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Stepping into role as Headmistress of Channing in September 2020 
and embarking on an academic year which was beset by restrictions, 
both in and out of school, was not perhaps the start to headship that I 
might have chosen. However, reading this year’s Channing Magazine 
it is hard to believe that the year was so significantly impacted by the 
continued global pandemic. Some things are missing, of course - the 
overseas trips and varied extracurricular programme, for example 
- but, with so many of the things that make a Channing education so 
special still taking place, for me the year has exemplified the power and 
strength of the Channing community.

The fabled Conabor spirit is evident on every page, with staff 
demonstrating extraordinary creativity in adapting to the circumstances 
and the pupils showing exceptional resilience  in face of these challenges. 
Above all I have found the pupils, staff and parents at Channing are 
mutually supportive of each other and the school - it is a community I feel 
privileged to lead, whatever the circumstances.

I am proud to share with you the Magazine, edited and designed by Mrs 
Wendy Devine, which provides a fantastic review of the past year. I hope 
you will enjoy it!

With warmest wishes

Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

Introduction by Mrs Hughes

Anna Vershkova, Year 13
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Headmistress’ Founders’ Day Address
Good afternoon, everyone. Once again, and 
hopefully for the penultimate time, I’m 
starting a live-streamed speech with the line 
‘I’m sorry that this is not how we would like 
it to be but we hope to see you in person next 
year’. That’s true particularly of this event, 
Founders’ Day, which is traditionally a chance 
for the whole community to gather together 
here in Highgate for a celebration of the 
reasons for our existence as a school and the 
opportunity to review the highlights of our 
year. 

I am so pleased to have with me two of our 
Governors: Mrs Leslie, the Chair of Governors, 
and Reverend Daniel Costley, along with 
Reverend Kate Dean of the Rosslyn Hill Chapel. 
This year we mark the 136th year since the 
Sharpe sisters, Matilda and Emily, worked with 
the Reverend Robert Spears to set up a school for 
the daughters of Unitarian ministers and named 
it after the leading proponent of Unitarianism, 
William Ellery Channing.

In her speech at Founders’ Day last year, 
Mrs Elliott wished me the best of luck and 
said, I quote, “she won’t need it. This is a 
wonderful school and she’s going to love being 
Headmistress.” Well, she was right – it is 
undoubtedly a wonderful school and I absolutely 
do love being its Headmistress, although I will 
admit there have been a couple of moments this 
year that have been somewhat challenging to my 
relentless optimism and where I have possibly 
needed a little bit of luck.

As the new Headmistress, I started the year by 
asking everyone to think about what they love 
about Channing. What you told me boils down to 
two things: that this is a school that really cares 
about its traditions (it’s very clear that Channing 
Christmas is definitely not to be touched under 
any circumstances!) and that the nature of the 
Channing community is what makes our school 
so special. This was expressed in lots of different 
ways: liking the Channing Promise, enjoying the 
warm relationships of pupils and teachers, or 
being proud of your House. Some people shared 
this as their appreciation of the school’s ethos, or 
its Unitarian heritage – and of course, this is why 
we are gathered together today.

In our first reading we heard about all the 
ways in which William Ellery Channing was a 
campaigner. He was often far ahead of his time in 
his liberal, sometimes idealistic, desire to make 
the world a more equal, inclusive place. Whether 
campaigning for an end to slavery or pushing for 
education for all, rather than just the privileged, 
he was laying the foundations of Unitarianism 
– our school ethos – which means that as a 
community we are open to new ideas and able 

to engage critically with them, as well as being 
active in creating a just society.

I noted particularly his desire to create 
a Universal Church “in which men of all 
creeds, without renouncing their religious 
particularities, could gather and pray together, 
the goal of each creed being always the same – 
the perfection of man, good works and universal 
accord among men”. Substitute ‘people’ for 
‘men’, of course, to reflect our changing times, 
and you might as well be talking about our 
school. It is a place where people of all faiths and 
none can find a home because we are all guided 
by the same moral compass: that we should 
endeavour to become better people, do good 
works, and live in harmony with one another. In 
other words, that we might live the Channing 
Promise. 

We endeavour to ensure that the Channing 
Promise of kindness, respect and tolerance 
underpins everything we do and indeed I have 
found that consistently reassuring as guidance 
this year. Its tenets are reinforced by the second 
reading we heard today, that we should approach 
things with an open mind and examine them with 
deliberation. I love that final line: “Let us first 

hear, then decide.” This year has given us plenty 
of opportunities to do just that – perhaps most 
obviously in responding to the death of George 
Floyd and the Black Lives Matter campaign last 
summer, and also in responding to the raised 
awareness of sexual harassment and violence in 
the wake of the murder of Sarah Everard and the 
outpouring of testimony on Everyone’s Invited 
this spring.

In June 2020, various alumnae and current 
pupils asked the school to address issues of 
racism, bias, diversity and equality. This is a 
huge undertaking and the Diversity, Equality and 
Inclusion (DEI) Steering Group was established 
in July 2020 comprising staff, pupils, parents 
and former parents, alumnae and governors. The 
Steering Group, and its three Working Parties, 
have met entirely online, a challenge in itself for 
discussing controversial topics. Nonetheless 
the three Working Parties – on Curriculum, 

Training & Awareness Raising, and Data – gave 
a wide range of people from all areas of school 
life the opportunity to contribute their ideas.

The work of the Curriculum Working Party 
included reviewing the ‘core’ DEI subjects 
(English, History, RE and PSHE) and carrying 
out a subject audit for all other subjects in 
both the Senior and Junior school, as well as 
carrying out a detailed analysis of the PSHE 
Programme in the Sixth Form. It is pleasing to 
know that some members of the Working Party 
were surprised – and delighted – to discover the 
number of DEI topics that were already within 
the curriculum, particularly in the History and 
English departments. A DEI Library audit is also 
under way and the Working Party has suggested 
around 25 recommendations to improve the DEI 
curriculum offer at Channing.

The Training and Awareness Raising Working 
Party worked together to research and review a 
large number of training providers and courses. 
It recommended an organisation which will carry 
out some awareness raising for teachers which 
will happen in September. Research was also 
carried out on providers that offer courses and 
training specific to pupils and parents, and the 
recommendations made are all of organisations 
and courses that have been quality assured 
by other schools and institutions. Around 
15 recommendations have been made by the 
Training Working Party. 

The Data Working Party has undertaken a 
staff and student diversity survey and reviewed 
ethnicity data for staff and pupils. An analysis 
against local and national statistics has also 
been undertaken. The Working Party has made 
a number of recommendations about how the 
school should continue to monitor data in the 
future, in particular reviewing recruiting data for 
both staff and pupils to monitor the diversity of 
applications to the school.

As you can see, the group has done exactly 
what Channing himself recommended: first 
hearing, then deciding. They could have 
approached this work with their minds already 
made up and set on a particular course of action. 
I’m delighted that they have not – and my job 
now is to look in detail at their recommendations 
and decide, along with Governors and the 
school’s Senior Leadership Team, how and over 
what timescale to implement them. There is 
much more to come.

The same even-handed and open-minded 
response is true of our reaction to Everyone’s 
Invited, a two-word phrase that has become 
shorthand for the daily reality of gender-
based abuse for so many girls and women. In 
the immediate aftermath of the thousands of 

We endeavour to ensure 
that the Channing Promise 
of kindness, respect and 
tolerance underpins 
everything we do and 
indeed I have found that 
consistently reassuring as 
guidance this year
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testimonies being shared we found ourselves 
above all just listening, to the hurt and shock 
and sadness and anger and bewilderment of 
pupils and staff at the situation. The Sixth Form 
organised a vigil in memory of Sarah Everard, 
and Years 10 to 13 submitted questions to a 
panel discussion led by parent and co-founder of 
The RAP Project, Deana Puccio.

We also used PSHE lessons, form time and 
Activities Week to put together a toolkit to 
ensure our pupils’ preparedness to go out into 
the world and socialise confidently and safely. 
We know that the message is not to ‘protect our 
daughters’ but rather to ‘educate our sons’ – but 
in our case it’s vital that we are equipping our 
girls to engage the boys and men in their lives 
in conversation about what they experience and 
how things might be different. Plus they need to 
know – really know - what we mean by consent 
as well as, on a more practical note, how to deal 
with someone who won’t take no for an answer.

But once again, that’s just the start. As I’m 
sure you know, last month Ofsted published 
the results of their rapid review into the sexual 
harassment and abuse of young people in 

schools and made a raft of recommendations. 
Our pastoral team has already identified a set of 
actions that we need to take to ensure we really 
are giving our students the best support and 
advice. We’ll be reviewing the content of the 
PSHE curriculum and associated training for 
staff and Governors in understanding and dealing 
with these issues. We will also renew our efforts 
to educate pupils, parents and staff in protecting 
themselves from viewing explicit material online 
and engaging in harmful sexual behaviour using 
social media platforms. We also want to harness 
the power of the Student Wellbeing Committee 
in understanding the impact of the work we do 
and develop more ideas.

This measured and thoughtful response is 
because here at Channing we know that it’s not 
our role to get carried away by soundbites or 
be forced into knee jerk reactions. Rather, we 
come back again and again to that line – let us 
first hear, then decide. We know that’s the right 
way to deal with big issues, taking our time to 
consider them from all sides and then taking the 
action that’s right for our school, our context, 
and implementing it in a sustainable, meaningful 

way. These are skills that take time and 
conscious effort to cultivate, and need willpower 
to sustain, especially in a world where we are 
buffeted with constant information, readily 
available and always so certain of its opinion, on 
social media. These are skills not just for those 
of us in leadership positions, but for everyone 
in the school community to develop. They are 
skills which our pupils will take into the world 
and use to good effect in whatever field they find 
themselves.

Having said all that, we know that there comes 
a time when swift and decisive action is the only 
possible course. In our third reading we heard 
Channing tell us “Whilst you honor antiquity, 
you must remember that the past has not done 
and could not do the work of the present... that 
our own time has its task, and has wants which 
the provisions of earlier times cannot satisfy.” 
Our own time has indeed got its task: Covid-19, 
which has been the task of the past 16 months, 
and a task unlike anything experienced in 
living memory. Here in school we have had to 
adapt and adapt again in the face of unforeseen 
circumstances, endeavouring to maintain our 
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Channing community spirit under restrictions 
which require social distance and forbid the 
mixing of Year groups - something central to 
the joy of our school life - and during periods of 
enforced isolation.

And yet we have been able to do so, 
responding swiftly and with creativity to the new 
circumstances. I would point to the fabulous 
work of the Music department, reconfiguring 
ensembles and moving online to give us Music at 
Any Time, as well as online versions of many of 
our usual concerts throughout the year. Virtual 
School got a makeover and became a source of 
exciting and inspirational lessons during the 
dark days of the Spring term lockdown. We were 
treated to drama performances from every Year 
group and this term we have actually been able 
to participate in sports fixtures and held Sports 
Days for (nearly) every year group. We even 
managed to finish the two year programme of 
building works at the Junior School! 

I am particularly proud of the charity work 
we have done this year. The school chose to 
support Refuge, whose work helps victims and 
survivors of domestic abuse in all its forms. This 
choice in itself was a reflection of our Channing 
values and as we know from the experience of 
the first lockdown last year, its work could not be 
more important. While the final total of money 
raised over the year is always announced at Mark 
Reading next week – and that’s another tradition 
I don’t want to break! – I can tell you that we 
should be very pleased with our efforts and 
that there will be a huge number of people who 
benefit from the school’s support in the future.

But while this year has involved a lot of work 
in getting through Covid-19, we are already 
turning our attention to life after it too. We 
know that the psyche of our nation has been 
fundamentally affected by the privations of the 
pandemic, that millions of people have lost loved 
ones, faced financial insecurity and suffered 
mentally and emotionally. The aftermath of 
Covid-19 and its impact on emotions and 
relationships plays out here at Channing just 
as much as it does on the national or global 
stage, and we are already doing sterling work in 
ensuring that everyone who needs it can get our 
renowned pastoral support.

However, I think that Channing’s line 
has significance for us beyond Covid. The 
suggestion that ‘our own time has its task, and 
has wants which the provisions of earlier times 
cannot satisfy’ tells us that we must always be 
thinking about how we move with the times and 
adapt accordingly. I know that this is an intrinsic 
part of the Channing School ethos because of 
the thoughtful and meaningful ideas you gave 

me when I also asked you back at the start of the 
year, alongside what you love, what we needed 
to lose, change and create at Channing. Number 
one on lots of people’s lists was sustainability at 
school. We all know that many environmental 
efforts have gone backwards during the 
pandemic as everything has needed to be 
individually wrapped, hygienic and disposable, 
and that has been true for us in school too. I 
have no doubt that if William Ellery Channing 
were alive today he would be a fearsome eco 
warrior, up there with David Attenborough 
and Greta Thunberg, campaigning for swift 
environmental action. So that’s on our list for 
future development.

You also made suggestions for developments 
in the curriculum and in sport, and told me 
that you wanted to see more community 
partnerships. We have made a good start on the 
latter this year and I am indebted to the efforts 
of Ms Kung, who will take up the new role of 
Director of Partnerships in January next year, 
in making these happen. In particular we have 
a thriving relationship with Highgate Newtown 
Community Centre and Brookfield Primary 
School, and Year 10 enjoyed a highly successful 
artist-in-residence scheme with Lauderdale 
House and Parliament Hill School. Our links 
with the East London Consortium remain 
strong, particularly with Highbury Fields School 
in Islington, and I look forward to so much more 
on this front.

One more thing you told me you wanted was 
more opportunity for leadership in school and 
more ways we can mix year groups vertically for 
activities. You made suggestions for new Sixth 
Form Officer roles, ways in which we could 
improve House and charity work and asked for 
versions of Sixth Form clubs such as Rainbow 
Club in other Year groups. These ideas were 
another reason why I chose the third reading for 
today, and in particular this line: “Remember, 
too, that each person has their own way of 
working, and can work powerfully in no other.” 
Each of you wants to find your own way of 
working at Channing, your time to be the person 
you want to be. The job of the school is to give 
you access to all the possibilities so that you can 
find your things and work out what it means to 
be you.

It’s not just access to the opportunities, 
though; it’s also helping you develop an attitude 
which enables you to be willing and ready to 
leap at every chance that comes your way. I 
smiled wryly when I read the final part of our first 
reading as I feel that Channing and I have much 
in common: hammering away at the message 
repeatedly to drive it securely in. I think I may 
have lost count of the number of times I have 
talked about being 10% braver this year, but I 
hope that it is having the desired effect. As you 
can see from the readings I have chosen and the 
highlights of this year I have shared, William 
Ellery Channing himself and the school’s ethos 
tell you that you can undoubtedly be brave, 
resilient and independent, both in the classroom 
and beyond. Why else would the Sharpe sisters 
and the Reverend Robert Spears have chosen 
Conabor – I shall try – as the school’s motto back 
in 1885?

I’m going to move on now to talk about our 
leaving staff, and we’ll come back to that idea 
again at the end. I can’t help myself, you see – 
hammering away at it once again! Traditionally 
we use Founders’ Day as a chance to bid fond 
farewells to those members of the community 
who are leaving us at the end of term. This year 
there are two, however, who left us sooner than 
that and having focused throughout this speech 
on the strength of the Channing community, it is 
only fitting to take a moment here to mourn their 
passing.

Theresa from our catering staff sadly passed 
away from cancer in November. Theresa started 
working at the school in 2016, initially as a 
Catering Assistant at the Senior School before 
taking on the role of Assistant Chef at the Junior 
School. Theresa was totally professional in 
everything she did for the school and she was 
one of those people who could never do enough 
to help you. She was incredibly proud to be 
working at the school, and her cooking and her 
perpetual smile have been much missed by staff 
and pupils. Our thoughts continue to be with 
Theresa’s family and friends.

Then there is Hilary Wilmer, a Channing 
colleague for 42 years whose untimely death in 
May half-term has left a huge gap in the life of the 
school (see obituary, page 12). Hilary started 
working at Channing in 1979, initially as the 

Headmistress’ Founders’ Day Address
‘The aftermath of Covid and its impact on emotions and 
relationships plays out here at Channing just as much as it 
does on the national or global stage, and we are already doing 
sterling work in ensuring that everyone who needs it can get 
our renowned pastoral support’
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lab technician, then supporting the school’s 
computer (note, just the one!) before working 
her way up to become the school’s IT Network 
Manager.

She believed in the power of computing and 
saw the possibilities and the potential long 
before others, making IT – and Channing – her 
career. As the Network Manager she was always 
restless to come up with answers to pressing 
problems. An evangelist for the power of Apple 
devices, she wanted staff to embrace technology, 
but not in a pushy or forthright way. She 
understood that everyone had their limitations 
and, coupled with her endless patience, she was 
able to help develop staff. She enjoyed watching 
the trail blazers innovate, but she also relished 
the challenge of getting those who needed an 
extra push to move on, sometimes slowly, but 
always with understanding and empathy. 

In the best traditions of the school, Hilary was 
of course more than just the IT Manager. She 
was an avid supporter of all the school’s musical 
and drama events. She was always there, quietly 
in the background. She ran the Robotics Club 
and taught and supported IT lessons. She loved 
going on trips, none more so than to ‘Carroty 
Wood’ when Hilary would support the Year 7s 
in their induction, and hers would be the first 
name on the list for the Maths department’s 
Bletchley Park trip.

Away from school Hilary also had many 
interests. Not only a talented musician who had 
all her piano grades and sang in the Highgate 
Choral Society, she also painted and wrote, and 
was a constant learner. A true polymath, Hilary’s 
first degree studies were in Russian and most 
recently, earlier this year, she had just started 
a new Open University module on Ancient 
History. She even did an ice-skating course 10 
years ago and had the certificates to prove it! 
Hilary was also a passionate gardener, loved 
wildlife and wild places. She loved escaping to 
her house in Norfolk at the weekend and in the 
holidays as a contrast to the hustle and bustle of 
London life on which she also thrived.

Hilary was one of the formative figures in the 
school’s development over the last 42 years. Her 
love of the school, love of working with children, 
her kindness and willingness to embrace and 
implement change will not be forgotten. She 
was a much loved and highly respected friend 
and colleague who leaves a large hole in the 
school that will be hard to fill. We look forward 
to commemorating her life in school in the new 
academic year.

And so, returning to those people to whom we 
say goodbye at the end of the year, I would like 
to start by talking about three of our Governors 
who step down at the end of their terms of office.

Delva Patman has brought huge amounts 
of experience and expertise to the Estates 
Committee over many years, arriving on the 

Board at Channing at a time when the school was 
preparing for a major period of development. 
She has been instrumental in providing guidance 
and reassurance to the Governing Body and 
SLT over this period and even at times getting 
her hands and boots dirty to make sure that 
our contractors were delivering. She has also 
brought her vast experience and incisive intellect 
to all areas of school governance and has been an 
active member of both our Estates and Finance 
committees. I am delighted, though, that while 
we may have lost her from the Board we retain 
her as a grandparent in the school and adviser 
to the Estates Committee and know that she 
will continue to enjoy being part of the school’s 
development. Her local knowledge as a long- 
standing member of the Highgate community 
has been invaluable. 

Dr Helen Stringer began her association 
with Channing in 1998 as a teacher, then Head 
of History and Politics and PSHE. She came 
back to the school as a member of the Board of 
Governors and now retires after an extremely 
successful career, including the headship of 
two schools in the Girls’ Day School Trust: 
Northampton High and Oxford High. Now 
living in Scotland it’s fair to say it’s a long way 
to commute, but we will miss her wisdom on all 
things educational. In particular Helen has had 
responsibility as our safeguarding Governor and 
provided superb support, challenge and advice 
to the school over the years. We wish her a long 
and fulfilling retirement.

Dr Ingrid Wassenaar brought to the Board 
a fascinating insight into the world of higher 

education. Thoroughly committed to the 
development of the academic life of the school, 
and bringing a deeply philosophical bent to 
discussions, Ingrid has consistently asked 
insightful and searching questions which have 
required us to look at things with a different 
perspective. She has also devoted significant 
time to interview and advise our Oxbridge 
candidates. Ingrid has been a parent in the 
school and leaves (perhaps graduates?) alongside 
her daughter at the end of the year. Our thanks to 
all of them for their contribution to the strategic 
development and governance of the school.

And so to our leaving staff. From the Senior 
School teaching staff:

Catriona Kyle, the Assistant Head Adelante 
and Head of Modern Foreign Languages 
resigned earlier this year after three-and-a-half 
years serving on the leadership team. Miss Kyle 
had a considerable influence on the development 
of languages and the Adelante programme 
during her time at the school and I know she has 
been much missed by staff and pupils alike.

At the end of this term, Ragi Marmar leaves 
Channing, and indeed teaching, to return full 
time to family life. She is a gifted Chemistry 
teacher and much-loved colleague who will be 
sorely missed. She knows she is welcome back 
whenever she changes her mind!

Three other Senior School teaching staff, 
who have been with us for a shorter time, also 
leave us: Mélissa Vaure has been with us for 
three years, a fantastic French language assistant 
whose knowledge of French culture, current 
affairs and language has been invaluable. She has 
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given pupils the confidence and motivation to 
speak the language and they are very sad indeed, 
as are we, to see her go.

Beatriz Colado has covered Madame Roziere’s 
maternity leave this year and brought much 
enthusiasm and excitement to her teaching of 
Spanish. We thank her for her contribution in 
the short time she has been with us and wish her 
well for her future career.

James Blanshard left at the end of the Autumn 
term after spending a term supply teaching in 
the PE department. He was popular among 
pupils and staff and impressed everyone with his 
enthusiasm and energy, especially by cycling into 
work every day from South London! We wish 
him well in his future school placements.

In the Junior School teaching staff we say 
goodbye this term to Alison McLennan, who 
leaves us after six happy years to try pastures new 
just the other side of Hampstead Heath. Our loss 
is South Hampstead’s gain and we wish her every 
happiness in her new teaching role there.

