Dear Parents
This morning in assembly, we thought about how we do sport and exercise to keep our
bodies active and healthy. It was great to hear all of the sports the girls love to do
including: athletics, football and running. I went on to explain how we also need to
exercise their brains by thinking outside of the box.
The girls did just that by being riddle detectives. As defined in the dictionary,
a riddle is ‘a mystifying, misleading, or puzzling question posed as a problem
to be solved or guessed.’ Riddles are often posed as questions that can have a
double meaning. They are also a type of puzzle as they require a lot of
thought and have, more often than not, an answer that you don’t expect. They challenge us to
approach questions in a different way and to not always go straight for the most obvious
answers.
Perhaps you’d like to exercise your brain by working out some of the riddles for yourself or
with your daughter(s).You can find the answers at the bottom of the Bulletin after my sign off. Here are
the riddles we solved:
a) I am a snowman’s nose and a reindeer’s Christmas Eve treat. I’m good to eat, but crunchy when raw;
Bugs Bunny’s favourite. What am I?
b) My arms are longer than my legs. The sound that I make is an ‘oo’ ‘oo’. I
am an ape. I like living in groups. My long arms help me to swing through
the trees. What am I?
c) The more you have of it, the less you see. What is it?
d) At night they come without being fetched. By day they are lost without
being stolen. What are they?
e) It always runs but never walks, often murmurs, never talks, has a bed but never sleeps, has a mouth but
never eats? What is it?
We then moved on to looking at a poem full of ‘riddles’: ‘A Martian Sends a Postcard Home’ by Craig
Raine. It’s written by a Martian who has never been to the planet Earth before. The Martian is describing
everyday objects that are familiar to us as humans that are very unfamiliar to him. Some of them are very
challenging. Why not exercise your brain and give it a go?
A Martian Sends a Postcard Home
Caxtons are mechanical birds with many wings
and some are treasured for their markings..
they cause the eyes to melt
or the body to shriek with pain.
I have never seen one fly, but
sometimes they perch on the hand.
Mist is when the sky is tired of flight
and rests its soft machine on the ground:

then the world is dim and bookish
like engravings under tissue paper.
Rain is when the earth is television.
it has the property of making colours darker.
Model T is a room with a lock insidea key is turned to free the world
for movement, so quick there is a film
to watch for anything missed.
But time is tied to a wrist
or kept in a box, tickling with impatience.
In homes, a haunted apparatus sleeps,
that snores when you pick up.
If the ghost cries, they carry it
to their lips and soothe it to sleep
with sounds. And yet, they wake up
deliberately, by tickling with a finger.
Only the young are allowed to suffer
openly. Adults go to a punishment room
with water but nothing to eat.
They lock the door and suffer the noises
alone. No one is exempt
and everyone’s pain has a different smell.
At night, when all the colours die,
they hide in pairs
and read about themselvesin colour, with their eyelids shut.
Staff News
After 24 years, Miss Pepper, Head of Music, has made the very difficult decision to retire at the end of this
term. I would like to thank her for her dedication and enthusiasm. She is a true advocate for the school and
will be greatly missed. We have appointed Ms Monro to be her successor.
Extracurricular Programme
Following on from the success of the Extracurricular Programme this term, we
are thrilled to be continuing and extending the provision for the girls. Our
timetable for this term continues to offer a wealth of clubs every day after
school and most days during the girls’ lunchtime. These are run by our staff, as
well as external club leaders, and cater for all girls in Reception to Year 6.
Many of the clubs are continuing; however, there are some clubs that have had
to change day, time or be cancelled altogether due to staff availability and
access to facilities. Detailed information about each of the clubs can be found
in this term’s Extracurricular Programme. Please read through the booklet
carefully and discuss the new and exciting options with your daughter. As there are many clubs on offer, there is
no limit to the number of clubs that you can sign your daughter up for (although places are not guaranteed in all
of them).
This term, the music clubs on offer are also listed on our Extracurricular Programme. Whilst the ensembles are
open to all, regardless of where they learn, all pupils that have instrumental tuition in school are asked to take
part in an ensemble activity. This must be suitable to their instrumental family and level, enabling them to benefit,

