15 December 2021
Dear Parents
Today sees the culmination of our Christmas celebrations and a long-awaited end of term.
When I was appointed as Headmistress in 2019 everybody told me about ‘Channing Christmas’
and I realise now exactly what they meant - it is unlike anything I have experienced in any other
school! From last Thursday’s Carol Concert, to Christmas Classroom on Monday afternoon,
the Brass Band’s lunchtime playing yesterday and the staff pantomime today, the atmosphere and
enthusiasm for these celebrations is quite remarkable. What makes it all the more special is
thinking back to this time last year when I skipped out alone in the Arundel Centre at the end
of Mark Reading, having sent everyone home two days earlier with the second wave of Covid
hitting London. While we wait to see what the holidays will hold on that front, I am delighted
that we have made it to the end of term together.
And yet, although we are a Unitarian school, we are a community of all faiths and none. As I
asked in Mark Reading this morning, why do we care so much about Christmas? In today's
world we have become a secular society, meaning that religion is often not at the forefront of
our daily lives. Why do we celebrate Christmas if some of our community aren't religious at
all? I reminded everyone that while we might think that Christmas is a Christian holiday, this is
not entirely true. The origins of Christmas go back to Pagan traditions, and Christians adopted
the celebration of Christmas on 25 December because it coincided with existing Pagan
festivities. The Romans also celebrated the holiday of Saturnalia, which was a week-long
celebration from 17 - 25 December. Of course, over time the Pagan roots have died off and
Christmas has been celebrated by Christians with large parties every December (apart for a
brief period in the 1600s when these celebrations displeased the Puritans and they abolished
the marking of Christmas!).
Fast forward to now and Christmas has become the biggest commercial holiday in the world.
Being a consumer society today, it can seem like presents and gift-giving are the only things we
care about any more. So while the birth of Christ is not the biggest part of Christmas any
more and for many of us it doesn’t feature at all, there will be plenty of people - Channing
families included - celebrating Christmas this year nonetheless. And that’s because there are
things that are just as important, if not more important than the religious message, during the
holiday season. We heard some great arguments on both sides this morning when the Year 13s
debated the motion ‘This House wishes it could be Christmas every day’, with the proposition
making the point that it’s the spirit of Christmas that matters more than anything else. While
the opposition made some convincing points about the potential damage to the environment
from too many Christmas dinners and all that wrapping paper being used, not to mention the
possible effect on Mr and Mrs Claus’s marriage, the proposition’s fervour for the joy of all things
Christmas proved to be more compelling and they took the debate.

Of these, I suggested in Mark Reading, being with friends and family is the biggest one. The
thing we have celebrated most by celebrating Christmas together over the last week is the
community of Channing. I know that for many of us during this holiday, we look forward to
being surrounded by the people we love and who we have missed seeing over the last two
years. This togetherness has such a positive impact on our own spirit during Christmas time
and that is what Christmas means to most people: getting to spend time with the people we
love. Christmas brings people together, whether it’s for a religious reason or not. This is the
time of giving and receiving and, at school as much as at home, it’s even better if it's with love
and happiness rather than (or as well as!) presents.
Because some of us don’t celebrate Christmas as a religious holiday, but still observe many of
the cultural attributes such as having a tree, seeing family and friends, and giving and receiving
presents, that level of anticipation and excitement has been ramping up at school and once we
break up, we know there are just days to wait for it all to happen. As I said to the school this
morning - don’t forget to pace yourselves! It’s not unusual to find yourself underwhelmed or
disappointed when you get to the day itself. I shared this poem by Elizabeth Jennings:
Afterthought
For weeks before it comes I feel excited, yet when it
At last arrives, things all go wrong:
My thoughts don't seem to fit.
I've planned what I'll give everyone and what they'll give to me,
and then on Christmas morning all
The presents seem to be
Useless and tarnished. I have dreamt that everything would come
To life—presents and people too.
Instead of that, I'm dumb.
And people say. 'How horrid! What a sulky little boy!'
And they are right. I can't seem pleased.
The lovely shining toy
I wanted so much when I saw it in a magazine
Seems pointless now. And Christmas too
No longer seems to mean
The hush, the star, the baby, people being kind again.
The bells are rung, sledges are drawn.
And peace on earth for men.
I suggested that we should not invest ourselves too much in material things and rather focus on
the meaning that we can all give to this time of year, whatever our faith or creed - that we
spend time giving and receiving love, kindness and friendship with those we care about.

