Dear Parents

26 November 2021

I spent the first part of this week at the annual Girls’ Schools Association (GSA) Conference in
Manchester, which was a fabulous opportunity to connect with the heads of other girls’ schools
and to discuss together the themes and challenges facing us in education. I have come away with
plenty of food for thought, and enough content for at least three Words from the Head. We
heard fascinating talks about the state of girls’ mental health in 2021, the importance of civil
discourse and the development of inclusive cultures in schools, among others - you have much to
look forward to!
Today I thought I would begin at the beginning as you cannot have failed to see the media
coverage of the opening speech by this year’s GSA President, Sam Price, Headmistress of
Benenden School. Headlines across print and online media included: Adults are wrong to
criticise ‘woke’ children, says Benenden head (The Telegraph); ‘Woke’ sneers could sap young
people’s drive for change, says top headteacher (The Guardian); and my personal favourite, from
the Daily Mail: 'Stop calling my girls snowflakes': Head teacher of £40,000 private school that
counts Princess Anne and Rachel Weisz among its Old Girls defends 'woke' pupils and says older
people should take them seriously.
Her main point was that dismissing students as ‘woke’ risks progress on equality. She suggested
that denigration of this generation by older generations as ‘snowflakes’, or complaints that ‘I can’t
say anything any more’, are just the latest iteration of ‘it’s political correctness gone mad’, a
phrase first used more than 15 years ago (also in the Daily Mail, funnily enough). Given the
strides made to improve equality and inclusivity in society during those 15 years, she argued that
we risk stifling young people’s self-expression and failing to understand what matters to them
while they strive to keep making the world a better place. As she put it, times have changed and
we need to keep up. We need to be more conscious of the words we use and how we talk to
people. Above all, we need to keep trying and be aware that we might sometimes get it wrong.
At Channing we are already doing just that. It means ensuring that our pupils feel heard and
understood, that they are confident to speak up and tell us about the kindness, respect and
inclusivity they want to see in school and across society. However, this also carries a level of
responsibility on their part, especially in being willing and able to hear different views. We know
this is something that teenagers have always struggled with - cue every child-parent argument
ever - and the media are quick to report instances of ‘cancel culture’ and ‘no-platforming’ which
are a toxic flipside to the positive momentum of young people’s desire for change. At the
conference we heard Dr Mike Pence of UCL speak brilliantly on ‘The art of disagreeing well’ and
I look forward to sharing some of his thoughts with you in the next few weeks.

Above all, Sam Price argued, our young people care about causes, care about people, care about
the planet and want to be kind. Those who criticise young people are wrong: we should embrace
who they are, support them to fight for what they believe in in an educated way, and help them
become informed and active listeners. I couldn’t agree more.
Her opening speech was followed by a stunning polemic from journalist, author and presenter
Libby Purves. Her rallying cry - ‘Feminism is not the advance of women, it is the advance of
society’ - was followed by a whirlwind recap of the history of feminism over the last 50 years. In
her view this understanding is vital: she argued that girls must know the history of how women
were treated in the past in order to understand how far they have come and what more still
needs to be done. She pointed out that we teach about the legacy of slavery and empire for
people of colour: now the same should be done for women to understand what they are still
having to combat.
Fundamentally, she argued, society needs women for justice and for social policy. She quoted
Mary Ann Sieghart’s book The Authority Gap , in which the author posits that equal rights law is
not enough to further the advance of feminism. We also need to combat the unconscious bias
which means that women in mixed company are belittled, undermined, talked over and passed
over all the way from the classroom to the boardroom. She underscored the role that girls’
schools have to play in the continued fight for equality, as a space for girls to grow and develop
their voice confidently and of course as a conference for GSA Heads, she was talking to a group
who were entirely supportive of that view. (As an aside I am sure you will be as relieved as I was
to discover that the future of Channing is secure after my Year 7 debating class voted
unanimously against the motion ‘This House would ban single sex schools’ yesterday!) Her talk
included one of the most risqué stories I have ever heard in a public forum (it involved Bill
Clinton and Germaine Greer - I shall say no more) but it also set a tone for the two days which
helped to reinforce the significance of girls’ education in furthering equality and inclusion in
society.
Sarah Austin of the Really Helpful Club gave us further evidence that lack of equality and
unconscious bias is widespread in areas we might not usually consider when she spoke to the
conference on Tuesday. We all know about the gender pay gap (this year Equal Pay Day - the day
that women effectively stop earning for the year because of the gender pay gap - fell on 18
November) but I was horrified to hear the statistic that on average a woman over the age of 65
retires on a pension ⅕ of that of a man. That happens for many reasons, including gaps in
employment for maternity or caring responsibilities, a lifetime of less earnings, or just that they
never really thought about it. There is even a gender pocket money gap.
So the challenge to all of us as GSA heads, and for me as the Headmistress of Channing
specifically, is to ensure that we find ways continuously to reinforce the worth and value of
women in society. The skills often associated with women - collaboration, empathy,
communication, integrity - are desperately needed in all sectors and in our leaders. As one
speaker told us, it should not necessarily come as a surprise that those countries which have
been considered most effective in managing the pandemic - New Zealand, Germany, Iceland,
Taiwan, Finland and Denmark - are all led by women. However this is not to demonise men.
Rather we should talk openly and honestly about our expectations of our treatment by each
other so that our lives, work and society are all partnerships.

