
Dear Parents
This morning, I eagerly jumped out of bed as I was very much looking forward to welcoming all of the girls
and staff back into school. It is proving to be a fantastic and energising day (exactly what the doctor
ordered!) As I sit in my office writing this I cannot express how much I am enjoying hearing the sound of
children all around; it’s music to my ears!

The icing on the cake is that not only are we all back together in
person, we are all in the main building, Fairseat (yay!). The girls and
staff in Reception, Year 1M, Year 5 and Year 6 are thrilled to be
teaching and learning in their new classrooms. Miss Pepper and Ms
Jupp are also delighted to have the Music Room and Library back
into the Stable Block. We have also started using the Pavilion for
what it was designed: a support space for PE and Forest School.



As well as being a special day as we have reopened, it’s
also International Women’s Day which is, of course,
particularly important for us as a girls’ school. The

theme this year is #ChooseToChallenge. A challenged world is an alert world. Today we celebrate women’s
achievements and challenge unfairness and inequality with the hope that we can work together to create a
world where everyone is equal.

In this morning’s assembly, I explained, much to some of the girls’ surprise (their faces displayed shock,
upset and shock), that girls and women and boys and men are not always treated the same or fairly. In many
countries in the past, and even today, women are treated worse or differently than men. Although the lives
of many women have got better, today is a day for action and change to create a balanced world for
everyone, regardless of gender.

As a woman and a Head of a girls’ school, I am thankful that our pupils, your daughters will be able to
choose to go to university, to work in every kind of job and be paid fairly for it, to vote in elections, to get
married and/or have children and to make important decisions about their lives or their families.

As you know, many people including the Suffragettes in the Victorian era and Malala Yousafzai have worked,
or are still working, to make things better for women across the world. Today, we remember all of these
inspiration role models. We also remember that some women still need to fight for their opinions to be
heard or to do what they want to do with their lives.

During assembly, we considered the following questions that you may want to explore further with your
daughter(s):
● Does it matter if toys say ‘for boys’ or ‘for girls’?
● Does it matter if girls like football or boys like unicorns?
● Is it okay for boys to cry when they’re sad?
● Do you have to be a boy to be good at some things and a girl to be good at others?

You may also find these thought-provoking: For International Women's Day 2021 and beyond will you
#ChooseToChallenge? and International Women's Day 2021- Choose To Challenge Song

Back to school
Timetable
Now we have welcomed all of the girls and staff back to school, your daughter will follow her individual
class timetable, a copy can be found on her class Firefly page. Teachers discussed their class timetables with
the girls during extended Form Time today to outline provision and to highlight days requiring specialist kit
and equipment such as: PE lesson and Forest School days. If you have any queries about your daughter’s
timetable, please contact her Form teacher by emailing jsoffice@channing.co.uk.

Reception - Year 2 Reading
The teachers in Reception - Year 2 will be spending the first week back assessing the girls’ reading levels.
All pupils will be sent home with their reading records and a new book on Friday 12 March.

Library
The library will reopen on Tuesday 9 March for library lessons and during the lunch hour. There will be a
lunchtime timetable for year groups; girls will be able to borrow books. Returned library books will be
quarantined for 72 hours in the library before being made available to borrow again.

Covid Testing
There is a government scheme which encourages anyone in a household with children attending school to
use LFD home tests for asymptomatic testing for Covid, twice weekly. The tests kits are free and can be
ordered / collected using the link below: Rapid lateral flow testing for households.

https://youtu.be/pHdNkpT954U
https://youtu.be/pHdNkpT954U
https://youtu.be/YSIOxhAsWDU
mailto:jsoffice@channing.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


Our arrangements for pupils self-isolating, in quarantine or residing overseas with restricted travel due to
Covid-19
As we outlined in last week’s Bulletin, we are likely to continue to have a small number of pupils who are
having to self isolate, or quarantine, or are residing overseas with restricted travel due to Covid-19, and are
consequently unable to be in school but otherwise are well enough to complete work at home. The working
day following school being informed of your daughter’s absence, pupils will be invited to join all Mathematics
and English (excluding ReadWriteInc Phonics and Spelling) lessons, via a Google Meet link, according to their
class timetable. Immediately following school notification, pupils will be encouraged to complete
independent, project-based tasks from across the curriculum, available on their class ‘Virtual School’ page on
Firefly. This menu of activities will differ for pupils in Reception, Years 1 & 2, Years 3 & 4, Years 5 & 6 and will
change fortnightly. Pupils will also be invited to join pastoral live interaction with school on Mondays and
Tuesdays. Please see the JS Virtual School Document - Virtual School Guidance for more information.

