
 
Dear Parents 
Last week during Children’s Mental Health Week, the girls explored the theme ‘Express Yourself’. We 
discussed how every child can be creative as it’s not about how good you are at painting or singing or 
dancing; it’s about how it makes you feel! Today in assembly, we thought more about making mistakes. If I 
am totally honest with myself (and you), I absolutely hate making mistakes; I am a perfectionist! So much so 
that when I was at school, I remember rewriting an English essay as a got a B rather than my usual A. It 
sounds ridiculous to me now having worked in education for twenty years; however, at the time I was 
distraught. I do like doing things in a considered way and getting them right; however, over the years I have 
learned that if I make a mistake rather than feeling embarrassed, sad or angry with myself, I have to reflect 
and learn from my errors.   

In order to illustrate this fundamental point and help the girls to develop a 
growth mindset (rather than having a fixed mindset), I read the girls the story 
today: The Girl who never made Mistakes by Mark Pett and Gary Rubinstein. 
It’s about Beatrice, a nine year old girl who has never, not once made a 
mistake! She is practically perfect in every way (a bit like the Mary Poppins 
song).  Life for her is sailing along very smoothly until she does the unthinkable 
- she makes her first mistake and she does it in a very public way! 
 

I hope the story helped the girls to understand that mistakes are opportunities for learning in their school 
work, when playing a musical instrument, acting, taking part in a sport and even when playing in the 
playground or in Forest School. To support this point, the psychologist Hymer said: ‘Every time a child 
does something correctly, she has had a chance to practise something. But every time a child makes a 
mistake, she has a chance to learn.’ 
 
I also hope that by thinking about Beatrice’s story, the girls begin to understand how to deal with their 
feelings when they do make a mistake. They need to realise that it doesn’t mean they are bad at reading if 
you get a word wrong, not very good at Maths if they answer a sum incorrectly, not good at running if they 
trip over or not good at playing the piano if they get a note wrong. Ultimately, it’s ok to make a mistake, as 
long as they are trying their best and learning from what they are doing. After all, they need to learn to 
take risks - something many children particularly girls find challenging - and part of that means not being 
scared to make a mistake. At the beginning of the story, Beatrice was too scared to try ice-skating in case 
she fell over. When she realised she needed to fall to learn to skate, she laughed at these mistakes and had 
so much fun.  
 
Please encourage your daughter as we do at school to learn from her mistakes, let go, laugh and enjoy the 
ride. I’d like to think we are all perfectly imperfect!  
 
Wishing you all a restful (if possible) half term next week! Thank you for your 
continued support this half term; we appreciate having your daughter(s) at 
home may be challenging as you too are trying to work. I hope all of the girls 
have received their card and hot chocolate to enjoy. Also wishing those who 
are celebrating, a Happy Chinese New Year! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXI0iPBrO-w


 
 
Young Artists' Summer Show at The Royal Academy 
Last week, the girls were asked to unleash their creativity as part of Children's 
Mental Health Week. Now, they are invited to put this to good use and create 
a masterpiece fit for exhibition at the prestigious Royal Academy as part of 
the Young Artists' Summer Show 2021. This competition is open to all 
children aged between 5 and 19 years old. 
 

Submission can be done online (for free) and closes on 26 April. We have registered as a school and will share 
further details on how to submit entries in a future Bulletin. Things you need to know: 
● Each pupil can submit up to three artworks of any type and there is no theme.  
● The artwork can be made using any medium. It can be a painting, sculpture, photograph, installation, 

video, drawing, or a combination.  
● When your daughter enters, she will be asked for images of her artwork plus some information about 

the piece such as title, size, and a little text about the artwork and why she made it.  
● There will be a panel of judges and the selected pieces will be shown in an online exhibition. Some of 

the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts. 
 
Your daughter may want to put her thinking cap on and make good use of the half term holiday. 

 
World Book Day - Thursday 4 March 
World Book Day 2021 will be here soon. Even though we will be celebrating with the girls 
at home rather than in school, we will make sure that the day is a wonderful occasion to 
showcase the fantastic world of books with author visits and engaging activities. Now you 
know the date, your daughter may want to start to design and make her fabulous book 
character costume over half term. 
 

We are delighted that Karin Littlewood, illustrator of ‘The Colour of Home’ and ‘Immi’, will be leading 
some live, virtual workshops with all year groups across the school. In addition, KS2 classes will be meeting 
inspirational Megan Rix, author of ‘The Victory Dogs’ and ‘The Hero Pup’, during some live online sessions.  

