Dear Parents
It was a real pleasure to see many of you as you dropped off your daughters at one of the gates this morning.
The girls were full of excitement and enthusiasm as they look forward to embarking on or continuing their
Channing journey. In addition to welcoming the new Reception girls and a few girls in other year groups, we
also welcome some new members of staff: Miss Alfaro (Form Teacher 1A), Mrs Marley (Music Teacher), Ms
Kilanko (Learning Support Teacher), Mrs Parmar (General Teacher) and Ms Kalogirou (PE Assistant). We also
welcome back Mrs Miller (Form Teacher 2M) after her maternity leave. I would also like to share the fabulous
news that Mrs Broughton-Williams and Miss Baker are both pregnant and due to go on maternity leave at the
end of term. Details about Mrs Broughton-Williams’ cover will be shared in due course. To find out more
about our staff team and to put a names to faces, as well as find out which Teaching Assistants are supporting
the Form Teachers in each year group have a look at the bios on Firefly: Staff Bios
Over the last few weeks, a significant number of parents, mostly due to relocation as a result of Brexit and/or
the pandemic, have withdrawn their daughters from Reception. In addition, Miss Baker shared the wonderful
news of her pregnancy. Therefore, to ensure a smooth transition for all the Reception girls, we believe it is in
their best interests to begin their journey at Channing without the necessity of changes to Form Teachers, or
classrooms in their first term in Reception. As such, there are now two Reception classes this academic
year and the Form Teachers are Miss Marshall and Mrs Sillitoe.
This year, we have changed the way that you are able to communicate with your daughter’s
teachers and other key members of staff.You will be able to do this directly rather than
sending emails via the School Office. Please find the email contact details of the staff: JS Key
Contact information. Please could we ask that your specific query is directed to the
appropriate individual and anything of a more serious nature is directed to a member of
the Senior Management Team.
Please be mindful that staff may not pick up emails immediately (teachers will, of course, not be checking
emails when they are teaching, running clubs or supervising pupils at break and lunchtimes) and may choose to
take time to investigate the matter before responding. However, they will endeavour to answer your queries
within 24 hours. Please do not think that a lack of instant response means a lack of interest on the part of the
member of staff. Please note that staff are not expected to reply to emails outside normal school hours,
weekends or during school holidays. If you have an emergency which needs to be dealt with before school
next opens, please email: jsoffice@channing.co.uk.
The Good Schools Guide Review
In the Summer Term, the Good Schools Guide visited us in person. Have a read of our review:
Channing Junior School Review.
Drop off and Collection
We are delighted to be able to welcome parents back into school for events. However, in order to maintain
health and safety procedures including the girls using hand sanitiser before they enter the building, as well as to
promote calmness before the girls begin their lessons (these start earlier than they did before the pandemic),
please drop off/ collect your daughter at one the two gates as per the table below. We will also put up posters
outlining timings for the different year groups on the gates. In order to help us, please line up and remain

outside the gate rather than coming into the courtyard. As the staggered drop off times help with parking and
congestion around the village, these will continue. Your daughters’ Form Teachers and I will continue to
welcome the girls in the mornings; their Form Teachers will also say good afternoon and shake hands with the
girls at collection time. Thank you for your continued support.
These are the drop off and collection times and gates:
Lessons/assemblies start for all: 8.30am
Reception (side gate): 8.05 - 8.15am
Years 1 & 2 (big gate): 8.05 - 8.15am
Years 3 & 4 (side gate) 8.15 - 8.25am
Years 5 & 6 (big gate) 8.15 - 8.25am
End of day (Monday - Thursday)

End of day (Friday)

Reception (big gate): 3.00 - 3.10pm
Years 1 (side gate): 3.10 - 3.20pm
Year 2 (big gate): 3.10 - 3.20pm
Years 3 (side gate): 3.30 - 3.35pm
Year 4 (big gate): 3.30 - 3.35pm
Years 5 (side gate): 3.35 - 3.40pm
Years 6 (big gate): 3.35 - 3.40pm

Reception (big gate): 2.50 - 3.00pm
Years 1 (side gate): 3.00 - 3.10pm
Year 2 (big gate): 3.00 - 3.10pm
Years 3 (side gate): 3.20 - 3.25pm
Year 4 (big gate): 3.20 - 3.25pm
Years 5 (side gate): 3.25 - 3.30pm
Years 6 (big gate): 3.25 - 3.30pm

