Dear Parents

It was lovely to see so many of you with your daughters and their siblings at our
Fireworks Display on Saturday. The display was amazing, and there was a fantastic
atmosphere. Thank you to the Channing Association for organising this brilliant
event! And hooray for being able to have social events again!

In this morning’s assembly, there was a much anticipated reveal - you could hear a
pin drop followed by a gasp and then a huge cheer - as Miss Baker (I asked her as
she is going on maternity leave at the end of this week.) selected one of the raffle
tickets for ‘ Head of the Junior School for the Day’. The winner is Amelie K
(6W); she will be ‘me’ on Thursday 25 November. Now to think, what am I going to do? I am sure Amelie
will have a few ideas…
I was also very proud of the Y6 House Captains: Saoirse F (6E), Charlotte M
(6E), Victoria G (6E), Isla K (6E), Hero K (6W), Estelle Z (6W), Rianna A
(6W), Lucy D (6W) who confidently led our assembly. They officially named our
House Mascots by putting on their personalised name tags; the names were chosen by
the girls in a competition last year. The Goodwin House Mascot - a wolf will be
known as Wolfie. The Spears House Mascot - a bee - will go by the name Honeycomb. Stripes - a tiger will be representing the Sharpe House and the Waterlow Mascot - an elephant - will be called Blueberry.
The girls then shared the House Points in Greek (with a little help from Riana). Previously, they have shared
them in Italian, French and Spanish. I am curious to hear what other languages they will be learning and
teaching us this term.
Miss Bolton and the girls then told us about a very exciting competition open to all of the girls to
create a House chant/ song/ rap. We plan to use these at our many House events so they need to be
instantly appealing and memorable, as well as easy to sing along to. The girls may choose to write
theirs on their own, write one with a friend in the same House as them or write one with a group of
girls in the same House as them. They need to consider what their House means to them and what
characteristics they think best represents their House. Auditions will be held at the beginning of the
Spring Term. The Junior School has Talent here we come!
Finally, we learned about our next HOUSE COMPETITION DAY on
Wednesday 24 November. The girls need to come into school wearing their
House t-shirts (these can be purchased from Uniform4Kids: House t-shirt) and
P.E. kit as they will take part in an array of activities in order to earn points for
their House; they have been focusing on these activities in their P.E. lessons. Please
ensure your daughter also brings in her school uniform in case of inclement weather.
Anti-Bullying Week
This year, we will be marking Anti-Bullying Week by taking part in a range of
activities, all connected to the theme: One Kind Word. The week will begin
with Odd Socks Day on Monday 15 November where girls (and staff!)
will wear a pair of odd socks as a celebration of our individuality. Please join us

by wearing your most colourful odd socks when you drop off and/or pick up your daughter(s). In addition, the
girls will pledge to spread kindness across the school with their words and actions, and will enjoy playtime with
their House Buddy and teachers.
Design a Seasonal Card for the Head of the Junior School Competition
I have been enjoying looking at all of the colourful and creative entries;
please ensure that if your daughter would like to enter the competition
that she hands in her design into the School Office by Wednesday 10
November. Her seasonal design needs to be on A4 paper (with her
name and form on the back). The winning design/s will be printed and I
will send them to feeder nurseries and friends of the school.
Covid Procedures & Virtual School Update
Should your daughter receive a positive Covid result, following either a lateral flow test, or PCR test, please
keep us updated with the results and email jsoffice@channing.co.uk. We'd kindly request that any positive test
results are only communicated to us via the School Office (rather than to Form Teachers) and not to other
parents. We have implemented risk assessments and have protocols in place for communication to parents
where required as advised by Public Health England (PHE).
PHE has advised schools to carry out contact tracing if a pupil tests positive for Covid. If someone in your
daughter’s form has tested positive, you will receive a letter from us advising you to get a PCR test for your
daughter.
Please note that Government advice is that children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months, who
usually attend school, and have been identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school as normal.
This means they should continue to attend school whilst awaiting their results, but they should not attend
school if they are displaying any symptoms of Covid however mild, including:
● a high temperature - this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back
● a new, continuous cough - this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste - this means you’ve noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal
We have also been advised to suggest that where one sibling in the school tests positive, the other(s)
should self-isolate at home until the outcome of their PCR test is known. If your daughter is well and is
required to self-isolate whilst she awaits for the PCR test and result, she will have access to: Virtual School.
In the event that a Form Teacher teacher is unable to work due to ill-health, parents of pupils accessing
Virtual School will be informed via email and their daughters will be directed to complete the self-led tasks
on their year group’s holding page on Firefly for the duration of their Form Teacher’s absence. Daily live
lessons in English and Mathematics will resume (via Google Meet) once the Form Teacher is well enough to
resume teaching either in school, or remotely using Google Meet.
Morning Drop Off and Collection
Unfortunately, we have had a number of complaints (many with photographic evidence) from parents and
local residents about illegal parking around the school. Please can I continue to ask for your cooperation
and support in this matter both for the safety of the pupils at the school and for all road users. In particular,
please refrain from double parking on Highgate Hill, on the zig zags by the pedestrian crossing or across
our neighbours’ drives.
Birds & Owls

The Birds and Owls forms for this half term are now closed. If you need to make last
minute changes, please email jsreceptionist@channing.co.uk.

