Dear Parents
It has been lovely to see the Y1 - Y6 girls back in school. I look forward to welcoming the Reception girls
back on Wednesday and us having our first assembly of the term. My theme will be ‘ Crossing the Bridge.’ To
begin with, I am going to ask for a few volunteers to help me; it makes me smile and it is always tricky to
choose as soon as I ask, nearly every girl in the school’s hand goes up. The selected girls are going to walk
along an upside down bench and try to keep their balance; whilst the rest of the school is going to carefully
watch and see how they do this, for example, by putting their arms out, by walking slowly or quickly and/or
by looking ahead.
We are then going to look at a selection of photos of bridges; some are famous and some are known for
their beautiful design: Tower Bridge in London, Infinity Bridge in Stockton, Moon Bridge in Taiwan and
Puente Nuevo Bridge in Spain.

We will then look at other more unusual bridges and discuss how we would feel walking across them: Pont
de Singe Bridge in Tatton Park, Zhangjiajie Bridge in China, Hussaini Hanging Bridge in Pakistan and
Capilano Suspension Bridge in Canada.

These photos will help me to illustrate the concept that at the start of a new year, there will be many
opportunities and challenges ahead of us. Just like the bridges in the pictures, some opportunities seem
very inviting and exciting; we can set off towards them with confidence. However, some bridges leave us
feeling a bit frightened and unsure. Nevertheless, no matter how we feel, ‘crossing the bridge’ is essential if
we want to move to the other side and experience all the things that are in store for us there. I will
encourage all of the girls to turn this year’s challenges into opportunities!
Brew Monday
‘We say it's time to stop this myth about Monday being 'blue' and instead start a conversation
over a brew!’
On Monday 17 January, the staff will be taking part in Brew Monday, an initiative created by
Samaritans, which encourages us to have a cuppa and catch-up with others. On Tuesday 18
January, we will be extending Brew Monday to our House Buddy Form Time, where the girls
will have hot chocolate and a natter with their buddy. The girls will learn more about this at
next week’s assembly. For this special treat, please can your daughter bring a mug of her choice
to school on Tuesday 18 January.

Curriculum Newsletters, Information for Parents & Recommended Reading Lists
The Spring Term Curriculum Newsletters for each year group as well as the Information for Parents
documents (shared in the Autumn Term) have been shared on the Year group Firefly pages to view and
download; please log in to Firefly using your daughter’s account details:
Early Years

Reception

Key Stage 1

Year 1
Year 2

Key Stage 2

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Recommended Reading Lists for each year group are available to view and download from Firefly. Please
remember you can contact the teachers directly if you have any questions or in fact, ask them at the gate
when you drop off or collect your daughter(s).
Curriculum News - Philosophy for Children (P4C)
After half-term, we will be introducing Philosophy for Children (P4C) into the
curriculum from Reception - Year 6. P4C is an approach to teaching and learning, in
which children take part in philosophical inquiry. It enhances thinking and
communication skills, boosts confidence and self-esteem, and improves behaviour,
well-being and academic attainment. Your daughters will be supported to think more
deeply and philosophically by encouraging the 4Cs of P4C – critical, creative, collaborative and caring
thinking. They will demonstrate emerging philosophical thinking and language; give reasons, to agree or
disagree respectfully and to build on other’s ideas. They will also recognise and start to discuss big ideas/
concepts and ask open questions with increasing philosophical potential.
Year Group Assemblies
I am delighted to be able to welcome you back into school to watch assemblies. They will be performed to
parents on Wednesdays 8.30- 9am in Fairseat Hall (and on Mondays to other year groups and staff). Please
arrive no earlier than 8.25am, sign in at the School Office and you will be escorted to Fairseat Hall by
specialist teachers. The dates of the assemblies are:
●
●
●
●

Y1 Year Group Assembly - Wednesday 26 January
Y5 Year Group Assembly - Wednesday 2 February
Y6 Year Group Assembly - Wednesday 2 March
Y3 Year Group Assembly - Wednesday 23 March

Reception,Y4 and Y2 will have their Year Group Assemblies in the Summer Term.
In order to keep our community as safe as possible and in line with updated government guidance, please
ensure that as you are coming onsite, you wear a face covering. Masks will be provided for you if you forget
to bring one. Before you attend these events, we also strongly recommend that you take a Lateral Flow
Test. Thank you for your continued support and helping to keep our community safe.
I would like to remind you of our Photography Policy in advance of these assemblies and at the beginning
of a new term:

