
 
Dear Parents 
As I said in my letter last week, I am absolutely delighted that we will be able to reopen for all pupils next 
week on Monday 8 March. Further details about reopening are outlined below. My spirits have been lifted 
further and my smile is even wider than it would be as all classes will now be located in the main building, 
Fairseat! I know the girls and staff in Reception, 1M, Year 5 and Year 6 will love learning in their new 
classrooms! I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the TAs, facilities staff, cleaners, teachers and 
office staff for helping to get the school ready. Photos and more to follow... 
 
One of the things that makes the Junior School so special is the community feel and how we all work 
together.  We have worked hard to ensure that this continued during lockdown; however, I am sure you 
will agree that being back together and seeing each other in person will be fantastic and make us even 
stronger.  
 
Today in assembly, I reminded the girls of this strength by telling them the story, ‘Stone Soup’. It’s a very old 
European fable about a kindly, old stranger walking through the land when he came upon a village.  As he 
entered, the villagers moved towards their homes locking doors and windows. The stranger smiled and 
asked, ‘why are you all so frightened? I am a simple traveller, looking for a soft place to sleep for the night 
and a warm place for a meal. ‘There's not a bite to eat,’ he was told. ‘We are weak and our children are 
starving. Better keep moving on." 
 
‘I have everything I need,’ he said. ‘In fact, I was thinking of making some stone soup to share with you all.’ 
He pulled an iron cauldron from his cloak, filled it with water, and began to build a fire under it. Then, with 
great ceremony, he drew an ordinary-looking stone from a silken bag and dropped it into the water. By now, 
hearing the rumour of food, most of the villagers had come out of their homes or watched from their 
windows.  As the stranger sniffed the soup and licked his lips in anticipation, hunger began to overcome 
their fear. ‘Ahh,’ the stranger said to himself rather loudly, ‘I do like a tasty stone soup.  Of course, stone 
soup with cabbage - that's even better!’ 

  
Soon a villager approached hesitantly, holding a small cabbage he'd retrieved 
from its hiding place, and added it to the pot. ‘Wonderful!’ cried the stranger. 
‘You know, I once had stone soup with cabbage and a bit of salt beef as well, 
and it was fit for a king.’ The village butcher managed to find some salt beef...and 
so it went, through potatoes, onions, carrots, mushrooms, and so on, until 
there was indeed a delicious meal for everyone in the village to share. 
 
The villager elder offered the stranger a great deal of money for the magic 
stone, but he refused to sell it and travelled on the next day. As he left, he came 
upon a group of village children standing near the road. He gave the silken bag 
containing the stone to the youngest child, whispering to a group, ‘It was not the stone, but the 
villagers that had performed the magic.’  
 
The moral of this story, ‘By working together, with everyone contributing what they can, a greater 
good is achieved.’  
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
What are our plans for reopening for all pupils? 
We have been particularly mindful of the Department for Education’s operational guidance issued on the 
reopening of schools which you can find in full here for your information. These measures will be in place 
until the end of term and much of the information will be familiar to you from last term.  Please also rest 
assured that all protocols will be regularly reviewed and may change as a result of further guidance and/or 
from our experience of operating the school. 
 
The principles which have underpinned everything that we have put in place are: 

● Minimising contact with anyone who is unwell or becomes unwell with Covid-19 whilst in school  
● Maintaining social distancing between year group ‘bubbles’ 
● Encouraging frequent cleaning/sanitising of hands and good respiratory hygiene for staff and pupils alike 
● Staff wearing face coverings in indoor communal areas and in transit (when they are unable to social 

distance between other ‘bubbles’) 
● Lateral flow testing for staff  
● Having enhanced cleaning in place throughout the school 
● Keeping classrooms and indoor spaces well-ventilated 

 
What is our sickness policy and procedures?  
If your daughter is displaying Covid-19 symptoms and she has been in school during the day, you must 
inform us immediately and not bring her into school the following day. If your daughter displays symptoms 
whilst at school, she will be taken to our isolation room and you will be called to collect her and any siblings 
within 1 hour.  We will ask you to organise an approved test and notify us immediately of the result. Further 
guidance: getting tested and Get a free NHS test today to check if you have coronavirus. If your daughter 
tests positively to Covid 19, all members of the ‘bubble’ will be asked to remain in isolation for 10 days. 
Additionally, members of your household must self-isolate for 10 days.  

