Dear Parents
Part of our school’s mission is to inspire the girls to develop altruism which is particularly important at this
time of year as many vulnerable and disadvantaged children living in London are not as lucky as them and
do not receive lots of gifts for Christmas and/or Chanukah. For the 800,000 children living in poverty in
London, the festive season can be exceptionally challenging. Whilst most families overindulge in festivities,
thousands of young Londoners experience heightened anxiety, neglect, and isolation during the holiday.
Once again this year, we supported the Metropolitan Police Christmas
Tree Appeal . The girls helped their Form Teachers and teaching
assistant/s choose a gift for either a boy, or girl aged 0-18 years in foster
care, living in a residential care home, living in a refuge and/or from a
very low-income family. This is in lieu of teachers and teaching assistants
giving gifts to the girls on their last day of term.
Today, we warmly welcomed PC Saddle and PC Terry to our assembly. They
spoke to us about the laudable appeal and how grateful the children are to
receive our gifts. We all felt humbled that the gifts we donate may be the only
ones these children receive. The policewomen thanked us for our generosity and
commitment to this appeal over the years.
We have been incredibly fortunate to have been able to continue with our many
festive activities, albeit with Covid protocols in place. The girls enjoyed their
Christmas Lunch wearing Christmas jumpers and
accessories, Father Christmas’ visit, ‘Save the Children’
Christmas Jumper Day, the Christmas Celebration and
the Early Years & Key Stage 1 play ‘Christmas Stars’.
Thank you to the Catering Team, Secret Santa, Miss
Pepper, Miss Conway, Mrs Marley and all of the staff for
making these events happen. And thank you for your donations for ‘Save the
Children’ Christmas Jumper Day; we raised £430.76. I would also like to take
this opportunity to thank you for your good wishes and generous gifts.
Staff News

Many congratulations to Mrs Broughton-Williams and Mr Broughton who welcomed
their baby Penelope Ivy Pyllis (weighing 7lb 2oz) into the world on 9 December. Both
mummy and baby are doing well!
Congratulations to Ms Jimenez on becoming our permanent MFL (Modern Foreign
Language) Coordinator. I am looking forward to seeing how she continues to develop
our MFL provision. Next term, we welcome Mr Headley (who visited us last week for
a handover with Miss Pepper) as our Music Teacher who will be working alongside
Mrs Marley. Ms Monro, our permanent Head of Music, will be joining us in May from
Dulwich College Prep, Singapore. She is visiting us this week for a handover.

Covid Protocols & Planning
Please note that the government guidance specifies that children in primary schools do not need to wear
masks, so we do not expect the girls to bring these into school.
To ensure the girls have the necessary resources at home to continue their quality education through
Virtual School (in the event that they need to self-isolate in the new year), Form Teachers will be sending
them home with the following materials before the girls are dismissed for the holidays this Wednesday :
In EY & KS1:
● 2 - 3 school loaned reading books
● Inspire Maths pupil workbook (Year 1 & Year 2)
● ReadWriteInc Spelling workbook (Year 2)
In KS2:
● A loaned, numbered copy of the current/ next term’s class reader
● ReadWriteInc Spelling workbook
● Inspire Maths pupil workbook
● Schofield & Sims mental mathematics pupil workbook

Please note, that the girls should not complete work in these books without teacher instructions.
Channing Chatter
I'm pleased to reveal the first edition of the Channing Chatter! Please click here to read the
fabulous articles that the girls in Newspaper Club have written about this term's events.
Under Miss Newell’s guidance, our resident journalists have worked very hard and I hope
you enjoy reading their work.
Growth Mindset Webinar
On Wednesday 5 January we are hosting a Growth Mindset webinar for parents and carers, in partnership
with Inner Drive. The theme of the webinar is ‘’Fearless Learners & Growth Mindset: Supporting your child
through the Science of Learning.’’
We are providing 3 sessions aimed at different Key Stages:
● Session 1 (5 - 6 pm) Key Stage 1 - 2 (Years 1 - 6)
● Session 2 (6 - 7 pm) Key Stage 3 (Years 7 - 9)
● Session 3 (7 - 8 pm) Key Stage 4 - 5 (Years 10 - 13)
The areas covered will be age specific and will include:
● What is a growth mindset?
● How it helps children to learn better
● The role of effort
● The use of feedback
● A different view of setbacks
● Risk and learning
● Practical tips to encourage a growth mindset in children.
These webinars are free and will be invaluable in helping you support your daughter(s). Please sign up via
this link. We will send you the details of how to access the webinar after the holidays.
If you have any questions about the webinar, please direct them to or Miss McGinnety, Director of Studies,
at the Junior School: rmcginnety@channing.co.uk or Mr Boardman, Assistant Head (Teaching and Learning)
at the Senior School: aboardman@channing.co.uk.
Birds & Owls Birds & Owls
Please find below separate sign up forms for Early Birds, Mini Owls and Late Owls.You
must sign up in advance for the entire half term.

