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English
Our creative writing this term includes predictions, setting descriptions, magazine
articles/ webpages, research, poetry and instructional texts. This will link to our
new class novel, ‘The Silver Donkey,’ by Sonya Hartnett. The girls will also work
to produce their own short moral stories this term. They will be inspired by
valuable lessons from the class reader and discussions. In preparation for this, and
because we expect our pupils to read a variety of genres, please encourage your
daughter to select a moral story as one of her personal reading books this term.
Weekly spelling, comprehension, grammar, and punctuation activities will
continue.

Mathematics
We will continue following the ‘Inspire Maths’ scheme this term. Our main areas of focus will be
decimals, percentages, angles, properties of triangles and quadrilaterals and geometry. It would be
helpful if your child could source a protractor with which to measure angles this term. Throughout

our work, the girls will be practising calculation methods and tackling word
problems. It is important that your daughter continues to practise her
multiplication and division facts at home as often as possible; Year 5 pupils are
encouraged to make use of their ‘Times Tables Rockstars’ profiles
independently and to compete in band ‘Battles’ against the other Year 5 class.

Science
In our ‘Properties and Changes of Materials (solid, liquid, gas)’ unit, we will focus
on how to turn questions into a form that can be investigated, make careful
measurements and carry out fair tests.
In our ‘Animals Including Humans’ unit, we will focus on the changes that human
beings experience as they develop to old age. We will learn about the life cycle of a human being;
investigate the development of babies; compare the gestation period of humans and other animals;
and about the changes experienced during puberty and why these occur. Our final investigation will
be about the changes to the body as humans get older, as well as comparing the life expectancy of
different animals.

History and Geography
We have an interesting local studies cross-curricular project this term, focusing
on Highgate and the surrounding area. We will make a variety of enquiries about
events, people and changes to the area over the past 800 years. We will collect



information about land use, buildings and the physical environment. Investigations will take place both
virtually and in person around the village and Channing School, using the wealth of primary and
secondary sources available to us. Later in the term, the girls will embark on an independent
Geography project using skills acquired through the term.

Religious Education
This term, supported by PlanBee RE resources we will learn why Muhammad
is important to Muslims before researching Buddhist worship and beliefs.

Computing
We will begin the term developing our understanding of key coding
vocabulary. We will complete a number of Scratch coding projects, aiming to
each become a Binary Hero as we complete our final Scratch project, which
will challenge us to make a game in which we play the notes of a song as they
scroll down the stage. After half term, the girls will be experimenting with
digital animation, using their coding skills and understanding of algorithms to
code a Sphero programmable robot to respond to a number of commands.

Modern Languages
In Spanish, the main themes this term are leisure activities and opinions. After
revisiting previous topics, the girls will explore ways to describe their free time
and express opinions.

In French, the linguistic focus is the use of descriptive language. The girls will
begin by learning how to describe themselves and other family members. The

girls will then enjoy a storytelling unit based on ‘Les quatre amis’. They will develop their confidence
through reading, translation, memory games and will eventually perform parts of the story.

Art
The girls will be exploring the effects of lino printing and creating their own artworks,
using specialist tools to carve their designs. When the weather is warmer, we shall
venture into Highgate Village to practise urban drawing, making detailed observations
in pen and ink.

Design & Technology
The girls will be designing and making their own moving toys using lengths of wood and cams, which
allow key parts of the toy to rotate and slide. Once they have created the central mechanism, they
will decorate the housing using acrylic paint in a theme of their choosing.



Physical Education
Year 5 will be re-introduced to the positions, rules and tactical game play of cricket. We will be
looking to develop these in game situations to increase understanding. In athletics the girls will be
learning the correct technique for baton changing in relays, sprinting, and practising throwing events
such as shot-put, javelin and discus. At the Stoke Newington West reservoir Centre, the girls will
develop a variety of skills whilst developing kayaking and canoeing proficiency, not least coordination
and endurance.

Music
Get ready to hear some loud music as the girls set about
listening and appraising the wonderful ‘Pictures at an
Exhibition’ by Mussorgsky. We will also be working hard
on our production of ‘Just So.’ Please do look carefully at
your emails for notification of individual music lessons.

Drama
In Drama this term, the girls will start to learn and then rehearse the dances for our
production, ‘Just So,’ following clear and concise instructions.

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
This term our themes are ‘Relationships’ and ‘Changing Me’.
These units include the new statutory teaching of Relationships
and Sex Education (RSE). Following a consultation with the Mrs
Eliad, the PSHE Coordinator and Form Teacher, parents have the right to request to withdraw their
child from some, or all, sex education lessons. Please contact Mrs Eliad, if you have any further
questions about these units.

Relationships: the girls will learn about the importance of self-esteem and ways this can be boosted.
This is important in an online context as well as off-line, as mental health can be damaged by
excessive comparison with others. This will lead onto a series of lessons that will allow the girls to
investigate and reflect upon a variety of positive and negative online/ social media contexts, including
gaming and social networking. They will learn about age-limits and also age-appropriateness. Within
these lessons, the girls will be taught the SMART internet safety rules and they will apply these in
different situations. Risk, pressure and influences will be revisited, with a focus on the physical and
emotional aspects of identifying when something online or in social media feels uncomfortable or
unsafe. The girls will be taught about grooming and how people online can pretend to be whoever



they want. Rights, responsibilities and respect will be revisited with an angle on technology use.
Screen time will also be discussed and the girls will explore ways to reduce their own screen time.
This Puzzle aims to help the girls to be more discerning when viewing anything online or on social
media.

Changing Me: in this Puzzle, the girls will revisit self-esteem and self/body-image. They will learn that
we all have perceptions about ourselves and others, and these may be right or wrong. They will also
reflect on how social media and the media can promote unhelpful comparison and how to manage
this. Puberty will be revisited with further detail explaining bodily changes in males and females.
Sexual intercourse will be explained in slightly more detail than in the previous year. The girls will be
encouraged to ask questions and seek clarification about anything they don’t understand. Further
details about pregnancy will be introduced, including some facts about the development of the foetus
and some simple explanation about alternative ways of conception e.g. IVF. The girls will learn that
having a baby is a personal choice. Details of contraceptive options and methods will not be taught as
this is not age-appropriate. Reasons why people choose to be in a romantic relationship and choose
to have a baby will be explored. The girls will look at what becoming a teenager means for them with
an increase in freedom, rights and responsibilities. They will also look at the perceptions that
surround teenagers and reflect whether they are always accurate e.g. teenagers are always moody; all
teenagers have a boyfriend/girlfriend etc.

Homework
40 minutes of homework will be set each day, consisting of one or two subjects, which will either
consolidate work covered in class, or serve as a pre-assessment of understanding in advance of new
topic work. Homework tasks will be communicated with the girls before being assigned. We
encourage you to support your daughters to continue to utilise their homework planners, writing a
concise summary of each task, accompanied by the day on which it should be handed in. In addition
to this, the girls will be required to read every day, and to practise their spellings and multiplication
facts regularly. In preparation for Year 6, the expectation is for all work to be punctual and
presentable.

Important Dates
19th April Healthy Schools Week
6th May Class photographs
19th - 21st May Residential Trip PGL Liddington in Wiltshire
18th June Y5 Taster Day at Channing Senior School
28th June Projects Week
2nd July Founders' Day Service



As always, please do not hesitate to get in contact with us if you have any concerns about your
daughter. You can do so by emailing the school office: jsoffice@channing.co.uk

We look forward to an exciting and productive term ahead.

Miss McGinnety and Miss Snowdowne
Year 5 Class Teachers
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