Many parents give permission for THE SCHOOL to take photographs and record performances of pupils
which may be used in publicity materials, for press reports or on the website or social media accounts.
Families are respectfully advised that they DO NOT have permission to film or take photographs of other
people’s children, nor of members of staff.
We are mindful of parents’ wishes to have an occasional record of memorable events in which their
daughters participate and to that end, we will try to provide “photo opportunities” for the audience at the
end of a performance or event.
All photography is strictly forbidden in the Early Years Foundation Stage.
All visitors will be reminded of our policy at the beginning of each event.
Please help us to protect and respect pupils: performances may be stopped if unauthorised photography or
filming takes place.
Sharing Photos and Films
We appreciate that you would like to see what the girls are getting up to and
participating in. Consequently, we publish photos and films, or events such as year group
assemblies, performances and trips on Firefly, our password secure website. Additionally,
we publish photos and films (depending on parental permissions) on our social media
accounts. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram
Account, Channing Twitter Account and Channing Facebook Account
Uniform
All girls need to wear their Winter uniform until half term (as the British weather is so unpredictable). Please
ensure that everything is clearly named.
If the girls have long hair which falls past their shoulders, it must be fully tied back using brown, black or
Channing blue hair ties, bands and/or clips. Only one piece of religious jewellery, small plain gold studs and a
watch (we recommend an analogue watch to help with telling the time) is permitted to be worn. Fitbits and
smartwatches are not permitted. Girls should not have fidget toys in lessons or school activities unless
outlined as a strategy on an Educational Psychologist Report and/or Pupil Passport; it is fine for them to be
hanging off their bags along with keyrings. Additionally, the girls should not wear nail varnish; they will be asked
to remove it if they come into school with it on.
We thank you for your support for reinforcing uniform rules at home with your daughter(s).
Virtual Parents’ Evening
This term, Parents’ Evenings will take place across various dates for Specialist and Form
Teachers. All parents will be able to speak to their daughter’s Form Teacher virtually for
ten minute appointments via a Google Meet.
Form Teacher meetings will take place on:
● Wednesday 16 March from 4.20pm - 7.00pm
● Wednesday 23 March from 4.20pm - 7.00pm
The girls are very lucky to also have many Specialist teachers. This term, they will be available for five
minute appointments via a Google Meet on a first come first served basis:
● Miss Marley (Reception - Y3 Music)
● Mr Headley (Y4 - 6 Music)
● Mr Fellows (Y1 - 6 Art & DT)
● Miss Conway (Reception - Y6 Drama)
● Miss Jimenez (Reception - Y6 Spanish & Y3 - Y6 French)
● Mrs Jarman (Reception S, 1P, 2E, 2M, 3C, 3F 4R PE)

● Miss Bolton (Reception M, 1A, 4N, 5M, 5S, 6E, 6W PE)
Specialist Teacher meetings will take place:
● Tuesday 18 January from 8.30am - 9.00am
● Thursday 20 January from 4.00pm - 7.00pm
● Thursday 27 January from 4.00pm - 7.00pm
● Thursday 3 February from 8.30am - 9.00am
● Thursday 10 March from 8.30am - 9.00am
● Tuesday 15 March from 8.30am - 9.00am
● Wednesday 16 March from 4.00pm - 7.00pm
● Wednesday 23 March from 4.00pm - 7.00pm
Due to sporting commitments, Mrs Jarman and Miss Bolton are unable to take appointments before 9am on
the dates listed above. As an alternative, parents wishing to book appointments with Mrs Jarman and Miss
Bolton can book an evening appointment (listed above), or book a morning meeting on:
● Wednesday 19 January from 8.30am - 9.00am
● Wednesday 2 February from 8.30am - 9.00am
● Wednesday 9 March from 8.30am - 9.00am
● Tuesday 29 March from 8.30am - 9.00am
Please book these appointments through the SchoolBase Parents’ Portal. Please click here to access the
Parents’ Evening Booking Guide, which takes you, step by step, through the process. A copy of the guide is
also available in your portal: Reports & Other Documents.