Music teacher Kate Rattenbury is known to 
pupils on both sides of the road as she has taught 
in the Junior School and Year 8 for the past two 
years. She leaves for an exciting new post as the 
Head of Music at Kensington Prep and we wish 
her every success in the role.

Brigid Shine has been the most fantastic 
cover teacher at the Junior School this year, 
teaching almost every year group and subject 
with enthusiasm and care. We will greatly miss 
her and wish her well with her acting career. If 
she ever wants to come back, our door is always 
open. We also say thank you and farewell to 
three of our talented Visiting Music Staff: Miriam 
Keogh (Harp), Nadia Myerscough (Violin) 
and Claire Philpot (Oboe). Between them they 
have taught hundreds of Channing pupils over 
the years, from beginners to virtuosos and 
everything in between, and we thank them for all 
they have done for the musical life of the school.

Our non-teaching staff play such an important 
role in the life of the school and we are sad to be 
bidding farewell to a number of them this year. In 
the Senior School, 

Maureen McHarg, our longstanding Registrar, 
left just after October half-term after 19 years 
of service to the school including a long period 
where she also managed the School Office. She 
was instrumental in bringing thousands of new 
pupils and parents into the Channing family, 
and indeed was probably the first person most of 
you spoke to when you first contacted Channing 
about a place.

Chantal Cooper, our Assistant School Nurse, 
also retired at October half term. She had given 
12 years of service across both the Senior and 

Junior Schools, where she was much loved by all 
of the pupils for her calm and caring nature. 

Nicki Clein, our School Counsellor, left us 
at the end of the Autumn term. During her four 
years at Channing, Nicki proved to be a calm, 
accessible and well-liked school counsellor, 
providing support and advice to both pupils and 
staff. Nicki was a consummate professional and 
her experience and knowledge was invaluable to 
the pastoral team. We wish her well in her future 
endeavours. 

We will also miss Dharshini Gunasekera, our 
Biology lab technician, who retires next week. 
She has been endlessly patient in the setting up 
of experiments and invaluable to our scientists. 
We are sure she will enjoy a very happy 
retirement.

Laomie Walker joined us at the start of the 
year as a Senior School Teaching Assistant. 

After a successful period at the school Laomie 
has moved back to Heathside, where she is now 
undertaking a similar role in their Junior School.

We also say goodbye to a number of our Junior 
School Teaching Assistants. Becky Pieri and 
Monica O’Hara both joined the school in 2015 
and have provided 6 years of valuable service 
across the Junior School, along with Amelia 
Done who joined the school a year earlier and 
who has done much to support the setting up of 
our highly valued Forest School.

We also say goodbye to one of our longest- 
serving Teaching Assistants. Shahina Ahmed 
joined the Junior School in 2006 and leaves 
after 15 years during which she worked both 
in the classroom across the school and also as a 
specialist support for Art and DT.

In addition we say farewell to two members 
of our Catering staff. Julia Allen has been the 
Dining Hall supervisor in the Senior School for 
many years and has decided that the time is now 
right to relocate to Jamaica. Lourdes Freschet 
is also retiring from her role as Head Chef at 
the Junior School, having previously worked in 
a similar role at the Senior School. She will be 
much missed by staff and pupils alike on both 
sides of the road.

Finally, Margaret Mooney is not a member 

of staff well known to our pupils, but parents 
will undoubtedly recognise her name from the 
bottom of emails related to all things fees and 
finance. Margaret has been a longstanding and 
highly valued member of the Channing team and 
it is only a shame that due to Covid she has been 
working from home in Ireland for the last year – I 
haven’t actually met her! She too deserves a long 
and happy retirement, and she leaves with our 
love and best wishes.

As we conclude this year’s Founders’ Day 
service, I’d like us to return to the theme with 
which I opened. In order to truly live Channing’s 
vision, we must look back and celebrate the 
past, but look forward too, ready to uphold our 
traditions and unafraid to innovate and be 10% 
braver. One such innovation is a new award, the 
Rosslyn Hill Chapel Award, which we are giving 
for the first time this year. It has been a real 
pleasure for me to discover more about our links 
with the Rosslyn Hill Chapel and Reverend Kate 
gave a memorable assembly to the whole school 
early in January. This Award is the idea of the 
Chapel’s Elders and two plates have been made, 
using designs inspired by the Chapel’s Arts & 
Crafts stained glass windows and chosen from 
a student competition, one each for the Junior 
School and Senior School.

First I would like to show you the Senior 
School plate and congratulate the designer, who 
is Siana Chamalidis in Year 7. Congratulations, 
Siana, and thank you for your beautiful design. 
A prize will be waiting for you on your return to 
school in September.

And so to the Award, which is to be given to a 
student or students who have displayed Unitarian 
values during the year. It seeks to recognise the 
work of students whose contributions might not 
otherwise be recognised but who has done some 
or all of the following:

Has had significant impact on a charitable 
cause.

Demonstrates selflessness and compassion.
Has made an obvious difference to the 

community in some way.
Embodies the Channing Unitarian ethos.
I am delighted to announce that the first 

recipient of the Award is Tate Hymanson, in 
Year 8. Her community-minded attitude and 
in particular her commitment to charity work 
made her a worthy recipient – congratulations, 
Tate, and I look forward to handing this to you in 
person in September.

And so, with my thanks to all of you for being 
with us and listening today, I am pleased to hand 
over to Reverend Kate to say a few words before 
Reverend Costley gives the Benediction to end 
our service.

Headmistress’ Founders’ Day Address

In order to truly live 
Channing’s vision, we must 
look back and celebrate 
the past, but look forward 
too, ready to uphold our 
traditions and unafraid to 
innovate and be 10% braver
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Art
Although the pandemic has placed a lot of restrictions on the Art 
department, there have been some notable events and achievements.

Artist in Residence
The Art department has been delighted to welcome artist Alison Lam 

and Lauderdale House to Channing, to create a collaborative artwork with 
Parliament Hill School. Over six weeks, Year 10 students have responded 
to found natural materials and the grounds and history of Lauderdale 
House and Waterlow Park. Under the guidance of artist Alison Lam, and 
a scheme entitled ‘Cabinet of Curiosities’; they have been learning how 
to draw intuitively and model with clay and wax, and making innovative 
cyanotype prints. The final results are to be cast in bronze and will be 
installed at the Highgate Festival alongside work created by Year 10 
students at Parliament Hill. 

Year 13 exhibition
The end-of-year exhibition continued to be a highlight of the school year 

with a showcase style exhibition in the Ark Gallery, where students curated 
and selected a sample of their definitive works. With creative, challenging, 
and diverse work on display, each student demonstrated individual and 
original responses. These exhibitions are always exciting and this year the 
attempt was to create a professional exhibition to showcase and celebrate 
the students’ talents. Ambitious and idiosyncratic work demonstrated the 
students’ individuality and artistic maturity. These exhibitions are always 

significant for the department and this year the attempt was to create a 
beacon in what has been a challenging year. The socially distanced private 
view evening was especially well attended and comments attested to the 
brilliance of the students’ visual achievements. 

Young Art
Channing has entered this competition since its inception and the 

current exhibition is the 30th. During my tenure we have entered every 
year and students have been represented in numbers, year on year, and as 
this is a countywide open exhibition, in a very large proportion. We have 
won many prizes and commendations including several first prizes/rector’s 
prizes. We enjoy a favourable reputation with the RCA and the ‘Young Art’ 
venture and maintain positive connections, which enhance our reputation 
for outstanding art teaching. Staff represent the school and attend private 
views and the exhibitions and we celebrate the students’ achievements 
with the realisation that the true purpose of  ‘Young Art’ is to raise money 
for cancer research, specifically for cancers affecting young people. To 
contribute to this cause and to help raise close to £100,000 yearly is the 
reason we participate. Many congratulations to the students who were 
selected to exhibit their artwork at this year’s (delayed from 2020) online 
exhibition in April: this is a tremendous achievement. A special mention to 
prize winners Anna Vershkova and Amy Grayson. We hope the venture will 
continue to prosper in 2022. 
Mr Andrew Haworth, Head of Art
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Was the Classics Department daunted by the 
anxiety and upheaval of this year?  Not a bit 
of it; teachers and students rose heroically 
to the occasion, muttering forsitan et haec 
meminisse iuvabit to anyone who cared to 
listen and contributing to a range of school 
activities.

For international women’s day we produced 
a resource on remarkable women in antiquity. 
Lily Blue Harper in Y13, fresh from her EPQ 
on Lysistrata, Aspasia and Heloise, contributed 
some slides on Aspasia, mistress of Pericles 
and a philosopher in her own right. We also 
looked at the poet Sappho, pharaoh Cleopatra, 
philosopher-scientist Hypatia, Agrippina the 
Elder and her daughter Agrippina the Younger 
and the poet Sulpicia. It was important to 
celebrate the achievements of these women 
and remember that the ancient world was more 
diverse than it may first appear. Students were 
given the chance to vote on their favourite: 
Agrippina the Younger and her resilience was 
most often chosen, though Sappho came a close 
second. 

Mythologers has run with three different 
weekly sessions this year so that our keen 
classicists from Years 7, 8 and 9 can enjoy 
learning more about the ancient world. It 
has been great to get together to learn about 
mythology and geography in the Spring term, 
learning about the myths surrounding Mount 
Etna and the Messina Strait, and the Odyssey in 
the Summer term. Activities have ranged from 
dramatisations of Odysseus and Calypso on the 
island of Ogygia to writing letters from Penelope 
to her husband in his absence fighting at Troy. 
Next year we hope to look at Virgil’s Aeneid and 
read the book ‘Roman Story: Empire’s End’ by 
Leila Rasheed. 

The Ellery Programme ran a popular 
archaeology course for the second year running. 
We had seven enthusiastic Year 7 students 
looking at representations of women over 
more than 25,000 years, debating whether 
the Parthenon marbles should be returned to 
Greece, and learning about the Mycenaeans and 
the Celts. 

Classics Society had to go remote this 
year, but has been no less busy for that, with 
contributions from across the department and 
beyond. Readers will notice a strongly feminist 
theme running through the year. 

Three students chose to look at the ancient 
world in more depth for their EPQ. We enjoyed 
hearing Lily Blue Harper present on Lysistrata, 
Aspasia and Heloise, while Alix Cronkshaw 
researched the attitudes of the Romans towards 
slavery, looking at Plautus, Cicero, Varro, Cato 
the Elder and Seneca. Finally, Melissa Redman 

looked into the ways in which science can shed a 
light on the life and death of Tutankhamun. 

Lily Blue Harper, who hopes to study Classics 
at Cambridge next year, generously allowed 
us to post her Channing Project presentation, 
a masterly investigation into the tradition of 
Aspasia, a fifth century female companion of 
Pericles. Aspasia was, if her reputation is to 
be believed, admired and respected by many 
eminent contemporaries and is even credited 
with helping Pericles with his famous funeral 
speech (see Thucydides Histories Book 2). 
Lily Blue continued this line of research for her 
Extended Project ‘From Lysistrata to Aspasia: 
is it ever possible to use classical models 
of female activism constructively, without 
distortion?’ which she presented live to Class. 
Soc. Alix Cronkshaw followed suit with her EPQ 
presentation, a thoughtful investigation into the 
treatment of slavery in Latin literature. 

Thanks to the efforts of Miss McNamara and 
our librarian Miss Ramsden, we have enjoyed 
no fewer than three ‘visits’ by external speakers. 
Dr Katerina Velentza, lecturer at Centre for 
Maritime Archaeology at Southampton, spoke 
about the maritime transport of sculptures in 
the ancient Mediterranean. Her fascinating talk 
arose from her own up-to-the-minute research 
and gave our pupils a tantalising glimpse of a 
university course. Emily Iin, who works at a 
gallery of contemporary art, introduced us to the 
post-second world war artist Anselm Kiefer and 
his arresting sculptures of ancient women. Much 
of his earlier work centres on the Holocaust; 
Kiefer wished, Ms Iin told us, ‘to give a voice to 
those who have been either muted or silenced 
by their oppressors’. Alex Logan, a professional 
Classicist, then gave us ‘From Praxiteles to pop 
stars: visual depictions of the female form from 
the classical to the modern,’ on how the female 
form has been objectified by artists throughout 
the western classical tradition. 

We invited English and Drama students to 
join us for a talk by the author and playwright 
Samantha Ellis, kindly introduced to us by 
the Librarian Miss Ramsden. She is author 
of ‘Phyllis: I’m still burning’, one of the ’15 
Heroines’ monologues based on Ovid’s 
‘Heroides’ (rehearsed and performed at the 
Jermyn Street Theatre last November) and of a 
literary memoir ‘How to be a Heroine’, about the 
literary heroines who have shaped her. Samantha 
talked to students about how she adapted Ovid’s 
text and other versions of the myth, taking on 
Ovid in the age of #metoo, the practicalities 
of putting on a play during a lockdown and 
the support she gets from her writers’ group 
amongst other things. It was a fascinating talk 
and inspired lots of audience questions. 

We listened to Ms Melvin in an extensive 
interview discussing literacy among women 
in the ancient world - more widespread and 
advanced, apparently, than scholars have 
traditionally assumed. Mrs Elliot used the school 
set of Virtual Reality headsets (still quite a new, 
and very popular toy for the department) to 
take us on a virtual tour of Roman Provence. In 
between these intellectual treats, department 
staff have been regularly posting news of virtual 
theatre events, lectures and competitions. The 
prize for spotting and advertising the most must 
surely go to Miss McNamara. Any students who 
followed up all that has been posted on the Class. 
Soc. ‘stream’ would have had their knowledge 
and appreciation of the ancient world and its 
influence dramatically expanded. The effort 
involved in teaching remotely for much of the 
year, and sometimes in switching from face-to-
face to remote mode at short notice, has taxed all 
of us and we look forward to a calmer year ahead. 
Nonetheless we are proud of our department – of 
all the students who, for the most part, continued 
to give of their best and strove to make the best 
of a difficult situation, and of our teachers: Ms 
Melvin, Ms McNamara and Dr Devlin. 
Mrs Sarah Elliot, Head of Classics

Classics

Lily Blue Harper’s Channing Project –  an 
investigation into the tradition of Aspasia 
– was one of the highlights of the year in 
the Classics department
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Computing
A high-quality computing education equips 
pupils to use computational thinking and 
creativity to understand and change the world. 
Computing has deep links with mathematics, 
science and design and technology, and provides 
insights into both natural and artificial systems. 
The use of computers and the Internet is 
growing day by day at high speed. There have 
been plenty of activities that have taken place 
both inside and outside of the confines of the 
syllabus this year; here are just some of the 
highlights.

Bebras Computing Challenge 2021
Year 9 participated in the Bebras UK 

Computing Challenge which introduces 
computational thinking to students. The 
students were entered for the intermediate 
challenge and the girls did extremely well. 
123,368 students participated across the UK, 
with a national average score of 65 and a regional 
average across Greater London schools of 78, 
but Channing’s average score of 88 was well 
above these averages! Congratulations to all 
those girls who took part. Of the 94 Channing 
students who were entered, 14 achieved Gold, 
25 achieved a Distinction and 23 were awarded 
Merits. Special congratulations goes to Natalia 
Boardman, 9SP who achieved a massive score of 
167, which was best in school.

Henney Competition 2021
The Henney Prize for computer graphics is an 

award open to all girls in Year 7 who produce a 
piece of computer art using the Paper drawing 
application. There were some impressive entries 
demonstrating creativity and the ability to use 
the graphics tools effectively, with Florence 
Garner, Alice Mountain and Maya Coetzee of 7C 
all highly commended. The overall winner was 
Siana Chamalidis in 7ME.

Robotics Club - a student’s view
I joined the Robotics club in the Autumn 

term. It was the first time I had ever constructed 
a robot and it was a great experience. I was in 
a group with two of my friends. We made a 
robot out of Lego Technic that we then used to 
compete in competitions with the other groups 
in the club. My group finished our robot first and 
it was fun to drive our robot for the first time.

Once we had finished our robot for the first 
time we realised that the axis wasn’t straight 
and that the wheels would not turn. In the end, 
however, I managed to fix it and we were able to 
use it.

During Robotics Club I also constructed a 

small sailing boat with a jib and main sail. It 
also had a winch that could be used to tighten 
the sails. I really enjoyed making the model 
sailing boat since I like to sail myself. After I had 
finished the boat my friend and I started to build 
a trailer that we could use to transport the boat.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Robotics Club 
because I was able to learn how the robots we 
made worked, as well as spending time with my 
friends.
By Elizabeth Berry-Roe, 7L

When we joined Robotics Club we built 
the robot in around five to six weeks as we 
encountered many different problems, for 
example, attaching wires to wrong parts of the 
robot and inserting the metal rods into the wrong 
hole. While programming the robot we had some 
issues with the program, for example, there were 
problems downloading the programs we had 
coded to the robot. But once we got the hang 
of it we had fun programming our robot to go 
around an obstacle course that we constructed. It 
was extremely fun and enjoyable. 

The robots take a long time to make but it is 
worth it as there is a very joyful atmosphere every 
Wednesday and at the end it is so fun controlling 
your robot and programming it online.
By Ester Keep, 7MO and Winnie Dingel, 7W

In the beginning of the summer term I joined 
Robotics Club as coding is something that 
I really enjoy. Sadly I was not there to build 
our robot, but I have had lots of fun building 
courses to drive my group’s robot through and 
programming the robot to perform a variety of 

of tasks. When building obstacle courses for 
our robot, I encountered problems with making 
bridges out of blocks and boxes, as I had trouble 
balancing it. I solved this by using other blocks 
to support the bridge.

While coding I had lots of fun using angles 
and even added a small tune at the end. Overall 
I really enjoyed the club and made many new 
connections with people in our year and 
strengthened my friendship with people in my 
group.
By Valeria Dolzhenko, 7L

GCHQ CyberFirst Girls’ Competition
Year 8 students participated in the CyberFirst 

Girls’ Competition, a national competition 
organised by the National Cyber Security Centre 
at GCHQ. It is an exciting competition to inspire 
and encourage young girls to consider a career in 
cyber security.

The CyberFirst Girls Competition is made up 
of two parts: the first is a set of online challenges 
covering four main cyber security topics: logic 
and coding, cryptography, networking and 
cybersecurity

Congratulations to the 8SP Frogs: Anna 
George, Effy Osborne, Catherine Stobart and 
Eva Slessenger, who qualified for the CyberFirst 
Girls’ Competition semi-final 2021.

The competition involved the girls solving 
problems in logic and coding, cyber security, 
networking and Cryptography. The team 
managed to score a huge total of 4032 points.

Here are the testimonials of the 8SP Frogs: 

Robotics Club offered students the exciting opportunity to build their own robots
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Catherine: When I first logged in, I thought 
I couldn’t do anything and everything was 
just confusing, but I started my research 
and eventually everything came together. I 
then realised that the challenges were rather 
straightforward! So I got to work going through 
as many challenges as I could, and before I knew 
it, I had started, and completed some expert 
challenges! Now this is where it got tricky, 
as the challenges were now getting more and 
more complicated, which meant more and more 
research. These challenges were extremely 
difficult, but I managed to persevere and 
complete some of them.

One of the expert challenges was especially 
interesting and challenging – this was the “Diffie 
Hellman” key exchange. This involves two 
people who are able to calculate a secret key 
even though their communication is public i.e. 
their “enemies” can access their communication. 
Mathematically, the process involves raising 
one large number to the power of another large 
number and calculating the remainder after 
dividing by a third large number. First I did this 
by hand, which took me about 90 minutes, but 
unfortunately, I made a mistake halfway through! 
Then I turned to my computer and wrote a 20 
line computer programme and got the right 
answer!

Eva: At first I thought I wouldn’t be able to do 
any of the puzzles as I always found coding and 
cryptography very confusing. However, after 
watching the videos on cyber security, I knew 
there was at least one question I could try to 
figure out. At first the cyber security questions 
were self explanatory and quite simple but they 
gradually got a lot harder. With the help of 
some common knowledge and research, I soon 
found my groove and was able to complete a few 
challenges. I knew the next stage was going to be 
a lot harder but hoped that if we tried the same 
tactic of teamwork again, we would be able to 
pull through.
Anna: When the competition first started lots of 
the questions didn’t make sense to me but after 
discussing them with my team they explained 
to me how to solve them and it really helped 
me understand what I had to do. As we did this 
at home and not in school, as many of us have 
experienced, the Wifi was down! I did, however, 
manage to do some research to help others in the 
group that were struggling with challenges and 
so I felt that we worked really well as a team.
Effy: When we started I thought it was going 
to be impossible and that we would never even 
complete one. When I started looking at the 
questions they all confused me as I have never 
done anything like this before. After I asked my 
teammates and they explained what to do and 
what the codes mean, I tried out lots of methods 
to solve them but unfortunately I didn’t have 

time. This was very exciting to me and a new 
experience. I am excited to carry on with these 
challenges.

CyberFirst Girls’ Competition 
Development Day

In the CyberFirst course development day 
we gained experience working in various 
departments of a cyber security company. We 
learnt about Digital Forensics, cryptography, 
open source intelligence and penetration 
testing. We worked in lots of different groups 
and interacted with each other to figure out the 
answers together. I really enjoyed cryptography 
because we encrypted a secret message into a 
picture and worked out the messages from lots 
of sources.

At the end of the course we played capture 
the flag which was very similar to the CyberFirst 
Girls’ Competition but we had to do the 
questions under a time constraint. It asked us 
questions about what we had done in the course 
and other subjects, for example decoding secret 
messages; it was really fun! In the end my team 
solved a lot of puzzles and we came second 
overall.

