
Dear Parents
I hope you all enjoyed some quality time with family and friends outside over the bank holiday weekend. I
felt energised and connected after going on a lovely walk around the park with one of my friends and her
gorgeous dog who I haven’t seen since the summer and I was also pleased to have had my first Covid
vaccine. I wish our Greek and Russian families that celebrated Orthodox Easter over the weekend, Happy
Easter! Xristos anesti! Khristos voskres! Easter was a little different for me this year as I was unable to
spend it with my family, my parents in particular that I have missed so much; however, I did as I always do,
reflect on the previous year.

Whilst at school, the girls and the staff, even more so than usual,
are very lucky as we are somewhat protected from all that is going
on in the ‘big bad world’. I am thankful that I work in a school and
unlike so many of you over the last 18 months, I was able to go
into the ‘office’. I find seeing and talking to all of the girls makes
me feel calm and fills me with purpose. If you have ever met me in
my office, you will have probably noticed that I am a fan of
snowglobes. I am nostalgic and creative and love nothing more
than to sit and daydream.

As a child, when I shook a snowglobe, my imagination took me far away as I thought about what the people
were saying and doing under the glass. Over the last year, the Junior School snowglobe has been shaken a
bit too much and it has been feeling rather unsettled. Everything felt a bit upside down and the glitter was
everywhere. Just like magic (and a lot of patience), everything is starting to settle and go back to where it’s
supposed to be. This includes the reintroduction of assemblies. Whilst, we are unable to welcome you back
onsite as yet, this term, year group assemblies are being recorded and will be shared with you via Firefly.

If you haven’t already watched the Year 4 Aztec assembly, I
recommend it: Year 4 Aztec Assembly . I always loved teaching History
but never taught this topic so I very much enjoyed learning lots of
interesting facts about
Aztec temples, gods and
goddesses, arts and crafts,
clothing and headdresses
and music. It’s a whistle
stop tour of all that is the
Aztecs and it will leave you

feeling as if you have swallowed a large section of the Britannica
encyclopaedia. Whilst, I spent many a weekend researching my
homework in the set in my family home, it’s likely that the girls
won’t even know of their existence or if they do, think of them

as historically artefacts,
as it’s all about the
internet now. My personal highlights were learning about the
Minecraft Aztec Cities workshops, seeing the Aztec masks the girls
made, as well as seeing them dressed up in costume with some of
the most amazing headdresses.

https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/assemblies/year-4s-aztec-assembly


Class Photos
We are lucky to be welcoming back NiceSmile to take our Class Photos on
Thursday 6 May. All covid risk assessments have, of course, been carried out and
the photographers have all the equipment they need to ensure they are socially
distanced from the girls. Please ensure that your daughter comes into school in
her summer uniform. If she normally comes in wearing Forest School clothes or
PE kit, please send her in as usual in these clothes with their school uniform,
including school shoes and a hairbrush, in her bag.

Please note that the girls need to wear plain white, long or short socks or white tights with their summer
dress. Remember to ensure that if they have long hair (hair past their shoulders) it needs to be fully tied
back/up in brown, black or Channing blue hair bands and clips. No jewellery may be worn except for religious
symbols or small plain gold studs in pierced ears, and the girls should not be wearing nail varnish.

Extracurricular Clubs
We are starting to look ahead to the 2021 - 2022 Extracurricular Club Programme. As part of this, we
would like your help. Please complete this Google Form to share your thoughts and ideas about clubs next
year. All feedback will be carefully considered, although there can be no guarantee that all suggestions will
be available to your daughter(s).

Morning Drop Off and Collection
Please can you ensure that if your daughter is in Year 6 you advise her not to gather with her friends at the
entrance to Waterlow before school. It has been reported that the girls are meeting in a large group
preventing members of the public from entering or leaving the park safely.

Unfortunately, we have had a number of complaints (many with photographic evidence) about illegal parking
around the school. Please can I continue to ask for your cooperation and support in this matter both for
the safety of the pupils at the school and for all road users. In particular, please refrain from double
parking on Highgate Hill, on the zig zags by the pedestrian crossing or across our neighbours’ drives.

#MusicMatters
Many congratulations to the following girls who achieved their ABRSM results from the
exams held last week. Their results are quite outstanding, especially considering so much
preparation was carried out remotely!

