
19 March 2021
Dear Parents

It was a year ago last week that I visited Channing for the first time since my appointment as
Headmistress to meet some of the staff and attend the termly Governors’ meeting.  As we
talked at supper before the Spring Concert at St Joseph’s there was discussion of the new
Coronavirus which seemed to be spreading fast: little did we know at that point that a week
later the school would be closed and the UK would enter its first national lockdown. I know
that many of you enjoy the fact that Word from the Head does not dwell on the pandemic
each week, so I hope you will indulge me this week in thinking about the impact of that
anniversary here at Channing.

I will start in the present as events in school this week have underlined the extent to which
life is (starting) to return to normal after our strange year.  This week’s Maths Week has
been a lively celebration of all things Maths, with coding challenges in Computing, daily
Maths puzzles in form time and, related to today’s theme, two excellent virtual visits from
speakers whose original talks for Maths Week a year ago were cancelled as the pandemic
took hold.  The first was from Dame Mary Archer, Chair of the Science Museum - although
that seems such a limited way to describe the culmination of an extraordinary career
spanning more than 50 years in research science, the NHS and the charity sector.  Dame
Mary’s contribution to the role of women in science is undersung and I am delighted that
our students and parents, as well as those from local schools, had the chance to hear from
her.

I was equally delighted, for slightly different reasons, to have legendary 80s TV presenter
Johnny Ball in some of our Maths lessons this week. For those of us who grew up watching
Playschool and Think of a Number it was just wonderful to see him live on screen, and our
students (who were polite enough not to take the mickey out of the middle-aged teachers
getting excited about an 82 year old man talking about Maths) enjoyed what he had to say.
His levels of enthusiasm, energy and erudition are definitely undimmed!  You can see more
about the week’s activities in the Girls Enjoying Success section below.

Despite the fact that we are now back to a ‘normal’ life in school, even with the daily
restrictions we now observe as a matter of routine, we mustn't forget that we have all
experienced the past year in different ways.  At Channing we have benefited from the shared
sense of purpose which our community brings; as staff we always work together, even
remotely, to ensure that our students are supported, and for our students the knowledge
that their teachers and classmates are a click away has provided an invaluable outlet in a
world which has been so drastically curtailed.  We have, as a school, emerged relatively
unscathed from the experience and I am eternally grateful for that fact.

However we know that others, including many Channing families, have not been so
fortunate. On Tuesday 23 March, the anniversary of the first UK lockdown, there are plans
for a National Day of Reflection.  In the last year millions of people have been bereaved,
both as a result of Covid-19 and due to other causes. The restrictions we’ve all been living



under have meant that many of us – including children and young people – have had to
grieve without the comfort of having friends and family around them. Spearheaded by Marie
Curie, the end of life charity, the National Day of Reflection has been conceived as a time to
unite and reflect on this tragic loss of life and our collective grief as a nation.

Here in the Senior School that will take the form of a lit candle in Reception, giving
everyone the opportunity to reflect on their experience as they pass it throughout the day.
Mr Underwood will talk about this in Assembly on Monday morning, as will I in the Junior
School.  More importantly he and I will both be emphasising that the corollary to the
National Day of Reflection is that we must also give thought to the future and, with the
imminent arrival of Spring, the hope of things to come.  I’ll be sending every pupil and
member of staff across the entire school home with a bunch of daffodils on Tuesday
afternoon to remind them of just this point. Please do put them in a vase somewhere
central in your home: I hope that their brightness cheers you and helps you think positively
about the future.

Taking stock and reflecting has also been an underlying theme this week in the wake of the
death of Sarah Everard and the (finally) widespread recognition of the scale of sexual
harassment and violence experienced by women and girls. I mentioned that last week as
part of International Women’s Day our students had heard from Laura Bates of the Everyday
Sexism Project; we know that sexism is only part of the problem and the recent outpouring
of testimony on platforms such as Everyone’s Invited has brought this to the fore.  You
already know that here at Channing our aim is always to listen, reflect and respond.

Listening is already happening: in true Channing style our students are keen to engage with
staff about their experiences and we are signposting the various support systems at school
that they can access, including our Nurse, Counsellor and of course their tutors and Heads
of Year.  We are offering a chance to reflect as a community on Thursday next week when
we will mark the last day of term with a ‘wear red’ mufti day, a symbolism which has been
adopted by many schools to demonstrate their solidarity with and commitment to an end to
gender-based violence.  It is also fitting that the funds raised will go to the school charity,
Refuge, which is the largest charity in the UK campaigning for an end to gender based
violence.

This slogan is one I find very useful as a reminder that women and girls do not invite
harassment, but I do think that as a girls’ school we have a significant responsibility to raise
awareness and offer advice.  The first part of our response will come next term asking our
students (and parents) for their views on how they think we can develop a long-term,
sustainable approach to this work so that it becomes embedded in the school’s culture,
rather than being a knee-jerk reaction to circumstances.

With very best wishes for the weekend,

Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress



The Week Ahead

Monday 22 March 2021
17:30 Year 13 EPQ Drama Performance
Tuesday 23 March 2021
Year 10, Year 9 and Year 8 Grades live for Parents
16:30 Virtual Y11 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 24 March 2021
16:30 Y11 Virtual Parents’ Evening
Thursday 25 March 2021
Mufti Day - Wear it Red
11.30 Mark Reading
12.15 End of Term

Notices

Cricket Appreciation Society

Mr Williamson and Mr Grossman are delighted that the Summer Term is finally on the
horizon. So excited, in fact, that they will be dusting off
their cricket whites and will be starting up a new Cricket
Appreciation Society. They will be inviting students and a
host of "guest stars" to join them whilst they talk about
their love of cricket, watch and discuss some of their
favourite clips, and answer important questions such as
"What is the best sandwich for tea?" and "Ball tampering -
is it cheating or a genuine skill?"