The booking system will be open from 8pm this Wednesday until 8pm on Sunday 16 January. Please check
that your login works. If you experience any difficulties using this system, please email
schoolbasesupport@channing.co.uk and describe the problem you are having.
Late Owls will continue to run as normal. However, due to Parents’ Evenings, we will not be running some of
our after school clubs on Wednesday 16 March and Wednesday 23 March. The following clubs will be
cancelled: Finger Disco, Touch Typing, Football, Minecraft and Flamenco & Salsa Dancing.
In addition, due to the Specialist Teacher Parents’ Evening meetings after school, there will be no Book
Illustration & Comic Club or Drama Club on Thursday 20 January and Thursday 27 January.
Prior to each Parents’ Evening date, a PDF file will be sent via email, containing the Google Meet links for each
Form and Specialist teacher. Please click on the correct link at the time of each of your confirmed
appointments and wait for the teacher to admit you to the meeting.
Should there be any technical difficulties for any reason which cause virtual meetings to be interrupted, the
teachers will contact you via telephone at the time of confirmed appointment/s.

In order to prevent unnecessary awkwardness and/or embarrassment, please remember to address
members of staff by their title and surname.
Morning Drop offs and Afternoon Collection
Please try to drop off/collect your daughter at the correct times. Please line up by the wall by the gate so
that local residents are able to walk past. If you arrive slightly earlier than your daughter’s allotted time, she
is able to come into the courtyard.
These are the drop off and collection times and gates:
Lessons/assemblies start for all: 8.30am
Reception (side gate): 8.05 - 8.15am

Years 1 & 2 (big gate): 8.05 - 8.15am
Years 3 & 4 (side gate) 8.15 - 8.25am
Years 5 & 6 (big gate) 8.15 - 8.25am
End of day (Monday - Thursday)

End of day (Friday)

Reception (big gate): 3.00 - 3.10pm
Years 1 (side gate): 3.10 - 3.20pm
Year 2 (big gate): 3.10 - 3.20pm
Years 3 (side gate): 3.30 - 3.35pm
Year 4 (big gate): 3.30 - 3.35pm
Years 5 (side gate): 3.35 - 3.40pm
Years 6 (big gate): 3.35 - 3.40pm

Reception (big gate): 2.50 - 3.00pm
Years 1 (side gate): 3.00 - 3.10pm
Year 2 (big gate): 3.00 - 3.10pm
Years 3 (side gate): 3.20 - 3.25pm
Year 4 (big gate): 3.20 - 3.25pm
Years 5 (side gate): 3.25 - 3.30pm
Years 6 (big gate): 3.25 - 3.30pm

If you do not collect your daughter at her designated time you will have to wait until Mini Owls are
dismissed. Monday - Thursday at 3.50pm and Friday at 3.30pm.
Teaching & Learning News
Last Wednesday we hosted a Growth Mindset Webinar for parents and carers, in partnership with Inner
Drive. The theme of the Webinar was ‘’Fearless Learners & Growth Mindset: Supporting
your child through the Science of Learning.’’
The areas covered included:
● What is a growth mindset?
● How it helps children to learn better
● The role of effort
● The use of feedback
● A different view of setbacks
● Risk and learning
● Practical tips to encourage a growth mindset in children.
Inner Drive have been kind enough to share a video of the session which you can view here.
'Young Art' Competition
A reminder that the deadline for entries to this competition are due by
Wednesday 19 January. Artwork should have the artist’s name, age, year group
and school clearly displayed in block capitals on the back. It is also a good idea to add
a sentence of explanation about what is depicted overleaf. Children can enter an
A4-sized painting, drawing or print based on this year's theme 'Looking
Out'. Entry for the competition costs £2 per pupil (maximum of one entry per person) and proceeds go to
a research project into childhood cancers at UCL Great Ormond Street.
Spotlight on Sport
Curriculum News
It has been a joy to see the girls back in school and enjoying their PE lessons. We
have some exciting sports on offer this term such as gymnastics, mini team games,
hockey, cricket and trampolining.
Year 3 Swimming
From Monday 24 - Friday 28 January, the girls in Year 3 will have daily hour-long
swimming lessons, at Poolside Manor. Each Year 3 form will swim at separate times for
an hour each morning to complement their PE curriculum. In preparation for these
lessons, please support your daughter to prepare her necessary kit in advance. She will
need a named bag containing: a swimming cap, towel, costume, goggles and hairbrush.