Trips & Visits
Year 6 Trip to Twickenham Stadium
Year 6 are looking forward to visiting Twickenham Stadium on Wednesday 10
November. The girls need to be in school for 7:50am as they will be
departing at 8am sharp. They will have the opportunity to explore the
Stadium and the World Rugby Museum, whilst also having the added
experience of a Harlequins Coaching Clinic. Your daughter needs to wear her P.E. kit and also bring her
school uniform, towel, spare underwear and shoes in case she needs to change before getting back on the
coach. As the trip is for the entire day, please ensure your daughter has her packed lunch (unless she is
receiving a school packed lunch) and plenty of water.
Year 4 Trip to St Paul’s Cathedral
Wednesday 17 November (4N) and Thursday 18 November (4R)
Year 4 will be spending an afternoon at St Paul's Cathedral in line with their RE topic 'Christmas
Journeys'. 4N will be visiting on Wednesday 17 November and 4R will be visiting on Thursday 18
November. After an earlier lunch at school, the girls will travel by coach and spend the afternoon
learning about the journey of Christmas. The girls will return to school ready for dismissal at
3:30pm, as usual.
We are looking for some parent volunteers to support these afternoons. If you are available, please express
your interest to be a group leader on the Google Form by Thursday 11 November.
Behind the Scenes: Early Years & Key Stage 1 Nativity
With Christmas now officially 'just around the corner' the girls have been busy learning
their lines and songs for this year's Nativity, 'Christmas Stars'. There will be two
performances at the Arundel Centre.Year 2 will perform on both days, while Year 1
and Reception classes will perform once. Please check dates below:
● On Monday 13 December at 2pm:Y2, 1P and RM will perform
● On Tuesday 14 December at 2pm:Y2, 1A and RS will perform

For fairness and due to the number of seats available, each family can book 2 tickets. If you book more
than two they will be refunded. Tickets will go live on Monday 15 November at 8am. Please book your
tickets here.
Costumes
Whilst we are providing most of the costumes for Year 2, we would be grateful if you could provide the
following items:
● Sheep (please wear white clothes): Hannah A (2M), Amberly C-H (2M), Evie F (2M), Emily S
(2M), Hannah G (2M), Jessica A (2M)
● Camels (please wear brown clothes): Anlin L (2E), Parker G (2E), Andrea C (2E)
● Carpenters (please wear leggings and a vest of any colour): Leila B (2E), Emily C (2E), Elise F
(2E), Leila I (2E), Amelia A (2E), Safira K (2E)
● Shepherds (please wear leggings and a vest of any colour): Zara H (2M), Nina G (2M), Clementine
R (2M), Ottoline H (2M), Eloise S (2M)
Both Year 1 classes are STARS and should wear something sparkly. Reception children should wear
something festive. Please can your daughters bring costumes into school no later than 1 December.
November Numeracy Challenge
This year, the girls in Year 3 - 6 will once again participate in the annual Mathletics
November Numeracy Challenge. This is a global mathematics challenge focused on
using Live Mathletics. Years 3 - 6 will take part in 60-second races that test the speed
and accuracy of their mathematics fluency skills. Each school will compete to earn as
many Live Mathletics points as possible within one week between 15 - 21

