
14 May 2021

Dear Parents

Only a brief opening thought from me in today’s Word from the Head as I have several
important announcements and pieces of information to share with you: please do read on to
the end!

Mindful that it has been Mental Health Awareness Week this week, I have been aware that for
many of us one of the keys to good mental health is keeping a sense of perspective.  You may
remember that I wrote in Word from the Head back in January about the 7 Secrets of
Happiness, as explained by Dr Anthony Clare and Gyles Brandreth.  Number 4 was ‘Break the
mirror: stop thinking about yourself ’.  When the immediate seems so pressing, it can be hard to
look up and turn our attention outwards.  However, knowing what is going on in the world
beyond the phone screen or beyond the confines of school is vital in keeping a sense of
perspective.

Last week we heard the sad news of murderous attacks on girls going to school in Afghanistan.
Who would have believed that after the high profile campaigning of Malala for so many years,
the dangers faced by girls in some parts of the world in accessing what we in the UK would
consider a basic right would still remain?  I feel strongly that as a girls’ school we have a role to
play in championing the right of all girls to an education, and reminding ourselves that others
are not as fortunate as we are.  Meanwhile this week we have followed the news every day to
keep up with developments in Israel and Palestine. The conflict there is shocking to us, and
serves to remind us of our lives of relative ease and safety.  In both cases, these events should
remind us to think of others more than ourselves and be grateful for what we have.

These events have also brought me back to contemplation of the Channing Promise of kindness,
respect and tolerance, the values by which we all strive to live at Channing.  These were so
evident in yesterday’s Officers Assembly, a truly joyful occasion and one of the highlights of the
year.  I had the privilege of introducing our new Officer Team to the school, a fantastic group of
Year 12 girls who epitomise the Channing Promise. I have no doubt that they will be wonderful
leaders of the school.  Student leadership at Channing is vital for being role models to, and the
voice of, our pupils. The hope is always that they will have an impact not just during their year
in post, but for future generations of Channing students.

I was delighted to be able to give the thanks of the school to the outgoing Year 13 team for all
of the amazing work they have done during a particularly challenging time (as well as an
absolutely hilarious farewell video) and then congratulate those taking up their new roles for
2021-22:
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Head Girls Alia Khalouf
Anna Milsom

Charity officers Eliza Goldstone
Hannah Percival

Sustainability officers Phoebe Morse
Charlotte Parrott

Sixth Form officers Emily Kamata
Constantina Papadopoulos

Year 7 officers Nura Bentata
Molly Bloom
Yasmin Byng
Lara Sassoon

Year 8/Goodwin Grace Abrahams
Millie Crane

Asya Pendlebury
Anisha Perera

Year 9/Spears Maya Egerton
Alma Miller

Sophie Murray
Charlotte Woolley

Year 10/Waterlow Sasha Finlay
Annabel Gotto
Amelia Marriott
Eliza Rayment

Year 11/Sharpe Isabel Fetterman
Stella Hastings
Talia Nabarro
Cissy Stokes

I’ll end today with two important pieces of information. The first is to let you know that from
Monday 17 May, in line with the new Government guidance related to Step 3 of the roadmap
out of lockdown, the wearing of face masks in school will no longer be required for Senior
School students.  The guidance states:

Based on the current state of the pandemic and the positive progress being made, it is no
longer necessary to recommend the additional precautionary face covering measures put in
place from 8 March. From 17 May, in line with Step 3 of the roadmap, face coverings will no
longer be recommended for pupils in classrooms or communal areas in all schools. Face
coverings will also no longer be recommended for staff in classrooms. In all schools we continue
to recommend that face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in situations outside of



classrooms where social distancing is not possible (for example, when moving around in
corridors and communal areas).

However students (and staff) who wish to continue wearing face coverings in classrooms, and
students who wish to continue to wear them in communal areas and when moving around
school, are welcome to do so.  We know that people remain concerned about Covid; please do
contact the relevant Head of Year if you wish to discuss issues related to your child.