No prior knowledge or experience of cricket required
but anyone of any age who is interested is welcome.
Otherwise, Mr Williamson (yes, that IS him in the picture)
and Mr Grossman (no, that's NOT him in the picture!)
will happily just talk cricket to each other. Information
about how to join the Society will be circulated in the first
week back after Easter.

Girls Enjoying Success

Art News

Two collaborative and rather thrilling Art works have just been installed in school to enliven
the display areas.  In Art Studio 2 we have a piece inspired by Frank Stella by a selection of
last year's students from 8SH, 8G, 8SP and 8W...



...while in the Ark Gallery we have a piece by the current 8G and 8SP inspired by the work
of Morag Myerscough.

Maths News

This has been an amazingly busy week despite social distancing restrictions!
It kicked off with a whole school assembly which linked Maths to Sport and showed Mr
Riggs-Long's Channing Olympics video.  The highlight of the week was Johnny Ball delivering
virtual presentations to Year 10 and 11 about Greek Mathematicians, geometry and
Newton! Year 12 Further Mathematicians had a virtual lunch with him as well. Mrs Williams



booked him a year ago but due to Covid he couldn't come last year, so we were very
excited to 'see' him this year.

Year 9 have been doing Bletchley Park activities all week, involving coding and a virtual tour
of exhibitions at Bletchley Park.  The students were completely engrossed in code breaking
and finding out about the enigma machine.  This was smoothly organised by Ms Yun and Mr
Daurat.

Ms Cooper organised STEMtastic21 for Years 7 and 8. They have been learning about
finance, including compound interest, risk and equity. There are many more activities to
come using these resources.

Mr Williamson delivered a fascinating assembly to Year 11 about pi, as it was International pi
day this week.  Year 8 have watched his videos on this as well. Students found their own Pi
Day (where their own birthday was in pi).



Mrs Wootton organised with Ms Evans from Fairseat for the Year 5 to 7s to do virtual
puzzles, using the breakout room facility.  The Year 7s really enjoyed teaching the Fairseat
students.  Miss William's and Mr Holmes’ classes wanted to do it again straight away!

Thanks to Mr Riggs-Long and Miss Williams for organising the daily Maths jokes.  The form
puzzle competition has had a lot of entries and the winners will be announced in Mark
Reading next week.  Mrs Pavlopoulos organised a careers event for Year 8 with Math4Girls
which they found fascinating, involving speakers from the STEM sectors. We have thoroughly
enjoyed Maths Week 2021 - especially me as I missed it last year as I had Covid!

Mrs Wootton

Careers News

STEM Week had an inspirational start with a talk from Dame Mary
Archer, current Chair of the Science Museum, President of
Addenbroke’s charity and Chancellor of the University of Buckingham.
Dame Mary studied Chemistry at Oxford University before doing a
PhD at Imperial College, London.  She has a particular interest in Solar
Energy and was Founder Chair of the UK’s Natural Energy Foundation
and co-founded the International Solar Energy Society. She taught for
ten years at Cambridge University and served as Chair of Cambridge
University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust for a decade.



Interviewed by our Year 12 Careers Leaders, Stella and Caroline, Dame Mary explained her
commitment to ensuring that the next generation of scientists develops the skills needed to
make a difference to our world. She reflected on her own career path, on the progress of
women in science, the power of networking and the future of hydrogen. We are most
grateful to Dame Mary for a fascinating and enlightening evening.

In addition, for STEM Week, Year 8 students were fascinated to hear
from Shilpa Bhandarkar, CEO of Nakhoda, the technology platform
developed by Linklaters, a global law firm to provide tech solutions in
the delivery of legal services. Shilpa has been named a leading
‘Disruptor’ in The Lawyer Hot 100, 2019 and ‘Individual winner’ of
the ‘TechWomen100 Awards, 2018’. She has found Maths skills
incredibly useful throughout her career, including as a lawyer and
entrepreneur - whether in drawing up business plans, or analysing the
merits of project finance deals. Probabilities in particular have helped
her evaluate the risks and contingencies within the business world.

News from the Junior School

Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at Fairseat.
Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing Facebook
Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Year 1 News

1M learnt all about potatoes this week and how to grow them.  Did you know there are
more than 200 types of potatoes? The girls made a scientific drawing of a seed potato and
learnt how they grow. We are chitting the potatoes now and once they are ready we are
going to plant them outside in our new outdoor space. Who knew potatoes could be so
exciting?!

https://www.instagram.com/channing_school/
https://twitter.com/ChanningSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://instagram.com/miss_dina_hamalis?igshid=thunmv8vosfr


Teaching & Learning News

In the Senior School this week Year 12 were ‘ Eating the Frog’ and not ‘polishing the
underside of banisters’. Intrigued? Their PSHE session was looking at behaviours that will
help them maximise their time between now and the Year 12 exams after Easter. The Sixth
Form Team were very impressed with the cohort, who were encouraged to look on these
exams as opportunities rather than challenges. If you would like to learn more about the
behaviours and mindsets we are encouraging, and activities that support these, then have a
look at our Strengthening the Student Toolbox Google site.

Channing Archives

As the days get longer and the sun shines brighter we would like to share these sketches by
co-founder, Matilda Sharpe - we hope you find the joys of Spring on your next walk through
one of London's fabulous green spaces.

https://sites.google.com/channing.co.uk/strengtheningthestudenttoolbox/home/year-12/year-12-preparation-for-exams?authuser=0#h.mc8bh4vkthnx