and gain from the additional musical skills that these ensembles provide. For example, Wind Band, Brass
Ensemble, Orchestra and Guitar Ensemble.
If your daughter is interested in attending any of the clubs, please register your interest
on Schoolbase between Tuesday 23 November 10AM and Sunday 28 November
12pm. Attached is a document which provides written instructions on how to access
the Parent Portal, written by our Schoolbase Manager. Once we have generated a list of
girls who would like to attend the clubs, names will be chosen at random as some clubs
have limited capacity. Please note that those pupils who did not get their first choice for
clubs this term, and reapply for the Spring Term, will be priority when allocations are
made. If you have any trouble accessing the Parent Portal, please contact
schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk directly.
Please note that if your daughter(s) is currently in a club and wishes to continue, or to
change to a new club(s) for the Spring Term, the sign up process will still apply. All club sign up opportunities start
again at the beginning of each term.
On Tuesday 7 December, you will be able to log into the Parent Portal from 10AM to check whether your
daughter has been allocated her preferred club. It is important that you check the clubs that your daughter has
been assigned to before the end of term and contact jsreceptionist@channing.co.uk if you have any questions.
All clubs will commence on Monday 10 January, and will run for 10 weeks, with the final
being the week of Monday 21 March. Please note that once a place on chargeable external
clubs has been confirmed, you will be charged for the block of 10 lessons for the Spring Term,
which will be added to your school bill. All girls are required to commit to the 10 lessons.
If you have signed your daughter up for an external club, you are strongly encouraged to
sign up to a club run by Channing Staff that takes place beforehand. If you do not, your
daughter will attend Waiters for the duration and will be collected by the Club Leader before
the class begins. Please remember that after 4PM, you will need to ensure you sign your
daughter up for Late Owls.
Metropolitan Police Christmas Appeal
Once again, we will be supporting the Metropolitan Police Christmas Appeal. The
staff will be purchasing gifts for children who are in care, from disadvantaged
families, refugees and/or are in hospital. We would like to involve the girls;
consequently, all classes will be helping their Form Teachers and teaching assistant/s to choose a gift for
either a boy or girl from 0-18 years. This will be in lieu of teachers and teaching assistants giving gifts to the
girls on their last day of school. The girls will, of course, still receive gifts from Father Christmas with help
from the Channing Association elves.
Euston Foodbank

Food banks are struggling with an enormous increase in demand for their services
with many reporting more than three times the normal numbers since the Covid crisis
began. In keeping with our community spirit, tomorrow (Tuesday 23 November), some
of the Y5 girls will be visiting Euston Food Bank. We would appreciate your
generous donations from Tuesday 15 November. Please ask your daughter with
the help of her Form Teacher (if required) to place donations in one of the blue
labelled Food Bank collection bins at the front of school.
Food items needed: tinned meat, tinned fish, rice, pasta, couscous, pasta sauce, tea, coffee, sugar, hot
chocolate, biscuits, cereals, cooking oil, flour, tinned vegetables.
Other items needed: toothbrushes (adult & child), toothpaste (adult & child), shower gel, shampoo,
conditioner, soap, sanitary items, nappies (sizes 4, 5 & 6), baby wipes.

