Dear Parents

Thank you for coming to our Meet the Staff Evening on Thursday. It was a real
pleasure to see you all and I think you would agree that there was a real buzz in the
air. I have just come back from our fabulous multi-purpose hall, Fairseat Hall, where
you all sat on Thursday evening, after our first Junior School assembly of the year.
The grin on my face is the size of the Cheshire Cat as for the first time ever, pupils
and staff alike gathered together in this wonderful space. It was a
fantastic feeling to have all of the school together in one room and it
felt as if we had travelled back in time pre-February 2019.

One of our much loved traditions is to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ in Spanish to all of the girls and
staff who are celebrating that week. Today I started a new tradition; I asked the girls if they
knew the song in different languages which they may speak at home. Today we were very
lucky to hear the beloved song in Chinese, Russian and Greek. Thank you to Miss Pepper
for accompanying us on the piano and to Ms Kalogiro for helping the girls with the Greek
version, especially as it is sung to a different tune. I look forward to hearing the song in
many different languages over the weeks.
As I said in my talk on Thursday evening, that very morning all of the girls and staff crossed the road with
great excitement for the first whole school assembly (Reception - Year 13) we have been able to have since
December 2019. Mrs Hughes invited the Head Girls from both the Junior School and Senior School and
myself to take part in the assembly. There was such a lovely vibe and I had a tear in my eye when the new
Reception girls stood up to wave at the Year 13 girls. To think that they will be the class of 2035!
Whilst I have to do a lot of public speaking for my role, I am a naturally shy
person and I get very nervous. For the first time for the whole school assembly
- I was certainly 10% braver! - I stood up and spoke to the entire school. The
theme, as I explained during my talk to you, was ice cream. I asked the Head
Girls, Anna (6E) and Emma (6W) to each eat an ice cream. Emma gobbled it up
very quickly as it was so delicious and almost didn’t taste it. Whilst Anna ate it
very slowly and enjoyed every single lick and bite. I encouraged all of the girls to
try to be like ‘Anna’ this academic year and to treat their time at school as if it
were an ice cream.
They should be mindful and enjoy and appreciate every single bite or lick - every single moment: coming in
in the mornings, learning new things in their lessons, playing with their friends at breaktime, eating their
lunch, drawing, playing their instrument, playing sports and going to clubs. I encouraged them to focus on
the here and the now, the immediate so as not to miss all of all those special moments because when they
get older they will cherish all of these moments. They need to take it all in because just like a delicious yet
ephemeral ice cream, the year will melt away.
In my very first classroom, twenty years ago (many years before the girls were born), I had a poster on the
wall; the words still ring true today: ‘Yesterday is history, the future is a mystery and today is a gift, that’s

why we call it the present.’ Perhaps this is a mantra for all of us to consider. Do remind your daughters to
be the mindful ice-cream eater this year, to take everything in slowly and to savour every single moment.
Our Head Girls followed by reading a lovely poem which they recited beautifully:

Seasons Of Life by Catherine Pulsifer
Life brings many seasons
Change happens for a reason
So as one ending occurs
Look forward, open the doors.
A new beginning a time to do
All of the things you want to.
A time to look at yourself
And put away any doubts.
Believe that you can succeed
You have the potential to exceed
So take a deep breath and go
Don't be discouraged if it's slow.
A season ends and a new one begins
Don't lose your smile or your grin
With a positive attitude with you
You will find success in all you do.
Communication
We live in the age of technology and there are many benefits to this. I am aware that all forms/
year groups have WhatApp groups which are a great way for you to communicate and support
one another. I am sure you send reminders about things the girls need to remember to bring into
school, enquire for help with car shares and share details of social events.
Please can I urge you to be mindful regarding the way this form of communication is used. Please contact
the school immediately regarding any Covid concerns and/or information. Please don’t contact other
parents with incorrect or partial information or assumptions.
As you know, we have changed the way that you are able to communicate with your
daughter’s teachers and other key members of staff.You are now doing this directly
rather than sending emails via the School Office. Please find the email contact details of
the staff: JS Key Contact information. Please could we ask that your specific query is
directed to the appropriate individual and anything of a more serious nature is directed
to a member of the Senior Management Team.

