19 November 2021
Dear Parents
I have spent much of this week contemplating the many and excellent attributes of our
Channing students. At the start of the week I showed the school the first eight minutes of my
favourite TED Talk in assembly: Reshma Saujani’s 'Teach Girls Bravery, Not Perfection' . In it she
explains how the socialisation of boys to be bold, take risks and try new things contrasts with
the traditional requirement of girls to play nicely and achieve highly - indeed, to be perfect. She
makes her point engagingly and using a variety of examples, and the Sports Hall was rapt as the
students gave her talk their full attention.
It’s a clip I show to each new Sixth Form Enrichment group at the start of their 6 week session
with me. We talk about what makes it such a good TED Talk - and that means we talk about
the message too. Most often the response I get is, ‘I wish someone had told me that when I
was younger’, hence showing it in assembly this week. It has also inspired some splendid TED
Talks - just in the first group of this term we had talks on the importance of competitive sport
for girls, the value of fan fiction, the role of celebrity in political democracy and on the
development of a new drug to combat lung cancer. I am looking forward to sharing a curated
selection of the talks with the whole school community later this year. (As an aside, I have had
to find a new TED Talk to share with my new Enrichment group this week and you’ll be pleased
to know it’s a corker - I look forward to sharing that with you in due course too.)
As the Sixth Formers predicted, the talk has clearly prompted a lot of discussion among
students of all ages during the week. I was highly amused yesterday when a member of my Year
7 debating class quoted it back to me in a discussion of the motion ‘This House would ban
single sex schools’. This is a motion I use often in coaching debating skills as it always provokes
eager contributions on both sides. In this case a girl proposed that being in a mixed
environment would enable girls to learn to be brave by being around boys, who they could copy.
She was challenged immediately by another girl who was quick to point out that girls can, and
should, learn to be brave in a single-sex environment because boys, as we were reliably
informed by another member of the class, ‘mature at a slower rate than girls’. I await the full
debate in our lesson next week and will be keen to find out which side wins!
There is no doubt that the students at Channing show bravery in all aspects of their lives.
What’s interesting to me is how they don’t always notice that they are doing it. I may have
mentioned in an earlier Word from the Head that this term I have been enjoying the chance to
meet every member of Year 13 to read their school UCAS reference with them. Without
exception they are stunned to read the litany of positive comments from their teachers and the
most frequent response is to thank me, to which I always respond that there’s no need to thank
us as everything we have written is true. They did all those things, they have all those

