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Welcome

Miss D Hamalis BEd(HONS)
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Our girls begin their special Channing journey  
at the Junior School where there is a great sense of 
community and every girl is valued as an individual. 

Our dedicated staff provide a stimulating and 
creative learning experience in a nurturing 
environment, so that all of the girls flourish and 
reach their full potential.

Consequently, the girls are happy, engaged and 
motivated to do their best, as they learn to be 
independent thinkers and learners, attributes that 
instil a love of learning and inspire curiosity of the 
world around them.

Welcome to Channing Junior School!.

Girls
enjoying
success
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Why Channing?

Choosing a junior school for your daughter is one of the most 
important decisions you will make as a parent. At Channing, we  
can offer her a unique and enriching education.

As soon as you enter the School, you sense that something special is 
happening. Channing Junior School moved to Fairseat, originally the home 
of Sir Sidney Waterlow, in 1926, occupying a unique space in Highgate 
Village. The house, set on the fringes of Waterlow Park, has been skilfully 
adapted, providing light and airy classrooms but never losing its sense of 
peacefulness and security. 

Our building works have just been completed after an innovative two and 
a half year programme. The project involved the construction of a multi-
purpose hall to accommodate the whole of the Junior School for assemblies, 
after-school events, Physical Education (PE) and lunch, with the benefit of 
a new kitchen. In addition, we have built new classrooms and purpose-built 
changing rooms which lead directly onto the sporting facilities. This has 
improved access to outdoor spaces for PE, Forest School and other 
outdoor learning. We have also refurbished the Art/DT Room 
and will have a new Drama Studio, Counselling Room and 
Medical Room in September.

As an independent school, we are able to have more 
control over the curriculum we offer and, as such, 
provide a broad educational experience. This holistic 
approach helps to develop and stretch our pupils in  
all-round ability.

Most of our pupils start aged four and then remain at 
Channing until they are 18. When they leave the Sixth 
Form, many of them look back at the time they spent at 
the Junior School as some of their happiest years, where the 
ethos of hard work, community and resilience was promoted. Our 
whole-school ambition is to celebrate ‘girls enjoying success’ and you will 
see evidence of this wherever you look.

What we look for at Channing

We are looking for keen young learners! An ideal Channing girl will be 
bright, interested and inquisitive; one who gets lost in a book but is also 
enthused by a challenge. She will be engaged, enquiring, excited and eager 
to start her school career at Channing. Girls at 4+ should be keen to get 
‘stuck in’ to the new activities on offer.

Enjoying success is...

“the achievement  
of something you’ve 

worked hard for” 

YEAR 6 PUPIL
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Why choose an all-girls’ school? Because we believe that girls-only 
education provides greater opportunities for girls to enjoy the 
success they deserve.

Being at an all-girls’ school from a young age gives pupils the space to be 
themselves, to find out who they are, to take risks – something girls often 
find difficult to do – so they become confident and resilient individuals.

Girls’ schools regularly punch above their weight in national exams and 
dominate the top of the exam results league tables for GCSE and A Level. 
Members of The Girls’ Schools Association (of which Channing School is 
one), always account for a disproportionately large share of the top grades 
in sciences, mathematics and languages. 

At Channing, we are experts at gearing provision to the specific needs 
of girls, at all ages. We offer an holistic education that encourages your 
daughters to discover who they are, to strive and to achieve but in an 
environment that never puts them under undue pressure. They receive 
individual attention and they learn to celebrate and enjoy success – theirs 
and each other’s.

Responsibility and leadership

Our girls can develop both socially and academically 
with freedom from stereotypes. All of our roles of 
responsibility are held by girls, including the younger 
pupils. There are a myriad of opportunities across the 
School to develop their leadership skills right from 
the start of their Channing journey. They have the 
chance to be Form Captains, representatives on our 
School Council or Sustainability Team, and further up the 
school to be nominated Head Girls, House Captains, Sports 
Leaders, Digital Leaders and Charity Champions.  
In short, they can become leaders from a very early age.

Furthermore, being at an all-girls’ school, there are no gender-weighed 
expectations relating to curriculum subjects or areas of interest, simply 
because there is no such thing as a boy’s or a girl’s subject. This means that 
our girls are free to follow their inclinations and explore what they want to 
explore, whether that is Science, Art, Cricket or Creative Writing.

All about girls

Enjoying success is...

“when you are really 
proud of something  

you have done” 

RECEPTION PUPIL
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Teaching and learning

At Channing Junior School, we offer an enriching and exciting syllabus 
beyond the confines of a rigid curriculum. Creativity and innovation are 
developed from the Early Years and across Key Stages 1 and 2.

