
Dear Parents
How lovely that the sun was shining this morning as the girls arrived at school with big smiles on their faces
in anticipation to see their friends and teachers and to embark on their learning journey this term! I enjoy
being at the gate in the morning - rain, snow or shine - to greet them and you as it sets me up for a great
day and reminds me how privileged I am to be the Head of the Junior
School.  On entering the magical world of the Junior School, I am
sure the girls were excited to see that the temporary buildings,
which they named Bluebell and Fuschia (where the Reception, Y5 and
Y6 classrooms used to be) have been removed over the holidays. We
can now see many of the trees in Forest School and Waterlow Park!
We are all excited that we will have a lot more outdoor space next
year after the new surface has been laid.

One of the many things I love about working at Channing is the sense
of community. Right back at the start of the academic year in

September, for my first assembly, I asked some of the Y6 girls to put together a
puzzle; each piece represented part of our special community. This now hangs
proudly in my office and we plan to develop the idea further by asking the girls
to add drawings (that’s where I get some help from Mr Fellows).

Over the last tumultuous and challenging year, I have been truly grateful for
how hard all the staff have worked to ensure that the girls continued to receive
an excellent education and outstanding pastoral care whether
they were at home or in the school building. In assembly, I

reminded the girls of our special community and then we completed a fun quiz: ‘Guess the
Staff Member.’ The girls initially thought it would be easy but there was a catch as the staff
were represented in childhood photos. I thought you might like to have a go and try to
guess who you think are in the photos. Ask
your daughter to see if she remembers...



Flash, Bang Wallop - what a picture, what a photograph!
Remember to follow us on social media to some of the fantastic activities that the girls
enjoy: Channing Instagram Account , Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account and
Channing Facebook Account .

Summer Uniform
Please can the girls come into school from tomorrow in their Summer uniform: brown/white
gingham dress, dark brown cardigan with school logo, plain white long or short socks and
brown/black non-slip shoes (no boots or trainers). Some of you and the girls have
asked if we could add brown shorts to the Summer uniform list. I have contacted
our supplier, Uniform4Kids about supplying these - they are unlikely to be available
this term; however, should be available in the next academic year.

Please note that the girls should wear plain white, long or short socks or white
tights with their summer dress. Whilst, they need to wear dark brown tights or
knee length, dark brown socks with their winter uniform.

Additionally, please find the updated uniform list for next year: Channing Junior School |
Uniform List 2021. We have added some new items including House t-shirts, a blue hat, a blue and brown
striped scarf, a black backpack and a blue baseball cap. You can book a uniform fitting during the: Channing
School Appointment Weekend

Founders’ Day
As many of you will know, when I joined Channing I started a new tradition in the Junior School: Founders’
Friday. The day before the traditional Founders’ Day that is usually on a Saturday, the girls in the Junior School
enjoy a special assembly and take part in activities across the school. This year, due to Covid protocols, both
the Junior and Senior School will in fact celebrate Founders’ Day on Friday 2 July. This means that there will be
no compulsory attendance in school on Saturday 3 July. As a result, we will also not have the Founders' Day
Holiday on Monday 5 July but rather we will break up a day earlier, on Wednesday 7 rather than Thursday 8
July.

Staff News
This term we warmly welcome Ms Bhatnagar, First Aid and Resources Assistant who will be working alongside
the School Nurse and the Office Staff. Ms Granada will also be staying on as our MFL teacher for Reception -
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Year 6 until half term. After seven years at the Junior School, Miss McLennan will be moving onto a new role
as a class teacher at South Hampstead from September. We thank her for everything she has done for the girls
and the school during her time with us. Mrs Miller will be returning in June as a general and cover teacher
before returning to her role as Form Teacher from September. Finally, I am delighted that Miss Marshall
(currently on a maternity leave contract) will become a permanent Form Teacher.

Extracurricular Clubs
Extracurricular clubs resume from Monday 19 April. To double check the club(s) that your daughter(s) have
signed up for, please check Schoolbase, our Parent Portal. Please note that external clubs (Mandarin, Yoga,
Mixed Reality Gaming and Creating Art with Code) will be charged in blocks of 10; the cost will be added to
your school bill. For further information, or for any club related query, please contact
jsreceptionist@channing.co.uk.

Wrap around Care
Please remember to sign up for Birds and Owls this half term by clicking on the links
below:

● Early Birds:  drop off between 7.30am and 7.55 am
● Mini Owls: collection at 3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays)
● Late Owls: collection either before 4.30pm (3.30pm on Fridays) or after

from 5.30pm (4.30pm on Fridays)

Forest School
Forest School days remain unchanged from the Spring Term

● RB: Friday mornings
● RS: Monday mornings
● 1M: Wednesday mornings
● 1P: Thursday mornings
● 2E: Wednesday afternoons
● 2M: Thursday afternoons

We suggest that your daughter applies insect repellent prior to coming into school and on sunny days, also
sunscreen. Please continue to send in waterproof clothing even as it gets warmer and include long sleeved
tops and trousers to ensure that your daughter’s legs and arms remain protected. We also recommend that
you check your daughter’s body for ticks when she gets home. The following guidance gives you more
information about what to look for and how to check: Ticks Guidance.

