
Dear Parents
Can you believe that tomorrow it has been a year since the first UK
lockdown?  The charity, Marie Curie is marking this with a National
Day of Reflection to encourage us to reflect on our collective loss,
support those who've been bereaved, and hope for a brighter
future. This ties in perfectly with the many Spring and Easter
symbols that represent new life and new beginnings. As the girls eat

their Easter eggs from the Easter Egg Hunt (thank you to the Channing Association
for providing these) and admire their daffodils (we will give them all a bunch
tomorrow), we will encourage them to look to a brighter and more positive
future!

As I have said many times before, it is fundamental that we remind the girls that even
during this challenging time there are lots of positive facets to their lives including very
importantly being part of our fantastic community. In my head (ha! no pun intended), I
envisage the Junior School as the land of Narnia; The Chronicles of Narnia being my
favourite childhood books (I still have the collection I devoured as a child on my
bookshelf). Behind the forbidding walls and inside the Victorian building lies a magical
world where the girls truly thrive and enjoy the cornucopia of activities and opportunities
on offer to them. The recently published interim Good Schools Guide Junior School
Review encapsulated some of this magic. I hope they can visit in person soon to see, hear
and feel all that is the Junior School for themselves.

Our many traditions add to the wonderful experience for the girls and staff. On the last day of term, we will
celebrate with our much coveted Easter Bonnet Parade (of course, in a Covid-secure way). Whilst we are
currently unable to attend a whole school assembly in the Senior School, we will watch Mark Reading (and no
this isn’t a renowned speaker as I heard a new parent ask at the end of last term; it’s the our way of doing
Prize Giving when traditionally the girls’ marks were read out). We will celebrate girls’ successes across the
school and be proud of the girls nominated for Headmistress’ commendations.

We will also end the term by Skipping Out at home time. For those of you who don’t know, all of the pupils
and staff ‘skip out’ to R. Schumann - Kinderszenen Op.15, 8. Am Kamin - Vladimir Horowitz in order to
celebrate another successful term and to rejoice the holidays. I remember when I was appointed as the Head
of the Junior School; one of my very good friends, a Channing alumna said, ‘do you know that you will be
‘skipping out’ the whole school at the end of every term?’ I was puzzled and looked at her for clarification:
‘Dina, as the Head of the Junior School, you will skip out of the hall with the Reception girls at the end of
every term and everyone else will follow you!’ I was intrigued and am now missing ‘skipping out’ from the
Senior School hall. Let’s hope we can all be together again soon. Here’s to keeping up traditions and to making
new memories!

We have delved into the school archives to find some interesting facts and great photographs. Have a look at
this presentation to find out more about: The History of Channing.

Happy Easter to those of you celebrating! Additionally, Chag Pesach samech for those of you celebrating
Passover! Happy Holi to others! May your life always be filled with the colours of joy and happiness!

https://www.channing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Good-Schools-Guide-%E2%80%93-Channing-Junior-School-Review.docx-1.pdf
https://www.channing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Good-Schools-Guide-%E2%80%93-Channing-Junior-School-Review.docx-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdLYWM7gREE
https://www.channing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Heritage-Weekend-Lauderdale-House-Channing-Presenation-.pdf


Easter Bonnet Parade & Easter Egg Hunt
On Thursday 25 March, as per tradition, the girls are asked to bring in homemade Easter Bonnets.
Just a simple sun hat decorated with a few flowers/bunnies/eggs/chicks is fantastic; alternatively
there are some super kits on Amazon Prime if you want to get a bit more crafty. The girls will
participate in a Covid-secure parade.

They will also take part in an Easter Egg hunt for each year group ‘bubble’. The Channing
Association has kindly supplied the chocolate eggs; these contain dairy (milk) and soya and come
with the warning that they are made in a factory which handles tree nuts and peanuts.
Consequently, if your daughter is allergic to any of these ingredients, please can you send in
alternative treats for her on Thursday morning. For quantity guidance, we have allowed 3 small mini
eggs for each girl. Once girls with allergies have found their eggs, their teachers will swap these for
the treats you have provided.