 
Eco Tip #11 Instead of driving your car, use the tube or bus instead to cut air 
pollution. But don’t forget your mask and hand sanitiser! Eva B (3C) 
 

 
  #MusicMatters  

For all parents whose daughters have individual music lessons at school, we are 
delighted to be able to invite you to the Individual Music Lessons Parents' 
Evening: VMS Parent Evening Invite where you will have the opportunity to speak 
with your daughters' instrumental teacher about her progress, concerns and 
practice routines. As with previous Parent evenings this will be online. Please see 
VMS Parent Evening Booking Instructions. 
 
Miss Pepper's P's Practice, Perseverance and Patience for marvellous musicians: 
● Imogen K (5M) for some fabulous Bassoon playing! Ms Trigg, her teacher, was delighted, especially 

given that since she stated the Bassoon most lessons have been virtual! Keep up the great work! 
● Clio R (1M) for sharing 2 viola duets, recorded with her teacher, with her class. They were super! 
● Arya M (1M) for sharing her recorder and viola playing with her class. Well Done Arya! 
● Hannah A (1P) who played for a second week running in Miss Rattenbury's Performance Platform 

club. This time she gave a very elegant rendition of ‘Katie's Waltz’. Keep up the great playing, 
Hannah! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H1IIx6-vc8Oqk5UFm_rNHsTv2g5E6alibq1_ouuPUkc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kQ1kR6t58-m0hiyCnzQBt0R_ACq9u_Smcc7dHLW110I/edit


 
 
 
Spotlight on Sport 
Virtual House Challenge  
We are one week into the February challenge and still running strong. Despite the current restrictions and, 
of course, the British weather we are out there exercising, staying healthy and collecting House Points! 
Click here to see the Sports Leaders announcing this week's results.  
 
LIVE House Competition Day 
The girls need to remember to join Miss Bolton and Mrs Jarman for their House Meet this Thursday 11 
February.  They will need to wear their House colours and have their equipment ready. The Google Meet 
links can be found on Firefly here and will also be posted onto the girls’ class Firefly page on Thursday 
morning. Good luck to all of the teams!  
 

 
 

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS 
● Well done to Eva L (2E) who was very creative during Children’s 

Mental Health Week by drawing, painting and playing violin. 
 
Girls Enjoying Success Awards 
Well done to: 

● Evelyn H (RB) for drawing a fantastic treasure map with 
clear labels. 

● Tabitha T (RB) for improved effort and enthusiasm with 
all her home learning. 

● Cici C (RB) for her enthusiasm and effort with all her home learning! 
● Clarice T (RB) for independently writing a fantastic story about the ‘Rainbow Fish’. 
● Eliana R (RB) for showing fantastic independence during live lessons. 
● Riley K (RB) for remembering all the actions and words when performing the 'Rainbow 

Fish'. 
● Talllulah A (RB) for monitoring the rubbish in her house and coming up with great ideas to 

help her family be more sustainable. 
● Ariella T (RS) for her excellent work reading ‘Rabbits in the Rain’ in stick notation. 
● Scarlett R (1M) for writing an incredibly thoughtful and creative comic adventure 'Save the 

Day'.  Well done Scarlett. 

 

https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/pesports/2020---2021/virtual-house-challenge/announcements
https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/pesports/2020---2021/house-competition-days/february-2021


 
● Talia B (1M) for showing excellent creativity during virtual learning and painting beautiful 

pictures.  Keep it up Talia.  
● Ayra M (1M) for displaying such a thoughtful imagination and excellent story writing skills 

when writing her own comic adventure 'Save the day'.  Super work Ayra. 
● Emily C (1M) for putting such an excellent effort into her online learning and regularly 

producing brilliant pieces of work. Fantastic effort Emily. 
● Anlin L (1M) for her continued enthusiasm and eagerness to take on new maths challenges 

and her increasing confidence with new concepts. Super work Anlin. 
● Ottilie B (1M) for her impressive level of motivation, enthusiasm and eagerness in her online 

learning. You have made such excellent progress. Well done Ottilie.  
● Bethan J (1M) for creating an incredibly thoughtful and imaginative picture book for her 

baby brother. Keep up the lovely work Bethan. 
● Katherine V-W (1M) for her wonderfully engaging and entertaining comic adventure, 'Save 

the Day'. Super work Katherine. 
● Zara H (1P) for her fantastic effort in Maths this week. She has showcased resilience and a 

willingness to challenge herself. 
● Aurelia T (1P) for her remarkable creativity and fantastic effort to produce her comic 'Save 

the Day'.  
● Naomi D (1P) for designing a wonderful moving picture featuring sliders and levers. 
● Katherine V (1P) for designing a wonderful moving picture featuring sliders and levers. 
● Aurelia V (1P) for her endless enthusiasm, diligence and energy in her approach to online 

learning.  
● Amberly C (1P) for excellent focus and effort in Maths this week, learning how to add using 