Follow us on social media
I am looking forward to seeing all of the wonderful things the girls will be doing at School. To see the
myriad of activities that the girls enjoy, follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Miss_Dina_Hamalis
Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account and Channing Facebook Account .

World Book Day Competition Reminder
For World Book Day, the Charity Champions launched a competition where your daughter could design a
book cover for her favourite book. To enter, they just had to donate £2 via the Just Giving page. The
deadline for the competition is Tuesday 9 March, so there is still time left to enter! There will be prizes for
the KS1 winner and KS2 winner, as well as runner up prizes.

Virtual Parents’ Evenings
The teachers look forward to speaking to you at our Virtual Parents’ Evenings this week
on Thursday 11 March and next week on Tuesday 16 March. Please note that the booking
system is now closed. You will receive a PDF file via email, containing the Google Meet
links for each Form and Specialist teacher you have booked an appointment with. Please
click on the correct link at the time of each of your confirmed appointments and wait for

the teacher to admit you to the meeting.

Late Owls will continue to run as normal on both evenings. However, the only clubs that will be running will
be the externally run ones: Mandarin (Tuesday 16 March), and App Making and KS1 YogaBugs (Thursday 11
March).

Wrap around care
Please find below separate sign up forms for Early Birds, Mini Owls and Late Owls.
You will need to sign up in advance for the remainder of Spring term.

Early Birds (Before School): sign up
The girls can be dropped off at the main gate/ ‘old’ dining hall between 7.30am and

7.55am. They will be given a healthy breakfast and there are a choice of activities. The girls will stay until their
class entry time. Pupils in Year 4, 5 and 6 will need to come into the school and go down the stairs to the
Fairseat Hall. Please can they bring a book, or an activity such as knitting or sewing that they can do
independently.  There is no charge for this.

Mini Owls (After School): sign up
This runs from 3.05pm-3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays). The girls will be taken by their Form teacher ten minutes
after their pick up time. Parents will only be able to collect their daughters from Mini Owls at 3.50pm (3.30pm
on a Friday) at the main gate, unless they are attending Late Owls. There is no charge for this.

Late Owls (After School): sign up
This runs from 3.50pm - 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). From 4.30 - 5.15pm (3.30 - 4.15pm Fridays) there will
be a structured activity for the girls and the girls will be offered a snack of soup or a sandwich. The girls can
be picked up either before 4.30pm (3.30pm on Fridays) or after from 5.30pm (4.30pm on Fridays). You will
need to collect your daughter from the ‘old’ dining room in the Stable Block. Normal charges apply.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BSLfwN3xx2_M4Bns7C7USz30FhtN379OU3tYwFDX-k0/edit
https://www.instagram.com/channing_school/
https://instagram.com/miss_dina_hamalis?igshid=thunmv8vosfr
https://instagram.com/miss_dina_hamalis?igshid=thunmv8vosfr
https://twitter.com/ChanningSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/channing-junior-world-book-day
https://forms.gle/5vnsjtj5ZQRuTqmQ8
https://forms.gle/k4mfBy7p3E1hFUsz6
https://forms.gle/F15fGYbbUHZaurFg8


Art Attack
Young Art Exhibition
Last week, three talented artists, Aurelia V (1P), Iris (3C) and Isabella (6E) attended a special virtual
event in celebration of their artwork being selected to appear in the 30th ‘Young Art’ Exhibition. As well as
hearing from the judges and patrons, prizes were awarded and visitors to the online exhibition were invited
to bid for the works of art in order to fundraise for a special charity: Young Art that supports vital research
into childhood cancers, led by Dr Karin Straathof and her team at UCL Great Ormond Street Institute of
Child Health. We are very proud of the girls who were selected for this wonderful exhibition and helped
raise money for such a worthy cause!