Photography Policy
Several members of staff and I had to remind parents about our Photography Policy at drop off this morning.
Please ensure that you don’t take photographs of girls and/or staff, including at the school gates.
Many parents give permission for THE SCHOOL to take photographs and record performances of pupils
which may be used in publicity materials, for press reports or on the website or social media accounts.
Families are respectfully advised that they DO NOT have permission to film or take photographs of other
people’s children, nor of members of staff.
We are mindful of parents’ wishes to have an occasional record of memorable events in
which their daughters participate and to that end, we will try to provide “photo
opportunities” for the audience at the end of a performance or event.
All photography is strictly forbidden in the Early Years Foundation Stage.
All visitors will be reminded of our policy at the beginning of each event.
Please help us to protect and respect pupils: performances may be stopped if unauthorised
photography or filming takes place.
We understand that you would like to see what the girls are getting up to during the day. We
often publish photos and films, or events such as class assemblies, performances and trips on
Firefly, our password secure website. Additionally, we publish photos and films (depending on
parental permissions) on our social media accounts. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account ,
Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account and Channing Facebook
Account to see what the girls are getting up to at school.
Uniform
Please see our uniform list: Channing Junior School |Uniform List 2021. Please note that whilst

there is a Channing rucksack for girls from Year 3, as our suppliers were unable to order rucksacks
last year due to the pandemic, we are happy for the girls in Y4 - Y6 to use the plain black or brown
rucksacks you purchased last year.
Please remember that if your daughter’s hair is longer than her shoulders it
must be tied back using brown, black or Channing blue hair ties, bands
and/or clips. No nail varnish or jewellery should be worn unless for religious reasons
and only small plain gold earring studs are permitted. All girls need to bring a named
water bottle, sunhat and sunscreen in their school bag. The Reception girls will
receive a Channing water bottle that we have named for them.
Meet the Staff Evening - Thursday 9 September (6 - 8pm)
I look forward to seeing you on Thursday from 6 - 8pm. The evening will start
over in the Senior School at 6pm. Please go to the main entrance where you will
be directed to the correct location before being taken over to the Junior School. I
will give a talk and introduce the Specialist Teachers and some of the support staff.
You will also be led to your daughter’s classroom to get a chance to meet the year
group Form Teachers and teaching assistants to learn more about the expectations for the year ahead. During
the evening, there will also be an opportunity to tour the school and see the wonderful new classrooms and
facilities.
Extracurricular Clubs
We are incredibly pleased that extracurricular clubs can take place this academic year on site and in mixed
year groups. Our revised timetable offers a wealth of clubs every day after school, and most days during the
girls’ lunchtime. These are run by our staff and external club leaders and cater for all girls in Reception to Year
6. Detailed information about the clubs on offer can be found in the Extracurricular Programme, which must
be read in conjunction with JS Music Activities . Please read through the activities on offer and discuss the new
and exciting options with your daughter.
If your daughter is interested in attending any of the clubs, please register your interest on Schoolbase
between Tuesday 7 September 9am to Friday 10 September 4pm. Attached is a document which
provides written instructions on how to access the Parent Portal, written by Peter Williams, our Schoolbase
Manager. Once we have generated a list of children who would like to attend the clubs, names will be chosen
at random as some clubs have limited capacity. Next week, you will be able to log into the Parent Portal to
check that your daughter has been allocated her preferred club. The exact date this information will be
available will be in next week’s Bulletin.
All clubs will commence on Monday 20 September, and will run for 10 weeks, with the final week being
Monday 6 December. Please note that once your place on external clubs has been confirmed, you will be
charged for the block of 10 lessons for the Autumn Term, which will be added to your school bill. All children
are required to commit to the 10 lessons.
If you have signed your daughter up for an external club, you are strongly encouraged to sign up to a club
run by Channing Staff that takes place beforehand. If you do not, your daughter will attend Waiters for the
duration and will be collected by the Club Leader before the class begins. Please remember that after 3.50pm,
you will need to ensure you sign your daughter up for Late Owls.
Birds & Owls

Please find below separate sign up forms for Early Birds, Mini Owls and Late Owls.
Parents must sign up in advance for the whole half term.

Early Birds (Before School): Early Birds
The girls can be dropped off at the office door between 7.30am and 7.55am. Girls will
then make their way down to Fairseat Hall, staff will be available to help the younger girls. They will be given a
healthy breakfast and there are a choice of activities. The girls will stay until their class entry time. There is no
charge for this.