You all know how much I value bravery in our students, the importance of which cannot be
overestimated in developing the self-confidence, self-esteem and self-efficacy which will ensure
Channing students leave school ready to take their place as equals in whatever areas of work and
society they choose to enter. I was struck that two speakers, Libby Purves and Alicia Drummond
(more on her talk about mental health another time) both used the same quote from the poem
Invictus by William Ernest Henley to underscore their message. It’s one that I would love our
students to believe too.
I am the master of my fate,
I am the captain of my soul.
With warmest wishes for the weekend,
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead

Year 11 Mock Exams begin
Year 13 Review Week
Monday 29 November 2021
12:30 Year 10 Chemistry Challenge
16:00 Senior Swimming v CLSG, FHNW, FHSW @ CLSG
16:30 Year 13 Drama Extract Technical, AC
Tuesday 20 November 2021
15:30 Year 12 Volunteers - Reading Session at Brookfield Primary School
15:30 Latin Club at Brookfield Primary School
16:30 Football U12AB v SHHS @ Channing (Fairseat)
18:30 Year 13 Drama Extract Performance, AC
Wednesday 1 December 2021
Year 8 Trip - Go Ape at Alexandra Palace
09:30 Year 10 Geography trip to Olympic Park
16:05 Brookfield Primary School - Maths Problem solving Activity
16:05 Brookfield Primary School - Science Club activity
Thursday 2 December 2021
09:30 8ARe Latin Trip to Museum of London
11:35 Year 9 Careers Talk by Michele Frolla
18:30 Digital Awareness Parent Webinar
Friday 3 December 2021
15:25 Music at Teatime, AC

Forthcoming Events
Channing School Carol Concert - Thursday 9 December at 4.30pm
A reminder that attendance at our annual Carol Concert at St Michael’s Church is compulsory
for all Senior School students (except those in Year 11 who have mock exams on Friday 10
December). Please note that due to space restrictions in the church, only a selected group of
guests and Year 13 parents have been invited; no tickets are available for other year groups. We
will be recording the concert.
Digital Safety Webinar - Thursday 2 December at 6.30pm
We all want our children to enjoy using the internet safely.
Throughout this pandemic, we’ve seen all the wonderful benefits
technology has to offer, but with issues such as inappropriate
content, screen dependency and online abuse increasing, it’s never
been more important to support our young people online.
As mentioned at the Welcome Evenings earlier this term, we are
excited to welcome back leading online safety organisation Digital
Awareness UK to deliver an online safety webinar to help our
parents and carers feel empowered when it comes to supporting
their children in their online lives.

The one-hour webinar with Digital Awareness UK co-founder Charlotte Robertson will talk
you through:
1. Major trends in how young people are using apps and games
2. Critical digital issues to be aware of
3. The practical steps you can take to protect your children from online risk and to encourage
happy and healthy tech habits.
Please sign up for the webinar here:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/channing-senior-school-digital-parenting-webinar-registration-189
502606397
If you have any questions about the webinar, please direct them to Mr Grossman
(dgrossman@channing.co.uk), our Assistant Head - Digital Learning and Technology. We look
forward to seeing you there.
Second Hand Uniform Sale - Monday 13 December at 3.30pm
The second hand uniform sale will be on Monday 13 December between 3:30 and 4:30pm in
the Senior School Dining Room. Card payments can be accepted. If anyone has any uniform
they would like to donate which is clean and in good condition, please leave this with Elaine
Ingram in Reception.

