
25 March 2021

Dear Parents

What a term it has been!  As I said in Mark Reading this morning, we have been apart for so
much of the time and come back together just in time to break up.  However fleeting it may
have been, though, it has been a real pleasure to be reunited as a school community at last.
I also congratulated our students for doing their best through this tough time to stay
focused in the face of real challenges.  It has not been easy, for any of us, and yet here we
are, we have made it through.  Well done!

Two things have dominated this week, and as we break for the holiday I want to talk briefly
about both of them.  The first is the National Day of Reflection, held to mark the first
anniversary of the UK lockdown on 23 March.  As you know we marked this in school with
a candle in Reception and a minute’s silence at noon, which provided us all with the chance
to take a moment to think about our own families, and others, who have been affected by
bereavement over the last year.

However the day was also designed to give us hope, with a focus on the coming of Spring
and the prospect of an easing of lockdown over the coming months.  To symbolise this,
every pupil and member of staff left school with a bunch of daffodils on Tuesday - and I must
say that the sight of our students streaming down the stairs and out of the doors, flooding
down The Bank and up the hill into the village with the bobbing heads of bright yellow in
their hands or tucked into backpacks, brought me real joy.  I hope that the flowers are
blooming in your homes and doing the same for you.

The second is the continued exposure online and in the media of sexual harassment and
violence against girls and young women in schools and universities, and beyond.  We are all
wearing red today to show our solidarity with, and commitment to, ending the systemic,
normalised sexual harassment and assault of women. The events of the past couple of
weeks - the death of Sarah Everard, the outpouring of testimony from school and university
students, the news stories - have shocked, upset, angered and also bewildered people as
they take in the scale and severity of some of the experiences of women and girls.

As part of International Women’s Day a couple of weeks ago we heard from Laura Bates of
the Everyday Sexism Project; however we know that sexism is only part of the problem. We
must acknowledge that for a long time, some boys and men have treated some girls and
women as less than, as expendable, as objects for their gratification - sometimes unwittingly,
sometimes deliberately and sometimes violently.  Today at Mark Reading I talked a little
about what that means for us at Channing, including being able to announce that we have
raised over £3,000 this term for Refuge, our school charity.  This will go some way towards
supporting women experiencing violence. I ended by saying that the school stands behind
our students - indeed, better than that, we stand side by side with them to have this
conversation and take this on.  I hope that this reassures them, and you; there will be more
to say next term.



On a related note, during these heightened times we have received some unverified reports
about attempted abductions of young females in the local area over the last week, many of
which appear to be circulating as cut and paste stories on WhatsApp and social media.
Please be assured that the local police contact us when there are issues we need to be
aware of and that we will share these immediately with all parents when they come to us via
the police.

One piece of important information for me to share with you today is advance notice of a
change to our plans for Founders' Day next term. Although we hope that lockdown
restrictions will have eased by the last week of term, we cannot guarantee that this will be
the case and have therefore made the decision to hold a Founders' Day Service in school,
without parents and with a very small number of invited guests, on Friday 2 July.  This means
that there will be no compulsory attendance in school on Saturday 3 July.  As a result we will
also not have the Founders' Day Holiday on Monday 5 July but rather we will break up a day
earlier, on Wednesday 7 rather than Thursday 8 July. More details about timings for these
events will follow nearer the time.

One sad thing I must do this week is inform you that Ms Kyle, Assistant Head: Director of
Modern Foreign Languages and leader of the Adelante Strategy, has decided to resign from
her position at the school and will be leaving us at the end of this term.  Ms Kyle has taken
this decision for personal reasons.  Ms Kyle has had a considerable influence on the
development of languages and the Adelante programme across the school over the last four
years and will be missed by staff and pupils alike. I am very grateful to Ms Kyle's colleagues
in the Modern Languages Department for the support they have provided this term in her
absence.  We will be writing separately to those of you whose children are taught by Ms
Kyle to provide details of how they will be supported throughout the Summer Term.  Ms
Kyle has also asked me to pass on her thanks for all the kind messages which she has
received over the last few weeks.

A quick reminder - with our thanks for your help - that twice-weekly Covid testing must
continue during the holiday.  Please ensure your child reports their results to the correct
email address as per the usual procedure.  While I hope we don’t have to, please rest
assured that we will be in touch during the break to alert you to any changes to
Government guidance which may affect arrangements for the start of next term.

Finally, I am delighted to announce that Tia Crown in Year 11 has been voted by her peer
group as the recipient of this year’s Rosie Peto Award. Rosie was an alumna who died
nearly 6 years ago.  She was charming, funny, energetic and brave and the Award recipient
exemplifies many of the qualities that we hold so dear at Channing. Well done, Tia!

And so to the end of term.  I hope that you are all able to have a really good break this
holiday.  Happy Easter, for those of you celebrating. Chag Pesach Sameach for those of you
celebrating Passover, and Happy Holi to others.  May your life always be filled with the
colours of joy and happiness!

With my very best wishes to you all,

Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress



The Week Ahead

26 March - 9 April
Easter Holiday

Monday 12 April 2021
INSET Day
Tuesday 13 April 2021
Term Begins
Year 12 Exams begin
Wednesday 14 April 2021
No Events
Thursday 15 April 2021
16:30 Year 13 Parents’ Evening
Friday 16 April 2021
No Events

Girls Enjoying Success

EPQ News - "The Director's Complex"

As Dr Devlin explained in a previous Word from the Head, the EPQ course is a fantastic
opportunity for students to follow their intellectual curiosity and extend their subject skills
beyond their A level syllabi. Alongside the research essay, candidates can choose to make an
'artefact', which can be a joint endeavour.

