
16 April 2021

Dear Parents

Nothing says ‘start of the Summer term’ like snowfall on the way to school, does it?  But that is
indeed what happened on Monday morning as staff returned from the holiday for our INSET day.
We can only trust that better weather is in store, giving us the long, hot balmy days of summer to
look forward to.  We also look forward to the continued easing of national lockdown restrictions
(South African variant notwithstanding) and hope that by the last couple of weeks of term we may
be back at something approaching normality here in school.

For now, as I wrote to you briefly last Friday, our Covid protocols remain the same.  The only
significant change is to uniform: as the temperatures rise students will no longer need to wear their
own hoodies and jumpers with their uniform and from Monday they should be wearing their
uniform jumpers as usual.  If they are chilly in lessons while the windows remain open they can of
course continue to wear their coats in class.  Your assistance in ensuring they are correctly dressed
in the mornings would be greatly appreciated.

The Summer term is also, traditionally, the exam term. For GCSE and A level students this year
there is no series of public examinations but nonetheless they will be focused on assessments for
the next month.  Year 12 are taking their internal exams at the moment, with Year 10 following just
before half term and Years 7, 8 and 9 in the week after (more information to follow in due course).
Sadly, some people see exams as the purpose of education: the formal measuring of what a pupil
knows and can do by testing it under timed conditions against unseen questions and problems,
leading to the gaining of qualifications and grades.

We know, of course, that education is far more than that.  The imparting of knowledge by specialist
teachers in a range of subjects is just one part of education - not least given how much time we
spend helping our students become explicitly better at being learners - but if lockdown taught us
anything it is that education is about far more than just learning facts, and that schools are vital
places of social development and interaction rather than just the transmission of information.

With that in mind, I wanted to remind our students as we started the term that we are not defined
by our abilities.  I asked the question, ‘Who do you think you are?’ and talked a little about the
enduring fascination we have with our family histories, as shown by the BBC programme of the
same name.  Now in its 17th season, celebrities of all kinds have been taken on journeys to
investigate their family’s past and made some extraordinary discoveries along the way.  David
Walliams, comic actor and author, really is descended from fairground entertainers and showmen;
Boris Johnson, back when he was Mayor of London, found out that he is distantly related to George
III; while Ainsley Harriott, TV chef, discovered that his great-great-grandfather was a white
slave-trader in Barbados.



The outcome is that they were, more often than not, not who they thought they were.  So I
posed the question to the school: who am I?  Am I my outer self that I project to the world or
is it more about my inner self?  Am I what I look like?  Am I my family, and all the influences that
they have on me? Am I what I do? Of course the answer is that we are all of those things, and
more.

And as I told the school on Monday, even wizards struggle with this question. In Harry Potter
and the Chamber of Secrets Harry worries that the Sorting Hat should have put him in
Slytherin, rather than Gryffindor, because he carries so many of the traits of the cunning wizard
Salazar Slytherin. Dumbledore prompts him to remember that the Sorting Hat put him in
Gryffindor because he asked to be there and reassures him that “It is our choices, Harry, that
show what we truly are, far more than our abilities.”

That line was chosen specifically to underline my point: it is our choices that show what we
truly are, far more than our abilities.  All the choices we have ever made have brought us to
where we are, and that ultimately makes us who we are.  Each of us would give a different
answer to the question, Who do you think you are?, and yet that answer will be intrinsically
about us - the unique being that we are.  I exhorted the students to make the most of this
term, of all the opportunities ahead of them, and I hope that they will do so.

Thinking of people who make significant choices, this week we have joined with the nation in
mourning the loss of HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.  As a young man he made the
conscious decision to subjugate his life to that of his wife, committing himself to support her role of
duty and service.  It is testament to the man that he found his own outlets and interests in his role
as the Queen’s consort, most notably through his environmental work and, of course, the brilliant
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  In tribute to the Duke of Edinburgh and this fantastic scheme we have
compiled a short video demonstrating what ‘doing DofE’ means for Channing students - enjoy.

As always I end with my best wishes for the weekend. I’m off to have my first dose of the vaccine
tomorrow and am very excited by the prospect.  Whatever you are doing, I hope it brings you
happiness.  Until next week,

Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

https://vimeo.com/537599960/3d6b1a3b9e


Reminders

Extra-Curricular Activities
We are pleased to publish the Summer term Extra-Curricular Timetable for your information.
There are plenty of exciting activities to get involved with and they start from Monday 19 April.

