Dear Parents

This morning, it was fantastic to watch the first Year Group Assembly
of this academic year. The Year 1 girls enthusiastically told us about
animal life in the Arctic and Antarctic. They also explained that as we
only have one world we should look after it, giving us tips about how
to be sustainable. I was very impressed at how confident the girls were
performing in front of the rest of the school and the songs were
fabulous.

The Year 1 parents are in for a treat as they are invited in to watch
this assembly on Wednesday 26 January, 8.30 - 9am in Fairseat
Hall. Please arrive no earlier than 8.25am, sign in at the School Office and you will be escorted to Fairseat
Hall by specialist teachers.
The dates of the other Year Group Assemblies to parents:
● Year 5 Year Group Assembly - Wednesday 2 February
● Year 6 Year Group Assembly - Wednesday 2 March
● Year 3 Year Group Assembly - Wednesday 23 March
Reception,Year 4 and Year 2 will have their Year Group Assemblies in the Summer Term.
In order to keep our community as safe as possible and in line with updated government guidance, please
ensure that as you are coming onsite, you wear a face covering. Masks will be provided for you if you forget
to bring one. Before you attend these events, we also strongly recommend that you take a Lateral Flow
Test. Thank you for your continued support and helping to keep our community safe.
I would like to remind you of our Photography Policy in advance of these assemblies:

Many parents give permission for THE SCHOOL to take photographs and record
performances of pupils which may be used in publicity materials, for press reports or on
the website or social media accounts.
Families are respectfully advised that they DO NOT have permission to film or take
photographs of other people’s children, nor of members of staff.
We are mindful of parents’ wishes to have an occasional record of memorable events in which their
daughters participate and to that end, we will try to provide “photo opportunities” for the audience at the
end of a performance or event.
All photography is strictly forbidden in the Early Years Foundation Stage.
All visitors will be reminded of our policy at the beginning of each event.

Please help us to protect and respect pupils: performances may be stopped if unauthorised photography or
filming takes place.
Celebrating Different Languages
Since the beginning of the academic year, we have been celebrating the
many languages spoken by our school community. Every week in the
assembly, the Year 6 House Captains announce the House Points totals
and we all sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to the girls and staff celebrating in the
chosen language. This week our chosen language was German. Here
is the film that we used to teach ‘Happy Birthday’ for you to practise
with your daughter.
New Adventure Playground
Our fantastic new classrooms and spaces continue to have a positive impact on
teaching and learning, as well as on pastoral care and wellbeing, both
enhancing and enriching the girls’ educational experience. We are now looking
forward to the completion of our new adventure playground. Works started
today and will continue until April. Once the landscaping has been completed, we
will decide on the playground equipment that will be included; I have included
preliminary digital images of a couple of ideas.
The girls do, of course, still have a lot of
outdoor space - the top playground, MUGA
(Multi-Use Games Area) and terraces - to play
during break times. Play and being outdoors in
this new space will enhance the girls’ experience at playtimes. Being
outside, especially following lockdowns, and taking calculated risks on the
equipment is paramount to the girls’ mental health and wellbeing.
School Magazine
We are pleased to announce the Channing School Magazine 2020 - 21 is available to view in digital form
along with the Channing Chronicle.
Virtual Parents’ Evening
The Specialist Teachers look forward to seeing you virtually for five minute appointments this week on
Thursday 27 January for our Spring Term academic Parents’ Evening meetings.

The booking system closed on Sunday 16 January. If you have not yet booked your Spring Term Form Teacher
and/ or any desired Specialist Teacher meetings, please contact jsoffice@channing.co.uk. Please note, all
appointments for Miss Conway (Reception - Y6 Drama) and Miss Jimenez (Reception - Y6 Spanish & Y3 - Y6
French) have now been taken.You are advised to contact these teachers directly, in the Summer Term, should
you wish to arrange a meeting.
The academic meetings with teachers are in lieu of Grade Sheets this term; teachers will outline attainment
and targets for the girls in their discussions with you.
For the Parents’ Evening meetings this term, a PDF file will be sent in advance via email, containing the Google
Meet links for each Form and Specialist Teacher. Please click on the correct link at the time of each of your
confirmed appointments and wait for the teacher to admit you to the meeting. Should there be any technical
difficulties for any reason which cause virtual meetings to be interrupted, the teachers will contact you via
telephone at the time of confirmed appointment. Please note that they will be ringing from a withheld number.
Late Owls will continue to run as normal. However, due to the Specialist Teacher Parents’ Evening meetings
after school, there will be no Drama Club this Thursday 27 January.