Reminders
Photographs
Gillman & Soame took individual portrait photographs in September. If you haven’t already done
so, please order these photographs as soon as possible (by Tuesday 30 November if you would
like them for Christmas). If details have been mislaid, please contact Gillman & Soame directly at
enquiries@gillmanandsoame.co.uk or on 01869 328200 quoting the security password
channing573wpjny2021 and they can assist.
Temporary Extra Curricular Programme for Sport
Due to examinations taking place in the New Sports Hall, there will be a temporary extra
curricular from Monday 29th November to Wednesday 8th December.
Please find it here: Extra Curricular Timetable Exam Period 29_11 - 08_12.pdf .

Girls Enjoying Success
Sports News
U12 English Schools Football Competition
The Under 12 football team travelled away to Capital City Academy in Brent this week in the
second round of the English Schools Football competition. The other team defended well and
the game ended in a 0-0 draw. Extra time was played and with two minutes to go a

well-deserved penalty was awarded to Channing. Eve M dispatched the penalty confidently to
give Channing a 1-0 lead with 2 minutes to play.
The team will now play in Round 3 against Bishop Thomas Grant School. Congratulations to
the team!
Middlesex Round of National Schools Netball competition
The Under 14 Netball team travelled to Lady Eleanor Holles School to play in the Middlesex
Round of the National Schools Netball competition. The team played impressively with wins
over St Paul's Girls School, North London Collegiate and St Benedict’s to secure a place in the
semi final. After a tense, closely fought match against Godolphin and Latymer the team lost
9-12. Congratulations on a brilliant effort and result!
Year 7 Netball
On Monday evening the Year 7 Netball Squad, teams A-F, played an away fixture against South
Hampstead High School. Pupils have been training twice a week throughout the term and it has
been pleasing to see their improved performance. Channing won 3, drew 2 and lost 1 match.
An extra well done to the A team who won 10-1 and C team who won 5-1. Congratulations to
the following pupils for being awarded players of the match: Dasha M, Renata R-A, Matilda S,
Georgia C, Gaby S and Eleanor C.

Geography News
This week the Senior Geography Society was excited to be introduced to the book we will be
reading and discussing over the coming weeks. We have chosen 39 Ways to Save the Planet:
Real World Solutions to Climate Change - And the People Who Are Making Them Happen by
Tom Heap. We look forward to reading about some of the real-world solutions to climate
change that are happening around the world, right now.
Music News - Autumn Concert
What a delight for us all to be able to welcome a capacity audience to the first St Joseph’s
concert in 20 months! The obviously appreciative audience were treated to a long awaited and
much anticipated display from the Music Department. The Concert Orchestra opened with

highlights from Guardians of the Galaxy and judging by the captivated faces of the Year 7s in the
front pew this hit many buttons - really out of this world!
The debut performances of the Year 7 Chorus were the aptly chosen ‘No Matter What’ and
‘Any Dream Will Do’. If this is what this new cohort can muster in just over half a term in
school the future will be a dream. The Cremona Strings delighted with 'Humoresque' by
Dvoȓák. It was particularly pleasing to see so many new recruits in this ensemble. ‘Hushabye
Mountain’ was given a gorgeous and magically calm performance by the Conabor Choir.
The Senior Strings, with soloists Elizabeth S, Kimi C and Emily B positively fizzed and sparkled
with the first movement of Brandenburg Concerto No.4. What a feat to pull this off! Brunner
Show Choir dazzled as ever with Adele: Songs from the Album ‘21’. Miss Zanardo will be
overrun with students clamouring to audition for this Ensemble next term. ‘Run’ showed off the
qualities of the Cantemus Chorus to perfection.
A 'Croatia Corner' provided a delightful snapshot of what was achieved during the recent tour
to Croatia. ‘Royals’, 'Arrival of the Queen of Sheba' and ‘History Repeating' left everyone asking
when, and where, is the next tour! The Symphony Orchestra, with the immensely enjoyable and
approachable, English Folk Song Suite by Vaughan Williams, left all in no doubt that we are back
in business. If you were unable to come to the concert do listen HERE.