Early Birds (Before School): Early Birds
The girls can be dropped off at the office door between 7.30am and 7.55am. Girls will then make their way
down to Fairseat Hall; staff will be available to help the younger girls. They will be given a healthy breakfast and
there are a choice of activities. The girls will stay until their class entry time. There is no charge for this.
Mini Owls (After School): Mini Owls
This runs from 3.05pm-3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays). The girls will be taken by their Form Teacher after their
pick up time. Parents will only be able to collect their daughters from Mini Owls at 3.50pm (3.30pm on a
Friday) at the main gate, unless they are attending Late Owls. There is no charge for this.
Late Owls (After School): Late Owls
This runs from 3.50pm - 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). From 4.30 - 5.15pm (3.30 - 4.15pm Fridays), there will
be a structured activity for the girls and they will be offered a snack of soup or a sandwich. They can be picked
up either before 4.30pm (3.30pm on Fridays) or after 5.30pm (4.30pm on Fridays).You will need to collect
your daughter from Fairseat Hall. Normal charges apply.
#MusicMatters
Please ensure that your daughter's instrument(s) are taken home before the end of term.
A polite reminder that due to Miss Pepper's retirement at the end of this term, any
queries of a musical nature should be directed in the first instance to
juniormusic@channing.co.uk.
Spotlight on Sport
After a successful Autumn Term, we have put together a video to celebrate the return of House
Competitions, fixtures and tournaments.You can view this film here.

'Young Art' competition
The girls are invited to enter the prestigious Young Art competition for a chance to
exhibit their work at the Royal College of Art in April. They can enter an A4-sized
painting, drawing or print based on this year's theme 'Looking Out'. Entry for the
competition costs £2 per pupil (maximum of one entry per pupil) and proceeds go
to a specific research project into childhood cancers at UCL Great Ormond Street. All artwork must be
brought into school by Wednesday 19 January. Entries should have the artist’s name, age, year group and
school clearly displayed in block capitals on the back. It is also a good idea to add a sentence of explanation
about what is depicted overleaf. Girls from the Junior School have had success in this competition in
previous years, so we cannot wait to see what our pupils can produce this time around. Good luck!
Forest School for Reception
The girls in Reception will participate in weekly Forest School sessions next term in our dedicated area.
Originating in Scandinavia, Forest School is a way of learning in a woodland environment where children can
develop socially, emotionally, physically and spiritually through child-led activities, following individual and
preferred learning styles. As the girls will be outdoors in all weathers - rain, hail or shine - we need to
ensure they are appropriately dressed. Layers are great for keeping warm under waterproofs. All clothing
should be clearly named and brought to school in a named backpack. Please provide an extra named plastic
bag inside for wet waterproofs. To prepare for next term, please see the list of items required below:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Waterproof jacket and waterproof trousers (separates are easier for getting dressed independently)
Named wellies (these will be kept at school)
Long sleeved top
Sweater/ hoodie
Leggings or tracksuit bottoms
Warm socks

Additional items:
• A fleece/ warm hoodie
• A thermal base layer, e.g. Merino wool
• Hat and scarf
• Gloves (preferably waterproof, not mittens)
• Fleece lined wellies or snow boots for the colder months
Items can all be ordered from a variety of online shops, including Mountain Warehouse, H&M and
www.muddyfaces.co.uk
Channing Association News
It's been amazing to be able to run a full set of events and activities again this term, with a
2nd-hand uniform sale, CA Fireworks, puddings, seasonal cards, Winter Bazaar - and last
week's Panto & Father Christmas presents to round off the term. Thank you for all your
support!
Charity Fundraising
This term's CA activities raised a total of £3,048 for charity: £1,655 for Macmillan Cancer Care (from the
2nd-hand sale) and £1,393 for Crisis at Christmas (£519 from Seasonal Cards, £509 from Bazaar Raffle ,
£365 from the Year 6 Bits & Bobs sale). Thank you for taking part and raising these much-needed funds!
Save the Date: Next Term's CA Events
● Saturday 26 February, 5-7pm : Ice Skating in Alexandra Palace (exclusive use by Channing families)
● Wednesday 9 March, 7:15pm : CA Parents' Quiz Night
Online Uniform Sale
The CA will also hold an online second-hand uniform sale in January 2022 for Winter and Summer uniform,
PE kit and "themed day" costumes. More details will be provided in January on when and how to order.
Uniform Donations
If your daughter(s) have any Winter or Summer uniform, PE kit or themed day costumes they have
outgrown, please bring donations to school between Friday 7 and Friday 14 January and leave them in the
donation bins outside by the Office.
For themed day costumes, donations of Aztec, Tudor, Viking,Victorian, WW2 and Astronaut/Alien
costumes would be particularly welcome, as relevant themed days are coming up in the next two terms
(Rec: Astronauts/Alien and Y5:Victorian in Spring Term;Y3:Vikings in Summer Term;Y4: Aztecs in Spring
Term, Tudors in Summer Term;Y6: WW2 in Spring Term).
Mr Fellows would also welcome donations of old style black PE hoodies for his after-school club next term
where these hoodies will be repurposed with sewn-on decorations. Please ask your daughter(s) to take
these down to the Art and DT Room to give them to Mr Fellows.
Girls Enjoying Success
Matilda Sharpe: ‘Never forget, life expects much of you and me’.
● Well done to Rita K-C (4N) for winning a gold medal in the London Rhythmic
Gymnastics Competition.
● Well done to Libby W (3C) for achieving the British Gymnastics Proficiency Award
Level 2.
● Well done to Iris M (4R) who received a Merit for her Piano Grade 3 Exam.

