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The Junior School provides a friendly, enthusiastic and 
stimulating environment to help enable your daughters 
develop their musical potential. We are privileged to 
enjoy the services of a dedicated and specialist team of 
14 Visiting Music Staff who provide over 160 individual 
lessons each week. 

We have individual practice/teaching rooms and enjoy a 
close link with the Music Department in the Senior School. 
Together, we aim to offer many musical opportunities 
providing your daughter with sufficient skills to enjoy music 
making. In this way we hope that a love of music is fostered, 
nurtured and encouraged. Even at a young age, we have 
girls who attend the Junior Departments of the main 
London conservatoires and play in prestigious orchestras 
outside of school such at the National Children’s Orchestra 
and Pro Corda.

The following information is intended to keep you up-
to-date with what is on offer in terms of extra-curricular 
Music for your daughter at the Junior School. 

Welcome

‘Music for all’  
is our mantra
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Organisation of Lessons

We offer weekly lessons and continuity throughout the 
Junior School. A complete musical programme is in place. 
This includes for Key Stage 2 (Year 3, 4, 5 and 6) a Choir, an 
Orchestra, and, for Years 3 and 4, a Recorder Ensemble, the 
Spears Vocal Ensemble for Years 5 and 6, the Spears String 
Ensemble for more experienced players, Piano Duet work, a 
Wind Band and a Brass Ensemble. 

Lessons are organised on a weekly rotational basis so that the 
girls’ access to the wider curriculum is not compromised. In this 
way it is expected that the girls will miss a different lesson each 
week. The girls are then required to make up the work they 
have missed. Their class teachers are always happy to help.  

The Timetables are prepared in advance with the date of the 
lesson published, so that the girls have their instruments and 
music in school. The exact time of the lesson is published and 
available to view via the girls designated Google Classroom or 
Firefly page the week beforehand. This enables us to take into 
account the myriad of activities that may be happening. Visiting 
Music Staff are fully aware of all events occurring in school and 
adapt the timetables as necessary to ensure that the girls have 
30 lessons a year.

Additional Information

Your daughter will receive 30 lessons over the academic year 
(which is usually 36/37 weeks long). It is important to note 
that, as the terms are of uneven length you may find that your 
daughter has 12 or 13 lessons in the Autumn Term, 10 in the 
Spring and the remainder in the Summer. For ease, the payment 
is spread as 10 lessons equally across each term. This flexibility 
of lessons enables our Visiting Music Staff to accommodate 
some of the changes that occur during the school term such as 
outings, workshops, rehearsals and school tests. 

The fees for the Academic Year 2021-22 are £340 per term. 
The cost is added to your termly bill. 

A term’s notice to cease lessons is required.  
 
We appreciate that many families prefer their daughters to 
pursue their musical interests out of school. We make every 
effort to ensure that girls who learn an instrument out of school 
have the same opportunities for performing as those who learn 
in school.

We would ask you to inform us if your daughter is having lessons 
out of school so that we may involve her in appropriate  
school activities.

All performance opportunities, and ensembles, are open 
to all girls regardless of where they study. 

All dates are published in the school calendar with further 
detailed information published in the weekly Bulletin nearer to 
the event.

For girls who study out of school and who wish to perform 
a solo in an Assembly, a note is required from their teacher 
to Miss Pepper, stating that they are happy for their student 
to perform. Additionally, each week girls are invited to sign 
up to play the entry music for our Assembly. The lists to sign 
up for these Assemblies are on the notice board in the Music 
Department. As all accompanying is done ‘in-house’, a copy of 
this piano part, if required, needs to be supplied with the letter 
so that Miss Pepper has time to rehearse with your daughter. 

ABRSM Examinations

Each year we have approaching 90 girls taking ABRSM 
examinations achieving significantly higher than the national 
average.

The school is happy to accommodate requests from pupils 
who do learn out of school to be entered for ABRSM 
examinations in school. Information for this is advertised 
in the Bulletin. Channing School music staff provide all 
accompanying services.

Please note:

• A small levy is added to the entry fee to cover the  
administration of this system

• The certificate will read ‘Entered by Channing School’ 
not the pupils’ individual teacher

Channing Music
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Year 1

String Group –  
Violin/Viola/Cello/Mini Bass

The Junior School is unique in that it offers a String Group 
experience. This is essentially a way of learning a string 
instrument in a sociable and group setting. The girls are able to 
choose from the Violin, Viola, Cello or Mini-bass. During the 
Summer Term of their Reception year, these instruments will be 
introduced to the class in order for the girls to be able to see, 
hear and try them. We will also be assessing each girl’s suitability 
for the instruments. 

