Jarman (Reception S, Reception B, 1M, 1P, 2E, 2M PE)  
● Miss Bolton (3C, 3F, 4N, 4R, 5M, 5S, 6E, 6W PE)  
● Ms Jupp (Reception - Y6 Book Recommendations from the Librarian)  

 
Parents with daughters in different year groups are advised to book one appointment with Specialist 
teachers; they will be able to provide comments and advice for all of your children in one meeting.  
 
Please book appointments with Form teachers and Specialist teachers through the SchoolBase Parents’ 
Portal. Please click here to access the Parents’ Evening Booking Guide, which takes you, step by step, 
through the process. A copy of the guide is also available in your portal: Reports & Other Documents.  
 

 

3.30PM - 4.00PM     Pepper  

Year 6 
Thursday 
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

Book Illustration 
Club with Ms Jupp  

 

Drama Improv Club 
with Mrs Conway  

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1alr4DrO2jB0kXqy2L1lTxDt2nUal0xy-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.worldbookday.com/books/
mailto:jsoffice@channing.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/101VSChY8BSEXRqDQcnbsil25UHcyUA1qSNSrWWsQnQc/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvibx9IgEOF9M-zpqbMl9uTYklhKURIy5RAusgyTVPVzoQWw/viewform


 
The booking system will be open from 8pm on Monday 1 March until 8pm on Sunday 7 
March. Please check that your SchoolBase Parents’ Portal login works. If you experience any difficulties 
using this system in advance of 1 March, please email schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk and describe the 
problem you are having. 
 
Late Owls will continue to run as normal on Thursday 11 March and Tuesday 16 March. However, due to 
Parents’ Evenings, the only clubs that will be running on those evenings will be the externally run ones: 
Mandarin (Tuesday), and App Making and KS1 YogaBugs (Thursday). 
 
E-Safety Tip 
With #Omegle in the BBC spotlight due to increased use by younger users in 
the UK, we wanted to share a link to an online safety guide. Omegle is a 
website that pairs random strangers for live text or video chats. Its slogan is 
“Talk to strangers!” Anyone can use the site. Users simply go to Omegle.com 
and then choose ‘Text’ or ‘Video’ chat and the page states how many users are currently online. Omegle 
markets itself as a great way to meet new friends; however, it has been known to feature inappropriate 
content within chats, so it’s important parents are aware of the risks associated with the site. Click here to 
see how parents and carers prevent potential risks to their children. 

 
Eco Tip #13 How about making your own pinata for the next birthday celebration 
using recycled materials? Click here to watch a short video on CBBC showing you 
how it is done. From Chloe (5M) 
 

 
  #MusicMatters 

Visiting Music Staff (VMS) Parents’ Evening  
Thank you to those of you who have made your appointments (bookings for which 
have now closed) to see your daughters' instrumental music teacher virtually either 
tomorrow, Tuesday 23 or Wednesday 24 of this week . Please do remember to log in 
and wait to be admitted. 
 
If you would like to discuss any matters raised at these evenings further with me please email 
juniormuisc@channing.co.uk 
 
On Miss Peppers P's list for marvellous musicians displaying patience, perseverance and practise this week 
are: 
● Emilia B (IM) for sharing some lovely violin playing with her class. Well Done! 
● Sophia A (3F) and Amina A (4N), who during Miss Pepper's Performance Platform Club on 8 

February displayed great confidence, understanding and fabulous encouragement of each other in 
their performances of ‘Rowing Boat’ and ‘Lazy Cowboy’ (Sophia) and a ‘Brahms Lullaby’ ( Amina). 

● Well done also to Aurelia T, Anaya M and Hannah A (all in 1P) who played beautifully in the 
KS1 Performance Platform Club on Thursday 11 February.  

Keep up the great work, girls! 
 
A huge 'shout out ' to both 6E and 6W who this term began a new project 'Black Music/Musicians'. Miss 
Pepper has been totally bowled over by the girls' engagement and their resulting presentations. She was so 
impressed by their mature attitudes and support of each other in their break out rooms. She can't wait to 
have the projects up for all to see!  
 