Girls Enjoying Success Awards
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Flo M (1A) for always trying her best in her learning and being a kind friend.
Melissa C (1A) for sharing creative ideas for our polar bear story and writing a beautiful story.
Mia M (1A) for her super contributions on the carpet and always trying her best.
Sofia W (1A) for always being a kind friend and helping hand.
Lexi G (1A) for always trying her best and working independently! Amazingly done Lexi!
Thea E (1A) for trying her best in her learning and persevering when she finds something tricky.
Eisha P (1A) for being an exceptional role model for Channing behaviour.
Andrea A (1P) for stepping in at the last minute to play Mary in the Nativity.
Connie G (3C) for describing Rosie the Raindrop's journey so beautifully.
Valentina P-C (3C) for describing Rosie the Raindrop's journey so clearly.
Clara C (3F) for writing a creative snowman adventure.
Ella G (3F) for using creative vocabulary in her snowman story.
Yana C (3F) for participating enthusiastically in mental maths challenges.
Annabel D (3F) for participating enthusiastically in mental maths challenges.
Marni S (5M) for creating and sharing an informative digital presentation about Hannukah to her
classmates
Lilah R (5M) for creating and sharing an informative digital presentation about Hannukah to her
classmates
Ahana S (5M) for her detailed digital design of a Christmas card, using careful mouse-control and a
variety of design application techniques.
Isabel M (5M) for her detailed digital design of a Christmas card, using careful mouse-control and a
variety of design application techniques.
Silvia OM (5M) for her creative non-chronological report about Santa's workshop, confidently using
organisational devices, a formal tone and technical language.
Nicki S (5M) for her creative non-chronological report about Santa's workshop, confidently using
organisational devices, a formal tone and technical language.
Emilia S (5M) for her creative non-chronological report about Santa's workshop, confidently using
organisational devices, a formal tone and technical language.
Roop N (5M) for her creative non-chronological report about Santa's workshop, confidently using
organisational devices, a formal tone and technical language.
Zuri S (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination, using bar modelling in her Mathematics
work.
Emilia M (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination, using bar modelling in her Mathematics
work.
Thea I (5M) for writing a fantastic, descriptive and emotive chapter based on our class reader, 'Street
Child.'
Angelica E (5M) for writing a fantastic, descriptive and emotive chapter based on our class reader,
'Street Child.'
Iris F (5M) for writing a fantastic, descriptive and emotive chapter based on our class reader, 'Street
Child.'
Florence J (5M) for her focus, perseverance and determination, using bar modelling in her
Mathematics work.

● Radhika S (5M) for writing a fantastic, descriptive and emotive chapter based on our class reader,
'Street Child.'
● Amandine C-Y (5S) for achieving a very pleasing result in her Youth Chinese Test (YCT) Level 2.
● Maya N (6E) for an excellent diary entry, using an informal and humorous tone.
● Maria P (6E) for a fun and interactive Ancient Greece quiz.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
To everyone who celebrates, wishing you a Merry Christmas! I look forward to seeing you all in the new
year!
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

DATES
December
Monday

13

EY & KS1 Christmas Stars Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (11:30am-12:15pm)
EY & KS1 Christmas Stars, Arundel Centre (2.00pm):Y2, 1P and RM
performance
RM & 1P to be dismissed from the Arundel Centre,Year 2 from school

Tuesday

14

EY & KS1 Christmas Stars Dress Rehearsal, Arundel Centre (10.45am-11.30am)
EY & KS1 Christmas Stars, Arundel Centre (2.00pm):Y2, 1A and RS
performance
RS & 1A to be dismissed from the Arundel Centre,Year 2 from school

Tuesday

14

Christmas Carols in Courtyard - 8am

Wednesday

15

Term Ends
11.45am: Reception (main gate)
11.55am:Year 1 (side gate)
Year 2 (main gate)
12.05pm:Year 3 (side gate)
Year 4 (main gate)
12.15pm:Year 5 (side gate)
Year 6 (main gate)

Thurs - Weds

16 - 5

Holidays
January

Wednesday

5

Staff INSET day
Fearless Learners & Growth Mindset Parent Session + Q&A: Supporting your
child through the Science of Learning (5:00pm - 5:55pm via GoogleMeet): Sign up
using this link

Thursday

6

Term Begins (Y1 - Y6)

Thurs/Fri

6-7

Monday

10

Mon/Tues

10 - 11

Wednesday

12

Term Begins (Reception)

Friday

14

CA Meeting (8:30am in Drama Studio)

Tues - Weds

18 - 19

4+ Assessments (2nd Round)

Mon - Fri

24 - 28

Y3 Swimming

Friday

28

4+ Assessments (1st Round)
CLUBS BEGIN
4+ Assessments (1st Round)

Y6 Royal Shakespeare Company Workshop