 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need 
to measure your temperature)  

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell 
or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

As previously, we will work with our local Public Health England team when we know of a positive 
case in school. We will then be guided by their risk assessment and identification of pupils/staff 
members who have been in close contact with the infectious girl/staff member to ensure that they 
self-isolate so the spread of the virus can be limited and controlled.  
 
Please note that your daughter(s) must not attend school if they have returned from a country within 
the last 14 days from which self-isolation upon return to the UK is required. Please inform the 
School Office if your daughter needs to quarantine or self-isolate.  
 
What are our arrangements for pupils self-isolating, in quarantine or residing overseas with 
restricted travel due to Covid-19? 
We are likely to continue to have a small number of pupils who are having to self isolate, or quarantine, or 
are residing overseas with restricted travel due to Covid-19, and are consequently unable to be in school but 
otherwise are well enough to complete work at home. The day following school being informed of your 
daughter’s absence, pupils will be invited to join all Mathematics and English (excluding ReadWriteInc Phonics 
and Spelling) lessons, via a Google Meet link, according to their class timetable. Immediately following school 
notification, pupils will be encouraged to complete independent, project-based tasks from across the 
curriculum, available on their class ‘Virtual School’ page on Firefly. This menu of activities will differ for pupils 
in Reception, Years 1 & 2, Years 3 & 4, Years 5 & 6 and will change fortnightly. Pupils will also be invited to 
join pastoral live interaction with school on Mondays and Tuesdays. Please see the JS Virtual School 
Document - Virtual School Guidance for more information. 

 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963541/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BSLfwN3xx2_M4Bns7C7USz30FhtN379OU3tYwFDX-k0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BSLfwN3xx2_M4Bns7C7USz30FhtN379OU3tYwFDX-k0/edit


 
How will morning drop offs and afternoon collections work? 
We continue to advise that only one adult drops off each child or siblings and that they adhere to social 
distancing and/or wear masks. The girls need to be dropped off swiftly and left in the care of their Form 
teacher, or a member of the Senior Management Team, often me, at the drop off point. The girls will be 
asked to sanitise their hands with sanitiser provided by the school on entering the school site.   
 
As you know, there are two locations and staggered timings. Due to Reception, Year 3, Year 5 and Year 6 
relocating to the main building (hooray!), the drop off and pick up locations of some year groups has been 
adjusted to avoid crossover of staff and girls: 
 

● Reception: Main gate → 8.20 - 8.30am/ 2.55pm (Mon-Thurs)/2.40pm (Fri)  
● Y1: Main Gate → 8.00 - 8.10am/ 3.05pm (Mon-Thurs)/2.50pm (Fri) 
● Y2: Side Door → 8.00 - 8.10am/ 3.15pm (Mon-Thurs)/3.00pm (Fri) 
● Y3: Side Door → 8.10 - 8.20am/  3.30pm (Mon-Thurs)/3.10pm (Fri) 
● Y4: Main Gate → 8.10 - 8.20am/ 3.30pm (Mon-Thurs)/3.10pm (Fri)  
● Y5: Main Gate → 8.30 - 8.40am/ 3.40pm (Mon-Thurs)/3.20pm (Fri) 
● Y6: Side Door → 8.30 - 8.40am/ 3.40pm (Mon-Thurs)/3.20pm (Fri) 

 
Are parents/carers able to come into the school building or playground? 
Whilst we would love to welcome you into see the new classrooms and hall, due to government 
guidelines, we will continue to restrict the number of adults in school, thus only staff and essential visitors 
(contractors, routine maintenance or medical emergencies) will be allowed onto the school site. As per 
usual, please continue to send your emails for teachers and/or myself via the School Office: 
JSOffice@channing.co.uk. Whilst we are unable to have face-to-face meetings, if required, we can arrange a 
telephone call or GoogleMeet. 
 