Sadly the end of term marks the end of their Channing careers for some members of staff,
whose kindness and friendship have added so much to our community. Mr Peter Williams, the
Schoolbase Manager, leaves us and we wish him well in his new life in the Philippines.
We are very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Auriel Bull, Careers Coordinator, who joined Channing
as a member of staff two years ago but brought with her a deep relationship with the school
which first started in 1997 when her daughters, Emily and Katie, began at the Junior School.
Mrs Bull served as Chair of the Channing Association in both the Junior and the Senior School.
She has made a huge impact on every pupil in the Senior School through her excellent
organisation of multiple careers events for every year group from Year 7 through to Year 13,
often featuring members of the Bull family! She has been a wonderful, positive colleague, full of
ideas and enthusiasm. Her legacy will be evident in items like Careerflix (a collection of careers
talk videos) which students will be using for many years to come. Mrs Bull leaves with our very
best wishes for her future plans: she is currently writing a novel and we hope to welcome her
back for an author talk in the not too distant future.
We also bid farewell to Mr Martin Smith, who has just been with us for one term as a part-time
teacher of Economics. A former Head of the Department at Harrow, Mr Smith is immensely
knowledgeable and he will be sorely missed: he has been a great asset to the department. In his
short association with the school he has immersed himself in the Channing community - even
recruiting his daughter to give a talk to our Sixth Form Politics students - and we are glad that
Channing will now also be part of his long teaching career. We wish him a very happy
retirement.
Miss Cassie Evans leaves Channing’s PE department this Christmas after two and a half years in
post. Miss Evans is a wonderful teacher and colleague: organised, efficient, effervescent and
aspirational. During her time she has supported her colleagues with impromptu IT lessons and
Joe Wicks-style fitness sessions, taking everything that the challenges of lockdowns could throw
at the PE department. Most importantly, she has inspired a love of sport and fitness in students
of all ages and abilities. Her warmth and generosity of spirit are always evident and we are truly
going to miss her. We wish Miss Evans the very best in her relocation to Exeter, her new post
there and her forthcoming wedding at Easter.
Today marks the end of an era for the Music department and for Channing School, with the
retirement of Miss Marisa Pepper. In her 24 years at the school she has had an enormous
impact on all our musicians, but Miss Pepper is so much more than a music teacher. Not only
has she presided over the transformation of music provision at the Junior School over the past
24 years to a department that is held up as a shining example in North London but she has
done so whilst steering the provision of string playing throughout the school to the great
examples we have enjoyed this term in Croatia, at the Autumn Concert and just last Friday at
Music at Lunchtime. Miss Pepper has been instrumental in the success of music on both sides of
the road - her dedication and unwavering commitment, her incredible organisational skills and
her warmth, kindness and genuine love for colleagues and pupils will be so very much missed.
For much of her time in post she was also a parent to two daughters who went from Reception
to Year 13. We wish her and David a very happy retirement and lots more quality time with
their gorgeous granddaughter. I expect her back on the gate as a grandparent in 4 years’ time!

And finally - last but by no means least, we have to say goodbye to Mr Drew Underwood, our
extraordinary Deputy Head. Even in just the short time I have known him, I have learned what
a kind, thoughtful, intelligent and humorous man he is. Mr Underwood epitomises everything I
think is wonderful about Channing and I’m just sorry I have missed some of the highlights of his
Channing career, including the day he came to school wearing school uniform! Since his arrival
in April 2011 he has been exceptional in his role, which are really many roles in one - and
which has included a term as Acting Head in the summer of 2019. Hundreds of students (and
parents) have benefited from his care and attention when they have been finding things tough,
and numerous students have enjoyed his engaging and erudite Latin and Philosophy lessons and
Enrichment classes. Above all, Mr Underwood takes an interest in everyone and I know
students are often surprised to discover that he knows about them and their lives when he
stops to chat with them at break and lunch. The contribution he has made to Channing is not
only far reaching and long-lasting, but also profound; particularly with his leadership of our
Diversity, Equality and Inclusion work, bringing it to the forefront of school life so that, quite
rightly, it informs everything that we as a school do. Mr Underwood, e veryone at Channing
owes you a debt of gratitude and we wish you every happiness in the next chapter of your life
beyond Channing.
On that note, I wish all of you a very happy holiday indeed. I hope that you are able to make
the most of your break and I look forward to seeing you all back in school in the New Year.
Bring on 2022!
With warmest wishes,
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead
Wednesday 5 January 2022
Staff INSET day
Thursday 6 January 2022
Term Begins: Lateral Flow Testing,Years 10 - 13
No school for Years 7-9
Friday 7 January 2022
Term Begins: Lateral Flow Testing,Years 7 - 9
Normal timetable for Years 10-13

Message from Mr Underwood
Dear Parents and Guardians
This is just a short message to say a huge 'Thank you' for the many cards, gifts and messages
over the past few weeks. I have been really touched. I was also very moved by the generous gift
from the Channing Association which I know many of you contributed to. Thank you again.
It has been an honour and a privilege to work at Channing during the past decade or so and the
school and the Channing community will always have a very special place in my heart.
With all best wishes
Drew Underwood

Forthcoming Events
The Sound of Music
The link is now live to book tickets for 'The Sound of Music'
taking place in 2022.You can book via the QR code on the
SOM Invitation.pdf or on the school website.
attached poster
We look forward to seeing you in the New Year, for the long
awaited performance of a musical in the Arundel Centre!