Whilst open to all it may not be the right decision at this 
point of her development.

The lessons are structured as follows: 

• Once each week during a lunchtime or early morning, 
all the girls that have chosen to learn will meet in a 
large group in order to play and sing together 

• Additionally, they will have a smaller ‘back-up’ session 
with another girl to reinforce the work covered. This 
will take place in either another lunchtime or early 
morning, before class lessons begin

For the girls that began their string playing with the String Group 
in Year 1 it is generally expected that in Year 2 they will continue 
to have lessons on an individual basis. When it is deemed 
that they are ready to do so, their Instrumental teacher will 
encourage them to join the orchestra.

For those who wish to start the Violin/Viola/Cello/Mini-Bass in 
Year 3, a taster lesson can easily be arranged. String players are 
at the heart of the orchestra. A vast amount of music is available 
to suit all tastes and there are many ensemble possibilities.

The School is the proud owner of two mini-basses. We advise 
girls who choose to play this instrument to hire the same size 
bass to leave at home. This arrangement has worked very well 
in the past and certainly helps the porterage situation! Bassists 
are always in demand in orchestras and there are plenty of Jazz 
opportunities too. 

Year 3 onwards

Each girl develops and grows at diferent stages. It is therefore 
important to look at each girl individually when deciding 
on an instrument’s suitability. From early on at the Junior 
School, the girls will have experienced the sight and sound 
of many of the instruments on offer. The main restriction on 
learning any instrument is a purely physical one.

At the start of the Summer Term, for those girls who did not start 
a String Instrument in Year 1, and for those who have yet to begin an 
instrumental study, we run ‘Taster Sessions’ the dates for which 
are advertised in the Bulletin. We would hope that by making 
initial contact with the teacher involved and physically trying out 
one of the many wonderful instruments on offer, you and your 
daughter will fnd it easier to make an informed decision.

Following the ‘Taster Sessions’ if you would like your daughter 
to do extra-curricular music lessons please complete the 
Instrumental Music Application Form. This is available 
as a download.

Please do not buy/hire an instrument before starting lessons. 
We are happy to advise you of the most suitable way to 
progress once a decision has been made.

Instruments



5Girls  enjoying success

Instruments

Piano

The piano has music written in two clefs simultaneously. For this 
reason we have reservations about teaching very young children. 
It is essential to have a piano at home on which to practise. A 
keyboard is not a satisfactory substitute.

Flute

This provides a natural progression from the recorder, as early 
technique is much the same. Instruments with curved head 
joints are readily available which makes it possible for younger 
girls to start. When suitable progress has been made they are 
invited to join the Orchestra and/or the Wind Band. The Senior 
School also has a number of Flute Choirs, Ensembles and a Jazz 
Band.

Clarinet

Again, playing the recorder is useful training. Front adult teeth 
need to be in place for this instrument however the odd gap 
is not a problem! The clarinet uses a single reed and is a very 
versatile instrument producing a warm, mellow sound. There is 
plenty of repertoire for clarinet players, ranging from classical to 
Jazz and many school ensemble opportunities.

Saxophone

The saxophone is a larger and heavier wind instrument with the 
weight borne by a sling worn around the player’s neck. Fingering 
and technique is similar to recorder, flute and clarinet. There is 
plenty of wonderful accessible repertoire and this instrument is 
much used in Jazz and dance bands.

Oboe

This is a much sought after instrument that produces a unique 
sound. It requires a double reed and is probably most suited  
to those who love a challenge! Perseverance is required, but  
once mastered it gives a great deal of kudos! There is a wide 
range of repertoire from Baroque, through to orchestral and 
chamber music. Please note that eventual purchase may be  
quite an investment.

Trumpet/Cornet

Front teeth also need to be in place for this instrument however 
a few odd gaps are not a problem! It is a light, portable and 
versatile instrument with excellent potential for ensemble, 
orchestral and band playing. 
 
 

Bassoon

Like the oboe, the bassoon is a much sought after and needed 
instrument producing a wonderfully mellow, deep sound. It 
requires a double reed, plays in the bass clef and requires a 
certain amount of physical stamina, with the weight of the 
instrument being borne by a sling worn around the player’s neck. 
There is a wide range of repertoire from Baroque, through to 
orchestral and chamber music. Like the oboe, eventual  
purchase may be quite an investment.
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French Horn

This is quite a rarity and much sought after in school due to its 
beautiful and distinct sound. It is a lovely solo instrument and 
again there are a great deal of playing opportunities. It can be 
quite a demanding instrument but exceedingly rewarding. The 
School has two student instruments to loan at the outset.