Food Allergies
Please log onto Schoolbase to check that your daughter’s food allergies and intolerances are up-to-date,
making sure you also remove information if it is no longer applicable. If you have made any amendments,
please email jsoffice@channing.co.uk to confirm the changes.

Working as a community to prevent Covid-19 cases
As you know, we have put many protocols in place to make the school Covid-secure. We greatly appreciate
your support; however, I would like to remind you that playdates and sleepovers are not permitted under the
current guidance. The girls may be in ‘bubbles’ at school; however, they should not be visiting their friends’
homes. We hope this changes soon.

During the first weekend of the holidays, please contact us if your daughter has developed symptoms within
48 hours of being in school and has tested positive for Covid-19. We can identify close contacts and advise
self-isolation.

Medicines Policy
In order for the staff at school to correctly and safely administer your daughter’s medicine, you need to
complete a Medication Administration Consent Form. You need to give this to your daughter to bring in
with her medication in its original container to give to the School Office at the start of the school day.
Alternatively, particularly for the younger girls, you can give both to her Form teacher at morning drop off.
The form can be found within the Medicines Policy (found in the Policies section of our school website).
Please either complete the form online and send it to jsoffice@channing.co.uk or print it so it can be
handed into the School Office.

Grade Sheets
We hope you found your meetings with the teachers at Parents’ Evenings informative. The teachers will
have addressed your daughters’ strengths, as well as identified specific areas for further improvement. In
addition, all Form Teachers in Key Stage 2 (Year 3 - Year 6) have completed your daughters’ Grade Sheets
for the Spring term. The grades reflect your daughter’s performance so far - two thirds of the way through
the academic year - in lessons, assessments, homework and her response to feedback. We hope they
provide an overall picture of what your daughter has achieved to date. You can access your daughter’s
Grade Sheet on Thursday 25 March from 3pm on Schoolbase. If you have difficulties, please contact Peter
Williams, our SchoolBase Data Manager: schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk.

Summer Term Extracurricular Clubs
For confirmation of your daughter’s club(s) for the Summer Term, please log onto the Parent Portal. If you
have any queries, please email: jsreceptionist@channing.co.uk.

mailto:jsoffice@channing.co.uk
https://www.channing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Medicines-Policy-2019-TF.docx.pdf
https://www.channing.co.uk/information/policies/
mailto:jsoffice@channing.co.uk
mailto:schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk
mailto:jsreceptionist@channing.co.uk


GSA Young People’s Creative Writing Competition 2021
The Girls’ School Association are currently running a creative writing
competition for children from Years 3 and above. This year’s theme is: What
have we learnt from the pandemic that will influence our lives tomorrow? The
competition is optional, but is a wonderful opportunity to write a piece of

poetry or short fiction about the pandemic. For further information about the competition, including hints and
tips, please see here. To participate, please upload a typed copy of your daughter’s entry onto her Google
Classroom page, which will then be submitted on her behalf, by Miss Wright. The deadline for all entries is
Friday 23 April.

Wrap around Care
Please find below separate sign up forms for Early Birds, Mini Owls and Late Owls.
You will need to sign up in advance for the Summer Term .

Early Birds (Before School): sign up
The girls can be dropped off at the main gate/ ‘old’ dining hall between 7.30am and

7.55am. They will be given a healthy breakfast and there are a choice of activities. The girls will stay until their
class entry time. Pupils in Year 4, 5 and 6 will need to come into the school and go down the stairs to the
Fairseat Hall. Please can they bring a book, or an activity such as knitting or sewing that they can do
independently.  There is no charge for this.

Mini Owls (After School): sign up
This runs from 3.05pm-3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays). The girls will be taken by their Form teacher ten minutes
after their pick up time. Parents will only be able to collect their daughters from Mini Owls at 3.50pm (3.30pm
on a Friday) at the main gate, unless they are attending Late Owls. There is no charge for this.