Reminders
Covid
We have been asked by the DfE to remind you that children aged
12 and above can now have their 2nd dose of the Covid vaccine
12 weeks after their first. The first dose was given at Channing on
7 October, which means that the 2nd dose can be given after 30
December.You are able to book this yourself through the NHS
booking system. We have been told that we will be hosting another vaccination session at

Channing in the next half term, but will not be given any further details about this until January.
We will of course let you know as soon as we know.
If your child has not had their 1st dose, you can book it for them through the same NHS
booking system.
School Magazine
In line with our commitment to improve the School’s environmental sustainability and reduce
the total amount of printing that we are doing, we are making some incremental changes to the
ways in which we produce and distribute a range of School literature and publications. To this
end, future editions of the Channing School Magazine will be produced and distributed digitally.
We are aware, however, that a number of families enjoy receiving physical copies of the
magazine and some have kept every edition since their daughter(s) joined the School! To avoid
printing copies that will ultimately go to waste, we are asking that families request a hard copy
by midday on Friday 14 January 2022 – all members of the School community will receive a
digital edition in January. To order a printed copy of the school magazine 2020-21, please click
here.
The Spring Term Extra & Co-Curricular Timetable
Please see below the Spring Terms Extra & Co-curricular timetable which can also be accessed
via the school website.
CO-CURRICULAR & EXTRACURRICULAR SPRING TERM 2022 TIMETABLE - Full Time…
Chatting with Channing
In the latest episode of our podcast, Chatting with Channing, we’re
speaking to Charity Officers, Eliza and Hannah.
They’ll talk us through what the role of Charity Officer entails, about
CAMFED (the charity Channing is supporting this year), why charity is
so important at Channing School and what other support they provide
at the school.
But we’ll also get to hear about the upcoming events they have
planned, as well as some advice Eliza and Hannah would give to
younger pupils interested in charity work.
Listen here and subscribe here: https://channing.buzzsprout.com/

Girls Enjoying Success
Congratulations to Tabitha W,Year 8 who received a merit in her grade 5 piano exam. Well
done, Tabitha!
Well done to Sophia T,Year 10, who passed her Grade 3 Cello exam with merit.
Congratulations, Sophia!

My Time at Channing
Hello, I am Lilli and I am from Hamburg. I have been studying abroad here in London since
September, so for 4 months.
The fact that I am at Channing was actually a coincidence, but I am really happy. The people at
Channing, both teachers and students, all made me feel very welcome. Miss Zanardo, the Head
of Year 11, was my contact person and was always open for conversations. The pupils in Year 11
were all lovely to me since the first day and I felt really comfortable. Over the 4 months I’ve
made a lot of friends with whom I am definitely going to stay in touch.
It was the best decision of my life to come to London and I would definitely recommend it, if
you are considering doing it. My main reason to do this was to improve my English but I learned
so much more. I am now familiar with the English school system which is quite different from
Germany. I had to wear a uniform, experienced a girls only school and some other things are
really different.
The experience of living in a different country than your family seems maybe a bit scary but it's
not. I missed my family of course, but I met so many nice people that made London my second
home. I got to know some English traditions, especially around Christmas time which is really
special at Channing like the Christmas classroom.
Lilli,Year 11
GCHQ Christmas Challenge
The UK’s intelligence, security and cyber agency, GCHQ, has released this year’s official
Christmas card. Each year the card contains a Christmas brainteaser, only this time there’s a
twist as the seven fiendish puzzles have been specially designed for 11 to 18-year-olds.
The agency, which works to keep the country safe, is encouraging schools and colleges up and
down the country to take part in the GCHQ Christmas Challenge. T he aim is to persuade
more young people to take an interest in STEM subjects and consider future careers in the
intelligence services.
Young people who enjoy the Christmas Card puzzles and are interested in developing their
cyber skills are encouraged to take part in the National Cyber Security Centre’s CyberFirst
activities or there are more puzzles on the GCHQ website.
European Parliament Ambassador School
As Year 10 Junior Ambassadors, we had the
opportunity to listen to the Sakharov Debate on
intergenerational equality last week with a panel
of prestigious speakers including an MEP and
two university professors. The talk highlighted
life before the pandemic in comparison to now:
it’s about opportunities eg: climate, inequality
between communities, digital future, gender