At the very end of the course we had a talk 
to learn a little more about CyberFirst and 
everything you can do. I really enjoyed the 
development day and learnt a lot more about how 
important each field of work is, and I had a lot of 
fun.
By Sylvie Leong , Year 9

GCSE Computer Science
Channing’s first cohort taking IGCSE Computer 
Science attained excellent results with 53% 

achieving a grade 9 and 89% getting grades 9-7. 
Here are some comments from current Year 10 
students:
Though Computer Science may seem like a 
daunting subject, you almost immediately realise 
that it is very fun and insightful. Not only is this 
Computer Science iGCSE useful to prepare us 
to go into the increasingly more technologically 
advanced world, but it also develops your 
problem solving, logic and analytical skills. I 
have found the problem-solving questions to be 
especially interesting, since they require more 
attention to detail and are more challenging. 
Coding in Python has trained me to be more 
resilient, as well as more efficient in my work 
and more careful when doing so. The theoretical 
side of the subject is also equally interesting, 
since I have acquired a basic knowledge of how 
everything works around me, which is definitely a 
very useful skill for the future. Though computer 
science may seem difficult and frustrating at 
times, it is absolutely worth it when you are able 
to apply the skills you learn in the classroom to 
more practical challenges.
By Maria Kirpichnikova, Year 9

I have really loved the Computer Science Course 
throughout the year. We have covered a range 
of topics, which I have really enjoyed, and learnt 
lots of new skills which I can apply not only 
in this subject, but in many others. We learnt 
about Von Neumann Architecture, Primary 
and Secondary storage, conversions between 

The Year 8 team of 8SP Frogs qualified 
for the semi-finals of the CyberFirst Girls’ 
Competition, which aims to inspire and 
encourage young girls to consider a career 
in cyber security
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Binary, Hexadecimal and Denary, Sensors, Data 
Transmission and Data Protection Methods. 
My favourite thing we have learnt this year is 
Logic Gates, because it has given me skills such 
as problem solving, logical thinking and also 
teaches me to ensure I do things in the right 
order. I also find them really fun! These skills 
are useful in many other subjects as well, such as 
maths. In addition, on top of theory we have also 
done lots of practical work. 

In the majority of lessons this year, we are 
given a practice paper to do during the lesson or 
as homework. These help me apply my computer 
theory knowledge to exam-style questions, 
but also help me gain skills when it comes to 
practical work. This year we have learnt how to 
draw and dry run flowcharts, write pseudocode, 
code on Python and also learnt how to detect 
errors in pseudocode. I chose Computer Science 
as technology is constantly evolving and will 
continue to be a massive part of my future. I have 
found the course so far really fun and engaging, 
and I am always enthusiastic as to what we are 
going to learn next. 
By Annie Swimer, 10SP

I decided to choose IGCSE Computer 
Science because of the impact that it is going 
to have on our world. Despite being slightly 
intimidated by the subject, it has quickly become 
one of the lessons that I like most due to the 
creativity involved. The variety of theory and 
practical topics throughout the course mean 
that no two lessons are the same and there are 
always new questions for us to try. I find the 
theory content more challenging because it is 
quite complicated, however, it is fascinating to 
be able to learn about the way that computers 
work (the Von Neumann architecture), as well 
as other things that I have noticed in my daily 
life, but never understood, for example, how 

cookies and firewalls work. I really like the 
practical side of the Computer Science course, 
especially logic gates and Python programming, 
because there are so many different challenges 
and tasks to code programs for and they often 
relate to different subjects. As an example, at the 
beginning of the year we coded a program that 
could input the radius of a circle and calculate its 
area and perimeter. 

A program that I found particularly interesting 
to work on was one that could work out whether 
any number was a prime number or not. I am 
really excited to continue studying Computer 
Science in Year 11!
By Grace Nash, Year 10

I have really enjoyed my first year learning 
the IGCSE Computer Science course. We 

have learnt a combination of programming and 
theory, both of which have been engaging and 
challenging in different ways. We have looked 
at Von Neumann architecture, which I found 
particularly interesting, as well as learning about 
security and input and output devices. 

The theory side can be hard to understand at 
first but, after some explanation and application 
of knowledge it gets better. I have especially 
enjoyed the programming side of the course, as 
I am able to use my logical thinking skills and 
work through a problem step by step. It is quite a 
creative process and everyone in the class inputs 
ideas to solve tasks set by Mr Holmes. 

It is really exciting to see how everyone else 
has worked and how their answers are different 
to yours.
By Ava Tiefenbrun, Year 10

The Henney Prize for computer graphics is an award open to all girls in Year 7 who produce a piece of computer art using the Paper 
drawing application. From left to right: Florence Garner, Maya Coetzee and Siana Chamalidis. Siana’s was the winner

Alice Mountain in Year 7’s entry for the Henney Prize for computer graphics
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Nora Jovine, Year 13
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Drama & Theatre Studies
With Drama and Theatre Studies students, 
you can always rely on one thing: adaptability. 
This year saw our GCSE and A level students 
adapt to the most unusual blending, changing 
and rearranging of their usual working 
methods. 

What really encapsulates the Channing Drama 
student, though, is the way in which they take 
all this in their stride and still manage to create 
meaningful theatre. In particular, we saw some 
inspiring and provocative devised work. It is 
always my highlight of the academic year, as the 
Head of Department, as it is the moment when 
the exam curriculum encourages young people 
to use their voice to comment on the world 
around us. My stand out moments of this year 
were found in two devised performance pieces; 
Year 13 students’ ‘The 97%’ presented the 
ongoing battle with sexism young women face 
today, whereas ‘Cupid 19’ from the Year 11 
group gave us the opportunity to find some light 
relief whilst concisely summed up the key issues 
faced by the UK during the pandemic.

The Extended Project Qualification conducted 
by Drama and Theatre studies in Year 13 
was another wonderful example of creativity 
born out of necessity. Starting in lockdown, 
Hannah Schlenker and Lily Bea Howe designed, 
directed and co-wrote ‘The Director’ which was 
rehearsed almost exclusively online, before the 
final technical rehearsal and performance took 
place in the Arundel Centre. A number of Year 
13 students performed as various characters 
in the dystopian world, controlled by a sinister 
voice over, whose instructions and directions 
dictated the fates of all - including the audience 
who were immersed in the experience of the 
piece. Staff were unsettled and stirred to be led 
down the corridor to the performance space with 
their ‘identity documents’ and asked to sit within 
the set and watch the story unfold around them.

Our Year 13 students were exceptional 
this year, with a calibre of acting, devising 
and design work that was a joy to witness. An 
extract from ‘Top Girls’ and a spellbinding 
devised performance in response to the recent 
‘Everyone’s Invited’ website and subsequent 
exposé of the experence of young women in 
their teens produced a thought-provoking, 
amusing and at times harrowing piece that could 
be a useful tool in any school’s sex education 
provision. Niamh Walter’s portrayal of Jess 
Phillips reading the names of the women 
murdered at the hands of men was a theatrical 
scene which eerily imitated life through fiction. 
Seeing the names of the women, ending with 
Sarah Everard, sent chills down the spine. I 
was so impressed by the nuance of both their 
understanding of the issues at play – from young 

men feeling pressured to embody ‘lad culture’ 
to the unique pressures felt by young women 
to ‘do it all, have it all and look effortless in the 
process’ gave the audience a specific sense of 
the zeitgeist of 2021. I am proud to report that 
Hannah Schlenker, the designer of the cohort, is 
continuing her love of Drama through a Theatre 
Design course at Rose Bruford College and they 
are very lucky to receive such a committed and 
talented student.

The GCSE students in Year 11 provided 
us with a satirical look at what has been a year 
dictated by the government in a way like no 
others this decade. Charlie Pearce’s comedic 
portrayal of Boris Johnson was unforgettable for 
all the right (and wrong!) reasons, as the group 
captured the distinct dichotomy between policy 
and practice, which for many of us has defined 
the Covid-19 era, and the varying responses 
from governments worldwide.

Many groups tackled big issues, including 
the Black Lives Matter Movement and the aim 
to elevate black voices and the black experience 
in Britain. The Drama Department at Channing 
is committed to exploring and understanding a 
wider cultural experience and aiming to extend 
that through the texts we study with our students 
and the professional theatre we choose to watch. 
Year 12 and 13 went to see ‘Constellations’ 
starring Sheila Atim and Ivanno Jeremiah, 
in which a young black couple negotiate the 
personal politics of relationships, life and death. 
It was a highly unusual production that, in 
turn, facilitates four different casts of varying 
sexualities, ages, ethnicities and genders. The 
students and teachers were thrilled to be back in 

the West End and watching a production in the 
flesh. The performance is on (with various cast 
members) until September, so catch it while you 
can!

Year 12 created a sensitive portrayal of three 
sisters in Helen Edmunson’s ‘Mary Shelley’, a 
play about how the writer of ‘Frankenstein’ met 
and fell in love with poet Percy Bysshe Shelley. 
The students brought the Shared Experience 
physical style to the text with some moving 
and graceful performance moments. It was a 
wonderful moment to see the students create 
their first group performance of the year with 
such imagination and responsiveness as an 
ensemble.

Year 11 students showed their tenacity and 
determination in their preparation of monologue 
pieces developed at home, which were then 
finally performed in the Arundel Centre. The 
range of texts encapsulated Greek Theatre, 
kitchen sink dramas and even a drop of Wildean 
wit. Students had prepared these monologues 
at home, with support from teachers, which is 
no mean feat: performing with others gives one 
so much to bounce off, in terms of energy and 
motivation to say the least. We were pleased 
with the level of determination the students had 
shown and their independent learning skills were 
certainly developed in this process.

Year 10 GCSE Drama students hit the 
ground running with some insightful, comedic 
and (even robotic!) responses to the stimulus 
material offered by the exam board. Each year 
we receive a phrase, a quotation, an image 
and a song as the starting point for making an 
original piece of theatre.This year, the responses 

Year 11 students showed their tenacity in their preparation of monologue pieces 
developed at home, which were then finally performed in the Arundel Centre
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provided great comedy and also moments of 
inventiveness, as the students used Steven 
Berkoff’s Total Theatre. The mime skills and 
physical exaggeration the performers displayed 
showed their willingness to expand their 
acting to more stylised and caricatured work. 
Conversely, in the performance of their set text, 
Dennis Kelly’s ‘DNA’, students provided us 
with food for thought on the unpleasantness 
of teenagers to protect their own interests and 
turn on the weaker members of their group as 
they cover up a terrible accident. We saw some 
stand out performances which insight, attention 
to detail and spatial awareness required  for the 
promenade performance.

More than simply teaching pupils the 
curriculum, Drama was instrumental in 
enriching friendships, expanding knowledge 
of different performance styles and giving 
students the freedom for self-expression. Key 
to the far-reaching success of the subject, is also 
what happens outside lessons. Take the Year 7 
Drama Club, which was a combination of filmed 
short devised pieces, to post-lockdown playing 
in House games and completing improvisation 
tasks. The ingenuity and fearlessness of the 
youngest students is a testament to their ability 
to think outside of the box. Year 8 Drama Club 
students explored improvisation and stand up 
comedy to great effect, creating a wealth of 
entertaining performances and developing their 
comic timing, which can be a tough nut to crack! 
Springboard sessions offered to Year 13 and 
Year 11 students showcased the experimental 

and adventurous side of the students involved, 
with fantastic results. Site specific performance 
and Theatre of Cruelty workshops allowed the 
participants to experience new ways of making 
and receiving theatre as an audience member. 

I eagerly await the opportunity to report 
back to you this time next year with the stories 
from ‘The Sound of Music’, our first musical at 
Channing for a long time. Highgate Hill(s) will 
be alive….

Ms Jessica Hill, Head of Drama

Year 12 perform an extract from ‘Mary 
Shelley’, depicting the sisters in turmoil 
and despair

Year 13 students performed a 
spellbinding devised performance in 
response to the ‘Everyone’s Invited’ 
website
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LAMDA news
This year, 62 students took the  LAMDA 
Acting Combined course: 36 Year 8s took 
Grade 4 and 26 Year 9s took Grade 5. From 
the beginning of the year, when they started 
choosing characters and scenes, we could see 
what thoughtful and discriminating people 
they are. 

The students must select two scenes to work 
on, one from a list of 20 set by  LAMDA and 
the other is a free choice (albeit from published 
material). At Channing, we encourage each 
student to pick their own unique combination 
of scenes and to make them as contrasting as 
possible, in order to provide an opportunity 
for them to show a wide range of skills. For the 
free choice scene, students can choose from the 
department’s library or from something that has 
interested them in the wider world of theatre, 
film, or literature. In previous years, the teachers 
provided a personally tailored selection as a 
starting point. However, this year we handed over 
more ownership to the students, as the script 
library has been digitised and uploaded to the  
LAMDA Google Site, and so the students were 
able to browse the whole collection. They made 
astute choices from the library, which ranged in 
style and content from comedy, such as ‘A Family 
Affair' by Alexander Ostrovsky, to tragedy, such 
as ‘Dreams of Anne Frank’ by Bernard Kops, and 
social drama from ‘Rise Up’ by Lisa Evans (which 
explores outrageous injustices in black history). 
This year, it was exciting to see a significant 
number of students deciding to branch out and 
make a unique original choice from their own 
experiences. The students adapted scenes from 
novels such as ‘Cue for Treason’, ‘Thunderhead’ 
and ‘Anne of Green Gables’, or from graphic 
novels such as ‘Kimetsu no yaiba’ (‘Demon 
Slayer’) and ‘Batman: The Killing Joke’. Others 
selected scenes from plays they had seen such 
as ‘Harry Potter and the Cursed Child’ and 
‘Wicked’, or worked on in Drama classes ‘The 
Importance of Being Earnest’, or screenplays 
such as ‘Fences’ by August Wilson (again acutely 
attuned to complex social issues) and ‘The 
Muppet Movie’, or bringing their own favourite 
scenes from Shakespeare. Their imaginative 
choices will now be added to the  LAMDA 
library, thus enriching it for next year's students. 
A notable feature of their scene selections, both 
from within the script library and outside it, was 
that given more creative freedom, they showed 
such an invigorating diversity of interests. Their 
thoughtful choosing led to great insight and 
commitment in their interpretation of their 
scenes.  

The ongoing pandemic meant the students 
were endeavouring to practice drama in unusual 
circumstances. Nevertheless, they were resilient 

and inventive. For example, they learnt screen 
acting skills in addition to the usual theatrical 
ones as a consequence of part of the course being 
conducted through Google Meets. The pandemic 
also affected the  LAMDA showcases which were 
filmed in front of their  LAMDA peers rather than 
a full audience of friends and family. While that 
meant it didn’t quite have the same ‘for one night 
only’ excitement, it did have the benefit of family, 
friends and themselves being able to watch and 
rewatch the recordings. Their performances 
were poised yet scintillating, and inventively 
realised the wise script choices they had made. 
Their ownership of their performances made for 
powerful theatre. You can see for yourself here: 
https://sites.google.com/channing.co.uk/
channing-drama/2020-2021/ LAMDA

The following week the students took their 
examinations with four different  LAMDA 
examiners watching online. The results this year 
were outstanding. All the students passed with 
honours: 32 were awarded Distinctions and 
12 Merits (with very high marks). This is a just 
reward for this wonderful group of students and 
their awards are a testament to their dedication 
and imaginative adaptability. We are immensely 
proud of all their achievements: in class; in the 
Showcase; and in these final results. 

The students fill in a feedback questionnaire 
on the course, so that we can make refinements 
in response to their experience and it also gives 
them a chance to express their enthusiasm! The 
following gives a taster of their responses:

What was your favourite thing about the  

LAMDA course?
Being able to express myself in  LAMDA and 

also having the opportunity to work closely with 
others for an amazing end result.

I enjoyed working on my pieces and watching 
the characters evolve.

Seeing how much I progressed and learning 
new things - seeing improvements through the 
year.

Working in such a supportive group, because I 
didn’t feel judged at all, and I had so much fun.

I really enjoyed working on my duologue and 
seeing everyone’s performance in the showcase.

Performing at the showcase.
My favourite thing in this year's  LAMDA 

course was when, towards the end, we had 
memorised everything, and you could just have 
fun performing and perfecting with our  LAMDA 
team.

The freedom of choosing our pieces and how 
we interpreted them.

Reading all the different pieces and choosing 
from them.

It was great to have the experience and helped 
me gain confidence

My favourite thing was the environment and 
the performing - it is really nice to have a small 
group of people and a teacher, who makes 
performing fun and not have to worry about 
making mistakes or doing something differently 
that might end in utter disaster.

Being able to become confident and enjoy 
drama with friends. I also enjoyed meeting new 
people in my year and becoming closer with 
them. I liked performing with other people and I 



19

found it interesting to see how in the showcase if 
two people had chosen the same piece they had 
interpreted it differently.

Being able to create my own acting piece and 
working closely with others.

Coming out of my comfort zone.

What aspects of LAMDA were most useful or 
valuable to you?

Learning to speak louder and performing in 
front of others.

How to deliver lines and be more confident.
LAMDA made me much more confident in 

myself and my acting skills. It also taught me 
many more acting skills to help me with drama 
overall.

Filling in all of the worksheets because it really 
helped me see how to portray my character in a 
more believable and different way.

Confidence with not just acting but in real life 
too.

Probably the times when we watched each 
other and gave feedback, also reading the whole 
plays that our scenes were from.

I think I learnt teamwork and also how to stick 
to deadlines.

I think that  LAMDA helped me improve my 
confidence and public speaking, especially when 
performing in front of others.

Understanding how the characters felt at 
different times - the subtext.

The one on one learning.
The confidence you get from doing  LAMDA 

has really helped me, from going into tests or 
being more adventurous when performing.

Is there anything else you would like to 
comment on?

They handled the lockdown really well.
I really enjoyed the  LAMDA course.
I loved  LAMDA, it was so much fun - an 

amazing teacher who always helps us when we're 
stuck.

Overall, I really enjoyed LAMDA this year and 
I think it really helped me with my confidence 
and drama skills.

I think it is a great course that helps with lots 
of important skills such as public speaking and 
confidence.

Just that I had a wonderful time, thank you!
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Economics
Yet again the Covid-19 pandemic has kept our 
subject alive with new content to discuss and 
apply key economic concepts to. We had lively 
discussions about the most efficient, effective 
and ethical way to rollout the vaccination 
programme; making comparisons with other 
countries (and all of this on a Google Meet). 
Our economists have become experts in 
hybrid learning and they were able to make 
the transition between virtual and physical 
schooling seamlessly as the economy moved in 
and out of lockdowns. 

After the cancellation of public examinations 
last year who would have thought that our 
Year 13 economists would be facing the same 
dilemma again this summer? Sure enough, with 
the announcement in January and just like the 
mammoth task of the vaccine programme rollout, 
our Year 13 economists rose to the challenge of 
completing a series of assessments over a period 
of time. The department was impressed with 
their fortitude, tenacity and measured approach 
used to deal with the uncertainty and the volume 
of Government guidance issued surrounding 
teacher-assessed grades. 

Once the assessments were completed, our 
Year 13 economists returned (after some well-
deserved rest) to the SpringBoard programme. 
This year, we used the opportunity for our 
Year 13 economists to impart their knowledge, 
understanding and passion for the subject to 
Year 11 students. Year 13 economists and 
geographers worked together to create a global 
trading game for the Year 11 students to play. 

Year 11 students were put into small teams of 
countries. Through this game, they experienced 
the inequalities surrounding international 
trade and the complexities of geopolitics and 
international relations. We were impressed 
with their creative and realistic scenarios that 
caused tensions between countries to run high; 
especially the separation of the UK where 
Scotland became independent but then later on 
reunited. Much edutainment was had by all!

Our Year 12 economists were invited to 
join the Economics Discussion Group where 
we examined critically a number of ethical and 
societal issues. they read extensive published 
research on topics such as; economics of 
marriage, economics of war, and something of 
huge interest to me, UK prison reform. Some 
Year 12 economists used their initiative to 
plan and deliver an informative assembly on the 
Budget 2021 for younger pupils. 

Year 8 pupils were very appreciative of Lara 
Sassoon, Isabel Fetterman, Hannah Percival 
and Charlotte Parrott and their detailed 
understanding of the main changes and the 

consequences for the economy. They were able 
to communicate and relay this information to 
Year 8 pupils in a clear and digestible way. 

We are equally hugely proud of our Year 12 
students who embraced all the challenges of the 
lockdown period and remote learning. They 
have been phenomenal in their approach and 
attitude to learning. In our remote lessons, they 
have been on time, focused, asking intelligent 
questions and keeping up to date on all the 
economic news.

Finally, a huge congratulations to this 
year’s joint winners of The Fraser & Russell 
Prize for Economics, Yasmin Ghobadian and 
Sarah Haskel. They have been a real asset to 
our subject along with our other departing 
economists. In particular, Sarah Haskel, who 
completed her EPQ “If money is a social 
construct, why is it so valuable?” She gave 
a fascinating presentation focusing on key 
elements such as what is money and its functions. 

Ms Newman and I wish our Year 13 the very 
best for the future. They have been an absolute 
joy to teach and we are certain that they will make 
a real positive change in the world. We will miss 
them! 

Thank you also to Ms Newman for her 
continued dedication and hard work, especially 
during another extremely challenging year. 

Mrs Gurvinder Bhamra-Burgess, Head of 
Economics

As part of the SpringBoard programme, Year 11 students took part in a series of 
discussions based around how global economics works 
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As part of the SpringBoard programme, 
Year 13 economists and geographers worked 
together to create a global trading game for 
the Year 11 students to play
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Year 8 Book Club
This year in Book Club, Y8s met Tracy 
Darnton, who is the author of many good books 
(‘The Rules’ and ‘The Truth About Lies’ to 
name two) and read many interesting books. 
Tracy was our author pen pal and, as well as 
having two Google Meets with her, we discussed 
different books – ‘1984’ being one of them – 
and her own books.

One book we read this year was ‘To Kill 
A Mockingbird’ by Harper Lee. ‘To Kill A 
Mockingbird’ is a novel about race, hatred and 
segregation in Alabama in 1933. This book is 
told from a child’s point of view and puts the 
adult concept of injustice and racism into simple 
terms. It’s a classic that we fully recommend 
and we enjoyed discussing how the issue of race 
inequality is still relevant today. 