Each day throughout the swimming week, girls in Year 3 should wear their uniform to school and bring in a
swimming kit. If your daughter needs to apply creams for eczema after her swimming lesson, or has any
additional needs that need to be considered for swimming, please let us know.
If your daughter is in 3F, please make sure she meets Miss Frost and her classmates inside the entrance to
Waterlow Park at 7:45am (instead of her normal gate entrance to school) on Monday 24 January.
If your daughter is in 3C, please make sure she meets Miss Kalogirou, Mrs Agnew and her classmates inside
the entrance to Waterlow Park at 7:45am (instead of her normal gate entrance to school) on Thursday 24
January.
All Year 3 pupils are to meet Miss Clancy and Mrs Jarman inside the entrance to Waterlow Park at 7:45am
on Friday 28 January.
These earlier start times are to ensure the girls leave promptly to get their full hour of swimming
instruction in the pool.
Year 4 Hockey
Year 4 will be playing hockey this term, so all of the girls need mouth guards and shin pads for their Tuesday
lessons. Here are some examples of where these can be purchased from: Mouthguard, Shin pads.
Park Runs
The PE team will be resuming their Junior Park Run meets up this term. The dates are still to be confirmed
and will be shared as soon as possible.
Sporting Success
Thank you for sharing your daughter’s sporting success stories from outside of school. The PE team are
thrilled to hear about the variety of activities they are taking part in. Please continue to write to the PE
Team at jspe@channing.co.uk to keep them updated on all sporting achievements.
Remember to include your daughter's class in the email.
Channing Association News
Uniform Donations
We are collecting Winter and Summer uniform, PE kit and themed day costumes in good
wearable condition until the end of this week Friday 14 January. Please leave donations in the
bins by the Office.
For themed day costumes, donations of Aztec, Tudor,Viking, WW2 and Astronaut/Alien costumes would
be particularly welcome, as relevant themed days are coming up in the next two terms (Reception:
Astronauts/Alien in Spring Term;Y3:Vikings in Summer Term;Y4: Aztecs in Spring Term, Tudors in Summer
Term;Y5:Victorians in Spring Term;Y6: WW2 in Spring Term).
More details will follow about when and how to order in the online sale.
School Magazine
In line with our commitment to improve the School’s environmental sustainability and reduce the total
amount of printing that we are doing, we are making some incremental changes to the ways in which we
produce and distribute a range of School literature and publications. To this end, future editions of the
Channing School Magazine will be produced and distributed digitally. We are aware, however, that a number
of families enjoy receiving physical copies of the magazine and some have kept every edition since their
daughter(s) joined the School! To avoid printing copies that will ultimately go to waste, we are asking that
families request a hard copy by midday on Friday 14 January 2022 – all members of the School community
will receive a digital edition in January. To order a printed copy of the school magazine 2020-21, please click
here.

Girls Enjoying Success
Matilda Sharpe: ‘Never forget, life expects much of you and me’.
● Well done to Hero K (6W),Violet L (6W), Freyja E (6E)
and Astrid J (6E) for recording a podcast with me before the
holidays: https://channing.buzzsprout.com/
● Well done to Sophia B (1P) who raised £20 before the
holidays by having a toy sale which was then used to buy two
Christmas presents for Action for Children.
● Well done to Tabby R (1P) who achieved the British
Gymnastics Proficiency Award 2nd Badge, as well as delivering
all her lines word perfectly in her end of term ‘Outer Space’ show at Perform.
● Well done to Laura S (2M) who completed the Bronze Challenge from her drama class, Perform.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Laura S (2M) for receiving a merit in her drama class.
Lola P (2M) for her detailed recount of her Christmas holiday.
Olivia N (6E) for being helpful and proactive.
Riana A (6W) for her fantastic Greek god/goddess poem.
Josie E (6W) for an excellent video about Greek gods and goddesses.
Josie E (6W) for a well-written letter to a local newspaper.
Matilda F (6W) for an excellent video about Greek gods and goddesses.
Violet L (6W) for a fabulously creative and hilarious video about Ancient Greek architecture.
Edlyn B (6W) for a witty and interesting letter to a local newspaper.
Flora N (6W) for a well-developed and excellently written letter to a local newspaper.
Simran S (6W) for a very developed and coherent discussion text about homework.