#MusicMatters
Christmas Celebration (St Michael's Church) - Friday 10 December 2.15pm
On Friday 10 December, Reception - Y6 will join together in St Michael's Church, South
Grove, Highgate, to celebrate this magical time of year. Please note that all girls will be
dismissed at 3pm from the Church.
You are welcome to attend; you do not need to book tickets. It will be very busy in the area surrounding St
Michael's and the church car park will not be in use, except for those who have requested diasbled access.
We would respectfully ask that you park a short distance from the Church and walk to the celebration.
Spotlight on Sport
House Competition Day - Wednesday 24 November
The girls have been practising in their P.E. lessons over the last week and are very excited to take
part in the House Competition this week. They need to come to school in their P.E kits with their
house t-shirts and should remember to bring their uniform in a bag incase of bad weather.
Park Runs
The Channing meet ups for this term are:
● Sunday 28 November
● Sunday 12 December
All will be at Priory Park for a 9am start. Look out for Mrs Jarman at the start line as she will be
there to cheer on all of the runners and remember to bring your barcode so that you can get your
official time. If you are new to Park Run please click here for more information.
Reminders
● Year 4 will be playing Hockey after Christmas and will need mouth guards and shin guards to be able to
participate. Here are some examples of where you can purchase these from: Mouth guard, Shin guards.
● For comfort and protection, all girls in Y4 - 6 when playing hockey or football may want to cover their
shin pads with long socks (black, blue or white if possible). An example can be found here.
Sporting Successes
Thank you for sharing your daughters’ sporting success stories from outside of school. The PE team are
thrilled to hear about the variety of activities they are taking part in. Please continue to write to the PE
Team at jspe@channing.co.uk to keep them updated on all sporting achievements. Remember to include
your daughter's form in the email.
Channing Association News
CA WINTER BAZAAR
If your daughter(s) (and non-Channing siblings) would like to
come along to the Winter Bazaar, please book tickets via Class
Reps by Friday 26 November. We hope to see many of you
there for some festive fun after last year’s Covid break!
Bazaar Raffle
We have some absolutely fabulous prizes to win in this year’s Winter
Bazaar raffle. Half of the proceeds will be donated to Crisis at Christmas,
with the other half going towards covering the costs of next year’s CA
activities for the girls. The raffle tickets will be coming home in girls’ bags
this week.You can enter the raffle anytime between now and 8:30am on
the Bazaar Day, Friday 3 December. Good luck!
Bits & Bobs Donations
Thank you to all the parents for their generous donations so far for the Bits
& Bobs Stall at the Bazaar. The CA would really appreciate any donations of good quality items for the Year
6 girls to sell. Please leave the item(s) in the large box in the Reception area by the door. Items can include
puzzles, jigsaws, toys, games and accessories.

Tablecloth Donations
Do you have any plain white tablecloths, sitting unused in a cupboard? Please let your Class Reps know this
week if you would be willing to donate one to the CA to be used in the Bazaar - and in future CA
summer/winter fairs, in a move away from disposable tablecloths.
Cake Donations
Santa’s elves are also busy preparing for the Bazaar, and they would really appreciate some yummy cake
donations from parents for this year’s Santa’s Café. Donations can be home-baked or shop-bought but all
must be NUT-FREE. Cupcakes, pre-sliced larger cakes, mince pies or cookies are all welcome. The
donations will need to be brought in on the morning of the Bazaar, Friday 3 December.
Club Cancellation/Rescheduling Reminder
There will be no extra-curricular clubs after school on the day of the Winter Bazaar, Friday 3 December.
Years 3&4 Football Club has been rescheduled and will now take place on Monday 13 December, 3.45pm 4.30pm and KS2 Karate has been rescheduled and will now take place on Tuesday 14 December, 3.45pm 4.30pm.Years 4, 5 &6 Mosaic Club will be cancelled that day.
Girls Enjoying Success
● Well done and thank you to Tamara P (6E) who delighted us with a beautiful performance on the
clarinet of 'To a Wild Rose' in assembly this morning.
● Well done to Thomasina R (5S) who played all her upcoming cello exam pieces to us in assembly this
morning.
● Well done to Hannah G (2M) who has been awarded her Karate Red Belt.
● Well done to Iris M (4R) for coming 2nd for her age group in the online finals of the ‘Around the
Globe Piano Competition’.
● Well done to Suhanna M (3C) who confidently performed Gavotte by Handel at a Piano Concert.
Design a Seasonal Card for the Head of the Junior School Competition Winners
Looking through all of the creative and colourful entries, I was very impressed! I was spoiled for choice and it
was very difficult to choose just one winner; so difficult was the decision that I had to choose three! I am
delighted to announce that Georgia C (4N), Matilda B (3C) and Katherine v W (2E) are the winners.
The winning designs will be professionally printed and I will send them to friends of the school. All of the
wonderful designs will also be displayed in the school for us to admire.

