
Dear Parents
The theme for today’s assembly was the history of our school. Channing (or Channing House School as
it was originally named) opened on 28 January 1885 with 35 pupils, some day pupils
and other boarders. Fairseat, the main building at the Junior School, and the Stable
Block where our old dining room, Music rooms and the Library are today were
initially used as boarding houses.

You may be interested to hear that the girls’ uniform was originally navy-blue. They
wore navy-blue dresses with a lace collar. They
also wore navy felt hats in the winter and
panamas in the summer. On Founders’ Day and
special occasions (and on a Sunday for boarders), the Senior
School girls wore white silk dresses, whilst the Junior School girls
wore green silk dresses. The uniform changed to brown in 1934
(to be in line with other girls’ Public Schools) and included brown
berets.

Our school was founded by the Reverend Robert Spears and Miss
Emily and Miss Malida Sharpe for the daughters of
Unitarian ministers and others. It was named after Dr.
William Ellery Channing who was a Unitarian preacher
in the United States in the early nineteenth century.
Matilda Sharpe was a teacher, an educational reformer,
an author and a painter.  Several of her works of art
can be found in the National Portrait Gallery.

The quote from Matilda Sharpe: ‘Never forget: life is expecting much of you and me’ can be found
above the door to Founders’ Hall at the Senior School. We continue to have high expectations for all
of the girls and encourage them to their very best in everything they do. I am sure the Sharpe sisters
would have been very pleased with all of the girls that are regularly nominated for ‘Girls Enjoying
Success Awards’.

I love it when one of the girls excitedly knocks on my office door (which is a regular
occurrence) beaming with pride to tell me she has been nominated for a ‘Girls Enjoying
Success Award.’ I enjoy hearing about and/or looking at her work. It always impresses me
that there is such a vast selection of activities that the girls are doing well with smiles on
their faces. Equally, I enjoy it when the girls receive their certificates with elated
expressions in assembly. Furthermore, it touches me and makes me feel so proud that all
the other girls celebrate the success of others and there are lots of claps and cheers!

Building Project Update
As you know, the building works have recently been completed after an innovative two
and a half year programme. The project involved the construction of a multi-purpose hall for
assemblies, after-school events, Physical Education (PE) and lunch, with the benefit of a new kitchen. In
addition, we have built new classrooms, a meeting room and purpose-built changing rooms (which we
have named the Pavilion) which lead directly onto the sporting facilities. This has improved access to



outdoor spaces for PE, Forest School and other outdoor learning. In addition, the Reception girls have
a fantastic outdoor space for freeflow activities to support Early Years
learning and we have also refurbished the Art/DT room.

The girls (and staff) are very much enjoying using these new spaces and
they are having a positive impact on
teaching and learning, as well as
pastoral care and wellbeing, both
enhancing and enriching their
educational experience. In September
we will have a new Drama Studio,
Counselling Room, Medical Room and SMT offices. I am looking
forward to being able to welcome you on site to see these new
spaces for yourselves! Please see more photos and information on
our website: Junior School Building Update.

Curriculum Newsletters
The Curriculum Newsletters for each year group for the Summer Term are available on the school
website: Curriculum Newsletters. Please remember you can contact the teachers via the School Office
if you have any questions.

Clubs Programme
Now that we are into the second week of our Summer Term Club Programme we will no longer be able
to add girls to the daily activities. For those parents who signed their daughter(s) up for an external club,
please ensure you check your emails for all the login information as the cost of the block of ten sessions
will be added to your school bill.

Young Artists' Summer Show at The Royal Academy
Final reminder: the submission deadline for the Young Artists' Summer Show
2021 is today. Good luck to all entrants!

Things you need to know:
● Each pupil can submit up to three artworks of any type and there is no theme.
● The artwork can be made using any medium. It can be a painting (including digital), sculpture,

photograph, installation, video, drawing, or a combination.
● Parents can submit their own child's work on the Royal Academy website.

● Simply:
○ Register for an account
○ Select 'Channing School: The Bank, London, N6 5HF' in the school finder
○ Share the necessary details and submit jpeg photos of the artwork

● The artwork will be seen by a panel of judges and selected pieces will be shown in an online
exhibition. Some of the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts.

#MusicMatters
Thank you parents and well done to all those girls who were in school on Saturday
taking their ABRSM exams. It was a super day and the examiner remarked how lovely
it was to see such enthusiasm amongst such young players. The results should be with
us in a few weeks. Dates for the summer session of exams in June will be finalised

soon so do watch this space for further details.

Miss Peppers P's board for Marvellous Musicians displaying Perseverance Practice and Persistence:
● Sophie V-E (2E) - violin star of the week for enjoying her practice and working so hard! Well

done!

https://www.channing.co.uk/junior/junior-school-building-update/
https://www.channing.co.uk/junior/curriculum/curriculum-newsletters/
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/


Eco tip #17
Remember you can recycle used batteries and lightbulbs. Start a collection box at
home and then take them to a recycling point. You can often find these at
supermarkets and your local recycling centre. Eleen S (2E)

The Camden Clear Air Cycle
You and your daughter(s) may want to take part in the Camden Clear Air Cycle on
Sunday 30 May between 10am - 4pm. The bike ride is for the whole community to
take part in, regardless of your level, to celebrate cycling and cleaner air.  This will
take place on the first day of: Bike Week 2021 as part of: The World’s Biggest Bike
Ride. For further information, please see the website: The Camden Clean Air Cycle

Spotlight on Sport
Virtual House Challenge
The April challenge is well underway. This month we are trying to participate in as many active hours
as possible. All sports can be included. Each week the top spot is sifting and there are still 5 days to go
this month.