In order to prevent unnecessary awkwardness and/or embarrassment, please remember to address
members of staff by their title and surname.

Book of the Week
Our librarian, Ms Jupp, highly recommends this fantastic adventure of five unforgettable children
- The Unadoptables by Hana Tooke - for KS2. Watch an introduction to the story here, with a
recommendation by Thea I (5M).
Music Matters
ABRSM Exams
We will be having 'face-to-face' ABRSM practical examinations in school,
during the week commencing Monday 21 March. We are very happy to accommodate
requests for entry from pupils who learn outside of school, providing their teacher has
stated that they are ready to take an ABRSM practical examination this term. If your daughter has lessons in
school, please discuss their entry with their teacher first. Once you are ready to submit your entry, please
complete and submit the parental consent form via this link. In both cases, the deadline for consent forms to
be submitted is 4pm on Friday 11 February. Regrettably, we are unable to process late applications. If you
have any queries, please contact juniormusic@channing.co.uk
Behind the Scenes
Year 3 Performance
We are very much looking forward to the Year 3 performance, 'Revolting Children', on
Wednesday 9 February. The main costume for the show required by all the girls is
their usual school uniform with trainers. The girls in 3F will also need a plain white sheet/piece of white
fabric which can be worn as a toga (i.e. a rectangular piece of fabric tied over one shoulder).
In addition, the following girls will need to bring some specific items from home:
● Iris B (3F) - jeans and a t-shirt
● Annabel D (3F) - school PE kit
● Lulu M (3F) - pyjamas and a teddy

Please can the girls bring in their white sheets/fabric and additional items by Friday 4 February.
The Sound of Music
Highgate Hill will soon be alive with ‘The Sound of Music’, the Senior School’s forthcoming
production which will be taking over the Arundel Centre from Monday 31 January for four
nights. Parents across the whole school are welcome to book tickets and Year 5 will be
getting the opportunity to watch the show at the matinee on Tuesday 1 February.You can
book via the school website using the following link: The Sound of Music - Channing School
Spotlight on Sport
Year 3 Swimming
This week, the girls in Year 3 will have daily hour-long swimming lessons, at Poolside
Manor. Each Year 3 form will swim at separate times for an hour each morning to
complement their PE curriculum. In preparation for these lessons, please support your
daughter to prepare her necessary kit in advance. Each day, she will need a named bag
containing: a swimming cap, towel, costume, goggles and hairbrush. The girls in Year 3 should wear their
uniform to school and bring in a swimming kit. If your daughter needs to apply creams for eczema after her
swimming lesson, or has any additional needs that need to be considered for swimming, please let us know.
All Year 3 pupils are to meet Mrs Marley, Mrs Agnew and Miss Lawrence inside the entrance to Waterlow
Park at 7:45am on Thursday.
If your daughter is in 3C, please make sure she meets Miss Clancy, Mrs Agnew and her classmates inside the
entrance to Waterlow Park at 7:45am (instead of her normal gate entrance to school) on Friday.
These earlier start times are to ensure the girls leave promptly to get their full hour of swimming instruction
in the pool.

Curriculum News
Year 2 got to grips with their batting skills. They have been practising striking balls
with cricket and rounders bats. They scored points for hitting their balls on target.
We have some promising cricket and rounders players in the making.
Outdoor P.E. Lessons
As the majority of the girls’ P.E. lessons are outdoors, please remind your
daughter(s) to come into school dressed/prepared for all weathers. Layers are the
best option as they can be easily removed/added as required. Some suggested additional items include:
● Hat
● Gloves
● Base layers
● Waterproof jacket (Channing School Coat or a plain lightweight alternative)
● Spare socks
● Plastic bag for muddy shoes
Park Runs
The P.E. Team will be resuming their Junior Park Run meet up after half term. If you would like to participate
with your daughters click here for more information
Channing Chatter
The latest episode of Chatting with Channing features the Senior School’s Assistant
Headteacher for Teaching and Learning, Mr Andrew Boardman. Mr Boardman talks about
a variety of topics, from his role at Channing and how things have changed in education
during his time as a teacher, to the subject he teaches and the time and research that goes
into improving how children are taught and how they learn.He also talks about the
learning Spotlight, what it is and how it helps both pupils and parents, as well as discussing
academic buoyancy. Listen and subscribe here: https://channing.buzzsprout.com/
Active Day Camps
Active Day Camps who run some of our clubs after school would like to offer all Channing girls a 10%
discount (promo code: channing10) for their Half Term Camp at St Michael’s Primary School.