Year 4 Football Champions

Last week, the Year 4 Football Team took part in their first ever Haringey
Schools Football Tournament. They started off strong in the group stages,
with a 4 - 0 win over Coldfall before suffering their only two defeats.
After an injured hand during the Campsbourne match, Purdie M (4N),
goalkeeper came out onto the pitch to score the winning goal that
secured us a place in the quarter finals. The team sailed through the
quarter finals and played their best game verus Coleridge, matching the
same amount of goals they scored in the first game.

The final was intense, with the girls in defence doing an excellent job to
protect the goal. We had a few shots but the Rhodes Avenue goalkeeper
was working hard to keep the score line matched at 0 - 0. The final whistle blew and penalties were called.
The referee informed us that the penalties were to be taken in a knockout style. We were in goal first.
Rhodes Avenue missed, which meant we had to score to win. Poppy L (4N), our top goal scorer with 8
goals, stepped up to the spot. As smooth as Ronaldo, she slotted the ball into the left bottom corner which
meant we took home the cup! Hooray!
We are immensely proud and would like to congratulate all of the girls in the team: Sophia A (4N), Bea
B (4N), Amelia B (4N), Eva D (4N), Phoebe J (4N), Poppy L (4N) and Purdie M (4N).

Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Alice L (RM) for always being a kind friend and helping hand.
● Hannah D (RM) for her super contributions in our role-play for English and her description of what a
story setting is.
● Emilia C (RM) for participating in the Priory Park Junior Park Run!
● Lily G (RM) for working hard on blending in her head and really improving her fluency.
● Ester P (RM) for her super contributions in English and her description of what a story character is.
● Abigail T (1A) for creating the most beautiful and accurate comparison charts at home while in Virtual
School.
● Abigail T (1A) for neatly writing a non-chronological report about polar bears and using the 5 finger
check.
● Eleanor S (1A) for neatly writing a non-chronological report about polar bears and using the 5 finger
check.
● Annabelle K (1A) for neatly writing a non-chronological report about polar bears and using the 5
finger check.
● Arianna B-P (1A) for neatly writing a non-chronological report about polar bears and using the 5
finger check.
● Amelia A (1A) for neatly writing a non-chronological report about polar bears and using the 5 finger
check.
● Aarya K (1A) for neatly writing a non-chronological report about polar bears and using the 5 finger
check.
● Omena I (1P) for neatly writing a non-chronological report about polar bears.
● Riley K (1P) for writing a detailed non-chronological report about polar bears.
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Ottilie G (1P) for neatly writing a non-chronological report about polar bears.
Clarice T (1P) for carefully writing facts about the Arctic hare.
Lily G (1P) for fantastic sentences using adjectives when describing fireworks.
Tallulah AM (1P) for writing firework sentences using conjunctions and adjectives.
Eloise S (2M) for writing an excellent new page for Room on the Broom.
Sarah S (3C) for participating in the Priory Park Junior Run and showing resilience.
Alex T (3F) for participating in the Priory Park Junior Park Run.
Bea B (4N) for competing in the Junior Park Run at Priory Park.
Eva B (4R) for competing in the Junior Park Run at Priory Park.
Aubrey B (4R) for participating enthusiastically during her class visit to St Paul's Cathedral and sharing
her perceptive observations.
Evie D (4R) for a beautiful poem on the theme of Remembrance and World War 1.
Saoirse F (6E) for making a special effort with my Art homework and creating a striking
mountainscape.
Nicole K (6E) for making a special effort with my Art homework and creating a striking
mountainscape.
Imogen K (6E) for making a special effort with my Art homework and creating a striking
mountainscape.
Charlotte H (6E) for making a special effort with my Art homework and creating a striking
mountainscape.
Lucy D (6W) for making a special effort with my Art homework and creating a striking mountainscape.
Hero K (6W) for making a special effort with my Art homework and creating a striking mountainscape.
Violet L (6W) for making a special effort with my Art homework and creating a striking
mountainscape.