Look out for the links to both Music Assemblies that we will share with the girls on Thursday and Friday 
this week via their Firefly page and also publish in next week's Bulletin.  A huge thank you for sending in 
these recordings. Please note that if you provided more than one recording, they will have been divided 
between both performances. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-56085499
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/omegle?utm_source=Facebook&utm_campaign=Omegle-2021-Reshare
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWt1tt5cxyc


 
Spotlight on Sport 
Virtual House Challenge  
There is just one week left until the end of this month's challenge. Remember every mile = 1 House Point 
and bonus points will be awarded to any House that beats their January total. Below are the results so far: 
 

 
Spears have already improved upon last month's total; a fantastic effort! Well done to the Spears team. 
Sharpe is also very close! There will be a new focus for March, but for now keep tracking those miles! 
 
Virtual  House Competition Day 
Before the half term break, we hosted our first 
Virtual House Competition Day. We were 
incredibly amazed and proud of how well all of the 
girls performed. Click here to see them in action 
over the last term. 
 
Teaching & Learning News 

Before the half term holidays, our teachers at the Junior School were asked to audit and 
reflect on our Virtual School provision. We are proud of the way both staff and pupils 
have re-engaged with online learning. We are especially delighted by the way that our 
colleagues have embraced technology and are making it work for them. We have seen 
some real innovation from our staff. They are now using a range of apps and software 
including: Jamboard, Whiteboard.fi, Mote for voice note feedback, and online questioning 
approaches. 

 
In the first lockdown, starting in March last year, we used research evidence, our professional judgement 
and experience to inform our decisions and determine the support we provided for Channing pupils and 
how best to deliver Teaching & Learning online. It is clear that this time round, our teachers have built on 
this experience to help them decide which approaches are best suited to the content they are teaching and 
the age of their pupils. 

  
We are not complacent; we are still supporting and training staff to engage with new technology and ideas 
for online teaching, whilst also encouraging them to embed the practices they know work. Both staff and 
pupils alike are developing new skills and approaches to learning that they will continue to use once we are 
back in the classroom. 
 
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS 
● Well done to Isabella M (6E) for walking 101 kilometres over half-term and raising money for 

Youth Adventure Trust.  
 

Girls Enjoying Success Awards 
Well done to: 
● Adah G-K (RB) for reading the rhythm cards independently.  
● Aarya K (RS) for singing ‘Pigs On Holiday’ in solfa with the hand signs independently and singing the 

rhythm names too.  
● Eisha P (RS) for reading the rhythm cards so confidently.  

 

House  Total Miles in 
January 

Total so far in 
February 

Goodwin  1965  1734 

Sharpe  1672  1618 

Waterlow  1914  1543 

Spears  909  1222 

https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/pesports/2020---2021/house-competition-days/february-2021


 
● Aurelia T (1P) for an expressive, confident recital of 'Teddy Bear' poetry upon a mountain of her 

teddies. 
● Clementine R (1P) for diligence and a positive attitude in Maths lessons. She has worked so hard 

to learn a new skill - column addition.  
● Jessica A (1P) for explaining her balancing experiment so clearly in Science. 
● Sofia M (1P) for explaining her balancing experiment so clearly in Science. 
● Cleo M (2M) for the most fluent and expressive read of ‘Fairy Unicorns’. 
● Agatha R (2M) for a sensational TV advert on her caravan, using descriptive language and 

convincing expression! 
● Emmeline W (2M) for an informative comic strip about internet safety. 
● Lexie C (2M) for making excellent groups and describing the variation in Science. 
● Aria B (2M) for persevering with her cartwheels, becoming an expert! 
● Ella S (2M) for a confident and professional debate about electric cars. 
● Selena K (2E) for a well prepared and engaging debate about whether we should all use electric 

cars or not. 
● Lulu M (2E) for an excellent and well prepared debate about whether we should all use electric cars 

or not. 
● Anya P (3C) for using thoughtful, descriptive vocabulary in her excellent persuasive letter to the 

world from ‘The Iron Man’. 
● Maya L (3C) for including a variety of interesting sentence openers in her persuasive letter to the 

world from ‘The Iron Man’. 
● Iris M (3C) for creating similes with her wonderful inventions. 
● Poppy L (3F) for producing entertaining timelapse films of her Science experiments. 
● Rita K-C (3F) for challenging herself to complete more of the Maths extension activities. 
● Sophia A (3F) for challenging herself to complete more of the Maths extension activities. 
● Georgia C (3F) for creating an amazing 'cloud' presentation. 
● Esme E (3F) for writing an extremely persuasive letter to the citizens of earth from the Iron Man. 
● Maheen H (4N) for going above and beyond in her learning, particularly noticeable in her videos for 