Trombone

This is the only brass instrument that does not use valves. Using 
a slide changes notes. Of all the brass instruments we offer, the 
trombone produces the lowest sound. Trombones are always 
needed in orchestras, ensembles and Jazz bands.

Harp

The School owns a beautiful Salvi Harp. Girls who chose this 
wonderful instrument must be able to hire one to practice on 
at home. It is a lovely solo instrument and again, many playing 
opportunities exist. It can be quite a demanding instrument  
but exceedingly rewarding. Please do speak to Miss Pepper if  
you would like to consider this and she will arrange for you to 
have a consultation with the harp teacher. Parental involvement 
is a must!

Classical Guitar

This beautiful, gentle instrument needs little introduction. 
Possibly well suited to those happy with their own company, 
independent and, obviously those that do not choose to ‘shout 
from the rooftops’! There is a Guitar Ensemble in the Senior 
School and some truly wonderful music from all genres to 
explore.

Instruments



7Girls  enjoying success

Second Instruments

We would like to caution against overloading the girls at this 
young age. Learning two instruments in school inevitably means 
two school lessons missed and two lots of practice on top of 
homework and a busy school day, not to mention any other 
activity your daughter may participate in out of school. Each 
request, however, will be considered on an individual basis with 
your daughter’s Form Teacher and the Headmistress involved in 
the ultimate decision.

Practice

Please bear in mind that it is regular and consistent practice that 
will ensure progress is made. Ten minutes the night before a 
lesson is not sufficient and your daughter’s weekly routine needs 
to reflect some time set aside for daily practice. In the early 
stages it is the frequency, rather than the amount that counts. 
A general rule of thumb would be that a practice session should 
equate to the same amount of time as a lesson i.e a 30 minute 
lesson equals a 30 minute practice routine 4-5 times a week.

Extra Lessons

We recognise that occasionally it may be beneficial or necessary 
for your daughter to have additional lessons. If this is the case, 
then we are happy to discuss various options with you and will 
make the appropriate arrangements, with this lesson taking 
place outside of the academic timetable. 

We feel strongly that at this stage of their musical development 
a half hour lesson each week, with a well-structured practice 
routine in place, is sufficient. An extra lesson cannot, and should 
not, take the place of practice. It is worth repeating that as a 
general rule of thumb a practice session should equate to the 
same amount of time as a lesson i.e a 30 minute lesson equals a 
30 minute practice routine 4-5 times a week. It is a regular and 
consistent practice routine that will ensure success. 

We most strongly advise against your daughter having 
one teacher in school and another outside for the same 
instrument. This results in confusion and often conflict, 
about detailed technical aspects.

Communicating and Reporting

For girls in KS1, teachers use the girl’s own Firefly Music page to 
communicate practice notes and lesson times with the girls -and 
parents!

Girls in KS2 have designated Goggle Classroom pages, where 
notes and lesson times are posted.

You will also receive a written report at the end of the 
Academic Year. 

Miss Pepper is generally able to accommodate most requests for 
lessons, subject to teacher availability, as long as they have been 
received before the start of the Autumn and Spring terms.

Open Music Week

Once a term we offer an ‘Open Music’ week that provides you 
with the opportunity to attend your daughter’s music lesson, 
and meet with your daughter’s teacher in a relaxed and informal 
way. Please see the Bulletin for details. Additionally there is an 
annual Visiting Music Staff Parents’ evening to which you are 
invited. This is held in the Senior School.

Miss Pepper will be happy to discuss any queries you may have.

Please email: juniormusic@channing.co.uk

Downloads 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC APPLICATION FORM 

https://forms.gle/k5shNj8Z2L2LwzXb7

Additional Information

Once a term we offer an ‘Open 
Music’ week that provides you with 

the opportunity to attend your 
daughters’ music lesson

mailto:juniormusic%40channing.co.uk?subject=
https://forms.gle/k5shNj8Z2L2LwzXb7


Channing
The Bank, Highgate 
London N6 5HF

T: 020 8340 2328

Channing Junior School 
1 Highgate High Street, Highgate
London N6 5JR 

admissions@channing.co.uk
www.channing.co.uk

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4-18

Although all statements in this prospectus are believed correct at the time of going to press, details may naturally change from time to time.