Carols in Pond Square Highgate - Wednesday 8 December 2021 6.30 pm
Organised by the Highgate Society with the Highgate School Symphonic Band and
Concert Choir. All are welcome to join the singing. Charity collection for Jacksons Lane
Annual Christmas Day Lunch - please bring cash. Following the event, mulled wine and
light refreshments will be served at the Highgate Society, 10A South Grove (opposite the
Square).

Please see ‘Dates’ below.
With warm wishes (on this chilly day) for the week ahead
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School
Riddle answers
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Carrot
Chimpanzee
Darkness
The stars
A river

●
●
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●
●
●

Book
Foggy weather
TV
Car
Watch
Telephone
Bathroom
Sleeping

DATES
November

Wednesday

24

House Competition Day: PE kit & House t-shirts, bring in school uniform

Thursday

25

Amelie K (6W) - Head of the Junior School for the Day
Y5 Netball/Football Fixture v St Christopher 2:30 - 3:30 Home

Friday

26

Y6 Ancient Greece Day
December

Thursday

2

Y5 Netball/Football Fixture v St Margarets 1:30 - 3:30 Away

Friday

3

CA Winter Bazaar (2:50pm-4:40pm) - NO CLUBS AFTER SCHOOL

Mon - Fri

6 - 10

Monday

6

Christmas Celebration Rehearsal, St Michael’s (9.30am-11.30am)

Tues - Weds

7-8

Flu Vaccinations - consent forms to be return to School Office by
Friday 26 November 2021

Tuesday

7

CA Christmas Activities - during school hours, girls only
EY & KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (11:30am-12:50pm)

Wednesday

8

Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day (1st jumper outing)
ABRSM exams 8:30am - 12:30pm
EY & KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (1:45pm-3:30pm)
KS2 Outreach Concert (2pm) - tbc

Thursday

9

Father Christmas Visit
EY & KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (9am-10:45am)
Year 5/6 Swim Squad - Gala V Heathside @ Poolside Manor (2:15 - 3:15)

Friday

10

Save the Children: Christmas Jumper Day (2nd jumper outing)
Christmas Celebration Rehearsal, St Michael’s (9.00am-10.30am)
Christmas Concert (2:15pm), St Michael’s Church in Highgate - all girls to
be dismissed from church at 3pm

Monday

13

EY & KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (10:30am-12:30pm)
EY & KS1 Nativity, Arundel Centre (2pm):Y2, 1P and RM performance

Tuesday

14

EY & KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (9am-2pm)
EY & KS1 Nativity, Arundel Centre (2pm):Y2, 1A and RS performance

Tuesday

14

Christmas Carols in Courtyard - 8am

Wednesday

15

Term Ends (staggered finish 11:45am - 12:30pm)

Thurs - Weds

16 - 5

LAST WEEK OF CLUBS

Holidays
January

Wednesday

5

Staff INSET day

Thursday

6

Term Begins (Y1 - Y6)

Thurs/Fri

6-7

Monday

10

4+ Assessments (1st Round)
CLUBS BEGIN

Mon/Tues

10 - 11

4+ Assessments (1st Round)

Wednesday

12

Term Begins (Reception)

Friday

14

CA Meeting (8:30am in Drama Studio)

Tues - Weds

18 - 19

4+ Assessments (2nd Round)

Mon - Fri

24 - 28

Y3 Swimming

Friday

28

Y6 Royal Shakespeare Company Workshop