PSHE and Children's Mental Health Week. 
● Iris F (4N) for being a great model during Virtual School, showing a great attitude in all her lessons 

and persevering to produce her best work. 
● Rafaella C (4R) for writing a wonderful Acrostic poem about staying safe online for Safer Internet 

Day. 
● Daisy W (4R) for being so positive during Virtual School lessons and persevering in all of her work. 

Great attitude! 
● Maya B (5M) for being a mature, calm and decisive debate chairperson, checking that the rules were 

enforced. 
● Maria P (5M) for being a commanding and decisive debate chairperson, checking that the rules were 

enforced.  
● Nicole K (5M) for being persuasive, passionate and informed in a group debate, using evidence and 

justifications to emphasise her points clearly. 
● Ria D (5M) for being persuasive, passionate and informed in a group debate, using evidence and 

justifications to emphasise her points clearly. 
● Eve P (5M) for being persuasive, passionate and informed in a group debate, using evidence and 

justifications to emphasise her points clearly. 
● Astrid J (5M) for being persuasive, passionate and informed in a group debate, using evidence and 

justifications to emphasise her points clearly. 
● Olivia N (5M) for using evidence and justifications to express herself fluently in a group debate. 
● Charlotte M (5M) for using evidence and justifications to express herself fluently in a group debate. 
● Emma L (5S) for working with Mimi to produce a very informative India presentation. 
● Mimi G (5S) for working with Emma to produce a very informative India presentation. 
● Kira K (6E) for an excellent ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ play script. 
● Coco C (6E) for an excellent ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ play script. 
● Neve C (6E) for perseverance and active learning in Maths. 
● Emily G (6E) for perseverance and active learning in Maths. 
● Sophie B (6E) for improved participation during Virtual Learning. 

 



 
● Ekta A (6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Serrana B (6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Cayetana B-F ( 6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Edith J (6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Alexandra E (6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Freya L (6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Imogen P (6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Erin R (6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Zara J (6W) for completing all tasks set on Mathletics this term. 
● Zaina D (6W) for producing a fantastic film for Safer Internet Day. 
● Isabella C (6W) for contributing to a fantastic Safer Internet Day. 
● Lexie N (6W) for contributing to a fantastic Safer Internet Day. 
● Serrana B (6W) for composing a powerful, emotive poem about the events at Dunkirk. 
● Elena S (6W) for writing and singing a fantastic song about a harmonious world.  
 
 

Please see ‘Dates’ below. 
 
Miss Dina Hamalis 
Head of Junior School 
 

Channing Girls Enjoying Success 
 
 

 

 
 

 

DATES 

February 

Thurs & Fri  25 - 26  Virtual Music Assembly 

Friday   26  Reception Space Adventure Storytelling Workshop: dress up in space-themed 
costumes ready for the mission! For more information see Firefly: Reception Space 
Adventure Storytelling Workshop 

Mon - Fri  22 – 26  Pupil Learning Passport meetings 

Tuesday   23  SS/JS VMS Parents Evening ACA: 5 - 7pm 

March 

Thursday  4  Virtual World Book Day: dress up as a book character, author/illustrator workshops 

Monday  8  Commonwealth Week 
International Women's Day 

Thursday  11  Virtual Parents' Evening 

Mon - Fri  15 – 19  Maths & Future Technologies Week 
LAST WEEK OF INTERNAL CLUBS 

Saturday  20  ABRSM exams 

Tuesday  16  Virtual Parents' Evening 

Mon-Fri  29 - 9  Easter Holiday 

https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/reception-1/virtual-school/spring-2-1/week-beginning-22nd-february
https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/reception-1/virtual-school/spring-2-1/week-beginning-22nd-february


 

 
 

 

 

LAST WEEK OF EXTERNAL CLUBS 

April 

Monday  12  INSET Day for Junior School Staff  

Tuesday  13  Start of Summer Term 