Please note that I need to approve all requests for absences so please send them via the Junior School
office: jsoffice@channing.co.uk.
Please do not send communications or information to communication@channing.co.uk,
info@channing.co.uk or click ‘Reply’ to communications that are sent to you via SchoolBase, such as our
Weekly Bulletin.
Events
As government guidance for schools changes regularly and the latest guidance was only
available week before the beginning of term, it was challenging to know what events we
could plan for and how this would be arranged this academic year. We are hoping that
now that we are coming through the other side of the pandemic that we will be able to

plan in advance more readily and be able to follow through with those plans. We apologise that details for
all events and dates for this term were not shared in advance; however, please note that we did share the
date for the Meet the Staff Evening on the last Bulletin of the Summer Term on 5 July. We will, of course,
continue to publish dates for events on the Bulletin and put them onto the Schoolbase calendar. Please
note that Parents’ Evening appointments will remain online this academic year. Feedback from parents and
staff was that this was significantly more convenient and ensured every appointment ran to time.
Meet the Staff Evening
Following on from our Meet the Staff Evening, for reference and further information, please see the
Curriculum Newsletters for each year group on the school website. These newsletters as well as the
Information for Parents documents have also been shared on the Year group Firefly pages; please log in to
Firefly using your daughter’s account details:
Early Years
Key Stage 1

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3

Key Stage 2

Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Recommended reading lists for each year group are available to view and download from Firefly. Please
remember you can contact the teachers directly if you have any questions or in fact, ask them at the gate
when you drop off or collect your daughter(s).
Digital Awareness
Thank you for listening to the presentation from Digital Awareness UK on
Thursday evening. We hope that you found the research about current trends
informative. For those of you unable to attend and for those who would like to
rewatch it, the presentation can be accessed on Firefly here. As this is such an important issue, we will
shortly be asking our pupils to complete a survey about their thoughts and experiences when using
technology. On 30 September, Charlotte from Digital Awareness UK will be hosting a virtual event which
will be focused on the research gained from talking to our pupils with an accompanying Q and A. The link
for this will be shared with you in a bulletin in advance.
SAVE THE DATE: Macmillan Coffee Morning & Second Hand Uniform Sale
Friday 1 October 2021, 8.30am - 10am, Drama Studio (Old Dining Room)
Come along after drop off for a cup of tea & a biscuit to help support a wonderful cause and stock up on
uniform for the school year ahead. All proceeds from donations and the uniform sales will go to: Macmillan
Cancer Care.
If your daughters have grown out of their uniforms and/or any theme day costumes (Castle, Egyptian,
Tudor, Greek, etc.) and you would like to donate these for the Second Hand Sale, please pass clean items
that are in good condition to your daughters or the staff on the gates to drop in the donation boxes
outside the School Office up until Thursday 30 September.
Extracurricular Clubs
Thank you for all your positive feedback regarding our new Autumn Term Club Programme. It’s wonderful
to see lots of girls signing up for clubs and wanting to be involved in so many different activities.

With this in mind, confirmation of the club(s) that your daughter has been allocated for the Autumn Term
will be on Wednesday 15 September. Please log onto Schoolbase to check the day, time and cost
(where applicable) of every club carefully. It is important to remember that once chargeable clubs have
started, you will be charged for the full 10 sessions. If your daughter is not signed up for her first choices,
we will be in contact to suggest possible alternatives. Please contact jsreceptionist@channing.co.uk if you
have any further questions.

Please note: If your daughter needs to wait between the end of the school day and the beginning of her
club(s), and you have not signed up for Late Owls, she will be automatically signed up (free of charge).
Birds & Owls
Please find below separate sign up forms for Early Birds, Mini Owls and Late Owls.
Please note this is the last week that parents can sign up for this term.