All parental meetings will continue to take place on Google Meet until at least half term as we
are keen to see the impact of the relaxation of restrictions on transmission rates before we
take this step.  You will remember that we did not allow any visitors on site during the Autumn
term and were able to keep Covid-related disruption to a minimum.  With the growth in cases
of the so-called Indian variant in North London, I am sure you will agree that this is a sensible
precaution.

Related to this, I would encourage you to consider whether travel abroad is necessary at half
term, particularly to countries on the red and amber list which will require you to quarantine
on return, either in a Government facility or at home. Please note that we cannot offer Virtual
School to your child if you choose to do this.  I would also remind parents with children in
Years 7, 8 and 9 that they will have their end of year exams, and ensuing feedback, in the first
week after half term.

Secondly, I wanted to let you know of a change to our term dates for next year.  At the
moment the Induction afternoons for our new Year 7 and Year 12 are planned for Monday 6
September and the start of term for all pupils in both the Junior and Senior School on Tuesday 7
September.  However, Tuesday 7 September is also the first day of Rosh Hashanah which means
that a large number of students and staff would not be attending school on the first day of term.
As a result we will start the new term for all students on Monday 6 September and
make some changes to the morning timetable to accommodate the need for some induction
activities.  The morning will also include a full school assembly to start the new school year.

As we end the week, we bid a fond adieu to Year 11 and Year 13 who have a well-deserved rest
in store during their post-assessment leave.  Congratulations: you have worked so hard and
should be proud of your endeavours.  Enjoy a jolly good sleep and then have some fun!  We’ll
see you back in school after half term.

Finally, Eid Mubarak to all our Muslim families who have been celebrating yesterday and today,
and Chag Sameach to our Jewish families celebrating Shavuot from Sunday.

My warm wishes to everyone this weekend,

Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress



Reminders

Safety

The following incident has been reported to us by the Haringey Schoolsafe Team. We have no
further information. An 11 year old girl was walking on Cromwell Avenue N6 when she was
approached by a vehicle. The occupants were asking for her to get into the car.  The girl then
walked to other members of the public nearby which caused the suspect vehicle to turn around
and speed away.

The vehicle is described as an old Ford Mondeo (possibly 1996-2000 model), dark blue with
yellow number plate.  The two occupants are described as below:
White, Male, 20yrs, chubby, brown hair with short fringe, no facial hair.
White, Female, 30s-40yrs, light brown hair in a ponytail.

Please contact the police if you see anyone fitting this description or vehicle.

The Week Ahead
Walk to School Week all week
Monday 17 May 2021
17:00 Virtual Open Day
Tuesday 18 May 2021
15:00 Y8/9 LAMDA Showcases recording
16:30 Y12 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 19 May 2021
Y12/13 Seido - Self defence
15:45 Y8/9 LAMDA Showcases recording
Thursday 20 May 2021
12:25 Y12 GCSE Certificate Presentation Event
Friday 21 May 2021
15:40 Music at Tea-Time

Forthcoming Events

ABRSM Practical Music Examinations

Saturday 26th June - APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

Subject to restrictions, we hope to hold a day of practical music examinations on Saturday 26
June for pupils in both the Junior and Senior School. These examinations are also open to
students who have practical music tuition outside of school, providing the student's teacher has
stated that they are ready to take an ABRSM practical examination this term.



We do need parental consent before we enter candidates, therefore parents need to scan the
QR code shown and complete the online form by 4pm on Wednesday 19 May at the latest.
Regrettably, we will be unable to process late applications.

Girls Enjoying Success

Drama News

On Monday 10 May, Year 13 Drama and Theatre Studies students presented 'The 97%', an
original devised work created for the girls' final assessment. Exploring how the female
experience has changed from 1970 to today, the piece discusses what progress we have yet to
make in 2021 and beyond. Lily Bea Howe and Niamh Walter's performance drew on gendered
stereotypes, dark comedy, satirical characters and stylised movement in the style of Complicite
Theatre Company.  The design by Hannah Schlenker presented a form of 'feminine aesthetic'
with striking use of colour and intricate props to communicate and unpick the nature of female
objectification.