Mini Owls (After School): Mini Owls
This runs from 3.05pm-3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays). The girls will be taken by their Form Teacher after their pick
up time. Parents will only be able to collect their daughters from Mini Owls at 3.50pm (3.30pm on a Friday) at
the main gate, unless they are attending Late Owls. There is no charge for this.
Late Owls (After School): Late Owls
This runs from 3.50pm - 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). From 4.30 - 5.15pm (3.30 - 4.15pm Fridays), there will be a
structured activity for the girls and they will be offered a snack of soup or a sandwich. They can be picked up
either before 4.30pm (3.30pm on Fridays) or after 5.30pm (4.30pm on Fridays).You will need to collect your
daughter from the Drama Room in the Stable Block. Normal charges apply.
Year 5 & 6 e-books
The girls in Year 5 and 6 have access to reading books in their classrooms and they are also encouraged to bring
their personal reading books to school. We also welcome the use of e-books in Year 5 and 6 to foster and
encourage a life-long enjoyment of reading. The Year 5 and 6 girls may bring in their e-books as long as the
following conditions are met:
● The e-book has no Internet access (which therefore excludes Kindle Fire)
● Parents are responsible for whatever reading material in on the device, ensuring that the text is
appropriate
● The school takes no responsibility for damage or loss
● Devices must be fully charged (as there are no facilities to charge them)
● The e-book cannot be lent between pupils
#MusicMatters
We are very much looking forward to hearing music around the school again and many
ensemble and extracurricular activities are back. There are also some new initiatives; please
see the club information above.
Our Visiting Music Staff (VMS) are very much looking forward to seeing their pupils again. All individual
timetables will be sent to you via email by the end of this week in readiness for all lessons which will begin
next week. For KS2 pupils, all subsequent information will be posted on your daughter's individual Google
Classroom and Year 1 and 2 String Group will have a Firefly page of their own.
Please do not hesitate to contact Miss Pepper via juniormusic@channing.co.uk and indeed, please use this for
any query of a musical nature.
Spotlight on Sport
We have some exciting PE developments to share with you:
● Our multi use games area (MUGA) is almost complete and will be
ready for the girls to use from next week. It truly is a fantastic
space and we cannot wait to get out there. (Look at the space in
the photograph!)
● We have increased the PE provision for the following year
groups:
○ Years 5 & 6 will have three hours of PE per week to
accommodate a two hour games afternoon.
○ Years 2, 3 & 4 will have five hours of swimming during
their intensive swimming weeks; this will be in addition to their regular two hours of PE per
week.
○ Reception will have two hours of PE per week.
○ All year groups will have access to multiple sports clubs every week.
● We are also introducing some new sports into our curriculum for the girls in upper KS2 (Years 5
& 6) which include trampolining and hockey. For hockey, all girls in Years 5 and 6 will be required
to wear a mouth guard and shin guards.
● We will be resuming fortnightly park runs as well as fixtures; more details to follow.

● We are aware that many of your daughters participate in sports outside of school and would like to
recognise and celebrate this. We will be sending out a questionnaire to collate information on this, but
in the meantime, please do write to Mrs Jarman and Miss Bolton: jspe@channing.co.uk to let them know
about your daughters’ sporting stories/ successes.
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
● Well done to Maheen H (5M) who entered a Young Writers Competition where she had to write a
mini saga on the theme, ‘Wander in the Woods.’ It has been selected to be published in a book; a copy
of this will remain in the National Archives of the British Library.
Shana Tova to those all you celebrating Rosh Hashanah!

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School
DATES
September
Mon - Wed

6-8

Rosh Hashanah - Shana Tova!

Thursday

9

Weds - Thurs

15-16

Monday

20

CLUBS BEGIN

Tuesday

21

Y6 Taster Day at the Senior School

Wednesday

22

Individual School Photographs

Friday

24

JS Open Morning (8:45 - 10:30am)

Thursday

30

Y6 Enrichment Workshop: Archaeology (3.30-4.30pm in the SS)

Mon - Fri

27 - 1

Meet the Staff Evening (6 - 8pm)- see details above
Yom Kippur

Y4 Swimming (all week)
October

Fri - Sun

1 - 31

Black History Month

Tuesday

5

JS Open Morning (8:45 - 10:30am)

Wednesday

6

Pastoral Parents’ Evening (Form Teachers only)

Thursday

7

National Poetry Day

Wednesday

13

Pastoral Parents’ Evening (Form Teachers only)

Friday

15

Non-uniform Day/Charity Day

Mon - Fri

18 - 29

Half-term (2 weeks) - apologies for the error with dates in the additional
Bulletin on Friday