November. The top schools will be those with the highest average total of Live Mathletics points. Last year,
we finished 303rd place out of 674 competing schools (worldwide), so let’s continue to aim high.
This week, please encourage your Years 3 - 6 daughter(s) in to log into their Mathletics
accounts to play Live Mathletics in preparation for when every point counts. In the Mathletics
learning space,Year 3 - 6 will find Live Mathletics in the Play area.
There is a free Mathletics app for tablet devices that pupils can use to access Mathletics from
anywhere. All of their activities are recorded and will be synced with their main Mathletics
account. The app is available for iPad and Android tablets.
#MusicMatters
I hope you are enjoying, and finding useful, the virtual visits to your daughters’ Music
Lessons during Open Music Week. Following these, if you have any further queries, please
do not hesitate to contact your daughter’s teacher via juniormusic@channing.co.uk
ABRSM exams will be held in the Junior School on the morning of Wednesday 8 December. Further details
will be emailed to you in the week commencing Monday 22 November.
Very excitingly, (I love hearing snippets of festive music around the school) rehearsals have begun for our
Christmas celebrations. Please encourage your daughters to look at their Firefly page (EY/KS1) or Google
Classroom (KS2) where they will find all the words to the songs they may be humming at home.
I hope you have received the invitation regarding the Autumn Concert on 18 November. Whilst this is
primarily a Senior School event, we are a whole school and everyone in our community is very welcome.
You may be interested to see how the music develops throughout the school and what is ultimately on
offer to your daughter as she continues her musical journey.
Spotlight on Sport
Curriculum News
The Year 6 girls participated in their first hockey lesson last week, and were all
very excited to try out their new mouth guards and shin pads. Lower down the
school, the Year 1 girls were experimenting with some group balances in their
gymnastics lessons.
Year 5 Trip to Lords

The Year 5 girls had a fabulous afternoon out at Lords Cricket Ground on Thursday.
They found out lots of fun and interesting facts about the
ground and the players that have played there. They learnt
about the history of the game, the ground and how the
Ashes came about. The girls were extremely lucky to visit
the home dressing room, where superstars such as Tammy
Beaumount and Joe Root wait for their chance to bat, and
the Media Centre where journalists retell the story of the
game.

Park Runs
The Channing meet ups for this term are:
● Sunday 14 November
● Sunday 28 November
● Sunday 12 December

All will be at Priory Park for a 9.00am start. Look out for Mrs Jarman at the start line as she will be there
to cheer on all of the runners and remember to bring your barcode so that you can get your official time. If
you are new to Park Run please click here for more information.

Reminders
● Year 4 will be playing Hockey in the new year so will need mouth guards and shin guards. Here are
some examples of where you can purchase them from: Mouth guard, Shin guards.
● Year 5 & 6 will need long socks to go over their shin guards in Hockey.
Nearly New Trainers
The PE Team would like to keep a supply of trainers in school so that if any of the girls forget theirs on PE
days they have some that they can borrow. If you have any old trainers that your daughter(s) have outgrown
and are still in good condition, we would gratefully accept them. Please ask your daughter to take them to
the Pavilion.
Channing Association News
Calling for Raffle Prizes
The CA are busy putting together this year's Winter Bazaar, which will once again include a
raffle. If you have a service or a product you would be willing to donate to the raffle,
please let your Class Rep know. Past prizes have included, for example, meals for two, football
tickets, cookery classes, service vouchers (e.g. pampering, personal training), overnight stays, design
consultations, book bundles, non-perishable food and drink items (individual ones or hampers). The CA are
very grateful for all donations and thank you for your generosity, without which these events would not be
able to happen.
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS
● Well done to Nicki S (5M) who received a Distinction in her Grade 3 Piano Exam.
● Sophia B (1P) for completing her first park run on Sunday.
● Emilia C (RM) for running a Park Run with Peter the Channing Bear and taking 90 seconds off her
Personal Best.
● Sophia A (4N) for competing in her Tennis Club’s Regionals at the weekend and winning all of her
matches.
● Lexi C (3C) for setting a new Personal Best (10.58) for the Junior Park Run.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Well done to:
● Georgina F (RM) for always being an exceptional role model for Channing behaviour.
● Hannah D (RM) for trying her best in her learning and persevering when she finds something tricky.
● Darya C (RM) for always trying her best in her learning and being a kind friend.
● Alia C (RM) for always being such a kind and sensitive friend.
● Amelia A (1A) for helping and encouraging her friends by gently giving them instructions on how to
draw Arctic animals.
● Abigail T (1A) for carefully writing a recount of the break using her 5 finger check.
● Aarya K (1A) for sharing her traditions and gifting everyone in 1A a diva for Diwali.
● Gabby M (1A) for writing a beautiful descriptive recount of her half term.
● Keerah S (1P) for her Science work observing autumn changes in a tree.
● Jessica P (1P) for her Science work observing autumn changes in a tree.
● Celestia C (1P) for her Science work observing autumn changes in a tree.
● Jaya T (3C) for writing a wonderfully descriptive story.
● Daisy C (3C) for completing Maths extension tasks with great perseverance.
● Minty J (3C) for writing a fantastic rhyming poem.
● Matilda B (3C) for researching lots of interesting facts about the Egyptian goddess, Hathor and
presenting her work beautifully.
● Emmeline W (3F) for writing a creative rhyming poem.
● Erin L (4R) for her excellent accuracy in mental maths and outstanding concentration and attitude in
our lessons.
● Issie G (4R) for her excellent approach to multiplication and her super progress with her times tables.
● Charlotte C (4N) for showing a fantastic attitude to learning and persevering with long multiplication.
● Luella W (4N) for going above and beyond for her ‘Forces’ poster homework.
● Eliza J (4N) for creating a wonderful advertisement using persuasive features to advertise Rambashi's
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Jungle Grill!
Amelia B (4N) for creating a wonderful advertisement using persuasive features to advertise
Rambashi's Jungle Grill!
Emilia M (5M) for using a wide variety of scientific vocabulary in her 'Sound' topic check up.
Emilia M (5M) for her perceptive questions about the history of cricket and the Ashes, during our trip
to Lord's Cricket Ground.
Angelica E (5M) for her impressive range of facts collated from our class trip to the MCC Museum
and tour of Lord's Cricket Ground.
Nicki S (5M) for using a wide variety of scientific vocabulary in her 'Sound' topic check up.
Phoebe D (5M) for using a wide variety of scientific vocabulary in her 'Sound' topic check up.
Zuri S (5M) for using a wide variety of scientific vocabulary in her 'Sound' topic check up.
Roop N (5M) for completing independent English grammar work revising dialogue, using correct
punctuation and a wide range of synonyms for 'said.'
Meera K (5S) for her confidence in answering questions about the history of the Ashes during our
school trip to Lords.
Arden M (5S) for her confidence to ask interesting questions about Lords during our school trip.
Myla M (5S) for her confidence to ask interesting questions about Lords during our school trip.
Thomasina R (5S) for her confidence in answering questions about the history of the Ashes during
our school trip to Lords.
Eve P (6E) for an excellent character description.
Leah d T-L (6W) for her service to the community by finding and returning a parent's wallet on the
street.
Ria D (6E) for her dedication to the Barvember challenge.
Nicole K (6E) for her dedication to the Barvember challenge.
Victoria G (6E) for her dedication to the Barvember challenge.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
Wishing you a fantastic week!
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