Will the staff or pupils need to wear face masks? 
As the new guidance recommends that staff wear face masks in indoor communal areas and in transit if 
they are unable to social distance, we will be wearing masks at these times. Specialist teachers or staff that 
teach or support different ‘bubbles’ will continue to socially distance and/or wear visors/transparent face 
masks. It is not recommended that Junior School pupils wear masks. 
 
Will the staff or pupils be tested?  
Junior School pupils will not be tested with Lateral Flow Tests. Testing will be available to staff twice 
weekly. 
 
How can we help the girls to settle back into school?  
Whilst we are sure the girls are excited to come back to school and see their friends and teachers in 
person, we appreciate that they may also feel anxious and worried. We have planned for the first morning 
back to consist of well-being and refamiliarisation activities to help them feel settled and supported. In the 
first week back at school, the girls will not be assigned homework activities; we anticipate that they will 
need time to adjust to the full school routine after the extended period of Virtual School.  
 
In the weeks beginning 15 March and 22 March, teachers will assign homework tasks which will utilise 
web-based resources such as: Mathletics, PurpleMash, TTRockstars and Cracking Comprehension as well 
as assigning independent reading.  
 
To ensure the girls have the necessary resources to continue learning, please ensure your daughter returns 
to school with the following materials: 

In EY & KS1: 
● 2 - 3 school loaned reading books 
● Inspire Maths pupil workbook/s 
● ReadWriteInc Spelling workbook and logbook 

In KS2: 
● A loaned, numbered copy of the previous and current term’s class reader  
● Inspire Maths pupil workbook/s 

 

mailto:JSOffice@channing.co.uk


 
● Schofield & Sims mental maths pupil workbook 

 
Will there be wrap around care?  
Wrap around care will resume as we know that many of you rely on this to be able 
to work. Please find below separate sign up forms for Early Birds, Mini Owls and 
Late Owls. You will need to sign up in advance for the remainder of Spring term. 
 
Early Birds (Before School): sign up 

The girls can be dropped off at the main gate/ ‘old’ dining hall between 7.30am and 7.55am. They will be given 
a healthy breakfast and there are a choice of activities. The girls will stay until their class entry time. Pupils in 
Year 4, 5 and 6 will need to come into the school and go down the stairs to the Fairseat Hall. Please can they 
bring a book, or an activity such as knitting or sewing that they can do independently.  There is no charge for 
this.  

Mini Owls (After School): sign up  
This runs from 3.05pm-3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays). The girls will be taken by their Form teacher ten minutes 
after their pick up time. Parents will only be able to collect their daughters from Mini Owls at 3.50pm (3.30pm 
on a Friday) at the usual gate, unless they are attending Late Owls. There is no charge for this.  

Late Owls (After School): sign up 
This runs from 3.50pm - 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). From 4.30 - 5.15pm (3.30 - 4.15pm Fridays) there will 
be a structured activity for the girls and the girls will be offered a snack of soup or a sandwich. The girls can 
be picked up either before 4.30pm (3.30pm on Fridays) or after from 5.30pm (4.30pm on Fridays). You will 
need to collect your daughter from the ‘old’ dining room in the Stable Block. Normal charges apply. 

 
Will we be running clubs?  
Clubs will continue to run, in school, from Monday 8 March. If your daughter attends one of the clubs we 
are currently offering virtually, she is welcome to continue attending upon our return. As the current 
programme has been amended slightly, please check the timetable below to ensure your daughter’s club is 
still running.  
 
If your daughter finishes school before 3.30pm, she will attend Waiters until the beginning of the club. 
When picking up your daughter at 4pm, please collect her from the drop off and pick up locations stated 
above.  
 
This programme will run for the weeks commencing Monday 8 March and Monday 15 March only.  