attributes, they just don’t stop very often to think about how the things they are doing as a
normal matter of course are really rather marvellous.
I especially enjoy the conversations with the girls who are striking out into careers which have
not been the traditional domain of women - our engineers, computer scientists and medics, for
example - and those planning to read subjects which have been sparked entirely by their own
interests beyond the curriculum. My favourite recently is the wonderful choice of Philosophy
and Physics as a joint honours degree - how cool is that? Without exception they talk with
enthusiasm and knowledge about the new directions in which their curiosity has taken them,
demonstrating an articulate understanding of themselves and their chosen next steps which is
most impressive. These conversations reaffirm my conviction that our students are well-served
by learning in an environment where there are no stereotypes about what girls can or cannot
achieve, where they have the space and encouragement to explore their own interests and, of
course, receive superb guidance about higher education opportunities and potential careers
beyond that.
I saw a different type of bravery at our stunning Autumn Concert last night. It was fabulous to
see our musicians and singers on stage at St Joseph’s in front of a packed audience for the first
time in 18 months, the last full concert having taken place in March 2020. For Year 7 and Year 8
students and parents this was their first experience of a Channing concert, as it was for me, and
what a treat we had! From our less experienced musicians in the Concert Orchestra, and the
newly re-formed Cremona Strings performing in public for the first time, to the might of the
Senior Strings (a stunning rendition of the first movement of the Brandenburg Concerto) and
the Symphony Orchestra (beautiful excerpts from Vaughan Williams’ English Folk Suite), we
were given some extraordinary performances. Our singers - from the Year 7 Chorus, through
Conabor Choir to the Brunner Show Choir and Cantemus Choir - sang pieces old and new,
accompanied and a capella. As a bonus we even got a reprise of three pieces from the
extremely successful Croatia tour. You will get a full write up from Mr Boxall and his brilliant
team next week, along with a recording so you can listen again. I highly recommend it!
The final moment of bravery I want to share this week came this morning as the Year 13
students who have completed their Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award gave an assembly to the
school about their experience of their expeditions. Their talk focused on the challenges and
privations of spending three nights sleeping in the wild (no organised campsites at Gold level so no showers or toilets, either) and walking in remote rural areas. Pouring rain, marauding
cattle, vertical hillsides and setting fire to the camping stove all featured and you’d be forgiven
for thinking they’d had a miserable time of it - until they showed their video at the end. It
showed visual evidence of all those things, but it also showed the girls smiling and laughing
about their trials and tribulations, the camaraderie built from it and the sheer delight of
completing their expeditions.You may not know that Channing has a national reputation for the
number of students completing Gold DofE, and we received a visit from the Earl of Wessex a
few years ago to congratulate us on just that.
The students who complete DofE at any level are doing exactly what Reshma Saujani suggests:
taking a risk, trying something at which they might not excel immediately and learning from the
experience. So are our musicians and singers, every time they pick up their instruments or
open their mouths to embark on a new piece of music. They know it won’t be great when they
play it through for the first time but they have faith that with practice and expert guidance it will

improve. The same is true in the classroom and our Year 13s’ exciting university aspirations are
testament to that. I am enormously proud to be the head of a school in which the students are
willing to push their personal limits and I do hope that our faith in the power of Channing is not
undermined by the outcome of my Year 7 class debate next week. I’ll keep you posted!
With warmest wishes for the weekend,
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead

Monday 22 November 2021
12:30 Applying to US Universities: presentation for Years 11-13
16:00 Hans Woyda Maths Competition Match online v Westminster School
16:00 Musical Rehearsal, AC
Tuesday 23 November 2021
09:00 Year 13 Art Trip to the Barbican Centre
15:20 Musical Rehearsal, AC
15:30 Reading Session at Brookfield Primary School
15:45 Year 7 Parents’ Evening (Virtual) for 7DZ, 7ME & 7EM
Wednesday 24 November 2021
09:40 Year 9 & Year 12 Teen Tech Trip to the Science Museum
13:00 School Council Meeting (Y7-11 Form Captains & Head Girls)
16:05 Brookfield Primary School - Maths Problem Solving Activity
16:05 Brookfield Primary School - Science Club
16:30 Year 7 Parents’ Evening (Virtual) for 7AC & 7CWi
Thursday 25 November 2021
No events
Friday 26 November 2021
Year 12 & 13 Economics in Action Conference
13:00 Music at Lunchtime, AC

Girls Enjoying Success
Good luck to Bea C,Year 9 who is running for Camden in the London Youth Games Cross
Country event at Parliament Hill this Saturday.
Congratulations to Imogen B,Year 7 who took her ARSM diploma on the violin earlier this
week and has been awarded a Distinction. It is a superb achievement for any student to reach
this level, but for an 11 year old to do so is quite astounding! This term she has also achieved
Distinction in her Grade VII piano and been awarded a place in the U12 National Concert
Orchestra. Well done on all your achievements, Imogen.
Goodwin Charity Week
Our Halloween-themed Goodwin Charity Week was a huge success in the last week of the half
term. The week kicked off with the bake sale on Monday. There were so many halloween cakes
and treats, Channing pupils really do love cake! Year 7 and 8 enjoyed popcorn and a movie, The
Corpse Bride, showing to a full house over two lunchtimes. The Halloween Quiz was also a
huge success with the Founders’ Hall packed out on Wednesday lunchtime. Guess the Teacher
as a Ghost had everyone in stitches at break time on Thursday and the trick or treat was a huge
hit. To end the week we had a fancy dress catwalk competition and a fun fair. A special thank
you to the House Officers, Deputies and all the students and teachers who were involved to
make the week such a huge success. We raised a whopping £2,153.28 for our chosen charity
CAMFED https://camfed.org/ - thank you all!