discrimination. Intergenerational equality is also about fairness and justice between generations,
whether that is the difference in standard of living, job opportunities, employment, education,
housing and mental health. We learnt that there is a huge gap between different generations and
how fairly they can access different aspects.
Current problems discussed included the social care of elderly and young people’s schooling;
disadvantaged families are struggling much more, younger people are having to worry about
being evicted and are suffering financially because industries do not offer younger people many
job opportunities anymore and the impact of the pandemic on mental health has been hard to
reverse. The speakers felt that the youth and the elderly are being left behind.
Young people struggle to gain support because Governments are more likely to support those
who vote: more than 75% of young people were learning less during Covid and less than 1% of
people in power targeted youth and tried to help. This is ironic as young people are suffering
from the mistakes of previous generations - existing generations have created issues such as
climate change. We were pleased when our question was featured: we asked the speakers if a
possible solution to this would be to have a referendum including 16 & 17 year olds on whether
16 & 17 year olds should have the right to vote. The panel agreed unanimously with our
suggestion!
Madeleine and Carolina,Year 10

EPAS Euroscola Event
On Friday 10th December our EPAS senior ambassadors took part in a live Euroscola event run
by the European Parliament. We joined 77 schools and more than 2000 students across a host
of countries speaking 24 different languages to play the part of MEPs and discuss our vision for
the digital age. Students were welcomed by the President, David Maria Sassoli, who spoke of
young people taking centre stage in strengthening and unifying Europe and welcomed the
opportunity to hear their questions and constructive criticism about the future of the internet
and European democracy. Out of so many schools, we were lucky to be chosen to ask a
question live which was very exciting for all of us in the room!
"On Friday, we participated in Euroscola, an event hosted online by the European Parliament for
schools across Europe. As well as being informative, this event really fostered a sense of
togetherness, as we participated alongside schools from France to Poland. We learnt about the
functioning of the European Parliament and its laws, and then we got to pose our questions
directly to the Vice President of the European Parliament, Nicola Beer. We had the opportunity
to hear questions from students all across Europe and found the answers very interesting and

informative. Our question was about the effects of disinformation on society and we found the
Vice President’s answer fascinating."
Gabby D-K & Emily M,Year 12

Psychology News
On Monday, Dr Guy Sutton, Neuroscientist and a Psychiatry Professor at the University of
Nottingham Medical School, conducted a successful workshop at Channing. He touched upon
the history and assessment of mental illnesses, differing aspects of the brain and a live brain
dissection for Year 12 and 13 Psychology and Biology students. Students from a local school
were also invited to take part in this wonderful opportunity as part of the school’s outreach
programme.
Dr Sutton delivered an exceptional lecture in the evening entitled 'The Present and Future of
the Brain’ which explored some recent developments in neuroscience, together with emerging
technologies such as the 'cerebral organoid' - growing human brain in a Petri dish - and the
brain computer interface.
Parents or pupils who attended the lecture and would like a copy of the PDF Tutorial pack from
Dr Sutton are encouraged to email Ms Rehmat, Acting Head of Psychology on
nrehmat@channing.co.uk.

Maths News
The Senior Mathematical Challenge was taken by Years 12 and 13 and the top set in Year 11. It
is a challenging and enjoyable set of questions to complete in 90 minutes. The results arrived
last week and we were very proud with the number of Channing students achieving certificates.
We had a huge number of 31 Bronze Certificates, 11 Silver and 1 Gold Certificate - a bumper
year for our students! The Gold and Silver Certificates will be given out in Mark Reading.
Special congratulations to:
Best in Year 11: Grace N
Best in Year 12 and Best in School: Anna S and Kangaroo Qualifier
Best in Year 13: Stella H
Music News
Many congratulations to all our candidates at the Junior and the Senior Schools who took
ABRSM examinations last week. We are delighted that everybody passed and many with merit
or distinction. Particular highlights are Anna W’s (Y12) distinction for grade VIII oboe, Eve C
(Y9) merit for grade VI double bass and Eliana P (Y6) merit for grade V trumpet. Certificates
and mark sheets will be awarded next term.
Well done to all our musicians!

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at the Junior
School. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing
Facebook Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
As we come ever closer to Christmas we
would like to share another beautifully
crafted piece of needlework from the
Channing archives (circa. 1960s). This piece
depicts the Second Day of Christmas - Two
Turtle Doves, to add to the Christmas
spirit!
Wishing you and of your loved ones a
wonderful festive period.