The curriculum is enhanced by an extensive number of trips and outings, 
including residential trips in Year 4, 5 and 6. We strongly believe that learning 
does not just take place in the classroom and that girls must be inspired to 
take advantage of all the opportunities they are offered. With that in mind, the 
three initiatives of which we are most proud – Inspire Maths, ¡Adelante! and 
Forest School – all illustrate the best that a Channing Junior School education 
has to offer. 

Homework

We like to encourage good habits from an early age and regular homework 
is one of them. From the start, girls are used to taking reading activities and 
spellings/phonics home to complete. The work gradually increases 
each year. In Years 5 and 6, girls are expected to complete 
various homework tasks each night and at the weekend. 
Importantly for us, this gives the girls plenty of time to 
follow their own interests outside of school.

English as an Additional Language

Many girls at Channing are bilingual and even trilingual. 
Girls who join us from homes where English is not 
the primary spoken language receive tailored support 
to ensure that they have access to the content of the 
curriculum. Teachers adapt lessons without compromising 
content, which allows girls to integrate fully with the rest of 
their class and learn alongside their new friends.

Key Stages (KS) Age Year group

Early Years 4 – 5 Reception

Key Stage 1 5 – 7 Years 1 – 2

Key Stage 2 7 – 11 Years 3 – 6

Inspire Maths
The ‘Inspire’ Maths programme is a Singapore model  
of Maths Mastery, where girls are taught each area in 
more depth, based on US psychologist Jerome Bruner’s 
theory that people learn in three basic stages; by 
handling real objects, through pictures and through 
symbols. This has allowed our pupils to learn and 
master fewer mathematical concepts but in greater 
detail and with more focus on problem solving, rather 
than mental arithmetic. Inspire Maths has become a 
popular and contemporary way of teaching Maths –  
our girls love it! 

¡Adelante!
Spanish is the third most spoken language in the world. 
Our ¡Adelante! Spanish Initiative was launched three 
years ago and is a great success across all Year groups. 
The name ¡Adelante! derives from the Spanish verb 
‘adelantar’, meaning to get ahead or overtake, and the 
programme at Channing is a unique way of teaching 
a modern foreign language to give our girls a head 
start. From age 4, all girls are immersed in the Spanish 
language and Hispanic culture. As well as having Spanish 
lessons, their everyday interactions and our School 
environment fosters and promotes the use of Spanish 
and appreciation of the country’s culture.  
Examples include: Spanish vocabulary used in our 
assemblies and PE lessons, and signs in Spanish displayed 
around the School.

Forest School
The Forest School initiative takes advantage of the 
wonderful green setting of Channing Junior School. 
Outdoor learning has numerous educational benefits, 
including building resilience, self-esteem and confidence, 
allowing children to assess risk, be creative and 
connect with nature. Our innovative Forest School 
is a specialised learning approach that sits within and 
complements the wider context of outdoor and 
woodland education. Each week, girls in Years 1 and 2 
have Forest School sessions for a morning or afternoon 
in the natural wooded area at the bottom of the school 
grounds. This area is well sheltered with tree canopies 
and is inhabited by a variety of flora and fauna.

Enjoying success is...

“passing Grade 5  
theory, writing and 

illustrating a book or 
learning karate” 

YEAR 3 PUPIL
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Our pupils’ happiness is paramount. 

We regard each Channing pupil – whatever their age – as an individual, 
and we nurture that uniqueness in a way that fosters independence. We 
encourage a safe and supportive learning environment in which everyone 
feels comfortable and secure.

Transition to Channing Junior School

We ensure a smooth and seamless transition from your daughter’s nursery, 
playgroup or home, to our Junior School. Girls are assessed in groups of a  
similar age and scores are calculated to take into account their ages. 
This ensures that summer-born girls are not disadvantaged through the 
admissions process.

Once she is offered a place, your daughter will come into school with you to 
meet her teacher and before she starts, there is a picnic for all new girls and 
their families. Our Head, Miss Hamalis, also visits most of the feeder schools 
to meet new pupils before term begins. After your daughter starts  
in September, you will be invited into school to find out what she will 
be taught in her first year and also given some early feedback 
on how she is settling in. Miss Hamalis hosts tea parties for 
all the girls in Reception in House groups to get to know 
them better.

Communicating with you:  
Monitoring Progress

Ongoing, comprehensive assessments throughout  
the year monitor pupils’ progress. Any concerns that 
arise from these are discussed with the Head, and then 
parents and the Form Teacher agree an appropriate course 
of action.