Below are the results so far:

House Number of Hours Last Week Total so far in April

Goodwin 43 215

Spears 30 182

Waterlow 44 166

Sharpe 44 166

Reminder: the current Strava groups will be closed after this month's competition and a
new group will be opened for May. Details to follow next week.

Healthy Schools Week
We had an incredible week: we tried new snacks, did lots of physical activity, learnt
how to be mindful and we also learnt how important it is to be kind to ourselves.
The week ended on a high with a House Competition Day. Many of the girls were
wearing the new House t-shirts and caps (as it was a beautiful sunny day!). These are
now available to purchase from Uniform4Kids.

Click here to see a film of all of the activities throughout the week and to find out
the results of the House Competition Day.

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
● Well done to Amairah R, Amelia A, Emilia M, Arden M and Radhika S (4R) for raising

£415 for Cancer Research through bake sales, selling home made arts and crafts and collecting
funds from family and friends.

● Well done to Iris M (3C) for achieving a merit for her ABRSM Grade 1 Piano exam.

Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Clarice T (RB) for being inspired by Nick Hollis and coming up with her own '721 Challenge'!
● Lola P (1P) for fantastic Science work connected to animals and their babies.

https://www.cyclinguk.org/bikeweek
https://www.cyclinguk.org/bikeweek/worlds-biggest-bike-ride
https://www.cyclinguk.org/bikeweek/worlds-biggest-bike-ride
https://camdencleanair.org/events/the-camden-clean-air-cycle/
https://www.uniform4kids.com/
https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/pesports/2020---2021/healthy-schools-2021


● Katherine v-W (1M) for showing off her super knowledge of animals and their babies.
● Anlin L (1M) for showing a real creative flair with her printing practice in Art.
● Ayra M (1M) for excellent use of adjectives in our setting description.
● Vie C (1M) for writing the most detailed setting description of the Kalahari desert.
● Cleo M (2M) for working hard with her broken arm and recording an exciting story about

herself.
● Ellie M (2M) for excellent money work in Maths.
● Aliana D (2M) for working hard on her times tables.
● Mimi C (2M) for a lovely story about ‘Mimi C’ using storytelling language.
● Annabel D (2M) for a brilliant story about 'Annabel D' using story telling language and perfect

punctuation.
● Rita K-C (3F) for producing a fantastic design for a reflective school bag to keep everyone safe.
● Amaia T (3F) for designing a beautiful page about Ella Newton Severgnini for the ‘Rebel Girls’

book.
● Danielle L (3F) for designing a beautiful page about Frida Kahlo for the ‘Rebel Girls’ book.
● Noor A (3F) for designing a beautiful page about Coco Chanel for the ‘Rebel Girls’ book.
● Amelia B (3F) for producing a magnificent portrait of Vivienne Westwood.
● Kitty W (6E) for a powerful continuation of the story ‘Rose Blanche’.
● Cayetana B-F (6W) for an excellent piece of Maths homework, investigating area and

perimeter.
● Gabriella S (6W) for an impressive ‘Rebel Girls’ story as part of our Healthy Schools Week.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.

Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

Girls enjoying success





DATES

April

Mon - Fri 26 - 30 Y3 daily swimming lessons at Poolside Manor

Tuesday 27 Year 4 Assembly available on Firefly today:
https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/assemblies/year-4s-aztec-assembly
Y3 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The
Feeling!' (4pm - 6pm) in Fairseat Hall

Wednesday 28 Year 5 PGL Virtual Parent Talk - 9.15am - 10.15am
Y3 Filming for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling!' - (4pm - 6pm) in
Fairseat Hall

May

Sunday 2 Orthodox Easter

Monday 3 Bank Holiday - School closed

Tuesday 4 Y4 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The
Feeling!' (4pm - 6pm) in Fairseat Hall

Wednesday 5 Y4 Filming for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling!' - (4pm - 6pm) in
Fairseat Hall

Thursday 6 Class Photographs

Friday 7 Year 6 TfL Stars Safety and Citizenship Virtual Presentation

Tuesday 11 Year 3 Assembly available on Firefly - link will be shared

Wed/Thurs 12/13 Eid al-Fitr

Weds - Fri 19 - 21 Y5 trip to Residential Trip PGL Liddington in Wiltshire

Friday 21 Cultural Diversity Day

Tuesday 25 Year 2 Assembly available on Firefly - link will be shared

Friday 28 Non Uniform Day/Charity Day

Sunday 30 The Camden Clean Air Cycle (click on link for more information)

Mon - Fri 31 - 4 Half-term

June

Monday 7 Return from half-term

Tuesday 8 Year 1 Assembly available on Firefly - link will be shared

Mon - Fri 7 - 11 Y6 Residential Trip to PGL Osmington Bay in Dorset
Learning Passport Parent Meetings

Mon - Mon 7 - 14 Scholastic Book Fair (tbc)

https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/assemblies/year-4s-aztec-assembly
https://camdencleanair.org/events/the-camden-clean-air-cycle/


Thurs & Fri 10 - 11 Y1 Seaside Day

Friday 18 Y5 Taster Day at Channing Senior School (tbc)

Tuesday 22 Reception Assembly available on Firefly - link will be shared

Wednesday 23 New Parents' Morning/Moving Up Day

Saturday 26 Y6 Leavers’ Party (tbc)

Monday 28 Y4N Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde
‘Meet the teacher’ meetings for parents of new pupils

Tuesday 29 Y4R Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde

Wednesday 30 ‘Meet the teacher’ meetings for parents of new pupils

Mon - Fri 28 - 2 Projects Week (tbc)

July

Friday 2 Founders’ Friday

Wednesday 7 Last Day of Term - staggered finish
R - Y6 Reports available on Schoolbase