More recently, we read the novel ‘A Kestrel 
For A Knave’ by Barry Hines. It is set in the 
1960s and the main character is a young boy 
called Billy. The story focuses on his daily life, 
how unfortunate it was to be poor and the effects 
it could have on your life. The kestrel is a very 
symbolic character, while it is a bird, it is also 
Billy’s only friend and it symbolises hope. We 
see the relationship between Billy and Kez (the 
kestrel) right from the start when he finds her. 
Kez was his one escape from all his hardships. 
We really enjoyed this book as it is extremely 
interesting and we feel it is under-appreciated 
by children today.

Overall, we have found Year 8 Book Club a 
great opportunity to read challenging books that 
we wouldn’t normally read and discuss them 
with each other, and it has been a privilege to 
read some of them with a professional author.  

By Sereny Staite, Elizabeth Shepherd and 
Saskia Chadha, Year 8

The ESU (English Speaking Union) School’s 
Mace Debating Competition is the oldest and 
largest debating competition in the UK, which 
enables students from all over the country 
to strengthen their public speaking, critical 
thinking, teamwork and presentation skills. 
It enables students to engage in a variety of 
interesting and challenging cross-curricular 
topics, boosting their confidence and widening 
their perspectives on different global issues. 

The overwhelming majority of students 
attending the ESU competition are articulate, 
clever and confident – all skills that are 
necessary to be a successful debater. Although 
due to the circumstances I had to participate in 
the ESU virtually this year, I still strongly believe 
that this competition has been a remarkable 
experience that allowed me to configure a 

strong and coherent argument on my motion, 
to become more quick witted and propose valid 
points of information for my opposition and to 
communicate well with my peers to ensure an 
overall effective presentation of our arguments. 
I look forward to participating again next year 

(hopefully in person) to further develop my 
skills as a strong, eloquent and persuasive 
speaker alongside my extremely supportive and 
hardworking debate team. 

By Alma Miller, Year 12

English
The Park
 
I remember the park like people remember the departed; a blurred vision, not 
always accurate – a sort of rose-tinted illusion of what they wished someone 
was really like, where the good is remembered and the bad is pushed to the 
back of someone’s mind. But you can’t blame me – I was just a child when I 
made my memories here, and that’s what children tend to do.
Reminiscing, I walk onwards. Great big conker trees still stood at the entrance, 
I remember those trees well. Every autumn when the leaves turned a tea-
stained, paper bag brown and conkers fell we would all go and collect them – 
filling hands, bags and pockets full with as many of those shiny smooth nuts as 
we could, then when we came home we’d put them all in a big box inside and 
keep them for as long as possible - until they started to rot and smell, then my 
mother would complain and throw them all out. I’m not sure why; there didn’t 
seem to be any point in the whole ordeal, but every year, as soon as my father 
buttoned up my navy blue Paddington coat, I put on my wellies and we went 
to the park, I was filled with joy because I knew we were going to collect the 
conkers. 
In the summer everything was pink and golden – I fondly recall the summers I 
spent in the flower garden there. There was always a faint, sweet smell. Whether 
it was the roses or daffodils I can’t remember. My sister and I would run along 
the stony walls in our polka-dot sundresses, sun hats and floppy sandals that 
were far too big for us, but our mother swore that we would grow into. We 
chased the unsuspecting pigeons, and as we picked and sucked on the haughty 
honeysuckle and tasted the sticky, honey-like nectar, the sun would shine warm 
sunbeams down onto the park, casting a yellowish hue over everything, like 
melted gold. 
It was different now.
It was dreary today. It was almost as if the clouds themselves were finding it 
difficult to drag across the sky, bringing rain with them - hard and unforgiving 
droplets. Earlier today I came across a photograph from my youth, taken in this 
park, in fact. It had been left at the bottom of a dust-coated box, long hidden 
away by the many meaningless papers that covered it - unpaid parking tickets, 
water bills and the like. I had looked happy, unbothered, without a care in the 
world, and I didn’t know why but I found myself boarding the next train to 
London.
That’s how I find myself standing here – broken umbrella, mud scraped knees, 
and water slowly filling my boots. Unsure of what to do, I look around at the 
memories that were once so clear. It’s mid October time, I remember – the 
leaves are all tea-stained, paper bag brown and there are conkers everywhere. 
I pick one up; it’s cold, round, but smaller than I remember in my hand. I walk 
around the park – filling hands, bags and pockets with as many as I can.
 
By Erica Mullen, Year 9
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Geography
“Geography helps you to make sense of the 
world around you. It's hands on, relevant and 
fun” (RGS, 2021)

This quote from the Royal Geographical 
Society encapsulates our take on Geography 
at Channing. Throughout each year group we 
have been updating our curriculum to ensure 
that our students have been taught the most 
relevant topics. In Key Stage 3 this year we 
have added the following updates. Year 7 have 
learned the new topic of Exploring Oceans 
where they have discovered ocean circulation, 
pollution, global shipping routes and piracy. 
Thank you to Miss Moor for your expertise with 
this topic. Year 8 students have studied the 
Future of Food looking at food security, why 
is global consumption increasing, theories of 
food security and how we can try to increase 
supply of food. What an important time to study 
this as the world population has surpassed 7.5 
billion people. Many thanks to Ms Bramhall 
for leading on this. Year 9 have had an exciting 
scheme of work on Climate Change exploring 

the evidence for climate change, the causes, 
the effects and what we can do about it. The 
inclusion of Climate Change in Year 9 was 
partly down to the students requesting it and 
we are delighted to have our students play a role 
in our curriculum planning. Thank you to Mr 
Boardman for creating this scheme of work. At 
GCSE our students learn about current topics 
including opportunities and challenges in low 
income and higher income countries, the threats 
of deforestation and desertification, resource 
management and climate change. At A Level 
our students learn about disease dilemmas – a 
topic that the past 18 months has shown could 
not be more relevant. A Level topics also include 
human rights, migration, water and carbon cycle, 
ensuring our students study a diverse range of 
interdependent topics.

Whilst 2020-2021 has been a year where 
restrictions have dominated we have been 
lucky enough to take some field trips with Year 
10 to the Olympic Park back in October and 
more recently in May and June Year 12 have 

carried out some human Geography fieldwork 
at Brick Lane and physical Geography fieldwork 
at Hampstead Heath. On top of that we have 
been able to offer a plethora of virtual lectures, 
mainly run through the RGS including hugely 
exciting lectures on Natural Hazards and Disease 
Dynamics.

We have innovated in our extra-curricular 
offer and have been delighted to offer Key Stage 
3 book club reading the ‘We are Greta” book 
and thank you to our Sixth Form geographers 
for leading and preparing thought provoking 
discussions at Senior Geography Society. 

I want to thank my team of Geography 
teachers, Miss Emily Moor, Mr Andrew 
Boardman and Ms Jessica Bramhall for their 
enthusiasm and excellence in all things 
Geography and all our Channing Geography 
students who come to lessons eager to learn and 
explore.

Mrs Sophie Blake 
Head of Geography 

In a school year disrupted by Covid-19, 
the Year 10 Geography GCSE students 
were finally fortunate to be able to go 
on our field trip to the Olympic Park 
to study the impact of regeneration in 
the Lower Lea Valley area.

Three of the data collection 
methods that we used were a quality of 
life survey, a car number plate survey 
and a field sketch.

We carried out the quality of life 
survey in four different locations 
near/within the Olympic Park area: 
Stratford New Town, Hackney Wick, 
the Copperbox Arena and East Village. 
We assessed the area on a scale of -2 
to 2 on a series of different criteria, 
for example, cleanliness, graffiti and 
traffic. We then found a mean value 
from these assessments and used it 
to inform an overall judgement of the 
quality of life in each area.

Next was the car number plate 
survey: a systematic sampling 
technique by which we selected every 
third car we saw and deduced its 
age from its number plate, following 
the theory that newer cars are more 
expensive to estimate the value of 
the car and therefore, the wealth of 
the people in the area. We recognised 
that there were exceptions to this 

rule, such as vintage cars, but overall it 
gave us an accurate idea of the area’s 
affluence.

Lastly, we did a field sketch of the 
view outside the Copperbox Arena. 
Although the Art students greatly 
outshone the latter on this task, 
each of us produced a field sketch, 
highlighting features of the area that 
would improve an inhabitant’s quality 
of life, such as trees and walkways.
We used these field sketches to see 
the improvements that had been 

made to the Olympic Park area and to 
recognise the positive impact that this 
has had on the quality of life of people 
living nearby. Based on the various 
data that we collected, we found that 
the regeneration of the Olympic Park 
has had a positive impact since 2012, 
however, the effects of regeneration 
are not consistent across the area, so 
vigilance is required to ensure that all 
neighbourhoods benefit equally.

By Grace Nash, Year 10

Year 10 Olympic Park trip

After a difficult year Year 10 geographers enjoyed visiting the Olympic Park
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Springboard Year 11 and Year 13 
During Springboard Year 11 had an exciting 
couple of lessons exploring Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS), which is used to map 
hazards, and to explore how GIS is helping the 
Covid-19 response.

We also had a wonderful collaboration with 
the Geography and Economics departments 
whereby the Year 13 geographers and 
economists planned a trading game for Year 11. 
Year 11 geographers and economists formed 
countries that were trading products with Year 

13 choosing some challenging scenarios that the 
Year 11 countries had to deal with.

Senior Geography Society
This year Senior Geography Society has 
covered a broad selection of topics ranging from 
glaciation to volcanic hazards. The past year 
has been significant for all of us, but especially 
for those studying Geography. Geography 
Society students have investigated the impacts 
of Covid-19 on many different aspects of society 
and the world, focusing on Places and Spaces, 

an A level topic we study. We discussed the 
personal, environmental and economic effects 
of the pandemic on different countries around 
the world. We also attended a number of virtual 
RGS lectures remotely, including one on the 
pressures of our planet and changing glaciers. 
During lockdown the club worked remotely and 
students took the initiative to host their own 
sessions discussing issues such as famine in 
Madagascar and book recommendations such as 
Tim Marshall’s ‘The Age of Walls’. 
By Jessica Berlin, Year 13

In June, A level Geography students went on 
a field trip to Hampstead Heath. The purpose 
of our investigation was to compare the soil 
type and infiltration rates on Hampstead 
Heath by recording data in different areas 
and we also measured the carbon content of 
trees. Through preliminary research it was 
fascinating to discover the diverse geology 
of our local area which included Bagshot 
sands, Claygate members and London clay 
formations. 

In order to compare infiltration rates we 
collected data at three different sites. We 
predicted the Bagshot sands’ soil to have the 
quickest rate and the clay sites to be much 
slower. To measure the infiltration rates we used 
random stratified sampling by collecting data at 
random points within the predetermined sites. 
We pushed and fixed a plastic tubing into the 

ground and timed how long it took for 250ml 
of water to pass through this tubing into the 
soil.The volume of water (250ml) divided by 
how long it took the water to infiltrate the soil 
then gave us the rate. This method was simple 
and easy to do which saved us time, allowed 
us to do repeats and gave us quantitative data 
which we could manipulate and use to calculate 
a mean. Our data showed no clear pattern 
between infiltration rate and bedrock geology 
of the area as the results had large ranges at 
each site. I enjoyed evaluating our methods 
and we predicted these anomalous results were 
due to the land being baked hard by antecedent 
conditions and from compaction from heavy 
footfall, creating a more impermeable surface.

Fascinated by the science of anthropogenic 
climate change, measuring the carbon content of 
trees was of particular interest to me. To do this 

we measured the circumference of the trunk, at 
1m up to make our results fair and comparable 
for each tree. We then used a clinometer and 
walked away from the base of the tree until the 
angle read 45º. We measured the distance we 
were from the trunk using the measuring tape; 
this gave us the height of the tree. By using data 
comparison tables, we divided the dry weight 
of the tree by two and multiplied our figure by 
3.67 to get the total carbon content of each tree. 
We obtained an average of 22,452.15 for the 
carbon content of trees in the Heath. However, 
given more time we could have calculated a 
more statistically significant average and scaled 
up our data. Overall, the trip was great fun 
and academically stimulating and it excited 
me to begin work on my individual non-exam 
assessment.  
By Mia Hanna, Year 12

Hampstead Heath trip
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Geography

To aid our understanding of how 
globalisation and gentrification 
can impact a place, our Year 12 
Geography group took a field trip 
to Brick Lane in Tower Hamlets. 

We spent the morning collecting 
primary data, for example, taking 
photos of signs of globalisation 
and gentrification, as well as some 
indications of those who contest 
these changes. As we strolled 
down Brick Lane, evidence of the 
changes became apparent. The 
colourful and aromatic Bangladeshi 
and Indian restaurants that fill the 
southern end of Brick Lane quickly 
turned into the vibrant vintage 

shops within a matter of metres. 
We completed a retail diversity 
index whilst analysing the variety 
of shops and concluded that they 
fully represented the South Asian 
community that emigrated here in 
the 1970s and 1980s, as well as 
the new wave of hipsters and young 
people that have recently claimed 
the area as their own. 

My favourite place was a 
Huguenot church built in 1743. 
Since being constructed, the site 
has been a church for French 
Christians fleeing Protestant 
persecution in Europe, a synagogue 
for a group of orthodox Lithuanian 

Jews called the Machzike Hadath 
in the late 19th century, and 
is currently a mosque for the 
Bangladeshi community. This 
proves how pivotal Brick Lane 
has been as a refuge for various 
communities and religions. Later, 
after having eaten a delicious 
Masala curry and an authentic 
bagel, new vintage shirt in hand, 
whilst collecting some valuable 
geographical data (of course), I 
felt I had fully immersed myself in 
everything that both the newer and 
older communities of Brick Lane 
had to offer! 
By Eliza Goldstone, Year 12

London’s Brick Lane offers geographical insights
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History
As with many in the country we started back 
in September 2020 full of hope that the 
worst was behind us and that we might have 
a return to normality of sorts. Although 
as we now know this was soon dashed, that 
has not stopped the students having a 
range of fantastic learning opportunities.
It was a period of transition for the History 
department with some staff undertaking 
new roles and others joining the school and 
finding out about our many traditions (how to 
skip out for starts!). 

One of the highlights of the year was the 
visit in May by Chief Curator of Historic Royal 
Palaces and Chief Executive of the Heritage 
Education Trust, Dr Tracy Borman. She kindly 
gave a fascinating talk to the Sixth Form and 
some Year 11 Channing historians on Thomas 
Cromwell. Dr Borman lifted the veil on this 
notorious Tudor character, helping the girls to 
better understand the man behind the myth, his 
actions, interactions with Henry VIII, Mary I, 
Anne Boleyn and the wider Tudor ruling class. 
The girls learnt a lot from Dr Borman and asked 
some terrific questions, showing understanding 
and interest in the topic. 

Many of the students were surprised to hear 
that anyone can get married in the Chapel Royal 
in the Tower of London so long as they attend 
the prerequisite number of church services 
beforehand. Dr Borman had learnt this herself 
in her role of Chief Curator of the Tower and 
subsequently got married there, so she was 
happy to pass on the tip! 

Another highlight of the year was a talk given 
in October during Black History Month by 
historian Dr Katie Donington (sister of our 
very own Miss Donington) about a variety of 
aspects of her role as a lecturer. Dr Donington 
shared with us her extensive knowledge of the 
transatlantic slave trade.   It was so interesting 
to hear about the way she had forged a career 
in a traditionally male-dominated field and the 
female academics who inspired her. We also 
really enjoyed learning about how she engaged 
the public in her research through exhibitions, 
articles, TV programmes and more. It really 
broadened students’ horizons as to where 
History and English degrees can take them whilst 
also giving them a detailed sense of a horrific 
period of our history which deserves greater 
acknowledgment.

Year 9 were treated to a moving and 
enthralling talk in June by Hephzi Rudolfsky, 

who has kindly spoken many times to Channing 
students over several years alongside her mother 
Lady Zahava Kohn, who survived the Nazi 
concentration camps. Through a mixture of 
bravery, intelligence and plain good fortune, 
Zahava and her family avoided deportation to 
the death camps and were reunited after the war. 
The family story captivated the girls and many 
intelligent and thoughtful questions were asked 
by the girls afterwards. Sadly Lady Zahava is no 
longer able to attend school visits in person but 
Hephzi uses videos of her mother talking about 
the key events, which she intersperses with her 
presentation.

Although Covid-19 has curtailed many of 
our annual historical trips such as to the World 
War One battlefields, we did still manage to 
take Year 11, accompanied by members of the 
History department, on a tour of Whitechapel 
to uncover the truth about the five victims of 
Jack the Ripper. Organised by Beyond the 
Streets, a charity that helps women currently 
living in poverty in England, the tour explored 
the lives of each of the women killed in 1888, as 
well as exploring the issues women involved in 
prostitution face in Tower Hamlets today. 

Our students were praised highly for their 
engagement, and we hope they left the tour with 
a new perspective on the lives of women both in 
1888 and today. The tour taught the girls many 
things and perhaps, most interestingly, that the 
portrayal of all five of the victims at the time, and 
repeated frequently since, as prostitutes was very 
inaccurate and instead a product of the misogyny 
and snobbery of the era rather than historical 
fact.

The students have been hard at working 
producing a huge range of superb work and 
we would love to praise all of them here if 
we could but instead I wanted to single out 
Tabitha Jackson’s incredible stop motion 
video depicting the events of the Reichstag 
fire in Germany in 1933 as a truly memorable 
highlight and reflective of the creativity, 
intelligence and determination that characterises 
Channing History students. Ms. Kung has 
also been mentoring a selection of Sixth Form 
historians on this year’s History Journal, based 
this year around South American history. 
Articles included Georgia Walsh’s study on 
the decolonisation of South America; Juliet 
Freeman on the Conquistadors; Millie Jackson 
on Saltpetre and its role in Chile’s modern 
history; Alix Cronkshaw on the importance of 

the Panama Canal to the USA in World 1 and 2; 
Freya Thompson on Peru; and Kate Ivanova on 
the Falklands War. 

Key Stage 3 pupils have been benefiting from 
our revised Years 7-9 curriculum, which seeks to 
place a greater emphasis on overlooked groups 
in History and to study beyond the traditional 
focus on white upper class men (and occasionally 
their wives) and instead celebrate the diversity 
of modern Britain and how it derived from both 
positive and negative events in our past.

During the academic year we wished Mrs Jo 
Tomback best wishes as she left on maternity 
leave and she has treated us to lovely photos of 
her gorgeous son Samuel and assures us she 
misses us! In her stead we were delighted to 
welcome Michelle Feeney who joined us from 
Parliament Hill School as maternity cover and 
who has a huge wealth of knowledge, skill and 
experience. In related news, History teacher 
Miss Zara Lindsay took over from Mrs Tomback 
as acting head of Year 7 and I took on the role 
of Assistant Director of Sixth Form in addition 
to my role as Head of History. The department 
continues to go from strength to strength and 
look for more opportunities to improve both our 
curriculum offer, our teaching and our support 
for the students.

Mr Peter Martini-Phillips
Head of History

Dr Tracy Borman gave an enthralling talk 
to Channing historians about, among 
other topics, Thomas Cromwell
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Mathematics
What a year! This year started well with 
a new recruit in the Maths Department.  
Chloe Williams joined us in September, so 
we have a Miss Williams, Mrs Williams and 
Mr Williamson in the Department, which 
confuses everybody!

Also, in September we were delighted 
to be teaching physically at school again 
despite mask wearing, hand-gel and social 
distancing protocols. We became adept at a 
hybrid of physical and virtual teaching.  Maths 
competitions and enrichment were all delivered 
online.

Online Maths Week 2021 was a big success.  
Johnny Ball of ‘Think of a Number’ fame in 
the 1980s, gave a series of virtual talks to 
Year 10-12 which entertained us all, smoothly 
arranged by Mrs Williams. Although Year 9 
couldn’t actually go to Bletchley Park, Ms Yun 
and Mr Daurat organised a virtual tour of the 
museum and many code breaking activities. Mr 
Williamson and I gave assemblies about pi, as 
pi day (14 March) coincided with Maths week as 
always, and the Olympics. Ms Cooper arranged 
‘Stemtastic’ for Year 8 and 9 which consisted of 
different online STEM activities. Year 7 taught 
Year 5 and 6 from Fairseat virtually, showcasing 
their leadership and teaching skills. All enjoyed 
the daily Maths jokes and form puzzles organised 
by Miss Williams and Mr Riggs-Long. A fun and 
successful Mathematical week!

Sadly the Hans Woyda Competitions didn’t 
take place this year, but this didn’t deter Mrs 
Williams from running Mathletics club online 
weekly.  Our students did very well in the UKMT 
Mathematical Challenges this year.  Full results 
follow this article but special congratulations 
to Xiangshan Tan who was Best in School in 
the Senior Mathematical Challenge, Maria 
Kirpichnikova who was Best in School in 
the Intermediate competition and to Haruka 
Mori, who received this accolade in the recent 
Junior Challenge. These students went on to 
compete in the follow on rounds and Maria has 
been invited to take part in the UKMT summer 
school where she will get to do even harder 
Mathematical problem solving. She has just 
found out she also received a distinction in the 
Intermediate Olympiad, the challenging follow 
on round from the Challenges.

Students continued doing the weekly ‘Puzzle 
of the Week’ in Key Stage 3 Maths lessons 
and the winners this year were Tate Hymanson 
and Hannah Robinson in Year 8 and Siana 
Chamalidis was runner-up in Year 7. We 
have had two different courses in the Ellery 
programme, one run by Mr Riggs-Long on 
Modular Arithmetic and one on Problem Solving 
where students completed ‘Alien Invasion’ using 

many aspects of maths in real-life situations. Ms 
Cooper, Stem leader at Channing, promotes 
the use of Mathematics throughout all her 
enrichment courses such as Teen Tech, where 
two groups have reached the National finals.  
She has also promoted STEM through different 
online opportunities and morning challenges 
such as ‘The Pringle Challenge’, shown here.

As we come to the end of the term we say 
farewell to Ragi Marmar, who leaves Channing 
after 10 years of energetic and inspirational 
teaching. We will all miss her very much. We, as 
teachers, have learnt much this year alongside 
our students and applaud their resilience and 
enthusiasm.