Both teachers and students alike were wowed by the conviction of the performers, the strength
of the message and the overall dramatic impact as the set was deconstructed throughout the
piece. Work of this calibre is a real treat to witness, both perfectly capturing the zeitgeist and
showcasing the incredible talents of Channing students.

Year 8 News

This week Year 8 would like to say a big thank you to Year 11 pupils Sienna
Ransford, Edie Cartmell and Renee Shields for delivering part 2 of a 3 part
series of assemblies on Inappropriate Gender Related Behaviour. Despite all of
their assessments and commitments they have managed to find time to
educate Year 8 about Toxic Masculinity, Consent and Victim Blaming. Another
special mention to Rory Dunn and Ella-Marie Davies for their contribution
during these assemblies.

Year 9 News

Well done to these four Year 9 master bakers who arranged a competition
amongst themselves, creating these fantastic pieces. I hope they tasted as good
as they looked!  Jessica Ezro, the Cookie Monster; Ella Brown, the sheep; Lotte Crane, the
bears and Elsie Isaac, the frogs.

History News

Renowned Tudor historian, TV presenter, author and joint Chief Curator of
the Royal Palaces, Tracy Borman, kindly gave up some of her time on Tuesday
to give a talk to A level Channing historians centered on Thomas Cromwell.
She lifted the veil on this notorious Tudor character helping the girls to
better understand the man behind the myth, his actions, interactions with
Henry VIII, Mary I, Anne Boleyn and the wider Tudor ruling class. The
students learnt a lot from Tracy and asked some terrific questions showing
their understanding and interest in the topic. Keep an eye out for Tracy's TV
shows and books both of which we heartily recommended to those
interested in the Tudor era. Many thanks to Mrs Tomback for setting up the
connection, Ms Lindsay for hosting and to all who attended.



Duke of Edinburgh Award News

Last Saturday, Year 10 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award students attended a rather wet but
nonetheless enjoyable expedition training day. This helped to prepare students for what will be
their first ever Duke of Edinburgh Award trip coming up in July to the South Downs. Students
took part in three activities during the day including preparation of equipment, outdoor cooking
and navigation as well as planning out their routes in the afternoon. The excitement is now
building as the students are ready to attend their first overnight trip since the pandemic began -
fingers crossed! Well done, Year 10.

Young Enterprise: Can-dle Live!

We are so excited to announce that we are running a stall over the next two weeks to sell our
can-dles! We do, however, have to maintain year group bubbles and social distancing. Therefore,
we are running our stall on different days for each year group in the Senior School:

- Tuesday 18th May, the stall is open for Year 7 (12:35-1:00pm)
- Wednesday 19th May, the stall is open for Year 8 (12:35-1:00pm)
- Friday 21st May, the stall is open for Year 9 (1:10-1:45pm)
- Tuesday 25th May, the stall is open for Year 12 (12:35-1:00pm)



- Friday 28th May, the stall is open for Year 10 (1:20-1:45pm)

Our can-dles come at a cost of £8 for one, with a bundle of 3 for £20, with a choice of
lavender, vanilla or grapefruit. Please make sure to bring the exact change in an envelope to
prevent contamination.

If you are not a Channing Senior School student, please feel free to purchase our can-dles via
the Order form on our website.

Thank you, Team Ignite

Author visit - Tracy Darnton

Tracy Darnton joined Year 8 book club via Google Meet for their discussion of 1984 by George
Orwell. Tracy is the author of YA thrillers The Rules and The Truth About Lies and our author
penpal for this year. Thank you to Sereny Staite for sharing this write-up of the discussion:

On Wednesday, we discussed 1984 by George Orwell with author Tracy Darnton. 1984 is an
excellent novel about a ruthless dictatorship - Big Brother and the Party. The main character -
Winston - remembers a time without the Party and hopes that there will be a time when the
Party and its slogans don’t exist. With Tracy Darnton, we discussed that though the book is
about cruel unimaginable dictatorship, there is hope. There is hope when NewSpeak isn’t
simplified to its shortest form until 2050 and there is hope when 2 + 2 = …