#MusicMatters
We are delighted that our team of VMS will be back joining us in school this week. Please
continue to encourage your daughter to check her Google Classroom (KS2) or Firefly
(KS1) for the time of her weekly lesson. These will also be published weekly on a hard
copy available for the girls to check on the board at the entry to the Music School.

At the time of her lesson, your daughter should make her way to the School Office where she will be met
by her instrumental teacher who will then return her to her class at the end of her lesson. Form Teachers
will write or encourage the girls to write the time of their lessons on the class whiteboard each day. Please
rest assured that our VMS are told in advance about the myriad of activities that are taking place so they
will know to avoid timetabling lessons during swimming, watersports, trips, etc.

Further information regarding the ABRSM exams that are to be held next Saturday 24 April will follow by
the end of this week.

For parents with daughters in Year 6, transferring to the Senior School in September. You should have been
sent a link from the Admissions Department regarding Instrumental Music lessons in September. Please
ensure that if you are intending for your daughter to continue with her lessons or even begin a new
instrument you complete this form before 14 May.
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Y2 Recorder Lessons
The Year 2 girls will be learning to play the recorder in their Music lessons this term. We
will provide all girls with a recorder, at a cost of £9, and book, Vamoosh Recorder Book
1, at a cost of £4.25. These items will be added to your school bill. If you already own a
recorder that you would prefer your daughter to use, she will need to bring it to the first
lesson this week on Thursday 15 April. If she does not, we will assume that she requires a
school recorder, and you will be charged accordingly.

It is very important that your daughter brings her recorder into school every Thursday and Friday for her
lessons.  For hygiene reasons, we are unable to lend your daughter an instrument should she forget to bring
it in. To make the most of this opportunity, we recommend encouraging your daughter to make some time
to practise at home during the week. Little and often is the best approach! We hope your daughter enjoys
learning a new instrument, and look forward to sharing the girls’ new skills with you at a performance later
in the term.

Eco tip #16 Save your old lemon rind and make your own cleaning solution. This can
also be used to descale a kettle or freshen your fridge and microwave. Check out some
more lemon ideas here! Miss Evans (6E)

Behind the Scenes
Excitingly, the postponed Year 3 and 4 Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling! '
will be filmed this half term. Below is a reminder of the rehearsal and filming dates which
will all take place in Fairseat Hall:

● 4 - 6pm dress rehearsal (in costumes) on Tuesday 27 April for Year 3 pupils
● 4 - 6pm filming in costumes on Wednesday 28 April for Year 3 pupils
● 4 - 6pm dress rehearsal (in costumes) Tuesday on 4 May for Year 4 pupils
● 4 - 6pm filming in costumes on Wednesday 5 May for Year 4 pupils

We can’t wait to see the girls perform! The girls have two weeks to finalise their costume items: black
leggings; a plain, short-sleeved black t-shirt (you may wish to purchase a new t-shirt from this suggested
retailer if you daughter does not yet own a plain t-shirt) and one fun accessory of their choosing ie: a wig,
funny glasses, a bow tie, a feather boa.

Spotlight on Sport
Year 3 Swimming
This term, the girls in Year 3 will have one PE lesson at school each week, as well
as one week of daily hour-long swimming lessons, at Poolside Manor, each half
term. Adhering to the latest Covid-19 government guidance, we will have sole use
of the swimming and changing facilities during swimming lessons. This half term, each Year 3 class will swim
at separate times for an hour each morning Monday 26 - Friday 30 April . Please can your daughter wear
her uniform to school and bring in a swimming kit, including a swimming cap, towel, costume and hairbrush
for each day of this week. If your daughter needs to apply creams for eczema after her swimming lesson, or
has any additional needs that need to be considered for swimming, please let us know.

If your daughter is in 3C, please make sure she meets Miss Clancy and her classmates inside the entrance
to Waterlow Park at 8am (instead of her normal gate entrance to school) on Wednesday 28, Thursday 29
and Friday 30 April. This is to ensure the girls in 3C leave promptly at 8:15am to get their full hour of
swimming instruction in the pool.

Year 5 & Year Watersports
Watersports are returning to the Year 5 and 6 PE curriculum this term, with sessions starting the second
week of term. At the Stoke Newington West Reservoir Centre, the girls will develop a variety of skills
whilst developing kayaking and canoeing proficiency, not least coordination and endurance. Following the
latest Covid-19 government guidance, there will be no indoor changing facilities at the Centre until further
notice, so the girls will need to arrive already changed. On their watersports days (Wednesdays for Year 6
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and Thursdays for Year 5), please ensure your daughter brings the following items to school to change into
before leaving school for watersports:

● Leggings
● Socks
● Old trainers (which the girls do not mind getting wet and muddy)
● T-shirt
● Fleece
● Waterproof jacket
● Suncream
● Large plastic bag
● Hairbrush

Miss Bolton and Mrs Jarman will supervise the pupils utilising outdoor changing facilities after each session,
should girls get too wet before the return coach journey back to school for normal collection time. If your
daughter needs to apply creams for eczema after her watersports season, or has any additional needs that
need to be considered for swimming, please let us know.