Early Birds (Before School): Early Birds
7.30am and 7.55am drop off at the school office. Girls will not be able to come in after 7.55am.
Mini Owls (After School): Mini Owls
3.05pm-3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays). Parents will only be able to collect their daughters from Mini Owls at
3.50pm (3.30pm on a Friday) from the main gate.
Late Owls (After School): Late Owls
3.50pm - 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). Pick up either before 4.30pm (3.30pm on Fridays) or after 5.30pm
(4.30pm on Fridays) from the Drama Studio (‘old’ hall) in the Stable Block.
Read, Write, Inc (RWI) Logbooks (Year 2 - Year 6)
Your daughter will soon start to bring home a RWI Spelling Log book in order
to keep a record of any words that she needs to practise more than other
words. Every pupil will have different words that they find challenging to spell, so
it’s important to keep a log of the ones that they personally need to learn. For each unit, your daughter will
record at least five words that she has found the hardest to remember. Please practise these words with
your daughter at home, each week.Your daughter can spell them out loud and/or jot them down.You may
want to do it after you have heard your daughter read. Please keep revisiting words from previous pages
until you are sure your daughter can spell them readily. There will be no ‘traditional’ type spelling test lists
sent home. Please make sure your daughter keeps her Log Book in her bag and brings it to school everyday.
#MusicMatters
All Year 2 parents
Please note that they will be starting the recorder in our Tuesday class music lessons.
Their first session will be tomorrow, Tuesday 14 September. The school will provide a
recorder (and book) for your daughter. These will be added on to your school invoice.
Alternatively, if you already have a good recorder at home, please feel free to send your daughter into
school with this tomorrow and you will not be billed. However, please understand that as it will be essential
that all girls are able to participate in the first lesson, if any girl does forget an instrument we will give her
one and once used it will need to be paid for. Please ensure that instruments and books are named and in
school every Tuesday.
Individual Music Lessons
Very excitingly, individual music lessons have begun this week. For those of you whose daughters are
beginners, please read the following information about communication regarding lessons carefully (it may
also be helpful for those who are continuing lessons that would like a reminder!)

Year 1 String Players
The String teachers communicate what needs to be practiced, etc via their Firefly page:
https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/key-stage-1-1/year-1-string-group-2021-22

All instruments are due in school on a Tuesday for the full String Group and then again on the day of your
daughters 'Back-up' session as per her timetable.
Year 2 String Group
As last year, this is where lesson notes from each lesson will be, for you, and your daughter to use to help
practise during the week: https://juniorchanning.fireflycloud.net/key-stage-1-1/year-2-string-group-2021-22
It is also possible for your daughters to comment on the notes, perhaps to say how many days of practice
they have done that week, or if there was anything particularly tricky, or something they worked really hard
at. This can then be discussed in the next lesson.
All instruments are due in school on a Tuesday for the full String Group and then again on the day of your
daughter's individual lesson as per her timetable.
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Instrumentalists
The teachers have a Google Classroom for each of their pupils.Your daughter will be able to access her
Google Classes at home, and she should see her ‘instrumental' class when she logs on. This is where her
lesson notes from each lesson will be, for you, and your daughter to use to help practise during the week.
It is also possible for your daughter to comment on the notes, perhaps to say how many days of practice
she has done that week, or if there was anything particularly tricky, or something they worked really hard
at. This can then be discussed in the next lesson.
Please take a moment to remind your daughter of the procedures that have been put in place to help. We
have already discussed and explained them to the girls but your help with reinforcing this would be greatly
appreciated.
● On the day of her lesson, your daughter should put her instrument upstairs in the Music School.
● For those in KS2 and above, your daughter should check her lesson time on the copy of the timetable
displayed at the entrance opposite the library.
● Your daughter will be encouraged to write her lesson time on the whiteboard in her classroom.
● Your daughter should meet her music teacher at the school office just before her lesson.
● Following her lesson, your daughter's music teacher will return her to her class.
● Form Teachers have access to the timetables and will help to remind the girls.
● For those in Year 1, the teacher will fetch the pupils and return them to their class.
If you have any further queries, please contact Miss Pepper via juniormusic@channing.co.uk.
Spotlight on Sport
Year 4 Swimming
From Monday 27 September - Friday 1 October, the girls in Year 4 will have daily hourlong swimming lessons, at Poolside Manor. Each Year 4 form will swim at separate times
for an hour each morning to complement their PE curriculum. In preparation for these
lessons, please support your daughter to prepare her necessary kit in advance. She will need a named bag
containing: a swimming cap, towel, costume, goggles and hairbrush. Each day throughout the swimming
week, girls in Year 4 should wear their uniform to school and bring in a swimming kit. If your daughter
needs to apply creams for eczema after her swimming lesson, or has any additional needs that need to be
considered for swimming, please let us know.
If your daughter is in 4R, please make sure she meets Mr Rich and her classmates inside the
entrance to Waterlow Park at 7:45am (instead of her normal gate entrance to school) on
Monday 27 and Thursday 30 September. All Year 4 pupils are to meet Mr Rich and Miss Newell
inside the entrance to Waterlow Park at 7:45am on Friday 1st October. These earlier start times
are to ensure the girls leave promptly to get their full hour of swimming instruction in the pool.