In addition to this, Parents’ Evenings are held annually and a full 
report for each girl goes home before the end of the academic year. 
Parents are also invited to attend a Meet the Staff Evening at the beginning 
of every year, which gives them an opportunity to meet their daughter’s 
new form teacher and find out what the girls will be studying that year. 
Curriculum newsletters are posted to the School website each term.

Sharing is caring

Enjoying success is...

“helping others”

YEAR 3 PUPIL
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Creativity and energy

Channing pupils thrive in an environment of academic and  
creative activity.

The depth and range of our extra-curricular activities is one of the keys to 
our success. Our girls take part in an astonishing array of artistic, dramatic, 
musical and sporting pursuits, as well as attending before-school, lunchtime 
and after-school clubs.

There’s often a buzz around the school as the girls rehearse for the 
latest concert, musical or play. Music can be heard everywhere. String 
instruments are taught weekly in a group for pupils in Years 1 and 2. From 
Year 3, individual lessons are available on a variety of instruments. Full 
details of our extensive music programme can be seen on our website.

The PE curriculum includes field games, movement lessons and dance. 
From Year 3, girls learn to play a variety of sports including netball, cricket, 
football, athletics, rounders and basketball. Girls also swim at a local pool. 
In Years 5 and 6, the curriculum also consists of canoeing and kayaking.

Our clubs include...

Athletics

Ballet classes

Basketball

Book Club

Brass Ensemble

Chess

Coding

Comic Club

Computing

Cricket

Cross-Country Running

Digital Photography

Drama

Drawing

Fitness

Fencing

Football

Gardening

Gymnastics

Jewellery

Karate

Magazine Club

Mathematics

Maths Challenge

Mindfulness

Netball

Orienteering

Outdoor Adventures

Spanish

Strings Group

Swimming

Tennis

Windband Orchestra

Yoga

Enjoying success is...

“making a rope swing, 
doing a bungee jump 

for charity, or getting a 
medal for swimming” 

YEAR 2 PUPIL
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The Channing Day

From 1.00pm 
Afternoon lessons begin. Girls enjoy moving around the 
School – from Design Technology to Art and PE lessons. 

From 12.00pm
Lunchtime

Girls choose from a variety of tasty hot and cold 
foods prepared by our catering staff on site; 

they also enjoy Meat-Free Mondays. Parents can 
plan evening meals with the help of our online 

menus, available on the school website: 
www.channing.co.uk

8.45am
Assembly

This is a moment of reflection that takes 
place several times a week. It is led by 
the Head of the Junior School, other 

members of staff and groups of girls. The 
girls participate in class assemblies each 
term and we hold Girls Enjoying Success 
assemblies where pupils share their work 
and awards with the school community. 
Parents are invited to class assemblies.

From 8.00am
 The girls arrival time is 

staggered based on their year 
group.

9.15am
Morning lessons begin. 

The girls might be 
studying architecture 

in Art and Design, 
performing experiments 
in Science or problem 

solving in Maths.

9.00am – 3.20pm
Individual music lessons
Girls who wish to take individual 

music lessons meet with their teacher. 
Lessons are carefully timetabled so  
girls can easily catch up with any  

missed work.

2.55pm – 3.20pm
Home time

A staggered end to the school day 
also signals the beginning of after-
school clubs, Mini Owls (for the 

younger girls) and ‘Late Owls’, after-
school care for girls wishing to stay 
until 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). 3.10pm

After-school clubs
Girls enjoy activities such as 
ballet, karate, chess, fencing, 

music and arts and crafts.

2.55pm – 5.50pm 
MONDAY TO THURSDAY

4.50pm  
FRIDAY

Mini Owls  
and Late Owls

Our after-school care facility, where 
girls enjoy a wide range of activities 
and are given a drink and snack to 

bridge the gap until supper.

From 10am
Morning break

Girls enjoy a snack of fruit, bread, 
flapjacks and a drink and play  

games outside.7.30am 
Early Birds

Optional ‘Early Birds’ breakfast 
club, serving up healthy cereals, 
fruit and milk. The girls can also 

attend before-school clubs.
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Community

What makes the unique ethos at Channing? In one word – community. 
Channing staff know the girls well and the girls in turn are secure in the 
knowledge that they are known.

Community is so important to us – everywhere you look, you will see pupils 
and staff chatting, supporting each other, taking part in charity events, 
having fun, looking out for each other. Everyone at Channing takes 
pride in their community and in their environment. 