Late Owls (After School): sign up
This runs from 3.50pm - 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). From 4.30 - 5.15pm (3.30 - 4.15pm Fridays) there will
be a structured activity for the girls and the girls will be offered a snack of soup or a sandwich. The girls can
be picked up either before 4.30pm (3.30pm on Fridays) or after from 5.30pm (4.30pm on Fridays). You will
need to collect your daughter from the ‘old’ dining room in the Stable Block. Normal charges apply.

#MusicMatters
We are really looking forward to welcoming our team of Visiting Music Staff (VMS) back to
school in the first week of the Summer Term. If your daughter usually has a music lesson
on a Tuesday, please send her in with her instrument and music on the first day of term,
Tuesday 13 April. We would hope to get the timetables out to you asap but would ask for

your understanding as the VMS will not finalise these until Monday 12 April.

On Tuesday 13 April and Tuesday 20 April we are delighted that we will be joined by Miss Bradbury Rance,
one of our vocal specialists from the Senior School and Mr Ben Summers, our Double Bass teacher and
Music Theatre specialist who will help lead some fabulous Vocal Workshops for Year 4. What a treat to
come back too!

Behind the Scenes
We are adhering to the latest government advice about singing and performances in school
settings. Despite not being able to perform to a ‘live’ audience in the Arundel Centre this
academic year, the show will go on for girls in Year 3 and 4. They will perform their

postponed Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling!' to camera early in the Summer term. We are
delighted to announce the rehearsal and filming dates which will all take place in Fairseat Hall:

● 4 - 6pm dress rehearsal (in costumes) on Tuesday 27 April for pupils in Year 3
● 4 - 6pm filming in costumes on Wednesday 28 April for pupils in Year 3
● 4 - 6pm dress rehearsal (in costumes) Tuesday on 4 May for pupils in Year 4
● 4 - 6pm filming in costumes on Wednesday 5 May for pupils in Year 4

All pupils will be provided with school snacks before each rehearsal and filming session. The girls in Years 3
and 4 will perform barefoot; however, they will need the following costume items on their filming dates

https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/library/competitions/gsa-poetry-competition
https://forms.gle/AZv3To77hMPTc38X7
https://forms.gle/2FKJZEVjCbwdcM1Z9
https://forms.gle/e7vbUkKezcVRGtoD8


next term: black leggings; a plain, short-sleeved black t-shirt (you may wish to purchase a new t-shirt from
this suggested retailer if you daughter does not yet own a plain t-shirt); and one fun accessory of their
choosing ie: a wig, funny glasses, a bow tie, a feather boa.

After the Easter holidays, the Year 6 pupils will be allocated their roles and begin to learn their lines for the
The Year 5 and 6 Production which will also be performed to camera later in the Summer term. We we
utilise the Arundel Centre for extra rehearsals in the school day; however, the following after-school
rehearsal and filming dates are confirmed to all take place in Arundel Centre:

● 4 - 6pm dress rehearsal (in costumes) on Thursday 24 June for for pupils in Year 5
● 4 - 6pm dress rehearsal (in costumes) on Friday 25 June for for pupils in Year 6
● 4 - 6pm filming in costumes on Tuesday 29 June for pupils in Year 5
● 4 - 6pm filming in costumes on Wednesday 30 June for pupils in Year 6

Spotlight on Sport
Back to School
Over the past few weeks, the girls in Reception and Years 1 and 2 have been building on the gymnastics
skills they learnt during the period of Virtual School. They have been showing us the progress they made on
forward rolls and teddy bear rolls, and have also been trying some new jumps, such as the tuck, pike and
straddle. We have been impressed with the excellent standard of their work.

Virtual House Challenge
During March, the theme for our challenge is ‘My Personal Best’. The aim is to improve on
your current time/distance of runs and or walks. Every time you achieve a PB, Strava will notify
you. You can then send a screenshot to JSPE@channing.co.uk. (10 House Points are awarded
for every PB.)

There is just under a weekend and a half left of the competition, and this week we see a shift
in the top spot.

House Points

Spears 1330

Goodwin 980

Sharpe 650

Waterlow 590

It’s all still to play for, so make sure you have sent in all of your PB’s from March. Thank you as always to
our wonderful Channing community for their support!