Music News

Tuesday's musical offering, aptly titled 'A May Musical Farrago', provided something for
everyone with much light relief and a smile. Originally intended to be the Musical Theatre
Showcase, the programme provided a marvellous opportunity for our Music Theatre and Jazz
students. Having said that, Pachelbel's Canon exquisitely executed by the Senior Flute Ensemble
(Salma Ansari, Emily Brown, Kimi Coetzee, Madeleine Hjelt, Mabel Hollis, Molly Malbon and
Elizaveta Weston) and expertly directed by Mrs Hattie Jolly, along with Madelaine Napier's
mesmerising and elegant qualities in Boccherini's Cello Concerto were delightful and most
welcome additions. With our vocalists, many of whom were fresh from their Musical Theatre
exams on Saturday, (Georgina Grossman, Scarlett Durling, Ella Rose Skordis-Worrall, Charlotte

https://can-dle.wixsite.com/teamignite/contact-us


Bawlf, Maya Coetzee, Cerys Tyner, Catrin Cox, Anna Milsom, Arissa Raja-Hussain, Kimi
Coetzee and Anushka Dimitrov) providing such delectable highlights from musicals that ranged
from Mean Girls to Frozen, and Wicked and the Greatest Showman to Show Boat and
Hamilton, it was a case of Musical Theatre's Greatest Hits! Such verve, such passion, such
confidence, such talent - and they told us the theatres aren't open yet. Ours is!!!

The Saxophone Quartet (Lisa Scheerlinck, Charlotte Woolley and Alia Khalouf assisted by Mr
Travis) jazzed us up with a warm 'Round Midnight' by Monk, followed by a literal teasing of
'Party' by K Street. The Year 12 Jazz Band (Molly Bloom, Madeleine Hjelt, Molly Malbon, Hana
Shimizu-French, Lisa Scheerlinck, Charlotte Woolley, Alia Khalouf, Harriet Sumners and Jasmine
Patra) bought this rousing evening to a close with 'Waiting for Summer' R Perrin - we certainly
are - and 'Stolen Moments' Nelson. An apt closing number as, at times, this evening felt like we
had stolen some precious moments - those that remind us of all that is good!

A huge and heartfelt thanks to all those who helped to make this happen; Mr Theo Travis, Jazz
Coach extraordinaire, Mrs Madeleine Bradbury-Rance, Mrs Rachel Chapman and Mrs Sarah
Vivien, just some of our talented vocal coaches, and to Mr Gray for his technical expertise with
both sound and video. Bravo to you all!! Please read the Programme and watch the show at
your leisure.

Music Theatre Examination Results

Last Saturday we had a full day of Music Theatre examinations and we are absolutely delighted
with the results that were released this week. 12 students took examinations, with 5 of those in
Year 13 all taking grade VIII or Diploma level. They deserve a special mention as they achieved
this level whilst in the middle of their A level assessments: Lara Dailey - Diploma, Maeve
Gallagher, Melissa Redman, Julia Conti-Gemes, Saskia Kirkegaard - Grade VIII. Additionally Anna
Milsom in Y12 also successfully achieved her Grade VIII. Our congratulations to all candidates.

News from the Junior School

Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at Fairseat.
Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing Facebook
Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

This week the Sustainability Officers from the Junior School got their hands muddy and planted
trees on both the Junior and Senior School sites. The UK needs millions more trees to reach its

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pKfxMHr-MhW3TP8zn9bjbmTUXYpJcHt6/view?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/548891228
https://www.instagram.com/channing_school/
https://twitter.com/ChanningSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://www.facebook.com/channingschool/
https://instagram.com/miss_dina_hamalis?igshid=thunmv8vosfr


2050 carbon net-zero target. By planting Silver Birch, Hawthorn and Wild Cherry the girls have
helped bring us nearer to this important goal.

Channing Archives

We would like to share a jovial picture of scenes from Alice in Wonderland performed by staff
in 1926 - a passion for the Arts has always been part of Channing!