NAME INSTRUMENT GRADE RESULT
Primrose D (3C) Violin 1 Merit

Sophia F (3C) Violin 1 Merit
Iris M (3C) Violin 1 Merit

Thalia R (3C) Violin 1 Merit
Amina A (3F) Violin 1 Distinction

Saisha A (4N) B Flat Cornet 1 Merit
Thea I (4N) Oboe 3 Merit

Meera K (4N) B Flat Cornet 1 Pass
Edlyn B (5S) Violin 2 Merit

Eliana P (5S) B Flat Cornet 4 Distinction
Sophia Y (5S) Cello 4 Pass

https://forms.gle/koCMs3i94Xr49Ndc7


Emma F (6E) Piano 4 Pass
Marianna B (6W) Cello 3 Merit

Nina S (6W) Piano 5 Pass

No sooner have these arrived and it's time to move onto the next session...

ABRSM Practical Music Examinations
Saturday 26 June - APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
Subject to restrictions, we hope to hold a day of practical music examinations on Saturday 26 June for
pupils in both the Junior and Senior School. These examinations are also open to pupils who have practical
music tuition outside of school, providing their teacher has stated that they are ready to take an ABRSM
practical examination this term.

We need parental consent before we enter
candidates, therefore parents need to scan the QR
code shown and complete the online form by 4pm on
Wednesday 19 May at the latest. Regrettably, we will
be unable to process late applications.

If your daughter learns in school
Her teacher will inform Miss Pepper of their intention
to enter your daughter; however, it is vital that you
scan the QR code and complete the online form.
This is instead of signing the paper form we used
previously, and worked very well last term. If in any
doubt, please liaise with your daughter's teacher.

If your daughter learns externally
Please scan the QR code and complete the online form. This is instead of signing the paper form we used
previously and worked very well last term. Please see this letter of guidance for external pupils which may
be helpful: Guidance for external candidates

Please note:  accompaniment rehearsals, if required, will be arranged with Miss Pepper. Unfortunately, she is
unable to offer support with aural training, so it is essential that all supporting tests are included in your
daughters lessons. Further details regarding timing, etc will be sent two weeks prior to the examination.
Any further questions can be sent to Miss Pepper: juniormusic@channing.co.uk.

On Miss Peppers P's board for Marvellous Musicians displaying Perseverance Practice and Persistence this
week: Selena K (2E) for a great week of cello practice resulting in a fabulous lesson!

Superb Sustainability
721 Challenge
Inspired by Nick Hollis, the Sustainability Team : Elise F (1M), Sofia M (1P), Eleen S (2E), Minty J
(2M), Eva B (3C), Sophiya V (3F), Silvia O-M (4N), Daisy W (4R), Chloe S & Anna A (5M),
Hero K & Violet L (5S), Kitty W (6E) and Serrana B (6W) have come up with their own '721
challenge' to complete until half term:
● 7 Eat 7 portions of fruit and vegetables everyday (aiming for at least 4 to be

veg!)
● 2 Eat 2 meat free lunches a week at school
● 1 Do 1 litter pick at break every Tuesday

Please support them and if you feel inspired, join in!

Safer Internet Day
As part of Safer Internet Day, the Digital Leaders; Emily G & Lexie N (6E),
Zaina D & Isabella C (6W) and Miss Frost, Computing Coordinator encouraged

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_5n4zjnABKGtvq5rKl8jsPz3LYOv51liPrJHhLoYJ60/edit
mailto:juniormusic@channing.co.uk


all of the girls to make pledges for the 2Simple campaign. We contributed towards a Guinness World
Record for the most pledges received for an internet safety campaign in 24 hours with a total of 16,372
pledges.

Spotlight on Sport
Virtual House Challenge
The April challenge results are in:

House Total Number of Hours in April

Goodwin 268

Spears 227

Sharpe 208

Waterlow 207

Well done to Goodwin who claimed the top spot once again!

Reminder: the current strava groups will be closed at the end of this week.

The May Challenge
This month’s challenge will run for four weeks from Monday 3 May - 31 May and is based on triathlon and
biathlon.  🚴  The aim is to set yourself a target using three (or two if doing a biathlon) events of
running, cycling, swimming and then complete as many of the events as you can over the course of the
month. Traditional triathlon distances:

● 1500m swim
● 40km bike
● 10km run

You can change the activities and distances to suit your personal preference, for example if you are a strong
swimmer you might make that your longest distance. If you would like to take part, please join the new
Strava Group, where you will find more details about the challenge: Junior Channing Family Friends
Challenge.

Making a Splash
Last week, Year 3 completed their first intensive swimming week of the
summer. They all made great progress, with some even trying butterfly
stroke for the first time! Years 5 and 6 also took to the water and used
kayaks and canoes for their mode of transport.  Despite some windy
conditions, the girls managed to navigate the waters and learn how to do
a rainbow turn in their boats.

https://www.strava.com/clubs/923242
https://www.strava.com/clubs/923242


SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
● Well done to Imogen P (6W) who has been selected for the Middlesex County Cricket under 11

Summer Development Squad. She has worked extremely hard and we are all very proud of her!

Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Vasianna P-C (RS) for settling very well into Channing and making new friends.
● Florence M (RS) for writing her own fairy tale independently.
● Lexi G (RS) for good progress and focus in reading.
● Amelia A (1M) for an impressive illustration of Sophia Loren for ‘Channing's Rebel Girls’.
● Leila B (1M) for thoughtful factfile on Zara Hadid for ‘Channing's Rebel Girls’.
● Leila 1 (1M) for her really thoughtful and accurate work in Science this week.
● Talia B (1M) for her really super thoughts during the Science discussion about animal kingdoms.
● Emily C (1M) for her wonderful postcard from Sunny the Meerkat and detailed design on the front.
● Livia T (2E) for settling so well into Channing and a fantastic show and tell about Roald Dahl's Roly

Poly Bird.
● Eleen S (2E) for a fantastic drawing of Greta Thunberg for the ‘Rebel Girls Book’.
● Issie G (3C) for thinking of lots of interesting questions about the new topic, the Anglo-Saxons.
● Luombe G (3C) for making fantastic progress in swimming.
● Amaya C (3C) for thinking of some excellent questions and giving clear answers in Science.
● Annabelle D(3C) for writing an excellent descriptive diary entry, structured in clear paragraphs.
● Eva B (3C) for writing a wonderful descriptive diary entry in first person narrative using interesting

vocabulary.
● Sara A (3C) for always listening attentively and following instructions.
● Alice G-P (3F) for finding her brave and joining in so enthusiastically with our Y3 performance.
● Alice O (4N) for working hard to improve her focus and concentration in class.
● Maheen H (4N) for writing an impressive diary entry using diary features.
● Silvia O-M (4N) for always involving herself in class discussions and contributing interesting and

thoughtful ideas.
● Ellie S (6W) for an outstanding setting description.
● Freya L (6W) for an outstanding setting description.
● Ekta A (6W) for an outstanding setting description.
● Darcy D (6W) for an outstanding setting description.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.

Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

Girls enjoying success





DATES

May

Tuesday 4 Y4 Dress Rehearsal (in costumes) for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The
Feeling!' (4pm - 6pm) in Fairseat Hall

Wednesday 5 Y4 Filming for Dance & Drama Showcase, 'Can't Stop The Feeling!' - (4pm - 6pm)
in Fairseat Hall

Thursday 6 Class Photographs

Friday 7 Year 6 TfL Stars Safety and Citizenship Virtual Presentation

Tuesday 11 Year 3 Assembly available on Firefly - link will be shared

Wed/Thurs 12/13 Eid al-Fitr

Weds - Fri 19 - 21 Y5 trip to Residential Trip PGL Liddington in Wiltshire

Friday 21 Cultural Diversity Day

Tuesday 25 Year 2 Assembly available on Firefly - link will be shared

Friday 28 Non Uniform Day/Charity Day

Sunday 30 The Camden Clean Air Cycle (click on link for more information)

Mon - Fri 31 - 4 Half-term

June

Monday 7 Return from half-term

Tuesday 8 Year 1 Assembly available on Firefly - link will be shared

Mon - Fri 7 - 11 Y6 Residential Trip to PGL Osmington Bay in Dorset
Learning Passport Parent Meetings

Mon - Mon 7 - 14 Scholastic Book Fair (tbc)

Thurs & Fri 10 - 11 Y1 Seaside Day

Friday 18 Y5 Taster Day at Channing Senior School (tbc)

Tuesday 22 Reception Assembly available on Firefly - link will be shared

Wednesday 23 New Parents' Morning/Moving Up Day

Saturday 26 Y6 Leavers’ Party (tbc)

Monday 28 Y4N Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde
‘Meet the teacher’ meetings for parents of new pupils

Tuesday 29 Y4R Overnight Stay on Golden Hinde

Wednesday 30 ‘Meet the teacher’ meetings for parents of new pupils

Mon - Fri 28 - 2 Projects Week (tbc)

https://camdencleanair.org/events/the-camden-clean-air-cycle/


July

Friday 2 Founders’ Friday (including CA Summer Fair)

Tuesday 6 CA Second Hand Uniform Sale & Leavers’ Tea (tbc)

Wednesday 7 Last Day of Term - staggered finish
R - Y6 Reports available on Schoolbase