First Week of PE
Last week the PE Team enjoyed welcoming the Reception girls to their very first PE lessons at
Channing; they were very impressed with their skills. They tried lots of different movements and
pretended to be different types of beans in the bean game. Their favourite activity was singing and
dancing to the goldfish song.

Park Runs
We are very excited to be able to participate in Park Runs again this year. During this half term, we will
attend the junior runs and will reintroduce the full park runs after the October break. We will meet on the
dates below at Priory Park for a 9.00am start:
● Sunday 19 September
● Sunday 3 October
● Sunday 17 October
Look out for Mrs Jarman at the start line as she will be there to cheer on all of the runners and remember
to bring your barcode so that you can get your official time. If you are new to Park Run please click here
for more information.

Reminders
● All girls in Years 5 and 6 will be playing hockey and are required to wear a mouth guard and shin guards.
Your daughters will need these for after the October break. Here are some examples of where you can
purchase these from: Mouth guard, Shin guards.
● We are aware that many of your daughters participate in sports outside of school and we would like to
recognise and celebrate that. Please write to the PE Team at jspe@channing.co.uk to let them know
your daughter’s sporting stories/ successes.
Social Media
We often publish photos and films, or events such as class assemblies, performances and
trips on Firefly, our password secure website. Additionally, we publish photos and films
(depending on parental permissions) on our social media accounts. Follow us on : Channing
Instagram Account , Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account and
Channing Facebook Account to see what the girls are getting up to at school.
Teaching & Learning News
Two of Channing’s core aims are to inspire scholarship and independence in our pupils.
Channing teachers are empowered and supported to be the best creative professionals they
can be. Our approach to Teaching and Learning is founded on a synthesis of evidence from
authoritative educational studies. We use the findings of this evidence and our professional
judgement to focus on areas of practice that are known to improve pupil learning and
outcomes.
Research suggests that providing feedback is one of the most effective ways of improving
pupils’ learning; however, too often the notion of feedback is wholly mistaken for just written
marking. At Channing, we know that written marking is only one facet of great feedback. As
we begin the final term of this academic year, we are asking you to appreciate that feedback
is much more than traditional written marking. Feedback can take different forms: peer, self, group, teacher
marking, or verbal. Channing teachers use a combination of these, choosing the best form as appropriate to
the learning.
It is important that you know that a range of feedback strategies help children progress and you can
contribute to this with the types of questions you ask your daughters. When you speak to your daughter
about her work this term, we would ask you to move away from questions such as ‘ What did you get in the
test today?’ Instead, you could try asking her:
● ‘What do you know / can you do today that you didn't know / could not do yesterday?’
● ‘What progress and improvement have you made?’
● ‘How do you know you have made progress?’
● ‘Do you know what you need to do next to improve?’
When teachers use a range of strategies to give pupils feedback, it is more powerful than just using
traditional ‘marking’. We know that the best feedback, whether it is written or verbal, will give pupils a
clear sense of how they can make greater progress.