Mrs Helen Wootton, Head of Mathematics

The Mathematics Department on Fan-Tache-tic Mufti Day 2021

STEM: The Pringle Engineering Challenge

Johnny Ball: ‘Think of a Number’ - virtual talks during Maths Week 2021
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Modern Foreign Languages
We are now very familiar with the term 
‘blended learning’; however, this hybrid 
model of face-to-face and virtual learning 
has not stopped the MFL department from 
thriving this year. Well done to all our 
students who have shown great resilience, 
adaptability and motivation in what has been 
another difficult year, particularly for Year 11 
and 13. 

A distinct highlight of the year has been 
Channing’s accreditation as a European 
Parliament Ambassador School. In the month of 
June alone, our nineteen Junior Ambassadors set 
up physical and online EU-Information Points, 
debated in Spanish on the topical motion: 
‘French should be the official language of the 
European Union’ and organised a screening of a 
French film (Ma Vie de Courgette) and German 
classic, Sissi. Next year, this programme will 
provide our pupils with a wealth of linguistic 
opportunities and political knowledge. Special 
thanks to Ms Pavlopoulos for such a dynamic 
EPAS Springboard programme for our Year 11 
students.

The plethora of events arranged throughout 
the year and the concentration of activities 
during Languages Week have been in Word 
from the Head and on our social media. Included 
in this magazine are some of the creative 
highlights that have enriched our pupils’ learning 
in French, German and Spanish.

Mr Calvin Waring, Head of Modern Foreign 
Languages

French
Shadow Heroes

Year 12 linguists benefited from a translation 
workshop. We learnt about the art of protesting 
through Arabic and Russian and learnt of the 
importance of local variations of languages 
in expressing and exposing the differences in 
society. Through national sayings, we learnt 
about the viewpoints of whole societies and in 
the Russia topic, we discussed the bravery of 
many women who risk imprisonment in order to 
bring equal rights to women as a whole. In the 
Arabic section, we studied music and poetry as 
a way of peaceful but widespread protest. This 
section focused on the differences in academic 
and vernacular Arabic and communities who 
speak their own variations to allow them to 
express individual identity. In a poem we looked 
at, the writer used academic Arabic to mimic 
Egypt’s leaders but then switched to his own 
dialect in order to show his true feelings. Overall, 
the workshop was useful in showing us how 
important and subjective translation can be and 

highlighted the need for it in today's society.
Sophie Collins, Year 12

Year 12 French Debating Club and the 
Regional Competition

Year 12 French pupils have participated, 
since the Autumn term, in the weekly French 
Debating Club, discussing and debating all sorts 
of issues from: ‘Reality TV should be banned’ 
to ‘We should all be vegetarians’. This year the 
regional French debating competition organised 
by St Paul’s Girls’ School was for the very first 
time online and had the greatest number of 
participants with 39 teams in total. The motions 
were: 
n During a health crisis, governments should 
have full power to restrict individual freedoms.
n  Artificial intelligence is a threat to humanity.
n Green growth is a ploy.

Despite its being online it was just as nerve 
wracking and exciting! Alia Khalouf and Nancy 
Flintoff debated fervently these three motions 

in French. They had worked hard for several 
weeks on these motions, with the help of Yuki 
Wu and Lucie Belhomme, preparing arguments 
for and against. Their sophisticated arguments, 
passion, level of language and clarity were most 
impressive. It was of no surprise therefore that 
they won against Winchester College and put 
in an excellent performance against Harris 
Westminster and Hampton School. We look 
forward to next year when they can hopefully 
debate in person! 

Meet the Author: Paule du Bouchet
Meet the Author is a joint initiative by the 

Library and MFL department, which aims to 
encourage pupils to read in a foreign language. 
In January, Channing Librarian Ms Ramsden 
had arranged for French A level students and 
their teachers to meet the French author Paule 
du Bouchet via Google Meet. Mlle Bouchet is 
the author of many books for young adults and 
an editor at Gallimard Jeunesse. Students had 
read her short-story collection ‘A la vie à la mort’ 

Languages Week
Pupils were invited to write up a recipe from a French, German 
or Spanish speaking country and to cook it. Our winner was Ella 
Brown in 9G who made a delicious looking Croque-Monsieur. Miam-
miam!
Croque-Monsieur Recette Par Ella Brown , Year 9
Le déjeuner français parfait de délicieux Croque-Monsieur (jambon 
grillé et sandwich au fromage!) 
Ingrédients 
n  200ml lait 
n  20g farine 
n  20g beurre 
n  sel et poivre 
n  4 tranches de pain blanc 
n  4 tranches de jambon 
n 4 tranches de fromage 
n  80g de cheddar 
Méthode 
1. Versez le lait dans une casserole avec la 
farine et le beurre. Porter à ébullition et fouetter jusqu’à ce que ce 
soit une sauce épaisse et lisse. 
2. Réduire le feu et laisser mijoter pendant 3 à 5 minutes, en 
remuant jusqu’à ce que la farine soit dissoute. Retirer du feu et 
assaisonner de sel et de poivre. Mettre de côté. 
3. Chauffer le gril à feu vif et four à 200 ° C. Placer le pain sur une 
plaque à pâtisserie et griller jusqu’à ce qu’il soit doré. 
4. Retourner le pain et étendre chaque tranche de moutarde, suivi 
d’une couche de sauce blanche. Couvrir la sauce avec 1 tranche de 
jambon et 1 tranche de fromage. 
5. Empilez les tranches dans un sandwich et étalez une couche de 
sauce blanche sur le dessus, avec une pincée de cheddar râpé. 
6. Cuire au four pendant 10 à 15 minutes jusqu’à ce qu’elles soient 
dorées et bouillonnantes. Laisser reposer 3 à 5 minutes jusqu’à ce 
que vous mangiez. Profitez!
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about the two world wars in France and prepared 
questions to ask during the call in advance.  

Each A Level student asked Mlle Bouchet 
(pictured right) a question in French, which 
was an excellent way for pupils to practise their 
speaking and listening skills in an authentic way. 
Not only did she give a greater insight into A la 
vie à la mort, which was fascinating, but she also 
explained her life as an author, from how she 
got into writing in the first place to her writing 
technique. Paule prefers the traditional method 
of using pen and paper. She always has a trusty 
notebook and pen with her at all times to jot 
down all her thoughts and ideas as she said you 
never know when you’ll be inspired. It was an 
excellent Q&A session that was inspiring for 
budding writers and fascinating for all. 

Spanish
Translation of poetry into English

Mariposa del aire
Federico García Lorca
Mariposa del aire,
qué hermosa eres,
mariposa del aire
dorada y verde.
Luz del candil,
mariposa del aire,
¡quédate ahí, ahí, ahí!
No te quieres parar,
pararte no quieres.
Mariposa del aire
dorada y verde.
Luz de candil,
mariposa del aire,
¡quédate ahí, ahí, ahí!.
¡Quédate ahí!
Mariposa, ¿estás ahí?

Butterfly of the sky
Translation and commentary by Amara 
Perumalpillai, Year 7
 Butterfly of the sky,
You are that beautiful,
Butterfly of the sky.
  Gold and green,
You are the light of the oil lamp,
  Butterfly of the sky.
Stay there, there,there...
You don’t stop to stay
You don’t want to stop

  Butterfly of the sky,
  Gold and green,
You are the light of the oil lamp,
  Butterfly of the sky.
Stay there, there, there...
Stay there.
Butterfly, are you there?

I have chosen to translate ‘Mariposa del aire’ in a 
way I think is very organised and logical. I wrote 
out each line of the poem and then I literally 
translated it. I did this using my knowledge of 
verb endings and vocab, and with a little help 
from a dictionary; however, I know that things do 
not always make sense when translated literally, 
for example ,  ‘tengo doce años’ literally means 
‘ I have twelve years ‘in English. To make the 
sentence correct in English, you have to change 
it a bit. After literally translating it, I let myself 
try to make correct sentences without completely 
changing all of the words. I think when trying 
to do this I really had to let myself  go and try to 
let my imagination run wild. This strategy really 
helped me, and I think that it made the poem 
make a lot more sense to me.

Un hombre sin cabeza
Armando José Sequera
Un hombre sin cabeza
no puede usar sombrero.
Pero éste no es
su mayor problema:
no puede pensar,
no puede leer,

no puede cantar,
no puede comer
no puede escuchar, 
ni puede entender,
que para amar y besar
cabeza se ha de tener.
Y como tiene dos pares de ojos
mira de frente y baja la mirada
todo al mismo tiempo
y no nos enteramos.

A man without a head
Translation and commentary by Orla 
O’Neill, Year 8
A man without a head
He can’t wear a hat
But this is not his biggest problem:
He can’t think,
He can’t read,
He can’t sing,
He can’t eat
He can’t hear,
nor can he understand,
that to love and kiss
 you have to have a head.
And since he has two pairs of eyes, 
he looks straight ahead and 
lowers his gaze all at the same time
and we don’t realise.

Whilst translating this poem, I decided to keep 
most of the things in ’Un Hombre Sin Cabeza’ 
(A Man Without A Head) the same as the 
Spanish version, like the words, the structure 

Modern Foreign Languages
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and the repetitive qualities of the poem. I did this 
because I wanted to keep the poem’s meaning in 
English, as similar as it is in Spanish. However, 
I did change some of the words to words with 
similar meanings like ‘realise’ instead of ‘find 
out’ or ‘understand’. I did this to keep the 
rhythm of the poem mostly equal and to make 
the context make more sense. I realised that 
for some of the parts in the poem, the exact 
translation of the words and sentences didn’t 
make sense with the poem, so I had to alter them. 

Amistad 
Carlos Castro Saavedra
Amistad es lo mismo que una mano
que en otra mano apoya su fatiga
y siente que el cansancio se mitiga
y el camino se vuelve más humano.
El amigo sincero es el hermano
claro y elemental como la espiga,
como el pan, como el sol, como la hormiga
que confunde la miel con el verano.
Grande riqueza, dulce compañía
es la del ser que llega con el día
y aclara nuestras noches interiores.
Fuente de convivencia, de ternura,
es la amistad que crece y se madura
en medio de alegrías y dolores.

Friendship
Translation and commentary by  
Mia Apfel, Year 10
Friendship is the same as a hand 
that supports in another hand its exhaust 
and feel that the fatigue is lost
and the pathway becomes easier to understand.
The sincere friend is the brother
clear and elemental like the plant, 
like the bread, like the sun, like the ant 
that mistakes honey for summer. 
Great wealth, sweet company
is what arrives with the day
and brightens our inner nights. 
Source of coexistence, of tender feel,
It is the friendship that grows and reveals
in the midst of joys and pains.

During this poem, I really enjoyed trying to 
create synonyms for words so that I could 
translate it into English from Spanish, while 
still keeping the rhyming scheme. This rhyming 
scheme was ABBA ABBA AAB AAB.
This worked quite well for the majority of the 
poem and so I was able to make most parts 
rhyme. However, one struggle I had was in the 
first AAB section, where I was not able to find 
words that rhymed with each other in English, 
which still matched the Spanish well without 

changing it too much. So, therefore, I was 
unable to create a fully rhyming poem due to the 
problem in this section.

Another decision I made when translating the 
poem was to change some of the wording slightly 
so that it would make better sense in English 
instead of being so literal and not flowing as well. 
An example of where I did this is in the fourth 
line where I changed the literal translation of 
‘the path becomes more humane’ (in Spanish ‘el 
camino se vuelve más humano’) to ‘the pathway 
becomes easier to understand’. I did this because 
it makes more sense and fits the idea of what the 
poem is trying to communicate better. 

Finally, a third decision I made when 
translating the poem was to keep the part of the 
poem in the seventh line as similar to the poem 
in Spanish as I could. I did this because I really 
enjoyed how the poet used a repetition of similes 
in the phrase ‘como el pan, como el sol, como la 
hormiga’ which I translated to ‘like the bread, 
like the sun, like the ant’. I wanted to keep this 
the same so that the same tricolon of similes 
could be experienced in the English while still 
making sense.

Year 8 Spanish: El Día de los Muertos
The Day of the Dead is an annual event in 
Mexico. It is spread over two days (1st and 2nd of 
November) and celebrates the lives of deceased 
family members. It involves bright colours, 
parades and parties, singing and dancing and 

offerings to loved ones. 
These offerings are usually food: the passed 

loved one’s favourite food or ‘pan dulce’ (sweet 
bread). Sweet bread often has anise seeds and is 
decorated with bones and skulls made of dough.

La Santa Muerte is defined as the 
personification of death. Unlike other 
personifications of death in folklore, she is 
associated with healing, protection, financial 
well-being and assurance of a path to the 
afterlife. As you can see from the portrayal of La 
Santa Muerte and the atmosphere of the festival, 
it is not seen as a solemn occasion. It celebrates 
life and keeps loved family members inside the 
hearts of their living relatives.

Year 9 Spanish
As part of our Enrichment Week, Year 9 
Hispanists attended a virtual event about 
the working languages of the World Health 
Organisation and some of their global objectives. 
In groups, they created a short storybook on one 
of the following topics:

Why it’s important to drink clean water 
Being careful of dogs who may have rabies 
How to be careful on the road
Why it’s important to have vaccinations
The girls found this interesting and it was 

great to see them being creative while using 
Spanish!

Congratulations to Echo Braden, Ella Brown, 
Lotte Crane, Jessica Ezro, Georgia Grossman 

A picture of a Day of the Dead altar. They are not used for worshipping, but instead to 
welcome spirits back into the realm of the living (hence the food offerings)
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and Elsie Isaac on winning the competition, as 
chosen by our guest judges. They won some 
Peruvian chocolate.The story was their own work 
without any corrections made.
Year 10 Spanish

To revise the Imperfect and the Simple Future 
tenses, Olive Cottee in Year 10 illustrated what 
life was like in the past and what it will be like in 
the future. 
Year 12 Spanish
Well done to Tori and Mali Akinrinlola in Year 
12 who took part in the virtual Spanish Debating 
Competition. Although they didn’t make it to the 

semi-finals, the adjudicator commended them on 
their language and debating skills. The motions 
were:
Gracias a la tecnología, la educación en los 
colegios nunca ha sido mejor
La religión no hace nada más que dividir a la 
gente
No se debería poner límite a la libertad de 
expresión
 Year 13 Spanish
Our A Level students learnt about Arabic 
influence on Spanish architecture, gastronomy, 
language and culture. As we were not able to 

go on our school trip to Granada, our language 
assistant, Alba, created an escape room based on 
the Alhambra where girls had to complete tasks 
virtually in order to find the key. Thank you so 
much to Alba for the hard work and enthusiasm 
that she puts into all of her lessons and activities! 
This was the girls’ mission:
Viajeras del tiempo, os espera una gran 
aventura. Tenéis una misión importantísima 
que cumplir. Las puertas estarán cerradas y 
no volveréis a vuestra época hasta resolver el 
misterio de la Alhambra. No hay vuelta atrás. 
¿Estáis listas? Empieza el juego.

German
Klima? Katastrophe!
Helge Klein   

Ich denke heut' oft gern zurück
an meine Zeit als Kind,
als wir voll Freude und voll Glück
noch rausgegangen sind:
 
Im Frühling stets die Sonne schien,
im Sommer ging's zum Strand.
Im Herbst sah ich die Gänse zieh'n,
weiß war das Winterland.
 
Heut' regnet es im Lenz gar oft,
im Sommer brennt der Wald.
Es stürmt im Herbst meist unverhofft,
im Winter wird's nicht kalt.
 
Ich habe d'rüber nachgedacht:
Ist nicht der Mensch selbst schuld?
Er hat die Welt kaputt gemacht
mit seinem Fortschrittskult!
 
Durch Plastik-, Gift- und Abgaswahn
geht die Natur zu Grunde.
Ohne den Umweltschutz nach Plan
schlägt bald der Welt die Stunde.
 
Sei Dir bewusst, Du Konsument,
Dein Einsatz ist vonnöten,
soll sich die Menschheit nicht am End'
durch eig'nes Tun selbst töten!
 
Poem translated by Adele Ryan, Year 9
Climate? Catastrophe!

I often think back on the day 
When I was too young to comprehend, 
We were happy with no dismay
Those times have sadly come to an end:

In spring the sun was always bright,
In summer I saw the sand.
In autumn I saw the geese take flight,
White was the winterland.

Today in spring rain is the norm,
In summer forests are alight.
In autumn unexpected storm,
The winters are no longer white.

Often, I think and wonder:
Isn’t this all man’s mess?
He made the world go under 
His obsession with progress!

Through all the fumes, poison and plastic,
The nature has no more power.
Without a plan that is drastic,
Soon it will be the final hour.

Poem translated by Ayushi 
Kekulthotuwa, Year 9
Climate? Catastrophe!

Nowadays I often think back
To my time as a child,
When when we were filled with happiness and 
joy after having gone out:

In Spring the sun always shone,
In Summer we went to the beach,
In Autumn I saw the geese migrate,
In Winter the land was white.  

Today it rains very often in Spring,
In Summer the forest burns,
In Autumn it is unexpectedly stormy,
In the Winter it doesn’t get cold

I’ve been thinking:
Isn’t it  man’s own fault?
He has made a broken world with his craze for 
progression 

Through plastic, poison and exhaust fumes, 
nature perishes.
According to plan, without environmental 
protection,
The hour will soon strike the world.

Be aware, you consumer,
Your commitment is needed,
Mankind must not come to an end by their own 
doing!
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Born in lockdown, the German Culture Club 
for Year 8 has been a huge success.

Students select a recipe from Germany, 
Austria or Switzerland, buy the ingredients and 
then join a virtual baking session, during which 
they listen to music from one of those countries 
(and sometimes sing along) and learn cultural 
facts about this important region with Frau P.

In their respective kitchens, students 
have made Vanillekipferl, Käsekuchen, 

Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte, Lebkuchen 
and even traditional Bavarian biscuits 
(Ichenhauser Plätzle) using Ariella’s great-great-
grandmother's recipe. Families enjoyed the 
Kuchen and Kekse so much that they were gone 
in a flash, often before being photographed!

Students excelled themselves with amazing 
bakes and discoveries about German-speaking 
countries. 

Das hat sehr viel Spaß gemacht!

Modern Foreign Languages: German

Wie stehen die Chancen?

Sunlight creeps up the sky,
Exposing a stolen world.
If we wake up tomorrow,
What will it look like?
The littered remains of mankind or,
The legacy of powerful change.
Wie stehen die Chancen?

Wenn Bergen fallen,
Und Ozeane trocknen
Planeten werden verschwinden, 
Und Sterne explodieren.
Wir werden alle das gleiche Ende treffen.
Aber was ist mit morgen?
Wie stehen die Chancen?

That tomorrow I miss out on my education,
Terrified for my future.
Wie stehen die Chancen,
That tomorrow another child dies,
Because governments only tell over tables.
Wie stehen die Chancen, 
That another animal disappears,
Because the adults only care about money.
Wie stehen die Chancen
That tomorrow one more person is cast out,
Because of who they are.
Wie stehen die Chancen
That my children don’t get a tomorrow,
Because you do not care.

Madeleine Barrass, Klasse 9

Year 9’s ‘Umwelt Projekt’
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Physical Education
Even though this year had additional challenges, the spirit of 
Channing students shone through as they took their sport and 
physical activity indoors during the lockdowns. Creativity was key and 
household items became the new sporting apparatus. Socks, cans of 
food, toilet rolls and cushions supported the students’ learning and 
helped them stay physically active during the periods of lockdown. 
Even when we were back at school, social distancing and sanitising 
was the priority. 

Although lockdown was challenging, it allowed the Physical Education 
Department to plan for the future. Football has been established as one 
of the school’s main sports and we are pleased that Mrs Andrea Reece has 
joined us as the teacher in charge of football. We know that she will make 
a huge impact on the development of football at the school. 

We were also able to fit in Year Group Sports Days and they were a 
real highlight of the Summer term. It was wonderful to see the students 
competing and enjoying their sport. It also highlighted the depth of talent 
that we have at the school with some brilliant performances. 

Although we only had one opportunity to play one fixture this year, we 
are looking forward to restarting a full programme of Physical Education 
lessons, extra curricular activities and fixtures and sports competitions. 

In order to have our senior school sports days the PE Department set 
about planning individual year group events at Stanhope Road over a 
two week period. 

Students had the opportunity to take part in all of the events. They 
sprinted as fast as they could, jumped  as long as they could and threw as far 
as they could. Additionally, the students had the opportunity to take part 
in fun novelty races. One of the highlights of the days were the 4 x 200m 
relays, which were hotly contested. It was fantastic to see all of the pupils 
outside enjoying sport again, and also see the houses compete against each 
other. The PE Department would like to thank all of the staff and  student 
volunteers that helped us with both officiating and to help run the events. 

Year Group Sports Days
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Physical Education
Our Virtual House running competition took 
place during Virtual School, with the aim of 
keeping everyone involved in activities as well 
as having a break from technological devices. 
Students and staff took on the challenge to 
run as far as they could where their mileage 
contributed towards their House totals.

The final results were as follows:
1st place - GOODWIN - 280.28 miles
2nd place - WATERLOW - 125.34 miles
3rd place - SPEARS - 45.46 miles
4th place - SHARPE - 0 miles
A huge well done to all the Channing students 

and staff members who participated in the 
competition, with a special mention to our top 
five students who gained the most miles:

1. Grace Nash - 93 miles
2. Thea Foster - 83.46 miles
3. Arabella Done - 57.48 miles
4. Alice Metcalf - 56 miles
5. Emily Brown - 33.1 miles
Finally, here are two lovely photos that Grace 

Nash took while out running.

Finally after months of training, the Year 7 
Cricket teams took part in their first cricket 
matches against South Hampstead High School 
in June. It was our first fixture after the lifting of 

restrictions and the students (and staff!) were 
hugely excited. There was an excellent display 
of batting, bowling and fielding. Both matches 
were really competitive and the students enjoyed 

putting the skills they had learnt in training into 
action. It was a fantastic and exciting return to 
playing fixtures. Congratulations to all of the 
students who took part.