 

Reception  Musical Theatre and Dance   Wednesday  
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

Years 1 & 2  Musical Theatre and Dance   Thursday 
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

Fun & Games   Thursday 
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

Years 3 & 4  Illustration Club  Monday  
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

Musical Theatre and Dance   Monday 
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

Year 5  Illustration Club  Wednesday  
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

Year 6  Book Illustration  Thursday  
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

https://forms.gle/5vnsjtj5ZQRuTqmQ8
https://forms.gle/k4mfBy7p3E1hFUsz6
https://forms.gle/F15fGYbbUHZaurFg8


 

 
Forest School for Reception 
The girls in Reception will participate in weekly Forest School sessions this term in our dedicated area. 
Originating in Scandinavia, Forest School is a way of learning in a woodland environment where children 
can develop socially, emotionally, physically and spiritually through child-led activities, following individual 
and preferred learning styles. As the girls will be outdoors in all weathers - rain, hail or shine - we need to 
ensure they are appropriately dressed. Layers are great for keeping warm under waterproofs. All clothing 
should be clearly named and brought to school in a named backpack. Please provide an extra named plastic 
bag inside for wet waterproofs. Please see the list of items required below: 
 
The girls will need: 

● Waterproof jacket and waterproof trousers (separates are easier for getting dressed independently) 
● Named wellies (these will be kept at school) 
● Long sleeved top 
● Sweater/ hoodie 
● Leggings or tracksuit bottoms 
● Warm socks  

Additional items: 
● A fleece/ warm hoodie 
● A thermal base layer, e.g. Merino wool 
● Hat and scarf 
● Gloves (preferably waterproof, not mittens) 
● Fleece lined wellies or snow boots for the colder months 

 
Items can all be ordered from a variety of online shops, including Mountain Warehouse, H&M and 
www.muddyfaces.co.uk  
 
Reception S will need to come into school on a Monday morning in their Forest School clothes. They will 
need to bring the school uniform to change into after. Their first session will be Monday 15 March. 
 
Reception B will need to come into school on a Friday morning in their Forest School clothes. They will 
need to bring the school uniform to change into after. Their first session will be Friday 12 March. 
 
World Book Day - Thursday 4 March 

World Book Day is almost here and we cannot wait to see all the girls, and staff, dressed as 
their favourite characters and celebrating the world of reading. It is always a highlight, and 
this year will be no exception.  
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming, albeit virtually, Karin 
Littlewood and Megan Rix for a series of workshops and talks. If your 
daughter would like to purchase a signed copy of one of their books 
before, or after, the event, please do so via our local bookshop, Pickled 

Pepper. Please visit the following pages, which have been set up specifically for 
Channing, to place your order. All books will be sent directly to your home address.  
 

● To place an order for a signed Megan Rix book, please click here. 
● To place an order for a signed Karin Littlewood book, please click here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Drama Improv Club  Thursday  
3.30PM - 4.00PM  

http://www.muddyfaces.co.uk/
https://www.pickledpepperbooks.co.uk/search?q=Channing+Juniors&options%5Bprefix%5D=last
https://www.pickledpepperbooks.co.uk/search?q=channing+ks1&options%5Bprefix%5D=last


 
 
 
As always, we are keen to get creative with stories on World Book Day so we will be running two 
separate competitions: 
 
Reception & Key Stage One: Design your 'Wild Self'! 

We are taking inspiration from the classic story ‘Where the Wild Things Are’. The girls 
are challenged to design their own 'Wild Self'. Take a photo or draw a picture of 
themselves and add wild features such as scales, horns, a tail, wings or fur. They could 
add labels or a short description of their features, or write about what they would do 
as a wild thing! 
To hand in their entry, they need to complete the optional activity that has been set on 
Seesaw no later than Friday 12 March. They do not need to bring your artwork into 
school. 
 

Key Stage 2: Multiple Choice Quizizz 
The girls can test their book knowledge and have some fun playing for prizes with 
their classmates! This competition has been created by our Library Leaders. It will 
take place on World Book Day and will be led during their live lesson with their 
class teacher. 
 
All information and updates about the competitions can be found on our Library Firefly page here. 

 
A message from the Charity Champions: 
The charity with the most votes was Cancer Research.  
Please check here for our Just Giving page, ready to donate 
for World Book Day. A competition will take place to design 
a book cover for your daughter’s favourite book (to enter £2 
via Just Giving page.) Girls need to give their finished book 
design to their Form teacher by Tuesday 9 March. There will 
be prizes for the KS1 winner and KS2 winner, as well as 
runner up prizes.  
 