Maths News
It's been a big week for the Mathematics Department.
On Monday there was a Hans Woyda Maths competition match against Westminster City
School. Mrs Williams delivered the competition online. Our team of Lauren A (Year 9), Maria
K (Year 11), Anna S (Year 12) and Lidia L (Year 13) played superbly. It was tense at times but

we endured! The team held their nerve and delivered some excellent solutions. They won at
the end, doing well in the Race round getting 27 points against 18. Here is the winning team:

On Wednesday our fabulous team of Sixth Formers were running problem solving with Year 6
students from Brookfields primary school. They played lots of problem solving games and
puzzles which deepened their understanding of Maths and was fun too!

Art News
On Tuesday Year 13 Art students visited the Barbican Centre and the Whitechapel Gallery. At
the Barbican they were able to learn about the sculptural installations of Japanese-American
artist Isamu Noguchi who incorporates both Japanese and Western visual elements in his work.
Students also experienced the sound installation of Shilpa Gupta, a Mumbai based artist whose
work raises urgent questions around censorship and resistance.
At the Whitechapel Gallery students were treated to an array of contemporary ceramics,
including the large scale ceramic installations of Theaster Gates and Simone Fattal.Yoko Ono’s
Mend Piece was a highlight: visitors were invited to take broken fragments of cups and saucers
along with simple materials for repair - scissors, glue, twine and tape. After ‘mending’ the
pieces, students’ contributions were put on display as part of a larger installation.

Year 7 & 8 News
This week Year 7 and 8 were finally united with their big/little siblings and the Year 7 and 8
Officers (Year 13) organised a lovely activity for them, decorating biscuits. There were some
creative designs and then they ate them at the end of the session!

PC Ahmed and PC Hay came to talk to the pupils about theft and the importance of staying safe
online, including creating fake accounts in other pupils' names.Year 7 & 8 fully engaged in the
talk and asked some great questions.

Sixth Form News
Last week, the Sixth Form students were privileged to listen to Alex Ntung, one of the
cofounders of Education4diversity, a charity designed to help celebrate and develop the
potential of our diverse society through education. Born into a family of cattle herders in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, he related his experiences growing up there and touched on
the challenges of being a refugee. He has written a book, Not My Worst Day , about his early
life.
Emmy C (Year 13) writes: On Thursday we were lucky enough to be
visited by Alex Ntung and have the chance to hear his story as an
immigrant after surviving extreme violence and conflict in his home
country of the Democratic Republic of Congo. I found his account of
his experiences powerful, particularly his passion for learning even
whilst enduring the horror of being a child soldier. It can be hard to
imagine, from our positions of privilege, the lengths some must go to
in order to receive an education, but Alex’s story allows one to
acknowledge how lucky we are. Alongside sharing his story, Alex
explored the parallels he has observed between the language used by
various UK new sources in regards to migration and the language he
saw used during the Rwandan genocide, encouraging us to consider
our own internal biases and think critically about the portrayal of
others lived experiences.
Freya C (Year 12) writes: I was thoroughly
engrossed by Alex's talk. His story of his
experiences as a refugee from the Democratic
Republic of Congo was harrowing, especially his
description of what he witnessed after the 1994
genocide in Rwanda. His criticism of the tabloids'
dehumanisation of migrants and discussion of
how immigration links with climate change was
thought-provoking. He was an engaging and
compelling speaker, and I only wish we had more
time to listen to what he had to say.

Teaching & Learning News - Growth Mindsets
Our weekly look at the most up to date educational research that will help students, teachers
and parents understand the attitudes and behaviours of Fearless Learners.
There have been many studies about the impact of having a growth mindset. You can read a
simple summary of some of that research here.

Tip: Growth mindset is all about the belief that someone can learn and improve. Parents can
support growth mindsets by focusing their praise on their children's efforts and the strategies
they use. By doing this we give our children the template of behaviours that they can follow
next time.
Thanks to Inner Drive for their support with this initiative. #fearlesslearners

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at Fairseat.
Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing Facebook
Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
As we approach that special time of year we would like to bring you some festive joy from the
school archives, a short poem from the tenth issue of the Channing House Magazine, published
in July 1921.