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
● Well done to Elena N (3F) who raised
over £30 for the charity Crisis with her
fresh lemonade charity sale.
● Well done to Suhanna M (3C) for being
offered a place at the prestigious London
Youth Choir.
● Well done to Erin L (4R) for achieving her Level 3
Ballet exam with merit.
● Well done to Arya P (5M) who achieved her
LAMDA Level 1 Award in Communication (Grades
1&2 with distinction).
● Well done to Nicki S (5M), Alice S (5S) and Emily
S (2M) who set up a charity bake sale during the
holidays and raised over £47 for the RSPCA.
● Well done to Ellie S (Y7) for being cast as the young
Anna in ‘Frozen the Musical’ at the Theatre Drury
Lane (whilst she was in Y6.)
● Well done to Tamara P (6E) for winning a competition to design a beeswax wrap, which is now
available to order here.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
● Isabella C-M (1P) for showing fantastic perseverance and resilience when climbing the big tree for the
first time!
● Eliana R (1P) for showing fantastic perseverance and resilience when climbing the big tree for the first
time!
● Imogen M (1P) for showing fantastic perseverance and resilience when climbing the big tree for the first
time!
● Hannah G (2M) for being brave and persevering when climbing the tree for the first time!
● Shivika B (2M) for being brave and persevering when climbing the tree for the first time!
● Sophie v-E (3C) for carefully explaining how different products are used to keep our teeth clean and
healthy.
● Daniella W (3C) for her beautifully presented Science work where she explained how different products
are used to keep our teeth clean and healthy.
● Agatha R (3F) for producing clear, detailed illustrations of dental equipment in our Science lesson.
● Purdie M (4N) for settling so brilliantly into our class and having a fantastic first week.
● Eliana A (4N) for settling so brilliantly into our class and having a fantastic first week.
● Phoebe J (4N) for being a wonderful role model- always listening, attentive and ready to learn.
● Thalia R (4R) for passing her grading in Karate to achieve 6th kyu Green belt.
● Anna A (6E) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great role
model for the school.
● Anna A (6E) for her role in the whole school assembly.
● Emma L (6W) for her role in the whole school assembly.
● Anna A (6E) for helping Miss Ibrekic to look after the younger pupils during Breakfast Club.
● Jasmine C (6E) for helping Miss Ibrekic to look after the younger pupils during Breakfast Club.
● Ayla A (6E) for helping Miss Ibrekic to look after the younger pupils during Breakfast Club.
● Anaïs K (6E) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great role
model for the school.
● Nicole K (6E) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great
role model for the school.
● Charlotte M (6E) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a
great role model for the school.
● Ria D (6E) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great role
model for the school.
● Saoirse F (6E) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great
role model for the school.
● Emma L (6W) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great

role model for the school.
● Arya B (6W) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great
role model for the school.
● Matilda T (6W) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great
role model for the school.
● Emilia G (6W) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great
role model for the school.
● Edlyn B (6W) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great
role model for the school.
● Lucy D (6W) for being a fantastic helper for the new Reception girls on their first day and being a great
role model for the school.

G'mar Chatima Tovah if you are celebrating Yom Kippur this week!
Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

DATES
September
Weds - Thurs

15-16

Yom Kippur - G'mar Chatima Tovah

Monday

20

CLUBS BEGIN

Tuesday

21

Y6 Taster at the Senior School (tbc)

Wednesday

22

Individual and Sibling Photographs

Friday

24

JS Open Morning (8:45 - 10:30am): Junior School Admissions

Thursday

30

Y6 Enrichment Workshop: Archaeology (3.30-4.30pm in the SS) tbc
Digital Awareness UK Interactive Webinar with Q&A (6pm)

Mon - Fri

27 - 1

Y4 Swimming (all week)
October

Fri - Sun

1 - 31

Black History Month

Friday

1

CA Macmillan Coffee Morning and Second Hand Uniform Sale
(8:30am - 10am in Drama Studio - ‘old’ hall)

Tuesday

5

JS Open Morning (8:45 - 10:30am): Junior School Admissions

Wednesday

6

Pastoral Parents’ Evening (Form Teachers only)

Thursday

7

National Poetry Day

Wednesday

13

Pastoral Parents’ Evening (Form Teachers only)

Friday

15

Non-uniform Day/Charity Day

Mon - Fri

18 - 29

Half-term (2 weeks)