 
 

Calling all Entrepreneurs - Friday 12 March 
Year 6 pupils are currently undertaking a project all about entrepreneurship and Mr Fellows would like to 
arrange for a business visitor to speak to both Year 6 classes, virtually, on Friday 12 March. The purpose of 
the talk is to give pupils the opportunity to explore the life of an entrepreneur and the challenges 
associated with setting up a business by hearing from and questioning a real entrepreneur; it also helps 
them gain an understanding of the concept of business mentoring and allows them to get practical advice 
from an experienced entrepreneur. If you are interested in sharing your story and answering the pupils' 
questions, please contact Mr Fellows via the School office: jsoffice@channing.co.uk The Year 6 pupils have 
their DT lessons on Fridays at 11.30am and 2pm and each session would last for approximately 45 minutes.  
 

Virtual Parents’ Evenings 
Our Spring term Virtual Parents’ Evening will take place next week and the week after 
on Thursday 11 March and Tuesday 16 March from 4.20pm until 7.00pm.  
 
All parents will be able to speak to their daughter’s Form teacher virtually via a 
Google Meet.  
 

The girls are very lucky to also have many Specialist teachers. This term, they will be available for five 
minute appointments on a first come first served basis for the following year groups/ classes: 

● Miss Rattenbury (Reception - Year 2 Music)  
● Miss Pepper (Year 3 - 6 Music)  
● Mr Fellows (Year 3 - 6 Art & DT) 

 

https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/library/world-book-day-2021
https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/library/world-book-day-2021
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/channing-junior-world-book-day
mailto:jsoffice@channing.co.uk


 
● Miss Conway (Reception - Y6 Drama)  
● Mrs Broughton- Williams (Year 3 - 6 Geography) 
● Mrs Jarman (Reception S, Reception B, 1M, 1P, 2E, 2M PE)  
● Miss Bolton (3C, 3F, 4N, 4R, 5M, 5S, 6E, 6W PE)  
● Ms Jupp (Reception - Y6 Book Recommendations from the Librarian)  

 
Please note that the appointments made with the Junior School Librarian, Ms Jupp, will be for reading 
advice and book recommendations rather than feedback about your daughter’s reading.  
 
Parents with daughters in different year groups are advised to book one appointment with Specialist 
teachers; they will be able to provide comments and advice for all of your children in one meeting.  
 
Please book appointments with Form teachers and Specialist teachers through the SchoolBase Parents’ 
Portal. Please click here to access the Parents’ Evening Booking Guide, which takes you, step by step, 
through the process. A copy of the guide is also available in your portal: Reports & Other Documents.  
 
The booking system will be open from 8pm today (1 March) until 8pm on Sunday 7 March. 
Please check that your SchoolBase Parents’ Portal login works. If you experience any difficulties using this 
system, please email schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk and describe the problem you are having. 
 
Late Owls will continue to run as normal on Thursday 11 March and Tuesday 16 March. However, due to 
Parents’ Evenings, the only clubs that will be running on those evenings will be the externally run ones: 
Mandarin (Tuesday), and App Making and KS1 YogaBugs (Thursday). 
 
Next week, a PDF file will be sent via email, containing the Google Meet links for each Form and Specialist 
teacher. Please click on the correct link at the time of each of your confirmed appointments and wait for the 
teacher to admit you to the meeting.  
 
Euston Foodbank Donations   

We will resume collecting donations for Euston Foodbank. The girls can place 
their donations in the large labelled blue bins by the School Office. Please note 
that even though specific year groups have been allocated, anyone can donate. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

● March: Year 3 and Year 2 
● April & May: Year 2 and Year 1 
● June & July: Reception 

 
Year 6 Virtual Workshop and WWII Day 
To celebrate the girls' History topic this term, Year 6 will be participating in a 'WWII Day' on Friday 19 
March and a talk from the Holocaust Education Trust on Thursday 18 March. Year 6 are invited to 
dress up in World War 2 clothing on Friday 19 March where our focus will be the Home Front and The 
Blitz. The girls will be covering the topic of the Holocaust this half term and consequently we have invited a 
survivor to give a virutal talk and share their experiences - at an age appropriate level - on Thursday. We 
have hosted survivors for the past two years as part of the girls' Year 6 History and PSHE curriculum and it 
proves to be a truly memorable experience every time. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
ask your daughter's Form teacher.  
 