Teaching & Learning News
One of the T&L themes for this academic year (and the coming one) is metacognition -
learning to learn. We have found that the vast majority of pupils adapted well to remote
learning and their learning skills blossomed during the extended period of Virtual School
this term - confidence, independence, initiative... (all the character traits we've been
trying to encourage the girls to develop). It is crucial that pupils and parents recognise

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Kids-Plain-T-Shirt-Fruit-of-the-Loom-Value-Childrens-Tee-FREE-DELIVERY/363254616798?var=632444134950&_trkparms=ispr%3D1&hash=item5493a992de:g:GvIAAOSwP
mailto:JSPE@channing.co.uk


these positives. Why not discuss these with your daughters over the Easter holidays - promoting
self-awareness and growth? We are hopeful that this will help these new habits to 'stick' now that we're back
in the classroom.

Young Artists' Summer Show at The Royal Academy
A reminder that we are inviting Junior School pupils to put forward an artwork
fit for exhibition at the prestigious Royal Academy as part of the Young Artists'
Summer Show 2021. Things you need to know:

● Each pupil can submit up to three artworks of any type and there is no theme.
● The artwork can be made using any medium. It can be a painting (including digital), sculpture,

photograph, installation, video, drawing, or a combination.
● It has been brought to our attention that parents can submit their own child's work on the

Royal Academy website . Simply:
● Register for an account
● Select 'Channing School: The Bank, London, N6 5HF' in the school finder
● Share the necessary details and submit jpeg photos of the artwork

● The artwork will be seen by a panel of judges and selected pieces will be shown in an online
exhibition. Some of the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts.

● Submission closes on 26 April .

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
● Well done to Evie D (3C) for completing her Ruby Award at Perform with a distinction.
● Well done to Adi D (RB) for completing her Silver award at Perform with a distinction.

Book News
It has been wonderful to see so many enthusiastic readers using our well-loved library once again. To help
with the smooth running of the library we would like to remind parents that all books borrowed should be
returned within two weeks. We understand that there may be some overdue books due to recent
disruptions of school life, so please check your daughter’s bookshelves and return them as soon as possible.
Library books borrowed in the last two weeks may be kept over the Easter holidays until the start of the
summer term.

A fun literary quiz, The Great Channing Book-Off, was organised by our Library Leaders for World Book
Day. Well done to everyone who took part and congratulations to the following contestants:
● Winner Lower Key Stage 2: Amina A (3F)
● Runner-up Lower Key Stage 2: Amaya C (3C)
● Winner Upper Key Stage 2: Serrana B (6W)
● Runner-up Upper Key Stage 2: Grace G (6E)

World Book Day Charity Competition Winners
The Year 6 Charity Champions would like to thank all of the girls
that entered the World Book Day Charity competition to design
their own favourite book cover.
The winners:
● EY and KS1

● 1st prize Emily C (1M)
● 2nd prize Alice C (Rec S)

● KS2
● 1st prize Violet (5S)
● 2nd prize Emma F (6E)
● Runner up Amina (3F)

We have raised over £130 so far for Cancer Research and
are looking forward to our next Charity event.

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/


Maths Week Results
Maths Week was a huge success with girls seen getting active every day and remembering ‘We Love Maths!’
The results:
● EYFS and KS1 challenge winner (selected randomly): Lola (1P)
● KS2 Challenge Result: 7.18 metres
● KS2 winner: Radhika 4R

● TT Rockstars Class Champions: 5S

Most Valuable Players:
● Year 6: Zara J (6W)
● Year 5: Eliana P (5S)
● Year 4: Emilia S (4R)
● Year 3: Annabelle D (3C)
● Year 2: Shriya S (2E)

Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Isabella M (RB) for independently making an alien sock puppet and explaining the process.
● Sophia B (RB) for independently using her sounds to write a fantastic description of 'Beegu'!
● Alyssa A (RB) for excellent effort when writing a description of Beegu's friend.
● Talia B (1M) for programming more complicated instructions for her Beebot.
● Leila B (1M) for being a kind and thoughtful friend and being there to help whenever a friend needs

it.
● Olivia G (1M) for writing such an interesting plan in creative writing.
● Elise F (1M) for writing a very detailed explanation of how potatoes grow in Science.
● Aurelia T (1P) for planning her ‘Polluting Polly’ story so well.
● Alyssa B (2E) for working hard to improve her handwriting.
● Agatha R (2M) for a sophisticated still- life watercolour picture of a daffodil.
● Minty J (2M) for beautifully neat joined writing.
● Lexie C (2M) for excellent independent research on lightning.
● Myla M (4N) for a fantastic prediction for the ending of ‘Varjak Paw’, with beautiful handwriting!
● Caroline H (4N) for her fantastic effort put into all her virtual learning all the way from New

Zealand! We are looking forward to welcoming you back, Caroline!
● Frankie G (5M) for a detailed, descriptive and informative presentation about Greyhounds.
● Isabella C (6W) for being a kind and supportive friend.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.

Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

Channing Girls Enjoying Success





DATES

March

Mon - Thurs 22 - 25 LAST WEEK OF EXTERNAL CLUBS

Thursday 25 Easter Bonnet Parade

TERM ENDS (Staggered finish)
● 11:50am - Reception end of term
● 12:00pm - Y1 & Y2 end of term
● 12:10pm - Y3 & Y4 end of term
● 12:20pm - Y5 & Y6 end of term

Grade Sheets Y3- Y6 on Schoolbase 3:00pm

Fri - Mon 26 - 12 Easter Holiday

April

Monday 12 INSET Day for Staff

Tuesday 13 Start of Summer Term

Mon - Fri 19 - 23 Healthy Schools Week
CLUBS BEGIN THIS WEEK

Wednesday 21 WATERSPORTS BEGIN FOR Y6 (tbc)

Thursday 22 WATERSPORTS BEGIN FOR Y5 (tbc)

Saturday 24 ABRSM exams

Mon - Fri 26 - 30 Year 6 Residential Trip to PGL Osmington Bay in Dorset (tbc)

Tuesday 27 Year 3 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The
Feeling!' (4pm - 6pm)

Wednesday 28 Year 3 Filming in Costumes for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling! ' -
(4pm - 6pm)

May

Monday 3 Bank Holiday - School closed

Tuesday 4 Year 4 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The
Feeling!' (4pm - 6pm) in Fairseat Hall

Wednesday 5 Year 4 Filming in Costumes for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling! ' -
(4pm - 6pm) in Fairseat Hall

Thursday 6 Class Photographs

Weds - Fri 19 - 21 Y5 trip to Residential Trip PGL Liddington in Wiltshire (tbc)

Friday 21 Cultural Diversity Day

Friday 28 Non Uniform Day/Charity Day



Mon - Fri 31 - 4 Half-term

June

Monday 7 Return from half-term

Mon - Fri 7 - 11 Pupil Passport Parent Meetings

Mon - Mon 7 - 14 Scholastic Book Fair (tbc)

Friday 18 Y5 Taster Day at SS (tbc)

Thursday 24 Year 5 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Year 5 & 6 Production (4pm - 6pm) in the
Arundel Centre

Friday 25 Year 6 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Year 5 & 6 Production (4pm - 6pm) in the
Arundel Centre

Mon - Fri 28 - 2 Projects Week

Monday 28 Y4N Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde (tbc)

Tuesday 29 Y4R Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde (tbc)
Year 5 Filming (in costumes) for the Year 5 & 6 Production (4pm - 6pm) in the
Arundel Centre

Wednesday 30 Year 6 Filming (in costumes) for Year 5 & 6 Production (4pm - 6pm) in the Arundel
Centre

July

Thursday 1 Year 2 Forest School Celebration (tbc)

Friday 2 Founders’ Friday

Saturday 3 Founders’ Day (tbc)

Monday 5 Closed for Founders' Day Holiday (tbc)

Thursday 8 Last Day of Term - staggered finish