German News
Sophie D,Year 10, took part in the annual competition for poetry in translation organised by
the Stephen Spender Trust. She was awarded a commendation for her translation of a German
poem and was invited to the virtual awards ceremony which took place on 17 November 2021.
Congratulations, Sophie!
Klima? Katastrophe! By Helge Klein

I often like to think back to the days
of my time as a child
when we rejoiced in the summer’s golden haze
still going out in the wild:
In spring, the sun was always shining
In summer, we went to the beach.
In autumn, I saw the geese flying
The winter land was white as bleach
Today it rains in Spring very often
In summer the forest fires roar
It usually storms unexpectedly in autumn,
And it doesn't get cold in winter anymore
I've been thinking about our doomed future
Should man be blamed?
He ruined the nature
with his cult of fame!
Through their obsession with plastic and fumes from cars and vans
Greenery will turn to desert
With no consistent environmental protection plan
The last hour will soon strike the earth.
Beware, you consumer,

Your commitment is valuable
For your greed corrupts humanity like a tumour
And your lack of care will soon take its toll.
French News
Year 8 French Cultural Project:
For Languages Week, in the Year 8 French lessons, pupils completed a project exploring an
aspect of French/Francophone culture and made posters and presentations. They had to
research its history, evolution, influences and how it is portrayed in French/Francophone society
today. They chose from a range of topics such as Jeanne d’Arc, Tintin, Coco Chanel, Stromae,
Marion Cotillard, a pâtisserie or dish. This week the pupils presented their work to the class
and winners were announced. Here are some of the pupils presenting their excellent projects.

Year 11 Translation Workshop - Dr. Clémentine Beauvais:
Last Friday for Languages Week, we were very lucky to have Dr. Clémentine Beauvais come to
Channing to deliver an excellent translation workshop to Year 11 French pupils. Dr. Beauvais is
a French author of popular children and young adult fiction as well as a translator and professor
at the University of York. She is the author of more than a dozen books, of which; ‘Brexit
Romance’, ‘Songe à la Douceur’ and ‘Les Petites Reines’. She is the French translator of
Carnegie-medal winners Sarah Crossan and Elizabeth Acevedo, and has translated two novels by
Meg Rosoff as well as JK Rowling’s most recent
novel, ‘The Ickabog’.
Dr. Beauvais led an inspiring and engaging
workshop. She asked the pupils to think about
what it means exactly to translate and what one
needs to consider when translating. She also
spoke about how she came to be a translator,
which was being too impatient to wait for the
French translation of ‘Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows’ to be published so she decided
to translate it herself!

Dr. Beauvais then showed the Year 11s an extract from the Belgian poet Lisette Lombé’s slam
performance of ‘C’est le temps du vin blanc’. The Year 11s had to translate the poem, not just
focusing on the meaning of the words and the message of the poem but also the meter,
alliteration and rhymes. The pupils then had the opportunity to recite their translations to the
class and to Dr. Beauvais, who was very impressed with the quality of their work.
Meet the Author - Dr. Clémentine Beauvais - A level Pupils
Having read part of Dr. Clémentine Beauvais’ novel, ‘Songe à la Douceur’, French A level pupils
had the opportunity to meet her for a Q&A session conducted entirely in French. Each A level
pupil asked her a set of questions
which they had prepared in advance.
They asked all about the novel which is
written in verse and loosely based on
Pushkin’s ‘Eugene Onegin’ and
Tchaikovsky’s opera version. They also
asked about her other novels as well
as her career as a writer, translator
and professor. Meeting Dr. Beauvais
enabled the pupils to practise their
speaking and listening skills in an
authentic way. Not only did she give a
greater insight into ‘Songe à la
Douceur’, which was fascinating, but
she also explained how she got into
writing in the first place, what her day
to day looks like, as well as her greatest culture shocks living in England. Dr. Clémentine
Beauvais really engaged with the pupils, leading a most interesting discussion.
Music at Lunchtime
What a wonderful marathon of a Lunchtime
Concert we were treated to, running a gauntlet
of musical emotion! The singers: Charmari F
teased with ‘I love you', Annabel B lulled with
'Sleep little babe', Amara P soothed with
'Hushabye Mountain', Lulu C treated us to
‘Burn’ from ‘Hamilton’ and Juliet B's 'Wouldn't
it be Loverly' certainly was!
The violinists then put us through the wringer,
Imogen B's Scherzo in C minor by Brahms with
intensity and passion and Elizabeth S’s 3rd
Movement of Faure's Sonata in A had us
holding our breath. Again, marked Scherzo,
this vigorous yet light title belies the fistfuls of
notes demanded by both players! Spellbinding.
Do listen again here.