Young Artists' Summer Show at The Royal Academy 
A reminder that we are inviting pupils to put forward an artwork fit for 
exhibition at the prestigious Royal Academy as part of the Young Artists' 
Summer Show 2021. Things you need to know: 

● Each pupil can submit up to three artworks of any type and there is no theme.  
● The artwork can be made using any medium. It can be a painting (including digital), sculpture, 

photograph, installation, video, drawing, or a combination.  
● A parent must complete a permission form for their child's artwork to be submitted. You can print 

the form at home or request one by emailing jsoffice@channing.co.uk. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/101VSChY8BSEXRqDQcnbsil25UHcyUA1qSNSrWWsQnQc/edit
mailto:schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e1WSpAdzBMLzBTSx_Wg90RStL8i4fUpN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e1WSpAdzBMLzBTSx_Wg90RStL8i4fUpN/view?usp=sharing
mailto:jsoffice@channing.co.uk
mailto:jsoffice@channing.co.uk


 
● You must provide the school office with jpeg images of your artwork plus the following information 

about the piece: 
● title 
● size 
● medium (e.g. pastels)  
● a short description of the artwork and the inspiration behind it 

● The artwork will be seen by a panel of judges and selected pieces will be shown in an online 
exhibition. Some of the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts. 

● Entries must be sent into school by Wednesday 21 April so that we can process them before the 
deadline. 

We look forward to submitting the entries on behalf of our pupils who enjoy getting creative! 
 
Eco Tip #14  
Go outside every day to walk or play this week. Appreciate nature and see if you can 
spot some signs of Spring! From Eva (3C) 
 
 

 #MusicMatters  
Visiting Music Staff (VMS) - Individual Music lessons 
In order to help all to settle back into school smoothly, our wonderful team of 
VMS will not return until the beginning of the Summer term. Individual music 
lessons will continue but will take place outside of the school day. (We have 
explored many options and it is not feasible for virtual lessons to take place 
during the school day.) Your daughter's teacher will be in contact with you to 
arrange a mutually convenient time. We thank you for your understanding as it 
may be impossible for them to teach every child, individually, every week, in which case we have asked 
them to create a workable rota system so that each child has a lesson every other week until the end of 
term. Thankfully and reassuringly, each teacher is well on course to have completed their contractual 30 
lessons by the end of the school year. 
 
Additionally, please note that the ABRSM exams scheduled for 20 March have now been moved to 
Saturday 24 April to ensure that every candidate has the opportunity to have at least 2 live lessons before 
their examination. We apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause. 
 
A big thank you to those of you who attended the VMS parent evenings last Tuesday and Wednesday. If 
there is anything you would like to discuss further with me following these meetings, please do contact me 
via juniormusic@channing.co.uk 
 
On Miss Peppers P's list for marvellous musicians displaying patience and perseverance and practising this 
week are: 

● Amina A (3F) for her poised and stylistic performance of an Ecossaise at the Performance Platform 
Club. Thank you also to Miss Newell for joining us - she did enjoy your performance! 

● Eliana P (5S) for gaining a coveted place in the National Children's Orchestra of Great Britain. This 
is a fabulous achievement. Well Done! 

● Imogen B (6E) for winning a prize in a national composition competition. Her composition will now 
be recorded by a professional and we can't wait to hear it! 

 
I am delighted to attach the links for our two Music Assemblies from last week: Thursday 25 February 
Music Assembly 5 and Friday 26 February Music Assembly 6. Enjoy! 
 
Spotlight on Sport 
Virtual House Challenge  
The February Challenge is now complete. In January we covered 6,460 miles and in February we covered a 
staggering 8,298 miles! What a fantastic community effort! 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/515398586/e88c0b4bb9
https://vimeo.com/515398586/e88c0b4bb9
https://vimeo.com/515336532/d50692ef7e


 
Below are the results for this month,  remember every mile = 1 House Point, and bonus points will be 
awarded to any house that beats their January total. 
 