Girls Enjoying Success
Matilda Sharpe: ‘Never forget, life expects much of you and me’.
● Well done to Shriya S (3F) who achieved a Distinction in her LAMDA exam (Solo Introductory Stage
2) where she had to recite a poem with expression and have a conversation with the examiner about
her favourite activity.
● Well done to Connie C (3C) and Ariella S (3C) who both performed in an adaption of ‘A
Midsummer Night's Dream’. Connie played Hippolyta & one of the fairies and Ariella played Helena.

Girls Enjoying Success Awards
● Darya C (RM) for working out a really tricky sum in her head.
● Yasmin B (RM) for writing an amazing fact about a sea creature.
● Eleanor S (1A) for learning the song for assembly and teaching it to the
classroom.
● Keearah S (1P) for using adjectives in her writing.
● Adi D (1P) for her writing about gravity in Science.
● Iris P-B (2E) for her excellent descriptive shape poem.
● Emily C (2E) for her excellent descriptive shape poem.
● Leila I (2E) for her excellent descriptive shape poem.
● Parker G (2E) for patiently helping the girls in Y1 learn how to balance on the balance board in the
playground.
● Lola P (2M) for being so active outside of school by participating in gymnastics and going on hikes
with her family.
● Zara H (2M) for being awarded her Red Award for swimming.
● Lexie C (3C) for constructing a highly creative Celtic roundhouse using natural materials including
wattle and daub.
● Helena B (3C) for constructing a highly creative Celtic roundhouse using natural materials including
wattle and daub.
● Selena K (3C) for using a fantastic range of scientific vocabulary in our Science lessons.
● Eliza J (4N) for transforming her handwriting. Beautiful presentation, Eliza!
● Alice G-P (4N) for always being focused, on task and ready to learn.
● Harriet K (4N) for a fabulous poem using personification to describe Varjak Paw!
● Phoebe D (5M) for winning a Baking Competition with her auntie!
● Phoebe D (5M) for her interesting interpretations of Victorian paintings during her History lesson.
● Alice O (5M) for her interesting interpretations of Victorian paintings during her History lesson.
● Lara B (5S) for her interesting interpretations of Victorian paintings during her History lesson.
● Meera K (5S) for her interesting interpretations of Victorian paintings during her History lesson.
● Amandine C-Y (5S) for her thoughtful comments and reflection during her RE lesson.
● Alice S (5S) for her thoughtful comments and reflection during her RE lesson.
● Shir J (5S) for her thoughtful comments and reflection during her RE lesson.
● Anais K (6E) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys’ heats in
indoor athletics.
● Jasmine C (6E) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys’ heats
in indoor athletics.
● Maya N (6E) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys’ heats in
indoor athletics.
● Tamara P (6E) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys’ heats
in indoor athletics.
● Astrid J (6E) for playing exceptionally well in the Highgate netball fixture.
● Eliana P (6W) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys heats
in indoor athletics.
● Josie E (6W) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys heats in
indoor athletics.
● Mimi G (6W) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys heats
in indoor athletics.
● Riana A (6W) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys heats
in indoor athletics.
● Violet L (6W) for making history by being part of the first girls team to compete in the boys heats
in indoor athletics.
● Lucy D (6W) for playing exceptionally well in the Highgate netball fixture.
● Yasmin L (6W) for playing exceptionally well in the Highgate netball fixture.
● Shahar L (6W) for playing exceptionally well in the Highgate netball fixture.

Please see the ‘Dates’ section below.