Please see ‘Noticeboard’ and ‘Dates’ below.
With warm wishes for the week ahead.
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

DATES
January
Monday

10

CLUBS BEGIN

Mon/Tues

10 - 11

Wednesday

12

Term Begins (Reception)

Friday

14

CA Meeting (Virtual) (9am)
Y6 Netball v Highgate (away) 2pm - 3pm

Tuesday

18

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8.30am - 9am (Specialist Teachers only, excluding PE)

Wednesday

19

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8.30am - 9am (Mrs Jarman & Miss Bolton only)

Tues - Weds

18 - 19

Thursday

20

Mon - Fri

24 - 28

Monday

24

Y1 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8.30am - 9am)

Wednesday

26

Y1 Year Group Assembly for parents (Parents only 8:30am - 9am)

Thursday

27

Virtual Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm (Specialist Teachers only)

Friday

28

Y6 Royal Shakespeare Company Workshop: 1.00pm - 3.30pm

Monday

31

Maths Week
Y5 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8.30am - 9.00am)

4+ Assessments (1st Round)

4+ Assessments (2nd Round)
Y6 Holocaust Educational Trust Virtual Workshop and Q&A: 10.30am - 12.00pm
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm (Specialist Teachers only)
Y3 Swimming

February
Tuesday

1

Y4 Tottenham Stadium trip 9.00am - 1pm
Y6 RAF trip 9am - 3pm
2E Printing Workshop
Y5 Senior School Sound of Music production 12.30pm - 3.00pm

Wednesday

2

Y5 Year Group Assembly for parents (Parents only 8:30am - 9am)
Virtual Parents’ Morning 8.30am - 9am (Mrs Jarman & Miss Bolton only)

Thursday

3

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8:30am - 9am (Specialist Teachers only, excluding PE)
Y5 football v Devonshire House (home) 2pm - 3pm

Friday

4

NSPCC Numbers Day

Mon - Fri

7 - 11

Tuesday

8

Safer Internet Day
2M Printing Workshop
Y3 Show Dress Rehearsal 1.30 - 3.30pm

Wednesday

9

Y3 Show 2.30pm - 3.30pm

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week
National School’s Football Week

Thursday

10

Y4,5&6 Netball V Kerem School (home) 4pm-5pm

Friday

11

NON UNIFORM CHARITY DAY

Mon - Fri

14 - 18

Monday

21

Y4,5&6 Samba Drum Workshop

Wednesday

23

Y3 Trip to The Market at Roman Verulamium 9am - 3.30pm

Friday

25

Y6 Netball v Highgate (away) 2pm - 3pm

Saturday

26

CA Ice Skating at Ally Pally 5pm - 7pm

Monday

28

Y6 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8:30 - 9am)

Half-term

March
Wednesday

2

Y6 Year Group Assembly (Parents only 8:30 - 9am)
KS2 Music Concert Rehearsal 1:30pm - 3:30pm (in AC)

Thursday

3

WORLD BOOK DAY
KS2 Music Concert 4pm - 8pm (in AC)

Friday

4

Y6 Author Visit

Mon - Fri

7 - 11

Wednesday

9

Virtual Parents’ Evening 8.30am - 9am (Mrs Jarman & Miss Bolton only)
CA Parents' Quiz Night 7:15pm

Thursday

10

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8:30am - 9am (Specialist Teachers only)
Y5 Football v Devonshire House (home) 2:30 - 3:30pm

Friday

11

Y4 Aztec Day

Mon - Fri

14

HEALTHY SCHOOLS WEEK

Tuesday

15

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8:30am - 9am (Specialist Teachers only, excluding PE)

Wednesday

16

Virtual Parents’ Evening 4:20pm - 7pm (Form Teachers)
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm (Specialist Teachers)

Friday

18

Red Nose Day
Y3 Football v Devonshire House (Home) 2:15pm - 3:15 pm
Y5&6 Swim Gala @ Highgate 3:30pm - 4:40pm

Mon - Fri

21 - 25

Monday

21

World Poetry Day
Y3 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8:30am - 9am)

Wednesday

23

Y3 Year Group Assembly (Parents only 8:30am - 9am)
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4:20pm - 7pm (Form Teachers)
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm (Specialist Teachers)

Friday

25

Y4&5 Dance and Drama Showcase Rehearsal (all day in AC)

Monday

28

Y4&5 Dance and Drama Showcase Rehearsal 1pm - 3:30pm (in AC)

Scholastic Book Fair

LAST WEEK OF CLUBS

Tuesday

29

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8.30am - 9am (Mrs Jarman & Miss Bolton only)
Y2E Trip to Hampstead Learning Centre
Y4&5 Dance and Drama Showcase Performance 6:30pm (in AC)

Wednesday

30

Y2M trip to Hampstead Learning Centre
Y4&5 Dance and Drama Showcase Performance 6:30pm (in AC)

Thursday

31

Spring term Ends - staggered finish 2.30pm-3pm
April

Fri - Wed

1 - 19

Easter Holidays

Tuesday

19

Staff INSET

Wednesday

20

Start of Summer Term