In a Channing first, Lily Bea Howe and Hannah Schlenker had a dramatic vision and decided
they would like to make a play! As Co-Artistic Directors they have made an incredible team,
writing and producing a completely original powerful piece called ‘The Director's Complex’.
As the title suggestion it was full of meta-theatrical humour, but was also intensely serious.

Lily Bea, the Director both in and of the piece, combined her passion for anthropology and
drama, while Hannah relished the opportunity of designing every aspect of the show. Initially
it was planned as a wholly immersive audience experience exploring free will, then Covid
struck. Undaunted and imaginatively responding to their times, they adapted it into a socially
distanced piece exploring isolation and community. Hannah’s innovative use of the Arundel
Centre balconies with lighting evocative of Dan Flavin, and audience involvement inspired by
Punchdrunk theatre company, transported them to a dark dystopia.

Congratulations to the cast who all gave up so much of their time and performed with elan:
Maeve Gallagher
Saskia Kirkegaard
Lucy Narunsky
Khadija Rehman
Rebekah Treganna
Niamh Walter

The whole ensemble showed magnificent resilience: rehearsals started in person in
September, transferred to Zoom this term, while the performance date was rescheduled 3
times and audiences vastly scaled down...and it was all worth it. The chilling atmosphere had
their two bijou, socially distanced audiences shivering in awe, while the dialogue stimulated



ideas around repression, rebellion, integrity and the power we each have to help one
another, once we start communicating and working together. A universal message. It has
been a joy and privilege to supervise this project, only made possible by Mr Gray's unstinting
practical support. Bravo Lily-Bea and Hannah - extraordinary imagination, commitment and
collaboration.

Maths News

It was a great end to Maths Week 2021.

Year 9 did a virtual tour of a section of Bletchley Park and made a collaborative Google Slide
presentation.  The groups took it in turns to present to the class.  This rounded off a week
of code breaking, quizzing and finding out about the enigma machine.  Great organising by
Ms Yun and Mr Daurat: our students loved it, although next year it will be good to return to
the actual museum!



MFL News

This week, Year 12 linguists benefited from a translation workshop. We learnt about the art
of protesting through Arabic and Russian and learnt of the importance of local variations of
languages in expressing and exposing the differences in society. Through national sayings, we
learnt about the viewpoints of whole societies and in the Russia topic, we discussed the
bravery of many women who risk imprisonment in order to bring equal rights to women as
a whole.

In the Arabic section, we studied music and poetry as a way of peaceful but widespread
protest. This section focused on the differences in academic and vernacular Arabic and
communities who speak their own variations to allow them to express individual identity. In
a poem we looked at, the writer used academic Arabic to mimic Egypt's leaders but then
switched to his own dialect in order to show his true feelings. Overall, the workshop was
useful in showing us how important and subjective translation can be and highlighted the
need for it in today's society.

Fi Collins, Year 12 Hispanist

Music at Teatime

What a complete joy it was to be able to celebrate the end of the 2nd full week back in
school and the last Music at Anytime of the term, with a real, live concert!  The Chamber
Choir reduced the privileged and select audience to tears with a stunning performance of
'Scarborough Fair'.  Celine Obadiah (Violin) charmed with the 2nd Movement from
Concerto in G by Rieding. Georgina Grossman and Scarlett Durling (Voice) delivered a
passionate performance of ‘Hopelessly devoted to you’. Grace Wu (Violin) had us wanting
to join in her Tango, socially distanced of course, with her rendition of El Choclo.

Mrs Hughes and Mrs Daniels had a treat as Constantina Papadopoulos (Bassoon) delighted
us with Adagio in F by Spohr.  If this performance was a taster of things to come for her
upcoming Grade 8 examination the examiner is in for a treat! Isabel Lesser (Violin) brought
this special afternoon to a close with a gorgeous and heartfelt performance of a perennial
favourite, 'Ladies in Lavender'.  Thank you all for such a memorable concert and a huge
thank you to all of you who have kept us entertained this term with your recordings. See
you next term. Do listen again here.

https://soundcloud.com/channing-school/sets/music-at-teatime-190321


News from the Junior School

Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at Fairseat.
Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing Facebook
Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Teaching & Learning News

Teachers as Learners

This week, in the last of our series about Teachers as Learners, Lily Bea interviews Ms
Melvin from the Classics Department about her experience of studying for a taught Masters
and MPhil in New York. Watch the video here.

Thank you to Lara and Lily Bea for the time they have committed to this project and to all
the teachers who have given up their time this term to be interviewed.

Channing Archives

As we look forward to the merriment and joys of Easter, we would like to share a picture of
Channing boarders enjoying the garden on a fine afternoon in 1958.  We hope the weather
will be as fine as this over the coming holiday for you to enjoy with your loved ones!

https://www.instagram.com/channing_school/
https://twitter.com/ChanningSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://instagram.com/miss_dina_hamalis?igshid=thunmv8vosfr
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EzsDyGnHyBw0_sk2w-K10o4NtsQtszm4/view?usp=sharing