To our families celebrating the Chinese New Year:
● Xīnnián hǎo 新年好
● Gong hei fat choy 恭喜发财
With warm wishes for the week
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

DATES
January
Mon - Fri

24 - 28

Y3 Swimming

Monday

24

Y1 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8.30am - 9am)

Wednesday

26

Y1 Year Group Assembly for parents (Parents only 8:30am - 9am)

Thursday

27

Virtual Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm (Specialist Teachers only)

Friday

28

Y6 Royal Shakespeare Company Workshop: 1.00pm - 3.30pm

Monday

31

Maths Week
Maths workshops (Y1-6)
Y5 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8.30am - 9.00am)
February

Tuesday

1

Chinese New Year
Y4 Tottenham Stadium trip 9am - 1pm
Y6 RAF trip 9am - 3pm
2E Printing Workshop
Y5 Senior School Sound of Music production 12.30pm - 3.00pm

Wednesday

2

Y5 Year Group Assembly for parents (Parents only 8:30am - 9am)
Virtual Parents’ Morning 8.30am - 9am (Mrs Jarman & Miss Bolton only)
Y3 Chinese New Year workshop

Thursday

3

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8:30am - 9am (Specialist Teachers only, excluding PE)
Y5 football v Devonshire House (home) 2pm - 3pm
5S Senior School Tile Workshop 9am - 10am

Friday

4

NON UNIFORM CHARITY DAY
NSPCC Numbers Day - dress as a number; this could be anything from wearing
a football shirt with a number on to dressing up as a calculator.

Mon - Fri

7 - 11

Tuesday

8

Safer Internet Day
2M Printing Workshop
Y3 Show Dress Rehearsal 1.30 - 3.30pm

Wednesday

9

Y3 Show 2.30pm - 3.30pm

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week
National School’s Football Week

Thursday

10

5M Senior School Tile Workshop 9am - 10am
Y4, 5 & 6 Netball v Kerem School (home) 4pm-5pm

Mon - Fri

14 - 18

Monday

21

Y4, 5 & 6 Samba Drum Workshops

Wednesday

23

Y3 Trip to The Market at Roman Verulamium 9am - 3.30pm

Friday

25

Y6 Netball v Highgate (away) 2pm - 3pm

Saturday

26

CA Ice Skating at Ally Pally 5pm - 7pm

Monday

28

Y6 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8:30 - 9am)

Half-term

March
Tuesday

1

Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal begins

Wednesday

2

Y6 Year Group Assembly (Parents only 8:30 - 9am)
KS2 Music Concert Rehearsal 1:30pm - 3:30pm (in AC)

Thursday

3

WORLD BOOK DAY
KS2 Music Concert 4pm - 8pm (in AC)

Friday

4

Y6 Author Visit

Mon - Fri

7 - 11

Wednesday

9

Virtual Parents’ Evening 8:30am - 9am (Mrs Jarman & Miss Bolton only)
CA Parents' Quiz Night 7:15pm

Thursday

10

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8:30am - 9am (Specialist Teachers only, excluding PE)
Y5 Football v Devonshire House (home) 2:30 - 3:30pm

Friday

11

Y4 Aztec Day

Mon - Fri

14

HEALTHY SCHOOLS WEEK

Tuesday

15

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8:30am - 9am (Specialist Teachers only, excluding PE)

Wednesday

16

Virtual Parents’ Evening 4:20pm - 7pm (Form Teachers)
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm (Specialist Teachers)

Friday

18

Red Nose Day
Y3 Football v Devonshire House (Home) 2:15pm - 3:15 pm
Y5 & 6 Swim Gala @ Highgate 3:30pm - 4:40pm

Mon - Fri

21 - 25

Monday

21

World Poetry Day
Y3 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8:30am - 9am)

Wednesday

23

Y3 Year Group Assembly (Parents only 8:30am - 9am)
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4:20pm - 7pm (Form Teachers)
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm (Specialist Teachers)

Friday

25

Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase Rehearsal (all day in AC)

Scholastic Book Fair

LAST WEEK OF CLUBS
ABRSM Exams

Year 6 World War II Day
Monday

28

Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase Rehearsal 1pm - 3:30pm (in AC)

Tuesday

29

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8.30am - 9am (Mrs Jarman & Miss Bolton only)
Y2E Trip to Hampstead Learning Centre
Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase Performance 6:30pm (in AC)

Wednesday

30

Y2M trip to Hampstead Learning Centre
Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase Performance 6:30pm (in AC)
Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal ends

Thursday

31

Spring term Ends - staggered finish 2.30pm-3pm
April

Fri - Wed

1 - 19

Easter Holidays

Tuesday

19

Staff INSET

Wednesday

20

Start of Summer Term