Young Artists' Summer Show at The Royal Academy
A reminder that we are inviting pupils to put forward an artwork fit for
exhibition at the prestigious Royal Academy as part of the Young Artists'
Summer Show 2021. Things you need to know:

● Each pupil can submit up to three artworks of any type and there is no theme.
● The artwork can be made using any medium. It can be a painting (including digital), sculpture,

photograph, installation, video, drawing, or a combination.
● A parent must complete a permission form for their child's artwork to be submitted. You can print

the form at home or request one by emailing jsoffice@channing.co.uk.
● You must provide the school office with jpeg images of your artwork plus the following information

about the piece:
● title
● size
● medium (e.g. pastels)
● a short description of the artwork and the inspiration behind it

● The artwork will be seen by a panel of judges and selected pieces will be shown in an online
exhibition. Some of the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts.

● Entries must be sent into school by Wednesday 21 April so that we can process them before the
deadline.

Eco tip #15 Plant your own herb garden. Plant the herbs, e.g basil and coriander, in
small pots and keep them inside the house, close to a sunny window. You will always
have fresh herbs and cut out plastic on packaged herbs. From Miss Baker,
Sustainability Coordinator

#MusicMatters
Visiting Music Staff (VMS) Lessons
Given that lessons during the school day are not possible, our team of Visiting
Music staff have been asked to adapt their virtual lesson timetables between 8 -
25 March. The ultimate aim is being able to have as many live, face to face lessons
as possible next term. Please be mindful that each of our team of 15 VMS have
individual circumstances, eg. Strings and Piano teachers began teaching earlier in
September as part of our phased return, so each of them will have a varying
amount of lessons to deliver for the rest of this term.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e1WSpAdzBMLzBTSx_Wg90RStL8i4fUpN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e1WSpAdzBMLzBTSx_Wg90RStL8i4fUpN/view?usp=sharing
mailto:jsoffice@channing.co.uk


If your daughter has not received the full quota, the remaining lesson(s) will be added onto next term in
order to reach the quota of 30 lessons in the school year. If, by the end of the academic year, the teacher
was unable to give the full quota then you will receive a refund.

You may find the following information from the Junior School Music Booklet useful:
Your daughter will receive 30 lessons over the academic year (which is usually 36/37 weeks long). It is
important to note that, as the terms are of uneven length you may find that your daughter has 12 or 13
lessons in the Autumn Term, 10 in the Spring and the remainder in the Summer. For ease, the payment
is spread as 10 lessons equally across each term. This flexibility of lessons enables our Visiting Music Staff to
accommodate some of the changes that occur during the school term such as outings, workshops,
rehearsals and school tests. Visiting Music Staff are fully aware of all the events happening at
school and adapt the music timetables as necessary to ensure that the girls receive their 30 lessons a year.

If you have any further queries please do contact Miss Pepper via: juniormusic@channing.co.uk

On Miss Peppers P's list for marvellous musicians displaying patience, perseverance and practise this week
are:
● Amina A (3F) and Sophia A (3F) who both displayed skill and musicianship in their performances

of 'Skye Boat Song' and 'Happy Go Lucky' in their Performance Platform. What a delightful way to end
a Monday! Thank you girls.

● Well done also to Leila I (1M) who joined Miss Rattenbury's Performance Platform and played three
pieces on her violin. Keep up the excellent work, Leila!

Spotlight on Sport
Virtual House Challenge
‘My Personal Best’ is well underway this month, with members of our Strava  groups collecting House
Points for achieving personal records for their walks/runs. This means that they have improved upon a past
performance. For each PB they are awarded 10 House Points. Below are the results so far:

● Goodwin - 520
● Spears - 350
● Sharpe - 180
● Waterlow - 40

Remember to send a screenshot of your to jspe@channing.co.uk

Euston Foodbank Donations
We will resume collecting donations for Euston Foodbank. The girls can place
their donations in the large labelled blue bins by the School Office. Please note
that even though specific year groups have been allocated, anyone can donate.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

● March: Year 3 and Year 2
● April & May: Year 2 and Year 1
● June & July: Reception