Year 7 Cricket teams battle it out against South Hampstead High School

Virtual House running
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Politics
No one could have predicted the upheaval 
and disruption to lessons and school that 
Covid-19 created but it is to everyone’s credit 
that we kept calm and kept going.

The return to school in September and 
in-person lessons was such a relief and it was 
wonderful to see our two Year 13 Politics groups 
and to welcome our new intake of Year 12 
students, who were raring to go. The promise of 
a presidential election in the US kept us all on 
our toes and, although it was sometimes hard 
to believe what was happening, we followed the 
victory of Joe Biden with much excitement. 

As always, Donald Trump never ceased to 
horrify and entertain in equal measure. The 
terrible scenes of the storming of the US Capitol 
in January filled us with horror; sadly by then, we 
were back in lockdown but many lessons were 
spent discussing the ramifications of Biden’s 
election and the second impeachment of Trump.

I was so delighted that so many Year 12 
students decided to study Politics; they were 

both passionate and engaged in lessons and, 
when we went back into remote learning, they 
continued to keep me entertained with their 
keen sense of social awareness and ability to 
motivate each other through the darkest days of 
lockdown.

When we finally returned to school in March, 
we enjoyed some excellent discussions on the 
political ramifications of Covid-19 restrictions 
and whether Boris Johnson could keep the 
British public on his side, as more stories 
emerged of chaos with the track and trace system 
and concerns over the economic consequences 
of lockdown. However, it was so lovely to be 
able to hold these discussions in person; much 
as I enjoyed meeting a lot of my students’ pets 
online, nothing beats in-school lessons! 

The government announcement of teacher-
assessed grades brought with it some challenges 
but both the students in Year 13 and my 
colleagues, Mr Martini-Phillips and Mrs Garrill, 
took everything in their stride and I am so 

pleased with the results that Year 13 achieved. 
Congratulations to all those who gained their 
university places to study, among many courses, 
HSPS at Cambridge, Politics at Bath and 
International Relations at Edinburgh. We know 
you will all have a wonderful time!

Although we were unable to visit Parliament 
or welcome any external visitors, we still 
took part in some virtual sessions held by the 
Parliament Education Unit, which gave Year 12 
an introduction to the workings of our political 
system. I sincerely hope that we shall soon be 
able to visit Parliament in person, as it’s such an 
important part of our course. 

As we sadly entered another session of online 
learning at the end of the summer term, we were 
unable to say proper goodbye to our wonderful 
Year 13 students but I hope we shall be able to 
celebrate their achievements at a later date. They 
have done us all proud and we shall miss them.

Mrs Wendy Devine, Head of Politics

Cocoa Wagner, Year 13
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Y12 students doing their required practical on Pillow Mounds

Science

Chemistry
It has been another busy year in the 
Chemistry department despite the challenges 
brought about by the pandemic which have 
made laboratory work difficult. We were 
fortunate that some of the annual Chemistry 
competitions and events were able to take 
place again this year, whilst others moved 
online allowing a wider range of students to 
access lectures and activities.

In January, seven pupils from Year 12 chose 
to take part in Round One of the 53rd RSC 
International Chemistry Olympiad - and the 
first ever RSC Olympiad to take place remotely! 
The Olympiad is an opportunity for students to 
test their understanding of chemistry, helping 
them to develop their problem-solving skills and 
apply familiar knowledge in new and interesting 
contexts. 

The competition is aimed at Year 13, but 
several of our Year 12 students decided to take 
on the challenge. Molly Bloom, Stella Hastings, 
Lidia Lonergan, Amelia Marriott, Irina Nigam, 
Jasmine Patra and Anisha Perera all tackled the 
paper, which included questions on carbon 
capture, ‘social distancing’ between molecules 
and the ex-Arsenal midfielder, Mathieu Flamini. 
Congratulations in particular to Lidia Lonergan, 
who gained a Copper certificate.

We were also delighted that the Cambridge 
Chemistry Challenge, or C3L6, was again able 
to take place this June. Five Year 12 students 
(Mia Hanna, Lidia Lonergan, Amelia Marriott, 
Jasmine Patra and Asya Pendlebury) participated 
in the competition, which aims to stretch and 
challenge students interested in chemistry, and 
provides an excellent experience for anyone 
considering taking their studies in this subject 
further. Set by an experienced team of teachers 
and university chemists, it is designed to be 
accessible to Year 12 students but takes them 
well beyond the syllabus and encourages them 
to think about science in the way that they 
would at university. It was a tough challenge this 
year, but all our students gained certificates of 
participation; well done!

Disappointingly, however, the Salters’ 
Festivals of Chemistry for Year 8 and 9 students 
did not take place live within university chemistry 
departments this year. Happily though, our 
students were able to access six regional festivals 
online, allowing students to participate in a 
range of activities including university tours, 
careers talks, lectures and demonstrations. We 
hope that many of our students took advantage of 
the wealth of material available online!

 Our Year 12 students were again unable to 
take part in the Schools’ Analyst Competition, 
nor were they able to attend the Chemistry 

in Action lecture series; fingers crossed that 
Channing pupils will be able to take up these 
opportunities next year. During lessons though 
we have been able to resume practical work 
and the Year 12 chemists have demonstrated 
excellent skills when analysing the composition 
of Anadin Extra tablets using thin layer 
chromatography. They also set up their own 
fermentation mixtures and then used distillation 
to separate the ethanol before testing its 
flammability.

We were incredibly proud of our fantastic 
Year 11 and Year 13 chemists who completed 
their IGCSE and A level courses in challenging 
circumstances. They showed impressive maturity 
and resilience in adapting to the changes that 
were made to both their learning and assessment. 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish 
them every success for their future endeavours. 

It is with sadness that the Chemistry 
department must say goodbye to Ms Ragi 
Marmar, who has been an invaluable member 
of the department, supporting pupils in all key 
stages to achieve success. Ms Marmar leaves us 
to spend more time with her family and our loss 
is most certainly their gain. We wish her every 
happiness for the future and we hope very much 
that she will come back to visit us often!

Dr Claire Spinks, Head of Chemistry

Biology
Year 12 field trip to Epping Forest

The Year 12 field trip to Epping Forest in June this year was a 
truly memorable one. With a 90% chance of rain and an average 
temperature of 17°c  across both days, conducting the majority of the 
activities in the open air was likely to be challenging

We started the first day searching for woodlice in the forest next to the 
activity centre. In groups of three we painted a small spot of paint on the 
backs of the woodlice, and released them into the wild again. What an 
interesting way to start the field trip! 

Later on, we searched for woodlice again within the same area, and 
counted how many we found in total. Once we gathered our data, this 
was used to calculate the population of woodlice in that specific area 
using the Lincoln Index formula. Another exciting part of the day was 
making mammal traps large enough for a mouse or vole, which we placed 
in the forest overnight. To make the mammals comfortable, we placed 
mealworms, straw and bird seed inside. 

The next day, to our surprise, two mice had been lured into our traps! 
Our field trip coordinator, Helen, explained that mice move by jumping 
in a zig-zag path; voles move by running in straight lines, which is how 
you could distinguish between them. Later on in the day, we carried out 
the required practical, which consisted of investigating the effect of an 

environmental factor on the distribution of a given species. My group 
investigated the effect of soil compaction on the abundance of sorell at 
regular intervals along a 20m transect. 

In the pouring rain, we set out to a honeypot site near the activity centre 
named ‘Pillow Mounds’ and set out transects, which we would collect data 
along in our investigations using quadrats. Once we collected our data, we 
calculated the Spearman’s Rank Correlation Coefficient which shows the 
strength and direction of the correlation between two variables. 

Overall, the trip was successful, despite the weather conditions. I think 
the highlight for everyone was definitely the excitement when opening the 
mammal traps on the second day! 
Madeleine Hjelt Year 12
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Millie Saville, Year 13
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Science
Year 8 Step into the NHS competition 

With the coronavirus pandemic highlighting the essential role of the NHS more now than ever, Year 8 took part in the annual ‘Step into the NHS’ 
competition. The secondary schools’ competition is designed to raise students’ ambitions, open their eyes and minds to a wide range of career 
opportunities in the NHS and give them the chance to win some great prizes.  There’s much more to working for the NHS than being a doctor or nurse. In 
fact there are more than 350 different careers in the NHS and, with that many careers on offer, there’s a job to suit anyone, no matter what your interests 
and skills are. To enter the competition, students selected an NHS career that interested them and created a job description and an advertisement to tell 
their friends and other young people about it. This year many students created impressive videos and posters for their advertisements. We are waiting for 
the outcome of the competition at the time of writing, and an example of a poster advertisement for an occupational therapist from Sereny Staite is shown.  

Occupational 
Therapists 

information sent to it by our senses - touch, 
taste, sight, hearing and smell. It compares the 
new information with older information and 
decides how we’re going to react or what we’re 
going to do in our surroundings.  

Ayres was intrigued in the relationship 
between processing sensory information and 
day-to-day activities (like school, work, play, 
etc.). She was interested in how a person's 
difficulty with sensory information could 
affect how that person learnt and completed 
daily tasks. A. Jean Ayres came up with a 
theory about what happens when Sensory 
Integration doesn’t function as well, she also 
came up with a way of testing her theory and 
treating people that did 
struggle with SI.  

Since then, Ayres work 
has been continued, and 
with new technology, 
what she originally 
hypothesised has been 
widely supported.   

So, there’s some 
background on an amazing 
woman who helped many 
people with Occupational 
Therapy; but maybe you can too… 

If you’re friendly, kind and a people person. If 
you’re good at thinking on your feet, can work 
in a team and enjoy helping other people, why 
not become an Occupational Therapist?  

Visit this website for more information: 

https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/
allied-health-professionals/roles-allied-health-

Also, if Occupational Therapy isn’t your thing, 
but you’re interested in working for the NHS, 
take this quiz and see what job suits you: 

https://www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk/careers/take-
the-test


HEALTHCARE OFFICIAL

Anna Jean Ayres was born on the 
18th of July 1920, Visalia, 
California. She was an American 
Occupational Therapist who was 
known for her work with Sensory 
Integration (SI). 

Jean Ayres defined sensory 
integration as: 
“The neurological process that 
organises sensation from one’s 
own body and from the 
environment and makes it 
possible to use the body 
effectively within the 
environment”. 

In other words, SI describes when 
the brain organises and 
determines what to do with the

A. Jean Ayres

Occupational Therapists help people 
recover from any mental, physical, 
sensory or communication skills they 
might have lost. Sounds like an important 
and rewarding job, right?. But, let’s be 
honest, young people our age don’t know a 
lot about it. So, here’s a bit of history on 
one very important Occupational 
Therapist and why you might be born for 
the job. 

By Sereny Staite
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Physics
Despite many challenges, our Physics students demonstrated 
resilience throughout the year and we are proud of their achievements.  
The department created many videos, giving students the opportunity 
to watch experiments being carried out.  During remote learning, 
we also encouraged students, whenever possible, to engage in 
independent practical work using resources found around the home.  
In Year 8, students were asked to make a model representing cavity 
wall insulation.  Grace Coleman submitted the following piece of work:

Another ‘hands-on’ challenge given to our Year 8 students involved 
the review of a video relating to Multi-Layer Insulation, followed by the 
students carrying out an experiment to illustrate the principle.  Liv Brown 
submitted the following piece of work:

‘This video is explaining Multi-Layer Insulation or, for short 
(since that is a bit of a mouthful), MLI.  This is basically the shiny stuff 

on the outside of a spacecraft.  We use it to keep the spacecraft at a fairly 
constant temperature because we don’t want it to become too hot or too 
cold.  We want it to remain cooler when it is in sunlight and warmer when 
it is in the shade, and we do that by using MLI.  Since there is no air in 
space, the only method of heat energy transfer is radiation.  To try to stop 
radiation from the Sun warming up the spacecraft, we need to reflect the 
radiation away by using MLI.  The outer layer of MLI reflects about 85% 
of the heat radiation and, for some parts of the spacecraft, that’s fine; this 
is called SLI (Single-Layer Insulation).  After that, they get another layer 
and put that behind the first layer and this reflects 85% of the amount of 
heat radiation that wasn’t reflected at the first layer.  You do that again and 
again (normally 10 to 20 layers) until there is a minimum amount of heat 
radiation getting through to the spacecraft.  The layers can’t touch each 
other, otherwise they all become the same layer, so we put netting between 
each layer.

In the video, the presenter makes a model of MLI at home, with 
aluminium foil and plastic netting.  In his experiment, he gets three ice 
cubes, all of the same size.  He leaves an ice cube, an ice cube with one 

layer of aluminum foil and another with four layers of foil (separated from 
each other by orange netting) on a plate.  To represent the radiation from 
the Sun, he turns on a light.  He leaves them there for five minutes.  The ice 
cube with no kind of insulation melted the most, then the ice cube with one 
layer and the ice cube with four layers melted the least.’
Mr Robin Jacobs
Head of Physics

Science
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Careers
The Conabor spirit has flourished in the 
Careers Department this year. 

Technology can be a wonderful thing and 
our careers provision has been delivered almost 
entirely online, even CV writing and external 
aptitude interviews. The virtual platform enabled 
us to offer information to a greater number of 
pupils and we are pleased that every student in 
the Senior School has been able to benefit from 
careers activities despite the year’s backdrop.

We were delighted to welcome Dame Mary 
Archer DBE, lifelong scientist and current Chair 
of the Science Museum, who was interviewed 
by student Careers Leaders Caroline Cornish 
and Stella Hastings. Dame Mary explained her 
commitment to ensuring that the next generation 
of scientists develops the skills needed to make a 
difference to our world, reflecting on the progress 
of women in science, the power of networking 
and the future of hydrogen. Karen Ross, TV 
producer and entrepreneur who reinvented the 
MasterChef format in 2004, provided inspiration 
and wisdom to our students on International 
Women’s Day: don’t be apologetic, let go of 
perfectionism and demand equal pay. Nura 
Bentata and Alma Miller, also student Careers 
Leaders, interviewed our local MP, Catherine 
West, who described her pathway from degrees in 
Social Science, Languages and Chinese Studies 
to working with refugees, which was the catalyst 
for a political career. For her, the opportunity 
to make a difference is the major attraction of 
her job. Harvard Professor Martin Puchner also 
beamed in live from the US to discuss his pathway 
into Comparative Literature and his new book, 
eloquently steered by journalist and parent, Sarah 
Lockett.

Students have also been fortunate to interact 
with prestigious City institutions: Rothschild & 
Co explained what investment banking involves 
and provided the fantastic opportunity to network 
virtually with young bankers. A panel of Channing 
parents and friends with a broad range of 
experience from Goldman Sachs took time out of 
their busy schedules to share their personal views 
on City careers with students. 

More than 20 speaker events this year have 
informed our students about the wonderful range 
of career options they can explore. These included 
Law (Sarah Jones QC; Tanya Callman), Finance 
(Parul Agarwal; Shilpa Bhandarkar; Malavika 
Solanki), Creative Careers (Amy Brown - Head 
of Creative Strategy at Google; Lucinda Hicks 
– CEO of Banijay UK; Katie Bull – founder of 
Clove + Clay), Diplomacy (Julie Heckscher), 
Medicine (Professor Riaz Asaria; Professor Shirley 
Hodgson; Emma Goldesgeyme), Music (Sarah 
Mansfield; Leora Cohen), Physics (Amanda 
Matthes), Journalism (Harriet Green) and Tech 

(Angela Tebe). Oli Barnett blazed a trail in the 
new Networking Series, exploring his journey 
from Mechanical Engineer to Management 
Consultant with our prospective engineers. 
Indeed, a number of speakers emphasised the 
need for flexibility and the likelihood of a non-
linear career pattern in future.

Three major events offered further areas 
of exploration: at To What Degree? students 
heard from panels of Creatives (entrepreneurs 
and an art historian), Communicators (a child 
psychotherapist, as well as PR/Comms experts 
and civil servants), Thinkers (from law to politics) 

Hear from professionals where your subjects might lead

To What Degree?
Monday 9th November 2020
Online 4.45pm

HL
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and Scientists (from medical editing to 
radiochemistry). Global Futures, introduced 
by Baroness Jean Coussins, emphasised how 
vital languages are across all business sectors 
and the Careers Convention showcased 
a range of careers. Students in business 
dress questioned professionals before the 
afternoon’s Entrepreneur Panel, introduced 
by Dr Anna Grosman. Students quizzed the 
entrepreneurs behind products ranging from 
tech solutions (Hypha) to Greek fine dining 
(Milos Restaurants) and healthy fizzy drinks 
(Turtle Soda).

Our sincere thanks go to all the parents, 
alumnae and friends of Channing who 
inspired the girls with their passion, 
pragmatic advice and key message: take every 
opportunity available! Our student Careers 
Leaders have done just that, making a superb 
contribution to the Careers Programme this 
year.

Ms Pavlopoulos & Mrs Bull

Channing Careers 
Convention
Thursday 24th June 2021
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Bronze report
We are extremely lucky that Year 9 were able 
to carry out both their practice and assessed 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expeditions this 
year. The Bronze assessed trip, which took place 
in Box Hill, Surrey, was the first residential trip 
to take place in the Senior School since the start 
of Covid-19. The students displayed a mature, 
determined approach to the task at hand and 
supported one another in their endeavours. We 
are extremely proud of the Year group and even 
received a delightful email from a member of 
the public about how wonderful our Channing 
students are. A huge well done to all of you! We 
were so proud to have received this email from 
a member of the public who encountered one 
of the groups while out running in Box Hill: “I 
was running with my friend in the Holmbury 
Hill and Leith Hill area on Friday and we were 
so very impressed by your students. They were 
polite and courteous to other people around 
them and they looked like they were tackling 
their challenge in a positive spirit. It was such 
a pleasure to see them and we wish them all the 
very best with completing their challenges and 
with their future.”

Here are some words from the cohort in 
reflection of their experiences:

‘I absolutely loved the Bronze DofE expedition 
and all it had to offer. From navigating and 
putting up a tent; to reaching our check-points 
in one piece and cooking on the trangia; every 
element was fun. It was a great thing to do with 
friends and we all motivated and helped one 
another throughout the trip. The views were 
beautiful and although we got lost many times, 
we had all improved our map-reading skills by 
the end! Although the expedition was hard, it 
was well worth it and we all felt a real sense of 
achievement on completion. Looking forward to 
Silver!’
Charlotte Sawtell 

‘The Bronze DofE was a great challenge for all 
of us! I especially enjoyed it because next year 
we are moving classes, so I got to enjoy spending 
time with my class friends for one of the last 
times. On Thursday and Friday we were meant 
to walk for 6 hours, however, my group seemed 
to get lost at every checkpoint, meaning that we 
actually ended up walking for about eight hours! 
In the PE lessons leading up to the enjoyable 
expedition, we planned our routes and learnt 
how to use a compass. These skills were very 
important for the real expedition, and without 
them, we would have been even more lost than 
we already were! We walked through fields, in 

forests, in the heat and in the rain... but through 
all of that, our group had to use teamwork and 
patience with each other, to ensure that we were 
working together to get to the finish line. When 
we arrived at the campsite on Thursday evening, 
we were exhausted from walking all day, but we 
had lots of funny memories we had made from 
walking the whole day, along with feeling very 
accomplished. We were able to design our own 
menu in PE lessons and actually cooking the 
food was very enjoyable – even if it didn’t quite 
turn out how we had expected! When we finally 
went to sleep it started raining and we listened 
to the noise of the rain falling on the tent which 
was very relaxing after the tiring day we’d had. 
On Friday morning, we made hot chocolate on 
our trangia, packed up our tents and rucksacks 
and were the first group to leave the campsite 
at 7.30am. Walking on Friday in the rain was 
different to Thursday when it was boiling hot, 
but even so, it was very enjoyable to walk with 
each other in the forest. The PE staff motivated 
us at each checkpoint and encouraged us to keep 
going. When walking the last few kilometres, 
we all had bad blisters and were so tired, but 
when we finally reached the train station we 
felt such a great sense of achievement from 
navigating our way through a place we had never 
been before, with our new skills that we had 
been taught. Overall, DoE was both tiring, and 
enjoyable. Although sometimes challenging, it 
was something I will always remember. It taught 
me and my peers great teamwork skills, as well 
as independence from navigating ourselves and 
deciding our routes and it brought us all closer 
together. I’m very happy that I was able to go 
because I learnt many skills and had lots of fun, 
along with all the memories I made.’
Chloe Hommel

‘I think that DofE was an extremely fun and 
challenging experience for both myself and my 
group. Although we did get lost a few times 
on the way, the positive attitude to get to our 
next destination usually stayed with us. This 
trip really improved our team work and made 
us think about how we can all contribute to 
the group to ensure that this experience was 
fun and successful. Throughout the very long 
detours, through fields or very steep hills, the 
entire group used and improved our skills of 
map reading and general sense of direction. 
After carrying a heavy rucksack on your back 
for two days the whole group was very tired and 
overjoyed when we finally reached our final 
checkpoint. However, we are all very excited 

and feel ready to take on the Silver DoE next 
academic year when we get to go on another 
expedition with our friends (and hopefully not 
get as lost next time).’
Kitty Hannam

‘I really enjoyed my Bronze DoE expedition! It 
was such a fun experience despite the incredibly 
heavy rucksack! As soon as I put the bag on my 
back I fell flat on my back but I have never felt 
more accomplished and proud afterwards. I 
especially enjoyed the evening at the campsite, 
where we cooked dinner as a group and made hot 
chocolate and s’mores!’
Kitty Gayer

‘I thoroughly enjoyed my Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh experience! It was an amazing 
opportunity to do something I really love 
while forming close relationships with people 
in my group. Not only did we improve our 
physical skills (by climbing up many large 
hills and trekking through fields), we also 
found improvements in our teamwork and 
communication skills. Although we got lost quite 
a few times, it was a very exciting and enriching 
excursion that brought our group closer together 
as teammates, but also as friends. Overall, I 
found this expedition really eye-opening as I had 
done walking before but never to this extent and 
with all of the equipment that we used.’
Ava Peers