column method successfully. 
● Elisa R (1P) for working incredibly hard to create an imaginative and original comic book 

adventure story.  
● Ella G (2E) for an engaging advert for her car! 
● Daniella W (2E) for designing and making an ideal vehicle for a Year 2 teacher. 
● Shriya S (2E) for designing and making an ideal vehicle for a Year 2 teacher. 
● Yana C (2E) for her continued enthusiasm and effort with all her home learning. 
● Eleen S (2E) for her continued enthusiasm and effort with all her home learning. 
● Eva L (2E) for her continued enthusiasm and effort with all her home learning. 
● Mimi C (2M) for improvements in her handwriting, trying hard to join her letters. 
● Mimi C (2M) for her wonderful performance of ‘London Bridge’ as a partner song with ‘Go 

Tell Aunt Nancy’.  
● Sarah S (2M) for her excellent research on rabbits. 
● Daisy C (2M) for designing and making an ideal vehicle for a Year 2 teacher. 
● Matilda B (2M) for designing and making an ideal vehicle for a Year 2 teacher. 
● Aliana D (2M) for designing and making an ideal vehicle for a Year 2 teacher 
● Helena B (2M) for her wonderful performance of ‘London Bridge’ as a partner song with 

‘Go Tell Aunt Nancy’.  
● Maya L (3C) for making a fantastic rain gauge and using it to measure the weather. 
● Sophia F (3C) for using her imagination to write an interesting description of the creature in 

‘The Iron Man’ story.   
● Thalia R (3C) for writing a very powerful speech as Queen Boudicca to the Iceni tribe to 

help fight the Romans. 
● Charlotte C (3F) for producing a powerful speech as Boudicca to encourage everyone to 

join her on the battlefield. 
● Georgia C (3F) for making a fantastic rain gauge and using it to measure the weather. 
● Esme E (3F) for making a fantastic rain gauge and using it to measure the weather. 
● Arya P (4N) for writing a fantastic Dream Chapter about Varjak Paw! 
● Alice O (4N) for writing a fantastic Dream Chapter about Varjak Paw! 
● Ahana S (4N) for writing a fantastic Dream Chapter about Varjak Paw! 
● Imogen K (5M) for writing a detailed and descriptive list poem, using adjectives and alliteration.  
● Olivia N (5M) for writing a detailed and descriptive list poem, using alliteration and rhyme.  

 



 
● Astrid J (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination when finding the base, height and 

area of triangles. 
● Isla K (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination when finding the base, height and area 

of triangles. 
● Charlotte M (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination when finding the base, height 

and area of triangles. 
● Matilda F (5S) for her incredibly creative list poem based on our class reader, ‘Skellig’. 
● Emma L (5S) for her collaboration with friends in creating a rap based on our class reader, 

‘Skellig’. 
● Mimi G (5S) for her collaboration with friends in creating a rap based on our class reader, 

‘Skellig’. 
● Alizeh M (5S) for her collaboration with friends in creating a rap based on our class reader, 

‘Skellig’. 
● Kira K (6E) for making two delicious WW2 dishes for her Food Technology project. 
● Elena S (6W) for using her computing skills to draw the fabulous birthday party scene 

described in ‘Goodnight Mister Tom.’ 
 

Please see ‘Notices’ and Dates’ below. 
 
Miss Dina Hamalis 
Head of Junior School 
 

Channing Girls Enjoying Success 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DATES 

February 

Tues - Fri   9 -12  JS 4+ Assessments  

Tues   9   Safer Internet Day - Film from Digital Leaders, Form time & activities  

Thurs   11  Virtual House Competition Afternoon: wear House colours 

Friday    12  Chinese New Year 

Mon - Fri  15 - 19  Half-term 

Thurs & Fri  25 - 26  Virtual Music Assembly 

Friday  26  Reception Space Adventure Storytelling Workshop: dress up in space-themed 
costumes ready for the mission! 

Mon - Fri  22 – 26  Pupil Learning Passport meetings 

Tuesday   23  SS/JS VMS & LAMDA Parents Evening ACA: 5 - 7pm 

March 

Thursday  4  Virtual World Book Day: dress up as a book character, author/illustrator workshops 

Monday  8  Commonwealth Week 
International Women's Day 

Thursday  11  Virtual Parents' Evening 

Mon - Fri  15 – 19  Maths & Future Technologies Week 
LAST WEEK OF CLUBS 

Saturday  20  ABRSM exams 

Tuesday  16  Virtual Parents' Evening 

Mon-Fri  29 - 9  Easter Holiday 

April 

Monday  12  INSET Day for Junior School Staff  

Tuesday  13  Start of Summer Term 


