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English
The girls will participate in the shared reading of books linked to our
topics this term. We will begin by reading ‘Meerkat Mail’ by Emily
Gravett. We will focus on storytelling and descriptive writing with a
greater emphasis on using conjunctions, sentence starters and a wider
range of punctuation. The girls will continue to enjoy non-fiction,
poetry and diary writing.

Mathematics
The girls will be learning about numbers within 100 and will start to count in
steps of 1, 2, 5 and 10. This will include ordering and estimating and also
working with money and time. We will continue to develop addition and
subtraction strategies through a variety of practical activities and games. The
girls will begin to understand the concept of multiplication and division as well
as carrying out their speed times tables assessments on a weekly basis.

Science
The girls will learn about living things, focusing on animals and
humans. We will name and classify animal groups, thinking about
what we eat. We will describe the structure of common animals.
We will continue to look at how plants grow and will monitor the
progress of our planted potatoes closely.

Topic
We begin with an exciting topic: ‘Destination Desert.’ Linked to our
English work, we will explore the Kalahari desert. The girls will
compare life there to life in the UK, thinking about the key physical and
human features. They will be encouraged to use atlases to find
continents, countries and oceans and will continue to develop their map
skills by making their own using a simple key.
Over the half term holiday, you may want to take out those old seaside

photos from the family album; our ‘Seaside’ topic will focus on seaside holidays in the past. The girls
will find out about entertainment on the beach and consider similarities and differences between life
in the past compared to today.



Religious Education
This term, supported by PlanBee RE resources we will focus on special religious
books and learn about Muslim celebrations.

Computing
The girls will continue to develop their programming skills; will use Scratch Jr to create their own
digital stories. They will develop the skills to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital
content through the creation of their own animated story book.

Spanish
This term, the girls will explore animals and colours. We will continue with
practising phonemes and learn about feminine and masculine agreements. The girls
will then enjoy a storytelling unit based on ‘The Giant Turnip’. The girls will develop
their confidence through reading, translation, memory games so that we can
perform parts of the story.

Art and Design Technology
This term in Art and DT we will be focusing on improving our fine
motor skills. This will include drawing, sketching, cutting and folding. We
will also be looking at the artist Bridget Riley and how she uses lines to
create interesting effects.

Physical Education
In Year 1, the girls will practise throwing and catching with beanbags and tennis balls. They will
develop striking skills, using plastic bats and racquets, whilst extending their understanding of
athletic-based activities such as sprinting and relay-racing. They explored teamwork skills last term in
basketball and football and we hope to build on this for the remainder of the school year.

Outdoor Learning
We will continue to have our weekly Outdoor Learning sessions. The girls
will have the opportunity to explore variation and will be encouraged to
consider how to stay safe in the outdoor environment.

Music
The girls will continue to develop their musicianship skills through learning a
variety of songs, including some relating to their ‘Seaside’ topic. They will be
listening to the music of Prokofiev’s ‘Peter and the Wolf’ and learning to

recognise the instruments that represent the different characters in the story. The girls will also have
the opportunity to explore the music of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Ballet this term, through the use



of an exciting new resource created by the Aurora Orchestra, entitled ‘Tchaikovsky and the
Marvellous Kingdom.’

Drama
We will have great fun acting out scenes from the ‘BFG,’ thinking about the weird and wonderful
language used by the BFG himself. We will also think about the character of Sophie. How does she
feel when the giant picks her up? How does she feel about the other giants she meets? The girls will
be asked to empathise and imagine themselves as Sophie to act out her thoughts.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
This term our themes are ‘Relationships’ and ‘Changing Me’.
These units include the new statutory teaching of Relationships
and Sex Education (RSE). Following a consultation with the Mrs
Eliad, the PSHE Coordinator and Form Teacher, parents have the
right to request to withdraw their child from some, or all, sex education lessons. Please contact Mrs
Eliad, if you have any further questions about these units.

Relationships: breadth of the girls' relationships will be widened to include people they may find in
their school community. They will consider their own significant relationships (family, friends and
school community) and why these are special and important. As part of the learning on healthy and
safe relationships, the girls learn that touch can be used in kind and unkind ways. This will support
later work on safeguarding. The girls will also consider their own personal attributes as a friend,
family member and as part of a community, and will be encouraged to celebrate these.

Changing Me: the girls will be introduced to life cycles e.g. that of a frog and identify the different
stages. They will compare this with a human life cycle and look at simple changes from baby to adult
e.g. getting taller, learning to walk etc. They will discuss how they have changed so far and that
people grow up at different rates. As part of our safeguarding duty, the girls will be taught the correct
words for private parts of the body (those kept private by underwear: vagina, anus, penis, testicles,
vulva). They will also be taught that nobody has the right to hurt these parts of the body. Change will
be discussed as a natural and normal part of getting older which can bring about happy and sad
feelings. The girls will practise a range of skills to help manage their feelings and learn how to access
help if they are worried about change, or if someone is hurting them.

Homework
The girls will receive weekly homework tasks on their class Firefly page. Homework tasks will be
completed and uploaded via Seesaw. They will be published every Friday and the girls have until the
following Thursday to complete them. Please support your daughter to complete her assigned tasks
when required. It is extremely important that you continue to support your daughter to develop her
reading skills, daily, by reading with her at home.



Important Dates
19th April Healthy Schools Week
6th May Class photographs
21st May Cultural Diversity Day
28th June Projects Week
2nd July Founders' Day Service

As always, please do not hesitate to get in contact with us if you have any concerns about your
daughter. You can do so by emailing the school office: jsoffice@channing.co.uk

PE for1P is onTuesdays and Wednesdays. The girls should come into school wearing their school
uniform and will change into their PE kit at school. They will wear their PE kit home. PE for 1M is on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

We look forward to an exciting and productive term ahead.

Miss Marshall and Miss Phipps
Year 1 Class Teachers
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