 
Congratulations to Goodwin who are our Champions this month! 
 
The March Challenge 
During March, the theme for our challenge will be ‘My Personal Best’. The aim is to improve on your 
current time/distance of runs and or walks. Every time you achieve a PB, Strava will notify you. You can 
then send a screenshot to JSPE@channing.co.uk. 100 house points will be awarded for every PB. Thank you 
for your support with our community challenge and good luck in March.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Year 3 Swimming 
With Covid restrictions still in place for indoor sports facilities, we are not yet able to offer weekly 
swimming lessons to Year 3 pupils at Poolside Manor. The PE team have adjusted some of the activities 
they had planned for the girls this half term; rather than swimming on Fridays, Year 3 pupils will continue 
to have two weekly PE lessons in school. We are looking to secure Poolside Manor for the Summer term 
to ensure all pupils in Year 3 have ten hours of swimming instruction this academic year. More details will 
follow in the Summer term. 

 
Teaching & Learning News 
We feel that it is appropriate, and moreover beneficial not to set homework for the first 
week that the girls return to school after the extended period of Virtual School. We 
hope that the afternoons of the week commencing 8 March will be a great time for the 
girls to refresh and recharge after busy and enjoyable days in their classrooms.  
 
Despite sleeping for about 20 years of our lifetime, most people aren’t very good at it 

and probably don’t get enough of it. The importance of sleep shouldn’t be underestimated, with a good night’s 
sleep being linked to better memory, concentration, alertness, immune system and decision making. The 
National Sleep Foundation(1) recommends that school-age children (ages 6-13) require 9-11 hours of sleep 
per night. During Virtual School, the girls’ sleep patterns may have significantly shifted from the ‘norm’, with 
children staying and waking up later. Although a little bit of leeway on this is expected, it is important to 
develop good sleeping patterns. Common sleep mistakes(2) for children including watching TV right up until 
bed, being on their mobile phone/ tablet device when in bed and avoiding caffeinated/energy drinks just before 
bed. 
 
We wish all of our pupils a restful weekend in anticipation of a positive return to school 
(1) https://www.sleepfoundation.org/school-and-sleep/back-to-school-sleep-tips  
(2) https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/9-common-sleep-mistakes  
 
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS 

 

House   Miles in February  Bonus House Points  Total  

Goodwin  2417  100  2517 

Sharpe  2171  150  2321 

Waterlow  2057  50  2107 

Spears  1653  200  1853 

mailto:JSPE@channing.co.uk
https://www.sleepfoundation.org/school-and-sleep/back-to-school-sleep-tips
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/9-common-sleep-mistakes


 
● Well done to Evangeline d-M (3F) for passing her Karate exam and achieving an orange belt with a 

black stripe! 
 

Girls Enjoying Success Awards 
Well done to: 
● Lorna L (RB) for her enthusiasm and effort with the sustainability challenges. 
● Abigail T (RB) for her enthusiasm and effort with the sustainability challenges. 
● Leo G (1M) for beautiful scientific drawing of a snowdrop.  
● Ayra M (1M) for beautiful scientific drawing of a mimosa plant.  
● Bethan J (1M) for her very thoughtful reason and explanation for the most important action we can 

take to help the world.  
● Clio R (1M) for her great work on adverbs and her thoughtful writing in English.  
● Emilia B (1M) for her lovely thoughts on why we should look after the planet.  
● Iris P-J (1M) for persevering so well with her Maths and becoming a happy and confident 

mathematician. Keep it up Iris! 
● Amelia A (1M) for using adverbs perfectly in sentences about ‘My Little Pony’.  
● Elisa R (1P) for superb Science work connected to our new topic of plants. 
● Ottoline H (1P) for clearly explaining her subtraction work. 
● Naomi D (1P) for good subtraction using regrouping. 
● Daniella G (2M) for an excellent and well prepared debate about whether we should all use 