‘At first I didn’t think that I was the kind of 
person who would enjoy walking in the middle 
of nowhere for 7 hours and camping out in the 
wild. I proved myself wrong! Our Bronze DofE 
expedition was challenging and tested some of 
us to our limits but it was such an amazing  way 
to learn to become more independent, work as 
a team, communicate with people and learn the 
basic skills of navigation with just a simple map 
and compass (yes Google Maps ruin these simple 
pleasures!) Rambling off course and off topic, 
we got lost in time and space, but ultimately the 
expedition stood out for three things: solidifying 
friendships, re-inventing sleepovers in Covid 
times and going back to basics. I can’t wait to see 
what’s to come in the Silver expedition!’
Ayushi Kekulthotuwa
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EmilyAng 
Maya Anthony
Emilie Bargibant
Madeleine Barrass
Emily Bawlf
Georgia Baxter
Kiki Berman
Natalia Boardman
Echo Braden
Celestine Brennan
Annabel Brod
Ella Brown
Niamh Carter
Arabella Challis
Maya Chitre
Eliza Church
Alice Cochrane
Charlotte Conyerd
Catrin Cox
Charlotte Crane
Sophie Dain
Beatrix Davis
Scarlett Davis
Julia de Arruda Campos Higgs
Hannah Dickman
Scarlett Durling
Lola Egerton
Ella Eldor-Levy
Jessica Ezro
Liviana Feher
Kitty Gayer
Margarita Gelfer

Ella Green
Maya Grosman
Georgina Grossman
Kitty Hannam
Eva Harris Brown
Chloe Hommel
Madeleine Horsell
Lucy Hunt
Farah Hutchings
Galya Hynes
Elsie Isaac
Tabitha Jackson
Eloise Johnson
EveJohnstone
Elsa Keaveny,
Ayushi Kekulthotuwa
Isabel Koch
Alisa Kondi
Rose Ledlin
Hannah Lennon
Sylvie Leong
Mia Levy 
Mia Lomer
Sophia Marshall
Maisy Mazer
Iona McCormack
Sophie McSpadden 
Camille Odile Mennear
Eleni Mordue
Tara Moriarty
Evie Morris
Erica Mullen

Amel Ofili
Chiara Palazzesi
Ava Peers
Iris Pendlebury
Maddalena Pickard
Isabella Preston
Olivia Price
Zoe Quartey
Saskia Ransford
Aimee Rosenthal
Adele Ryan
Charlotte Sawtell
Carolina Schuldig
Lana Seaton
Eliana Shaban
Emily Silver
Amelie Singer
Lauren Smith
Scarlett Sullivan
Madeleine Swayne
Axel Tettenborn
Ava Teversham
Sophia Towner
Simran Tulsiani
Tacita Twaddle
Haroula Voutsa
Lily Waite
Poppy Waltasaari
Arcadia Widdicombe
Saoirse Willis
Isabella Wilson

BRONZE PARTICIPANTS
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Silver report
On Sunday 4 July, eight Year 11 students headed out on their Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award practice trip to the South Downs for three days. We 
were lucky to be able to take them out after various alterations and cancellations due to Covid-19. The students were excited to get out and their positivity 
was plainly evident for their first overnight trip since the pandemic began. The weather was variable but the students' spirits were unwavering! It was a 
successful trip, the girls walked well and demonstrated excellent teamwork, navigation and camping skills. It was a pleasure to take them out. Well done 
Aliya, Branwen, Flora, Miranda, Maddy, Sienna, Lorna and Meaghan! 

Miss Moor and Mr Riggs-Long 
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Coordinators

  SILVER PARTICIPANTS

Branwen Bainbridge

Miranda Gomez Velasco

Lorna Goldman

Aliya Jami

Meaghan Lawrence

Madelaine Napier

Flora Pickford

Sienna Ransford
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Gold report
Twenty-six  Year 12 students were enrolled 
in the Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
this year. Here are their stories of their Gold 
expeditions during 2021.

Year 12 Gold DoF Expeditions – May 
2021
Many Year 12 Gold DofE girls rose to the 
challenge of independently organising their own 
expeditions to try to catch up with their Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

50 Shades of Slay (Molly Malbon, Eliza 
Goldstone, Lilia Foster, Anna Milsom and 
Annabel Gotto) completed a “back-to-back”, 
combined practice and assessed expedition in 
the Chilterns.

Goldiggers (Anisha Perera, Charlotte 
Woolley, Stella Hastings, Cicely Stokes, 
Jasmine Patra and Caroline Cornish) completed 
a practice expedition in Ashdown Forest.

Goldilocks (Maddi Hjelt, Hannah Percival , 
Asya Pendlebury, Jess McDonald, Mia Hanna 
and Noli Tebe) completed a practice expedition 
in the Peak District.

Well done to all of these Year 12s for seizing 
the opportunity during May half-term to speed 
up their completion for the Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award - congratulations!

Gold Diggers
After arriving at the campsite at around 9:30am, 
the first thing we were told to do was unpack 
every single item from our bags. Fair to say none 
of us were thrilled by the idea. But after a quick 
run through everyone’s kit (with the discovery 
that Caroline had only brought a sleeping bag 
liner and Jasmine had brought 6 apples for a 
3 day trip) the painful part seemed like it was 
over. The rest of that day consisted of setting 
up tents and a quick walk in the afternoon to 
remind ourselves of navigational skills. Day 2 
did not run quite as smoothly....up at 6:30 to 
start cooking breakfast before heading out for a 
full 19km walk. With the weather hitting 22°c 
with no wind to be seen, the heat started getting 
to a few of us. Stella and I may well have cried 
walking up one of the last hills, but we did it 
nonetheless. Day 2 turned out to be the hardest 
day despite us carrying less weight, day 3 was the 
full experience of all the kit and none of the help 
from the DofE leader. We planned a 15km route 
the night before (though somehow ended up 
walking 17km despite trying to take shortcuts). 
By 3pm on the Monday we were safely back at the 

campsite waiting to head home. Some of us were 
quite a bit more sunburnt than others, but we 
made it back in one piece!
Cicely Stokes, Gold Diggers

Goldilocks
Maddi: The Gold DofE practice expedition was 
indeed the highlight of my half term. I really 
loved how our team worked together to get 
back on track despite getting lost a couple of 
times on the second day, and singing a range of 
80s pop songs (there was a lot of ABBA) whilst 
trudging through the Peak District. I especially 
liked hanging out with the other group who were 
doing their practice expedition as well in the 
evenings. 
Hannah:I thoroughly enjoyed the Duke of 
Edinburgh practice Gold expedition, despite the 
very hot weather! I feel that we connected well 
as a group which allowed us to be very successful 
in organising, planning and performing our 
expedition. I mainly enjoyed the evenings, where 
we cooked dinner together and played a range of 
card games to help us pass the time. 
Asya: Even though I got badly sunburnt, DofE 

was such a fun experience as not only did I get 
to bond with my group and sing loudly through 
the peaks but I got to make friends with other 
groups travelling with the same company! We 
played a card game called cheat most nights and 
ate, sang and talked. Although the walking was 
strenuous and we sometimes got quite lost, we 
stayed resilient and made it to the train station 
four hours early! I loved it so much but I was so 
glad to be back in my own bed.
Noli: Gold DofE was such a fun and eye opening 
experience and was the highlight of my half-
term despite the hot weather. It gave me an 
opportunity to bond with the girls and the other 
Gold DofE group. Despite us getting lost on a 
few occasions and walking up massive hills it was 
an extremely fun experience.

50 Shades of Slay
On our Gold DofE, we practiced navigation and 
cooking with a trangia (lots of porridge!). We 
also developed teamwork skills when making 
new friends with the other people in our group. 
We observed the wildlife of the Chiltern Hills 
and appreciated being in the countryside for six 
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days. We also developed our time management 
skills when planning a longer route than on 
previous DofE expeditions, and when packing 
and unpacking equipment. We felt a real sense 
of achievement when we had finished and 
despite some of the more difficult moments, it 
proved to us what we can accomplish. Despite 
the extremely hot weather, we all managed to 
keep our morale high. It was a great exercise in 
patience and both looking out for others and 
yourself. We had lots of nice experiences in 
the countryside and met lots of friendly people. 
Overall, we had a great time.

Y12 Gold DoE Expeditions – July 2021
The Goldiggers and Goldilocks completed their 
assessed expedition with Channing DofE staff in 
the Brecon Beacons, Wales, and Soup completed 
their practice expedition.

GoldDiggers
In July, we drove out to the Brecon Beacons to 
try to complete our Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. 

In the six days that followed there was no 
shortage of laughter, tears and great memories 
that I am sure we will carry with us for a long 
time.

The trip started with a five-hour drive to 
Wales, something that was made bearable by 
the incredibly good music played in the minibus 
(courtesy of Charlotte Woolley and approved 
by Mr Hill). On our arrival at the campsite we 
quickly set up tents and then headed to find 
dinner in the small town of Hay-on-Wye, a place 
we would come to know as home for the duration 
of our trip. 

Acclimatisation day was a new experience for 
the majority of us, as we trekked through fields, 
rivers and multiple barbed wire fences without 
the difficulty of heavy rucksacks. As would 
become a common theme with our group, we 
arrived at the campsite first. We then went to a 
local pub for dinner (our last proper meal at 
a table for the next 4 days), before getting an 
early night - we knew the real challenge would 
start the next morning. 

After being dropped at the start point, we 
realised that we had been dropped in the 
wrong place. Mr Hill and Ms Yun were quick 
to apologise, however, they suggested that we 
just continue to our next checkpoint. The new 
route involved a horrendous hill, covered in 
nettles and was not well received by the group. 
However in true Channing fashion, we cried 
and kept moving, knowing that this was just the 
beginning. 

The wild camp was an interesting experience 
for the majority of people, especially as we had 
grown accustomed to nice campsites with toilets 
and the occasional shower. As the rain hit, we all 
glared enviously at Ms Yun and Mr Hill, who had 

the luxury of a heated lodge in the corner of our 
field, whilst we suffered through the rain. It was a 
night of many tears for all. 

The next two days were slightly more 
straightforward as we returned to ‘proper 
campsites’. The highlights of these two days 
included watching Mr Riggs-Long pour coconut 
water into his porridge at 7am on top of a hill 
(something nobody could understand), and 
arriving back at the car park in Hay-on-Wye at 
the end of our expedition. 

I don’t think anyone has ever been more 
grateful to see the Channing minibus, only to 
be told that we would have to walk to the B&B 
carrying all of our belongings. 

Gold DofE has been an incredible experience 
and even though it didn’t feel like it – we all made 
it back in one piece!

Soup
Our group ‘Soup’ was doing the practice 
expedition from 8-12 July. Day One was an 
acclimatisation day where we just carried a small 
day bag. We walked about 8km and encountered 
some vicious dogs who Yidi managed to tame. 
On Day Two we carried our big bags and got 
dropped to the wrong starting point, but it 
was fine because we had Ms Arnold to keep us 
company. 

We climbed a mountain called Sugar Loaf 
alongside some Welsh mountain bikers but we 
didn’t really understand their accents.

Day Three was the most challenging day as 
we climbed an even steeper mountain and were 
greeted with pouring rain when we finally arrived 
back at the campsite. We had such a good trip 
and thanks to the teachers who brought us.

Zoë Baranowski
Zara Coles
Sophie Collins
Caroline Cornish
Isabelle Fetterman
Lilia Foster
Eliza Goldstone
Annabel Gotto
Mia Hanna
Stella Hastings
Madeleine Hjelt

Amelie Lawlor
Molly Malbon
Jessica McDonald
Anna Milsom
Maria O’Carroll
Jasmine Patra
Asya Pendlebury
Hannah Percival
Anisha Perera
Sophia Reichwald
Ruby Reynolds

Cicely Stokes
Noli Tebe
Yidi Wang
Charlotte Woolley

GOLD PARTICIPANTS
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Extended Project Qualification
Every year some Sixth Formers choose an 
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). This 
is an independent research project, which 
may produce either a 5000-word essay or an 
artefact or production of some kind.  This is 
a valuable opportunity for students to work 
independently, to wrestle with problems of all 
kinds and to learn to think for themselves. 

Despite – or perhaps because of – the long 
hours spent in lockdown, a record number 
of students completed a project this year and 
the range of topics and the high standards 
of research and presentation on view were 
impressive:  

Jessica Berlin
What is the cultural and social significance of 

Southbank Skate Space? A short documentary 
film. (Geography)
Alix Cronkshaw

How were slaves viewed in literature by the 
Romans? (Classics)
Morgan Dropkin

Should we re-evaluate the way in which mental 
illnesses are diagnosed? (Psychology)
Chloe Grossmith-Dwek

To what extent would implementing 

compulsory voting increase democracy in the 
UK? (Politics)
Lily Blue Harper

From Lysistrata to Aspasia: is it ever possible 
to use classical models of  female activism 
constructively, without distortion?  (Classics)
Sarah Haskel

If money is a social construct, why is it so 
valuable? (Economics)
Kate Ivanova

How does the presentation of historical 
events in Russia evolve from the start of the 
20th century to the present day?  How does 
this compare with their presentation in British 
schools?  (History)
Millie Jackson

What part did geography have to play in the 
South’s defeat in the American Civil War? 
(History)
Melissa Redman

How far have modern scientific investigations 
aided our understanding of Tutankhamun’s 
physical condition, both in life and in death?  
(Archaeology)
Audrey Scher

How does the role of women in the economy 
differ around the world and why? (Economics)

Anna Vershkova
Faked outsider art: complete artifice or 

genuine expression? (Art)
This year also saw our first ever group 

theatrical project, performed, directed and 
produced to a very high standard despite the 
unforeseen interruption of lockdown for most of 
the spring term:
Lily Bea Howe

‘The Director’s complex’: an immersive 
performance exploring the importance of human 
connection (script and direction)
Hannah Schlenker

‘The Director’s complex’: a production design 
for an immersive theatrical production set in 
a dystopian world, examining the impacts of 
social isolation and the power of community and 
emotional connection.

Many thanks to these students for opening our 
eyes to such a wealth of knowledge, and from 
the students and me to their supervisors, Mr 
Boardman, Mrs Elliot, Mrs Garrill, Mr Haworth, 
Mrs Kennedy, Ms Melvin, Ms Penglase and 
Miss Ramsden, for their expert supervision and 
generous sacrifice of  their time in a difficult 
year.
Dr Nicky Devlin, EPQ Co-ordinator
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Maddie Macleod, Year 13
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Library
The past academic year has been one like no 
other for the Library. In September we were 
delighted to open our doors again, albeit with 
restrictions on who could come in at what 
time, for social distancing reasons. Pupils 
have really missed being able to browse in the 
Library at break and lunch times. However, 
they have also embraced browsing and 
ordering books on the online catalogue and 
borrowing ebooks and audiobooks from the 
digital library ePlatform. 

Author visits
Pupils have had virtual visits from a range of 
exciting authors and speakers. In October the 
poet Lewis Buxton devised a series of videos 
for pupils in Years 7-13 with poetry readings 
and creative writing exercises on the theme of 
‘Vision’ for National Poetry Day. In November 
the historian Katie Donington spoke to Year 12 
about her career and research into the history, 
legacies and representation of transatlantic 
slavery.

For World Book Day in March the children’s 
and young-adult authors Sheena Wilkinson, 
Frances Hardinge, Sarah Govett and Meg Rosoff 
spoke to Years 7, 8, 9 and 11 respectively. 
For International Women’s Day, renowned 
activist and founder of Everyday Sexism Laura 
Bates recorded an assembly video on the theme 
‘Choose to Challenge’. 

Modern Foreign Languages and Classics 
students have also had the chance to meet 
authors relating to their studies. Paule du 
Bouchet spoke to Year 12 French students about 
her collection of short stories ‘A la vie à la mort’ 
and Lola Llatas spoke to Year 8 Spanish students 
about her book ‘Sara y el misterio de la niña 
fantasma’. The playwright Samantha Ellis spoke 
to Sixth Form students about her play ‘Phyllis’ 
inspired by Ovid’s ‘Heroides’.

All the authors had wonderful insights to share 
with pupils and the virtual format allowed them 
to join us from homes as far away as Paris and 
County Down.

As part of the Book Pen Pals scheme, Tracy 
Darnton, author of thrillers ‘The Truth About 
Lies’ and ‘The Rules’, has exchanged post cards 
with Year 8 Book Club, sharing writing tips and 
book recommendations. She also visited Year 
8 virtually, including leading a discussion of 
George Orwell’s ‘1984’.

Book clubs and reading challenges
Pupils in Years 7-9 took part in the Trinity 
Schools Book Award, reading fourteen books on 
the theme ‘Only Human’. Pupils were challenged 
to read as many of the books as possible between 
November and January, earning a House point 

for each book they read and reviewed. And Year 
7 book club took part in the Alexandra Palace 
Children’s Book Award, reading a shortlist of 
six books chosen by local school librarians and 
voting for their favourite. 

For both book awards, the award ceremonies 
were held virtually but were no less exciting 
for that, with author Q&As and showcases of 
students’ reviews and creative responses.

Pupil librarians
The pupil librarians as ever have been a fantastic 
support. This year they have helped deliver 
books to form rooms, publicise library initiatives, 
design displays and suggest new books. 

Euro Toolbox
Together with the Junior School library we 
hosted a collection of books in six European 
languages (French, German, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Italian and Polish). These 
showcased the best new fiction for young 
readers, including picture books, middle grade 
and young adult fiction. The collection was used 
in library lessons and for pupils to browse in the 
Library.

Ms Ramsden, Senior School Librarian

Laura Bates recorded a video for pupils to watch in assemblies on International 
Women’s Day on the theme ‘Choose to Challenge’

Our Book Pen Pal, Tracy Darnton, shared 
reading recommendations and writing tips 
with Year 8 Book Club this year
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Author Sarah Govett discussed with Year 9 
pupils the basis of her novels. She is the author 
of the award-winning dystopian trilogy  ‘The 
Territory’, comedies  ‘India Smythe Stands Up’ 
and ‘India Smythe in Love?’, and recently the 
book ‘We Go On Forever’. 

Ms Govett talked to us just before her new 
book ‘We Go On Forever’ came out this May. 
Due to Covid-19, she met pupils through Google 
Meet and explained her six fantastic books. 
Pupils were informed about themes of climate 
problems and the stress of tests in her trilogy 
‘The Territory’, the comedic light-read about 
the love problems of a typical teenage girl, India 
Smythe, and the mixture of dystopia and romance 
in her new book ‘We Go On Forever’. 

The start of the dystopian series is set 40 years 
into future Britain, where people have to compete 
for space and land drastically reduced by flooding. It 
follows the story of Noa and her friends who have 
to pass their exams or be sent to the wetlands. For 
the exams a real chance of success often comes 
only from the people who can afford to upload 
information into their child’s brains. Noa is unable 
to afford this, and with the odds against her, has to 
find a way to avoid the wetlands at all cost. 

You may know the dystopian world as a 
superficial area filled with matters of life and death, 
whilst the characters try to overthrow the depicted 
‘evil regime’. This stayed with Ms Govett as she 
found the meaning of what it is to be human by 
asking the questions: ‘Are we all equal?’, ‘What’s 
it like to have a soul?’ and ‘What binds us all 
together as humans?’. The writer Kazuo Ishiguro 
has described this as the ‘frustration of the ancient’ 
– working out how to ask these really important 
questions but in a fun, modern way.  Dystopian 
novels are one way of addressing these questions in 
an exciting way for modern audiences. 

Fortunately, we see this in ‘1984’ with George 
Orwell linking  to the worries of Communism and 
Nazism by showing a totalitarian society with an 
all-controlling environment. We see this again in 
Sarah’s own book trilogy ‘The Territory’ as she 

addresses possible global warming disasters – such 
as malaria reaching the UK and flooding – and 
the stresses of school tests. Sarah mentioned the 
unwanted pressures on young people, which she 
witnessed when she was a tutor, and mentioned how 
unrealistic it is to measure intelligence in one stress-
packed test. She further underlined her worries in 
book two when a study showed the possibilities of 
malaria coming to the UK in as soon as 10 years’ 
time; I would recommend reading the series to find 
out more about Noa’s world. 

Ms Govett also brings joy through her writing, 
in the comedies ‘Indie Smythe Stands Up’ and 
‘India Smythe in Love?’, which focus on her eventful 
teenage life. The second book ‘India Smythe in 
Love?’, was published last November and is a 
romance set in 2020 which focuses on falling in love 
in the Covid pandemic. She chose this comedy, as 
she wanted people to relax in lockdown times.

Ms Govett then decided to mix up romance and 
dystopia in her newest book ‘We Go On Forever’. 
Her publisher Marotte Books describes it as a 
‘timely and heart-wrenching love story set in a dark 
dystopian world with echoes of Never Let Me Go’. 
Now if that isn’t a great sounding story then what 
is?! 

Listening to Sarah Govett’s fabulous mind along 
with many other authors is very interesting and I 
hope for it to happen again soon.

Caitlin Steers, Year 10

Award-winning author 
enthralls students with 
dystopian tales
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The Sixth Form Centre continued to be a 
hive of activity, even under the new Covid-19 
guidance. Although the Year groups were 
separated into bubbles, with the Year 12 
finding their feet in the Studio whilst the 
Year 13 occupied themselves in the ‘Quiet’ 
study area, there were still opportunities 
to engage as a Sixth Form community.  
The most obvious example of this was the 
vigil organised by the Sixth Form Officers 
alongside Emmy, Charlotte and Grace 
Abrahams in Year 12, which saw all the Sixth 
Form students gathered for this thoughtful 
event, which acknowledged the powerful 
messages sent through the Everyone’s Invited 
website.  

The opportunity to strengthen ties continued 
through the buddy system, albeit online as well 
as with socially distanced meetings, but this 
allowed the Year 13 to impart their wisdom to 
the Year 12 students on Sixth Form life. The 
Retro Sports day for the Sixth Form also allowed 
for some frivolity with some fierce competition 
in the egg and spoon race, as well as ‘Welly 
wanging’.  