The House System

The House system originated in the Junior School 
and is also now a strong feature in the Senior School. 
When they join the School, girls become members 
of one of four Houses – Goodwin, Sharpe, Spears 
or Waterlow. This engenders a sense of community. 
House activities include charity weeks, competitions, 
assemblies, discos and sporting events.. Each activity earns 
House points, which are read out in Spanish each week 
by the Year 6 House Captains during assembly. At the end of 
term, the Channing Headmistress, reads out the final House points 
– the anticipation in the Hall from the older girls is a joy to see. Another 
key Channing initiative is the Channing Promise, written by pupils and inspired 
by the school’s ethos. 

Charities and Outreach

At Channing we pride ourselves on developing the altruistic nature of our girls. 
Having an understanding of not just those less materially fortunate, but also the 
happiness that help can bring is integral to building character. By exposing our 
girls to different charities from an early age, they learn that there are all kinds of 
people and life experiences in this world, and begin to see and truly understand 
those who are less fortunate than themselves. 

We work with various charities, many local, that the girls can really engage with 
and understand the difference their help makes. These include: Euston Food 
Bank, Whittington Hospital, local care homes and Kissing it Better. Additionally 
we support a chosen charity each term which is selected by our Year 6 Charity 
Champions. We use a range of enjoyable fundraising events from cake sales, 
sponsored individual challenges, talent contests, to fancy dress days, raffles and 
many more.

The Channing Association

And let’s not forget the parents! The Channing Association is a thriving 
organisation that seeks to involve parents as little or as often as they like. Each 
class has a Channing Association rep, who helps organise social events for 
parents and the girls. The New Parents’ Tea is a great opportunity for you to 
meet each other and the Quiz in the Spring Term is a fun evening. For the girls, 
the parents organise a Christmas Bazaar, an Easter Egg and Treasure Hunt, 
and a Summer Fayre. These events plus the numerous cake sales and coffee 
mornings give parents and pupils the opporuntiy to be part of the friendly 
Channing community.

Enjoying success is...

“doing something  
you’ve always wanted  

to achieve” 

YEAR 4 PUPIL
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Moving up

Channing Senior School is the natural progression for most girls in 
Year 6. There is no 11+ entrance examination and this allows the girls 
to learn free from the pressure of being prepared for the 11+ tests. 

In fact, we do not teach to tests. It is not part of our ethos and we know  
that this benefits our pupils immensely, both academically and emotionally  
as they move up through the Junior School, Senior School and all the way  
to Sixth Form.

But don’t just take our word for it.

Some statistics…for the 2020 summer public examinations results, 25 had 
been in our Junior School, achieving 53% A*, compared with 32% A* grades 
achieved by the overall cohort.

In short, Channing Junior School pupils outperformed their non-
Channing Junior School contemporaries. And this happens every 
year!

Although the Junior and Senior Schools occupy separate 
sites on either side of Highgate Hill, we are joined by so 
much that it always feels like one community.  
The whole school often celebrates success together 
– we all sing, clap and, most importantly, skip out of 
the Hall at the end of each term, led out by the Junior 
School pupils! 

There is always an extra buzz in assemblies when the 
Junior School girls join the Senior School students – 
Channing Christmas just wouldn’t be the same without 
Year 5’s rendition of ‘Five Gold Rings’ during our singing of ‘The 
Twelve Days of Christmas!’. Whole-school assemblies also celebrate 
the Junior School girls’ academic, sporting and artistic achievements. Junior 
School Head Girls and House Captains are appointed each term and they 
know that their roles are appreciated by everyone at Channing.

To apply for Channing Junior School please see the Admissions section 
on our website or contact our Admissions Department on: 
020 8340 2328 or admissions@channing.co.uk.

Enjoying success is...

“never giving up!”

YEAR 2 PUPIL

Key dates for 4+ Entry September 2022

5 November 2021 Closing date for applications

6, 7, 10 & 11 January 2022  1st round Assessments 

18 & 19 January 2022 2nd Round Assessments 

1 January 2022 Results

9 February 2022, 12 noon Deadline for Acceptance 

Chance Vacancies – Years 1 to 6
Occasionally, we have places in Years 1 to 6 that arise because of a pupil departure.



Channing
The Bank, Highgate 
London N6 5HF

T: 020 8340 2328

Channing Junior School 
1 Highgate High Street, Highgate
London N6 5JR 

admissions@channing.co.uk
www.channing.co.uk

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4-18

Although all statements in this prospectus are believed correct at the time of going to press, details may naturally change from time to time. May 2019