Teaching & Learning News
“I don’t like it when I have to mark my own work, isn’t it the teacher’s job?”
Informed by research and pedagogy, staff at the Junior School continue to encourage
pupils to get more involved in their own learning and feedback. Black and Williams (1998)
state that: “self- motivated feedback has significant positive effects on learning across all
areas.” It provides the perfect opportunity to build depth into assessment because when

mailto:juniormusic@channing.co.uk
mailto:jspe@channing.co.uk


pupils are engaging in self-reflection and feedback, our learners develop useful assessment skills. As a result,
self-assessment can be motivational: it allows pupils to reflect on what they need to do next. These
metacognitive strategies also have a positive impact on pupil progress: according to the EEF toolkit on
metacognition: “Pupils need timely, effective feedback and strategies to be able to judge accurately how
effectively they are learning.” Self assessment allows pupils of all ages to reflect on how to improve their
learning and helps them to develop these metacognitive skills. Whether your daughter has returned to her
classroom today, or is continuing to access Virtual School provision, our teachers will continue to encourage
her to take greater ownership of her learning to continue to produce real improvements in her progress.

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Andrea A (RB) for an interesting and exciting Show and Tell about Mars!
● Romy G (RB) for a fabulous and creative performance of Elsa on World Book Day!
● Imogen M (RB) for her enthusiasm and effort with all her virtual learning at school!
● Aurelia T (1P) for fantastic garden plant map.
● Amberly C-H (1P) for her work on recycling.
● Evelina C-D (1P) for superb work using bar models to solve addition problems.
● Hannah A (1P) for fantastic problem solving using bar models.
● Shivika B (1P) for fantastic problem solving using bar models.
● Hannah G (1P) for very well drawn bar models.
● Ottoline H (1P) for her bar model work.
● Eva L (2E) for creating and presenting a terrifically eye-catching and informative poster about

Electrical Safety.
● Arina V (3C) for writing detailed character profiles for each of the three characters in ‘The

Spiderwick Chronicles’.
● Felicity R (3C) for showing great perseverance with Maths tasks during remote learning.
● Sara A (3C) for writing a really creative description of a secret room.
● Aubrey B (3C) for writing a wonderfully descriptive piece, using long and short sentences for effect.
● Evangeline d-M (3F) for leading the class in an entertaining exercise routine.
● Grace G (6E) for a fantastic poem about fear.
● Coco C (6E) for being an excellent and enthusiastic representative for the Junior School when filming a

virtual tour.
● Isabella M (6E) for her fundraising efforts outside of school completing the Resilience Challenge.
● Esme C (6W) for being an excellent and enthusiastic representative for the Junior School when

filming a virtual tour.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

Channing Girls Enjoying Success





DATES

March

Monday 8 School reopens for all pupils
International Women's Day

Thursday 11 Virtual Parents' Evening

Monday 15 Y3 Virtual Ancient Rome Workshop

Mon - Fri 15 – 19 Maths Week
LAST WEEK OF INTERNAL CLUBS
N.B External clubs will continue until the end of term

Tuesday 16 Virtual Parents' Evening

Thurs & Fri 18 - 19 Y6 Virtual Workshop and WWII Day

Monday 22 Y2 Titanic Workshop
Y4 Virtual Aztec Minecraft Workshop

Date TBC - Y3 & Y4 Virtual Dance & Drama Showcase (tbc)

Mon - Thurs 22 - 25 LAST WEEK OF EXTERNAL CLUBS

Thursday 25 Easter Bonnet Parade
TERM ENDS (Staggered finish)

Fri - Mon 26 - 12 Easter Holiday

April

Monday 12 INSET Day for Staff

Tuesday 13 Start of Summer Term

Mon - Fri 19 - 23 Healthy Schools Week
CLUBS BEGIN THIS WEEK

Wednesday 21 WATERSPORTS BEGIN FOR Y6 (tbc)

Thursday 22 WATERSPORTS BEGIN FOR Y5 (tbc)

Saturday 24 ABRSM exams

Mon - Fri 26 - 30 Y6 Residential Trip to PGL Osmington Bay in Dorset (tbc)

May

Monday 3 Bank Holiday - School closed

Thursday 6 Class Photographs

Weds - Fri 19 - 21 Y5 trip to Residential Trip PGL Liddington in Wiltshire (tbc)



Thursday 20 Y4N Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde (tbc)

Friday 21 Cultural Diversity Day

Thursday 27 Y4R Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde (tbc)

Friday 28 Non Uniform Day/Charity Day

Mon - Fri 31 - 4 Half-term