Healthy Schools Week - w/c Monday 19 April
Over the course of next week, the girls will participate in many activities and will learn about the
importance of physical, mental and social well being. The week will finish with a House Competition Day
hosted at Stanhope Road. All pupils must wear PE kit (with house t shirts or a t-shirt in their house colour)
to school on that day.

Virtual House Challenge
The April challenge is well underway. This month we are trying to participate in as many active
hours as possible; all sports can be included. Below are the results so far:

House Number of Hours Last Week Total so far in April

Waterlow 61 127

Goodwin 77 120

Spears 62 106

Sharpe 48 82

Teaching & Learning News
Two of Channing’s core aims are to inspire scholarship and independence in our pupils.
Channing teachers are empowered and supported to be the best creative professionals
they can be. Our approach to Teaching and Learning is founded on a synthesis of
evidence from authoritative educational studies. We use the findings of this evidence and
our professional judgement to focus on areas of practice that are known to improve
pupil learning and outcomes.

Research suggests that providing feedback is one of the most effective ways of improving
pupils’ learning; however, too often the notion of feedback is wholly mistaken for just
written marking. At Channing, we know that written marking is only one facet of great
feedback. As we begin the final term of this academic year, we are asking you to

appreciate that feedback is much more than traditional written marking. Feedback can take different forms:
peer, self, group, teacher marking, or verbal. Channing teachers use a combination of these, choosing the
best form as appropriate to the learning.

It is important that you know that a range of feedback strategies help children progress and you can
contribute to this with the types of questions you ask your daughters. When you speak to your daughter



about her work this term, we would ask you to move away from questions such as ‘ What did you get in the
test today?’ Instead, you could try asking her:

● ‘What do you know / can you do today that you didn't know / could not do yesterday?’
● ‘What progress and improvement have you made?’
● ‘How do you know you have made progress?’
● ‘Do you know what you need to do next to improve?’

When teachers use a range of strategies to give pupils feedback, it is more powerful than just using
traditional ‘marking’. We know that the best feedback, whether it is written or verbal, will give pupils a
clear sense of how they can improve.

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Sophie P-I (1P) for showing determination and resilience when building a den in Forest School, then

sharing it with friends.
● Annabel D (2M) for an interesting and well written newspaper report on the Titanic.
● Daisy C (2M) for an interesting and well written newspaper report on the Titanic.
● Iris B (2M) for confident and engaging reading of ‘Oliver’.
● Evie D (3C) for clearly structuring her persuasive letter suggesting changes to the class timetable.
● Anya P (3C) for being so enthusiastic about reading.
● Annata M (6E) for a well structured and formal discussion text.
● Melina P (6E) for a well structured and formal discussion text.
● Nia H (6E) for a well structured and formal discussion text.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.

Ramadan Kareem to those of you who are celebrating!

Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

Girls enjoying success





DATES

April

Tuesday 13 Start of Summer Term

Mon - Fri 19 - 23 Healthy Schools Week
CLUBS BEGIN THIS WEEK

Wednesday 21 Watersports begin for Y6

Thursday 22 Watersports begin for Y5

Saturday 24 ABRSM exams

Mon - Fri 26 - 30 Y3 daily swimming lessons at Poolside Manor

Tuesday 27 Y3 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The
Feeling!' (4pm - 6pm) in Fairseat Hall

Wednesday 28 Y3 Filming for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling!' - (4pm - 6pm) in
Fairseat Hall

May

Monday 3 Bank Holiday - School closed

Tuesday 4 Y4 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The
Feeling!' (4pm - 6pm) in Fairseat Hall

Wednesday 5 Y4 Filming for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling!' - (4pm - 6pm) in
Fairseat Hall

Thursday 6 Class Photographs

Friday 7 Year 6 TfL Stars Safety and Citizenship Virtual Presentation

Weds - Fri 19 - 21 Y5 trip to Residential Trip PGL Liddington in Wiltshire (tbc)

Friday 21 Cultural Diversity Day

Friday 28 Non Uniform Day/Charity Day

Mon - Fri 31 - 4 Half-term

June

Monday 7 Return from half-term

Mon - Fri 7 - 11 Y6 Residential Trip to PGL Osmington Bay in Dorset (tbc)
Learning Passport Parent Meetings

Mon - Mon 7 - 14 Scholastic Book Fair (tbc)

Thurs & Fri 10 - 11 Y1 Seaside Day

Friday 18 Y5 Taster Day at SS (tbc)



Mon - Fri 28 - 2 Projects Week

Monday 28 Y4N Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde (tbc)

Tuesday 29 Y4R Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde (tbc)

July

Thursday 1 Year 2 Forest School Celebration (tbc)

Friday 2 Founders’ Friday

Wednesday 7 Last Day of Term - staggered finish
R - Y6 Reports available on Schoolbase