Uniform
A reminder that pupils are expected back in their correct uniform on Monday.  Pupils may wear
their coats in classrooms if they are cold due to necessary ventilation.  Many thanks to parents
for their support with this.

The Week Ahead

Monday 19 April 2021
No Events
Tuesday 20 April 2021
No Events
16:00 Year 13 Music A Level Recital Rehearsal
Wednesday 21 April 2021
No Events
Thursday 22 April 2021
10:30 Year 9 Vaccinations
Friday 23 April 2021
15:40 Music at Tea-Time
Saturday 24 April 2021
09:00 ABRSM practical exams
Sunday 25 April 2021
10.00 Year 11 Drama GCSE Performance Rehearsal

Girls Enjoying Success

Congratulations to Shinju Kimura-Phalon in Year 10, who has been selected to be part of
the Great Britain Under 18 Softball Squad. Well done!

Congratulations also to Year 7 students Bella Kain, Roma Rifkind and Lucie Tran .  Together
they have raised more than £600 for the school charity, Refuge, by doing a sponsored silence.  They
were silent for three hours each day for a week during the Easter holiday - no mean feat!  Well
done on showing such ingenuity and perseverance, and raising money into the bargain.

Chemistry News

On Friday 22nd January, seven pupils from Year 12 took part in Round One of the 53rd RSC
International Chemistry Olympiad - the first ever RSC Olympiad to take place remotely! The
Olympiad is an opportunity for students to test their understanding of Chemistry, helping them
to develop their problem-solving skills and apply familiar knowledge in new and interesting

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-_Adqf8Nh_cYn9mYLRGHqvYgTPwXYFDyeH3Aqb7CzvE/edit?usp=sharing


contexts. The competition is aimed at Year 13, but several of our Year 12 students decided to
take on the challenge. Well done to Molly Bloom, Stella Hastings, Amelia Marriott, Irina Nigam,
Jasmine Patra and Anisha Perera who are all awarded certificates of participation; and
congratulations to Lidia Lonergan whose impressive performance gained her a bronze
certificate.

Drama News

This week Year 11 Drama students returned to the Arundel Centre to rehearse their
monologue performances in preparation for their final performance assessments. Extracts have
been chosen from a variety of plays including (images from left to right) Lady Windermere's Fan,
Antigone and My Mother Said I Never Should.  Ms Hurst and Ms Hill were impressed by the
hard work students had put into interpreting their range of characters and are looking forward
to seeing how these pieces will shape up over the next few weeks.

News from the Junior School

Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at Fairseat.
Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing Facebook
Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Teaching & Learning News

Increasingly our staff professional development at Channing is being delivered internally by our
own members of staff and this week Mrs Elliot, Head of Classics, delivered a superb Virtual
Teaching and Learning Briefing to Senior School Staff. It focused on how the Classics
Department are embedding different feedback approaches in their classroom practice. It was
obvious from Mrs Ellliot’s presentation that they have developed a rich variety of feedback
strategies that are grounded in research.

https://www.instagram.com/channing_school/
https://twitter.com/ChanningSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://instagram.com/miss_dina_hamalis?igshid=thunmv8vosfr


It reminds us that feedback is much more than traditional written marking - feedback can take
different forms: peer, self, group, teacher marking, or verbal.  It is important that parents
recognise that a range of feedback strategies help children progress and you can contribute to
this with the types of questions you ask your daughters.

The best feedback, whether it is written or verbal, will give students a clear sense of how they
can improve.  When you speak to your daughter about her work, we would ask you to move
away from questions such as ‘has your book been marked?’ or ‘what did you get on the test?’.

Far better to ask:
‘What do you know / can do today that you didn't know / could not do yesterday?’
‘What progress and improvement have you made?’
‘How do you know you have made progress?’
‘Do you know what you need to do next to improve?’

Channing Archives

As we welcome the staff and pupils back to school after the Easter recess, so too do we
welcome the Spring sunshine. Having spent time wrapped up warm in parks and back gardens
during the break we look forward to more al fresco meals to come as the seasons progress.
With that in mind we would like to share a picture from the Channing archives showing pupils
enjoying a 'School Picnic' in 1936.