DATES
November
Monday

8

2M Florence Nightingale Workshop

Wednesday

10

Y6 Trip to Twickenham
Deadline for design a Seasonal Card for the Head of the Junior School
Competition - see details above

Thursday

11

Armistice Day
3C Trip to the River Thames

Friday

12

2E Florence Nightingale Workshop
3F Trip to the River Thames

Mon - Fri

15 - 19

Monday

15

Odd Socks Day (see information above)

Wednesday

17

4N Trip to St Paul’s Cathedral

Thursday

18

4R Trip to St Paul’s Cathedral
Autumn Concert

Wednesday

24

House Competition Day: PE kit & House t-shirts, bring in school uniform

Thursday

25

Amelie K (6W) - Head of the Junior School for the Day

Friday

26

Y6 Ancient Greece Day

Anti-Bullying Week

December
Wednesday

1

EY & KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (9am-11am)

Thursday

2

EY & KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (9am-11am)

Friday

3

CA Winter Bazaar (2.45- 4.45pm)

Mon - Fri

6 - 10

LAST WEEK OF CLUBS

Tues - Weds

7-8

Flu Vaccinations - information to follow

Tues

7

CA Christmas Activities - during school hours, girls only

Wednesday

8

Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day (1st jumper outing)
ABRSM exams 8.30am - 12.30pm
KS2 Outreach Concert (2pm) - tbc

Thursday

9

Father Christmas Visit

Friday

10

Christmas Concert (pm)
Save the Children: Christmas Jumper Day (2nd jumper outing)

Monday

13

EY & KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (10.30-12.30)

Mon/Tues

13 & 14

EY & KS1 Nativity, Arundel Centre (2pm )
13 December:Y2, 1P and RM will perform
14 December:Y2, 1A and RS will perform

Wednesday

15

Thurs - Weds

16 - 5

Term Ends (staggered finish 11:45am - 12:15pm)
Holidays
January

Wednesday

5

Staff INSET day

Thursday

6

Term Begins (Y1 - Y6)

Thurs/Fri

6-7

Monday

10

Mon/Tues

10 - 11

Wednesday

12

Term Begins (Reception)

Friday

14

CA Meeting (8:30am in Drama Studio)

Tues - Weds

18 - 19

4+ Assessments (2nd Round)

Mon - Fri

24 - 28

Y3 Swimming

Friday

28

4+ Assessments (1st Round)
CLUBS BEGIN
4+ Assessments (1st Round)

Y6 Royal Shakespeare Company Workshop