electric cars or not. 
● Mayra D (3F) for writing a really creative description of a ramshackle old mansion. 
● Hattie K (3F) for writing a really creative description of a ramshackle old mansion. 
● Jingnong M (4N) for converting a chapter of ‘Varjak Paw’ into a detailed playscript using theatre 

features.  
● Thea I (4N) for converting a chapter of ‘Varjak Paw’ into a detailed playscript using theatre features. 
● Phoebe D (4N) for being so resilient and brave. Keep going, Phoebe! 
● Marni S (4R) for producing an imaginative play script based on ‘Varjak Paw’, complete with 

sophisticated stage directions. 
● Lilah R (4R) for bringing a positive attitude to learning through excellent contributions to class 

discussions; sharing insightful ideas. 
● Greta P (4R) for creating a play script adapted from ‘Varjak Paw’ which was entertaining, 

humourous and reflected the detail of the text.  
● Roop N (4R) for diligence in her approach to maths work. Mastering challenging decimal division 

through careful listening and practice throughout the week. 
● Lara B (4R) for using inference skills to write a detailed, comedic and imaginative 'dream chapter' 

based on ‘Varjak Paw’.  
● Simran S (5S) working collaboratively with friends to create a sixteen page class magazine full of 

interesting articles, games and competitions to enter to raise money for charity. 
● Estelle Z (5S) for working collaboratively with friends to create a sixteen page class magazine full of 

interesting articles, games and competitions to enter to raise money for charity. 
● Violet L (5S) working collaboratively with friends to create a sixteen page class magazine full of 

interesting articles, games and competitions to enter to raise money for charity. 
● Maya Grace N (5M) for earning almost 500 points for accuracy in one 'Battle', practising her 

multiplication facts on TTRockstars! 
● Elene K (5M) for achieving 'Rock Legend' status on TT Rockstars!  
● Astrid J (5M) for a mature and descriptive Kenning remembrance poem about her pet chicken. 
 

To our Jewish families, I hope you all enjoyed Purim last week; Chag Purim Sameach! 
 
I look forward to seeing you next week! Yay! 
 
Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below. 
 
Miss Dina Hamalis 
Head of Junior School 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

DATES 

March 

Thursday  4  Virtual World Book Day: dress up as a book character, author/illustrator workshops 

Monday  8  School reopens for all pupils 
Commonwealth Week 
International Women's Day 

Thursday  11  Virtual Parents' Evening  

Mon - Fri  15 – 19  Maths & Future Technologies Week 
LAST WEEK OF INTERNAL CLUBS  
N.B- External clubs will continue until the end of term 

Tuesday  16  Virtual Parents' Evening  

Thurs & Fri  18 - 19  Year 6 Virtual Workshop and WWII Day 

Monday  22  Y4 Virtual Aztec Minecraft Workshop 

Date TBC  -  Y3 & Y4 Virtual Dance & Drama Showcase 

Mon - Thurs  22 - 25  LAST WEEK OF EXTERNAL CLUBS  

Thursday  25  TERM ENDS (Staggered finish) 

Fri - Mon  26 - 12  Easter Holiday 

April 

Monday  12  INSET Day for Staff 

Tuesday  13  Start of Summer Term 

Mon - Fri  19 - 23  Healthy Schools Week 
CLUBS BEGIN THIS WEEK 

Wednesday  21  WATERSPORTS BEGIN FOR Y6 (tbc) 

Thursday  22  WATERSPORTS BEGIN FOR Y5 (tbc) 

Saturday  24  ABRSM exams 

Mon - Fri  26 - 30  Y6 Residential Trip to PGL Osmington Bay in Dorset (tbc) 

May 

Monday  3  Bank Holiday - School closed 

Thursday  6  Class Photographs 

Weds - Fri  19 - 21  Y5 trip to Residential Trip PGL Liddington in Wiltshire (tbc) 

Thursday  20  Y4N Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde (tbc) 



 

 

Friday  21  Cultural Diversity Day 

Thursday  27  Y4R Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde (tbc) 

Friday  28  Non Uniform Day/Charity Day 

Mon - Fri  31 - 4  Half-term 