Politics News
This week in Politics Society, Freya in Year 12 presented a history of the Scottish independence
movement and arguments for and against Scottish independence. At the end of the session, the
group debated whether Scotland should be given independence - it was a lively discussion! In
the end the consensus was that, while it was a laudable idea, there were many concerns with
the practicalities of Scottish independence. Well done, Freya.
Careers News
On Monday 15 November,Years 12 and 13 were privileged to have the opportunity to attend
an interview skills practice event, where they were able to practice important interview skills
with the help of 60 professionals at Channing and another 15 online. The afternoon started
with a talk from Carlos Gomez. He explained the key skills needed to succeed in an interview
and discussed how presentation and personability were just as important as the content you
were discussing, if not more so. After the talk, we then had the opportunity to practice what
we had been taught.
I (Rosie) attended mock medical interviews with parents who had volunteered to help us. For
example, I spoke with one of the interviewers about a medical question regarding ethics. This
interested and challenged me to approach the subject, and questions on it, in a different way.
This opportunity enabled me to practice my presentation and thinking skills, as well as aiding my
overall confidence when it comes to medical interviews.
I (Talia) had 4 interviews with 4 different parents where I was interviewing for the role of
Theatre Assistant (this was one of the three job options we could choose from). I was asked
questions that could and would be asked in most types of interviews such as ‘has there ever
been a point in your life where you have faced a challenge?’ or ‘what does the word team mean
to you?’ in which I was able to answer with personal experiences and after answering these
questions I was given feedback. For example, giving background on a question sets you apart
from others. I also really enjoyed getting to ask the parents what they did and how they found
their way into their current profession.
Overall, I really enjoyed the evening
and I feel incredibly lucky that the
Careers Department created the
event for us and so many parents
and friends of Channing gave up their
time to help us learn essential life
skills. I look forward to using the
skills that I worked on in my
University interview this weekend
and also in the future!

Rosie and Talia,Year 13

Teaching & Learning News - Developing Resilient Learners
Our weekly look at the most up to date educational research that will help students, teachers
and parents understand the attitudes and behaviours of Fearless Learners.
Last week we looked at the importance of helping your child to understand that mistakes are a
central part of learning. This week we delve into how parents can help build resilience in their
children.
You can read a simple summary of the research around student resilience here.

Tip: Resilience is often misunderstood. Parents should explain that feeling vulnerable to stress
and struggling to cope with adversity should not be seen as a sign of weakness. There are three
distinct areas that help children build resilience:
● personal qualities (including optimism, self-confidence, self-talk and focusing on what you
can control)
● a facilitative environment (high levels of challenge and support)
● a challenge mindset (seeing things as a challenge, not a threat)
Thanks to Inner Drive for their support with this initiative. #fearlesslearners

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at Fairseat.
Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing Facebook
Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
To mark Y4's well deserved trip to St Paul's Cathedral this week, we are delighted to share this
fantastic GCSE exam piece from 2020 depicting St Paul's Cathedral.