Societies also continued to go from strength 
to strength and students engaged in debate 
and presented on areas of interest in the 
Medical discussion group, Psychology Society, 
Engineering Society, History Girls, Politics 
Society, FemSoc and Rainbow Society… to name 
but a few.   

The Officer team, ably led by Georgia and 

Maeve, who had an extended season in role, 
worked hard to build relationships with the 
Year groups through different virtual activities. 
The Sixth Form Officers, Juliet and Anna, 
also organised a Channing Sixth Form playlist 
that can still be accessed on Spotify and the 
Christmas stockings were still displayed for 
‘secret santa’ this year – Covid safe, of course.

Enrichment continued to be a highlight for 
students as they participated in creating TED 
talks; art of Djing; Diversity and inclusion 
discussion group; Art and Design as well as 
Engineering and model building. Critical 
Thinking and Religious Education (A-Z) 
also featured, whilst EPQ continues to be an 
opportunity for students to express themselves 
through academic research. 

Drama and Music events may have been 
slightly different this year but we were treated to 
some wonderful productions from the Year 13 
A level Drama students, Hannah, Lily-Bea and 
Niamh, whilst there have been an array of musical 
interludes – both live and virtually – and certainly 
a highlight was the ‘SIX’ production where Lara 
Dailey, Melissa Redman, Julia Conti-Gemes 
and Lucy Narunsky performed songs from the 
musical.  

Peer Education Project, in its second year, 
saw a number of Year 12 Peer Educators 
teaching Year 7 PSHE lessons on mental 
health as part of the Mental Health Foundation 
programme. Community service continued to 
play a role in the Sixth Form, not only as part of 

our longstanding charitable work, but also as 
part of our growing partnership with Highgate 
Newtown Community Centre (HNCC). 
Year 12 students, for example, volunteered 
to produce under-5 videos for HNCC and 
during Enrichment Week, Year 12 students 
volunteered at Brookfield Primary School, whilst 
others went litter picking with the Sustainability 
Officers and Mrs Devine or researched for 
the Museum of Slavery and Freedom with our 
Catering Manager, Judith Hibbert.  

The ‘Life beyond Channing’ programme 
saw Year 13 involved in online cooking in 
preparation for university life and they also had 
workshops on thriving at university, finance, and 
a full day of self-defence. The dressing-up week 
was also a highlight. with Year 13 dressing up 
in decades, iconic figures, as well as a favourite 
teacher doppelgänger.  

Springboard to the Future 2021 saw Year 
13 participate in several different activities, 
including work with the Careers Department, 
where they heard from Amanda Milsom on 
preparation for the workplace. A trip to Brighton 
saw the Year group have a final activity together.
Although the government’s delay in ‘unlocking’ 
meant that the Leavers’ Assembly was without 
a full Senior School audience, the Year 12 
audience enjoyed the opportunity to see Year 
13 receive prizes and awards, as well as enjoying 
their photos from Year 7 to Year 13.

Ms Jennifer Kung, Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form Report
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I have been hugely proud of the progress and development around 
Teaching and Learning this year. Channing staff and students have 
risen again to the challenges of teaching and learning in a Virtual 
classroom during lockdowns and restrictions around what teachers 
and students are able to do when in the classroom. It is very obvious 
that the Channing community is flexible and innovative.

‘Spotlight’ is Channing Senior School’s Teaching and Learning 
publication. It is distributed weekly to staff and focuses on the development 
of classroom practice and current educational research. All teaching staff 
are encouraged to contribute, and it reflects our commitment to being a 
collaborative, learning community. You can find all the Spotlights from 
this year on the school website. The teaching profession is increasingly 
research based. Classrooms, teaching and learning are complex. Our 
profession is increasingly becoming critical consumers of research. We 
have used research to make decisions about where to invest our time to 
improve our classroom practice.

There are two teaching and learning developments we are especially 
proud of this year. Firstly we have hosted an increased number of student 
teachers in their first and second placements. Many thanks to colleagues 
in the MFL, Art, English and Classics departments for their support of 
these student teachers. Secondly, despite restrictions, we have been able 

to continue our twice monthly teaching and learning Friday briefings via 
recorded videos. This is an essential part of staff CPD. In the first term we 
focused on practical ideas about feedback in the classroom, whilst in Spring 
and Summer terms our heads of Departments presented on what feedback 
looks like in their departments.

Magic wand and the new academic year

I recently asked a number of Channing teachers a question: If you had a 
magic wand what’s the one thing that you would change about Channing 
pupils?

Although there was a number of different answers they all had the same 
theme and can be best summed up by this quote: “There is very little I 
would change about Channing pupils, but I really want them to be more 
fearless in their learning: to embrace challenges and to stop being scared of 
tests, marks and grades. I want them to stop being afraid of failure.”

As we move towards the new academic year my main focus is going to be 
finding out the answers to what causes such an amazingly talented group of 
students to have such a fear of failure and what can we do about it. 

Mr Andrew Boardman, Assistant Head (Teaching and Learning)

Teaching and Learning review
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Young Enterprise
We are Team Ignite: eight young, female 
entrepreneurs determined to make a 
difference.

Our product can-dle - ‘the can that calms’ 
– is an environmentally friendly, homemade 
candle that aims to promote positive mental 
health. It is a sustainable, luxury option using 
biodegradable soy wax, an upcycled tin can and 
100% recyclable packaging. We offer three 
exquisite scents: lavender, vanilla and grapefruit 
at an affordable price. 

Our high-quality product combined with our 
strong digital presence secured more than 600 
followers and more than £1400 in profit to date 
in unprecedented circumstances. In line with our 
theme of promoting positive mental health, we 
will be donating a proportion of our profits to a 
mental health charity called ‘Calm’.

Setting up own business and winning the 
North London Best Company Award 2021 
brought us so much: here are some of our 
conclusions:

Izzy: Young Enterprise has taught me the 
importance of flexibility, resilience and creativity 
to business success, particularly in challenging 
times like these. I have learnt so much about 
business and teamwork, and as Finance Director 
I now appreciate the importance of financial 
controls and using accurate data when making 
decisions. I am sure this will be invaluable to me 
in the future.

Sophie: Young Enterprise has allowed me to 
develop my creative skills through successfully 
creating and designing a brand as well as giving 
me an insight into the consumer market from a 
different perspective. 

Hannah: I have gained so much – from 
teamwork skills, to organisation and resilience, it 
has been an amazing experience!

Lara: Getting an insight into running a 
business as well as leading a team to victory 
has taught me so much about teamwork and 
leadership. It has been such a rewarding 
experience which I am so grateful to have been a 
part of. 

Sophia: I think the most important skill 
I’ve gained are patience and communicating 
with teammates, especially when we faced 
challenges that required maximum teamwork and 
collaboration.

Amrit: Young Enterprise was a great 
opportunity for me to enhance my time 
management skills by having to balance my 
responsibilities within the team with my other 
commitments.

Tori: Young Enterprise has allowed me to 
think much more deeply about the need for a 
sustainable and positive progression for our 
planet. It has also provided me with a host of 
problem-solving skills stemming from the 
challenges of running a business through a 
pandemic. 

Mali: Learning how to present myself 
professionally in an interview and getting 
practice on this was such a valuable experience 
which I hope will serve me well for the future.

We would like to thank our Centre Lead Ms 
Pavlopoulos for advising and guiding us through 
the process, as well the professionals who were 
kind enough to volunteer to coach and support 
us: Mr Sullivan, Ms Bour, Mrs Goldenberg, Mrs 
Bull and Mrs Duffner.

We would also like to thank our friends and 
family; we could not have created our sustainable 
company without their help in collecting tin 
cans. Their involvement meant we added value 
through the eco-friendliness of our product. 

We would lastly like to thank our customers 

for their involvement in market research to help 
us determine certain aspects of our product, 
purchasing the products as well as giving 
feedback after purchase. The financial success of 
our business was mostly down to their support. 

Young Enterprise was an amazing experience, 
which we highly recommend to students lower 
down the school!
Team Ignite

Team Ignite won the North London 
Best Company Award 2021 with their 
product can-dle – ‘the can that calms’, 
an environmentally friendly, homemade 
candle
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Cocoa Wagner, Year 13
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This tribute to Hilary was made at her funeral 
by Roy Hill, Channing Bursar, on 2 July 
2021.

Hilary started working at Channing in 1979 
(long before some of those present today were 
born), initially as a Lab Technician before 
working her way up to be the school’s IT 
Network Manager.

She believed in the power of computing and 
saw the possibilities and the potential long 
before others. She took the risk and made IT and 
Channing her career. 

I do not think it would be unfair to say that for 
many years IT was a ‘man’s world’ and in this 
world Hilary more than held her own 

She was always restless to come up with 
answers to pressing problems, and we all brought 
those to her by the giga-load! ‘Leave it with me – 
I’ll sort it’ was the standard Hilary refrain.

She wanted staff to embrace IT, but not in a 
pushy or forthright way – she understood that 
everyone had their limitations. She also had bags 
of patience.

Hilary enjoyed watching those in fifth gear 
fly and innovate – but she also relished the 
challenge of getting those stuck in first gear 
to move up slowly, sometimes only to second 
or third gear – but for Hilary this was a real 
achievement. 

She was always helping people – she didn’t 
always let you know THAT she was helping YOU 
or WHAT she was doing to help but she WAS 
helping.

She’d often just give you an impish little smile, 
which meant the problem had been logged.
Hilary didn’t forget anything.

She only ever had the best intentions –
sometimes it might have made things easier if she 
told you what those intentions were... but again 
that was Hilary. 

Doing good was part of her psyche.
She loved working with children and believed 

that they should be trusted to use computers in 
a free and liberating way; yes there needed to be 
boundaries but the instant urge to ban anything 
interesting or ‘new’ was like Prohibition to 
Hilary and a source of much frustration.

But Hilary was not only the IT Network 
Manager – she did so much more in school. 

She was an avid supporter of all the school’s 
musical and drama events, she was always there – 
quietly in the background. 

She ran the Robotics Club for the Year 7s and 
supported some IT lessons. I never knew her 
more animated than when talking about Junior 
School pupils programming their Bee-Bots. 

She loved going on trips, none more so than 

Carroty Wood, when Hilary would support the 
Year 7s in their induction and she would be the 
first name on the list for the Maths department’s 
Bletchley Park trip

She was also an IT teacher to the lower Years 
in the school.

And I can also remember Hilary being 
responsible for the video and sound support at 
school including for Founders’ Day – the biggest 
day in the school calendar. I was somewhat 
surprised in my first year at the school to be 
walking around at 8.30pm, making sure that 
everything was ok for the next day to find Hilary 
perilously balanced at the top of the monkey bars 
(long since gone) cable tying microphones and 
cables to the rings... not a ladder or co-worker in 
sight... but she was absolutely in her element.

It would not be unfair to say that Hilary was 
ever present in the school. She was always 
there, in the staff room, on the benches in the 
playground, in the IT Rooms and occasionally in 
her office surrounded by memories of her years 
at the school. The school seems a much emptier 
place without her – I still feel myself getting up 
from my chair to walk outside and chat to Hilary 
but then have to stop.

She rarely took a day off – indeed her 
attendance was so good that one day in my 
second year when Hilary did not turn up to work 
(phoning in sick would not be something Hilary 
did) one of the team drove me to Hilary’s flat 
to check if she was ok. I think she was slightly 
shocked to see me at her front door standing 
there in her pyjamas – she actually was sick. I’m 
not sure whether it was because of that or not – 
but I do not recall her ever being off sick again. 

As well as being highly intelligent, thoughtful 
and determined, Hilary was also slightly 
mischievous and epitomised a Unitarian poster 
that used to hang in the Sixth Form Centre: “A 
little rebellion now and again is a good thing.”

There is also an equally apt Steve Jobs quote 
that sums up Hilary’s approach to life: “Better to 
be a pirate than to be in the Navy.”

As a Navy man I wasn’t so sure until I gave it 
some thought, and yes Hilary was definitely a 
pirate…

She provided the welcome and often 
unwelcome challenges to proposed 
developments.

Hilary did not like meetings, especially ones 
that might constrain her or stop her doing what 
she believed in.

And she did not always conform – but in a 
clever understated way so you rarely noticed. 

People like me were ‘the Navy’ – we, 
the hierarchy, sometimes got in the way of 

technological progress and I think Hilary was 
always worried that our protocols and policies 
would stifle innovation and enjoyment. 

There’s always a balance, of course, and 
Hilary could see that. She knew you needed both 
pirates and the Navy – someone to innovate and 
challenge and then somebody else to organise, 
lead and communicate – but I know sometimes 
deep down I was just ‘annoying’.

Hilary was without doubt one of the formative 
figures in the school’s development over the past 
42 years. Her love of the school, love of working 
with children and her willingness to embrace and 
implement change will not be forgotten. 

She was a much-loved and highly respected 
friend and colleague who leaves a large hole in 
the school. 

At the risk of sounding like an Apple salesman,  
I would like to finish on another quote from 
Steve Jobs. “I’ve been thinking about God 
a bit more. And I find myself believing a bit 
more. Maybe it’s because I want to believe in an 
afterlife. That when you die, it doesn’t just all 
disappear – all that wisdom you’ve accumulated. 
Somehow it lives on, but sometimes I think it’s 
just like an on-off switch. One click and you’re 
gone. And that’s why I don’t like putting on-off 
switches on Apple devices.”

Thankfully there is no ON/OFF switch for 
the school and our community. I know in our 
memories and in our day-to-day life, Hilary, you 
will always live on and your wisdom, like you, will 
be sorely missed.

Obituary: Hilary Wilmer
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Ms Wilmer enjoyed watching 
those in fifth gear fly and 
innovate – but she also relished 
the challenge of getting those 
stuck in first gear to move 
up slowly sometimes only to 
second or third gear – but 
for Hilary this was a real 
achievement



64

We had a fabulous day in the Junior 
School celebrating Founders’ Day. I 
would like to say a big thank you to the 
Channing Association for organising the 
most spectacular Covid-secure Summer 
Fair onsite. The girls (and staff) loved it! 

At our assembly, we were lucky to be 
joined by Mrs Hughes and two special guests: 
Mrs Leslie, Chair of Governors and Reverend 
Kate Dean from the Rosslyn Hill Chapel in 
Hampstead. Of course, we maintained Covid 
protocols with some girls in Fairseat Hall 
and the majority watching virtually in their 
classrooms. We started by singing a beautiful 
Unitarian hymn never before (as far as we 
know) sung at our school: All Welcome Here. 
It was a real treat to hear singing and you 
could hear it emanating from all the classroom 
windows and doors around the school.  

The girls were excited to see Reverend 
Kate as they remembered her from her 
fantastic virtual assembly in January where she 
explained the historic connection between 
the Chapel and our School. Channing was 
originally set up to educate the daughters of 
Unitarian ministers and some of the Chapel 
members helped to get our fabulous school 
started. Back in the 1880s, it was quite 
unusual for girls to get a good education, 
so the founders were doing something 
very special by making sure that girls got 
the education they deserved, so that they 
could thrive. As you know, we uphold our 
Unitarian heritage and encourage all of 
the girls to develop respect, tolerance and 
understanding of all cultures and faiths. One of 
the many ways we have given the girls greater 
understanding of different cultures this year is 
by planning an ‘Around the World Week’. On 
Founders’ Friday, the girls and staff thoroughly 

enjoyed exploring the different countries by 
visiting the different classrooms around the 
school. We were lucky enough to travel to: 
Asia (Japan and Iran), to North America (El 
Salvador and Jamaica), to South America (Peru 
and Chile), to Africa (Rwanda and Botswana), 
to Europe (Russia and Ireland) and to Oceania 
(Fiji and Samoa). 

The previous week, I reminded the girls 
that we would be introducing a very special 
award this year: The Rosslyn Hill Chapel 
Award is to be given to a pupil, or group of 
pupils every summer. There will be one award 
for the Junior School and one for the Senior 
School - for girls who have displayed Unitarian 
values during the year. It will be given to girls 
who have shown care for their community, 
whether that be in the form of community 
service, charity events or sponsored activities. 
Our school ethos emphasises kindness, as 
well as individual social responsibility, and 
this award reflects these important Unitarian 
values.

At our Founders’ Friday assembly, not only 
was I able to announce the winner of the 
award to all of the girls (as nominated by 
them), but also told the girls who had won 
the design competition for the special plate. 
Many of the girls entered this competition 
set by Mr Fellows, Art and DT Coordinator. 
With great difficulty, we selected the winning 
entry and sent it off to be transformed into 
a ceramic plate by a professional artist. The 
winner of the design competition with her 
colourful drawing was Freya L (6W). The 
Rosslyn Hill Chapel Award was presented by 
Rev Kate to Anna A (5M) for being friendly 
to all of the girls in her class and across 
the school, for being inclusive in games at 
playtime, for supporting charities (both in and 

out of school) and for always thinking about 
the greater good for our community and for 
society.

We also reflected on the meaning of 
our school’s motto: Girls Enjoying Success. 
On Friday, the girls skillfully and eloquently 
explained what this means: success is attaining, 
or achieving a purpose, or a goal you have set 
out to accomplish. It’s about being yourself, 
working hard to achieve your dreams, learning 
lessons from your mistakes and being the best 
version of yourself. We want to inspire all of 
the girls to try their very best in everything 
they do and at the same time, enjoy their 
efforts! 

As we didn’t explore Antarctica as part 
of ‘Around the World Week,’ I managed to 
include it in assembly by comparing success 
to an iceberg. It’s not always an easy road to 
success. Success is like the tip of an iceberg; 
other people see you being successful as this 
is above the water. To be successful, there are 
many things people don’t see just like the part 
of the iceberg under the water. In Assembly, 
we thought about working hard, persevering 
and being resilient. Mrs Hughes also helped us 
to think about how important it is to try and 
try again by reading the poem, ‘Try Try Again’ 
by T.H.Palmer. We connected this to our 
school motto: Conabor; I shall try. 

The girls were also keen to point out (and 
as illustrated by the many and varied Girls 
Enjoying Success Awards I give out) that 
success is different for everyone. It’s different 
for each and every one of the girls and that’s 
great as we are each different with our own 
different strengths, different interests and we 
all like to enjoy different things. William Ellery 
Channing (after whom our school is named) 
said: ‘Each of us is meant to have a character 
all our own, to be what no other can exactly 
be and do what no other can exactly do.’

We ended the assembly with a tear-jerking 
song: May a Rainbow Run Beside You. I had 
to wipe my eyes several times and Miss 
Lawrence, who was standing nearby streaming 
the assembly, had goosebumps. This reminded 
us that despite the many challenging moments 
this year, when the girls couldn’t play with, or 
see their friends, or teachers in person and 
when they couldn’t come into school, we 
were very lucky to have the support of each 
other, our special community. 

We also always had hope for brighter things 
to come. As they say, ‘after the storm, comes 
the rainbow’. There is a huge rainbow ahead 
of us!

Head of the Junior School’s 
Founders’ Day Report 
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“Creativity takes courage”, as French 
painter Henri Matisse once said. A good 
artist also needs to practise their skills. 
In Art lessons, pupils at the Junior School 
have been working on their techniques 
as well as making some brave decisions, 
considering the viewer and thinking of 
ways to engage them. In Reception and 
Key Stage 1, pupils have been learning 
all about mark-making and creating 
texture with a variety of techniques 
such as printing. In Key Stage 2, the 
children have studied key skills like 
shading, understanding form and shape, 
perspective and colour theory.

In Year 4, the pupils started the year 
practising their hand-eye coordination by 
completing ‘blind contour’ drawing exercises 
where an artist draws the contour of a 
subject without looking at the paper. The 
outcomes look quirky and fun, and the 
benefits to their progress in drawing are 
significant.

We also had a focus on peer feedback 
which has enabled the children to understand 
how they can improve their own work. This 
was put to great use in Year 4’s Frida Kahlo 
project where they created self-portraits in 

the style of the artist, and also Year 5’s lino 
printing assignment based on the work of 
Cornish printmaker Lou Tonkin. 

Matisse would be proud to know the 
girls at the Junior School have also been 
getting creative in their Design & Technology 
lessons. Working from a brief, the children 
must design a product for a purpose and 
with a user in mind. Their products must be 
functional as well as innovative. 

During Virtual School in the Spring Term, 
children in Year 2 designed vehicles for their 
form teachers and then created models with 
moving axles and wheels. Back at school 
in Year 3, the pupils designed mascots to 
represent countries taking part at the Tokyo 
Olympics. They explored pneumatic systems 
and made their models move in a variety 
of ways. Girls in Year 4 created their own 
interactive version of a favourite picture book 
The Day the Crayons Quit, featuring pop-
ups, levers and flaps. Elsewhere, Key Stage 2 
children were given STE (Science, Technology 
and Engineering) challenges such as designing 
a marble run and creating a usable chair solely 
from cardboard. Pupils have had so much fun 
this year, mending and tinkering, testing and 
retesting, and solving a multitude of puzzles!

Beginning in the Spring Term, both Year 6 
classes took part in the Junior Entrepreneur 
Programme, learning about how businesses 
grow from a good idea and what it takes 
to become a successful entrepreneur. Each 
class decided on a concept and then worked 
in teams to manage various aspects of the 
business, such as Finance and Marketing. 6E 
produced tie-dye face masks whereas 6W 
created terrariums from upcycled jam jars. 
The sales teams worked hard to ensure the 
businesses made a profit, and this resulted in 
a combined yield of £360, of which half was 
donated to charity and half provided the girls 
with an end-of-project treat.

Also in the Spring Term, a competition 
was held to find a special design to feature 
on the school’s new Rosslyn Hill Chapel 
Award. The pupils were invited to submit 
entries that celebrated the wonderful stained 
glass windows at the chapel in Hampstead, 
and many girls chose to include a reference 
to the Reverend Kate Dean’s maxim ‘Open 
Minds, Helping Hands, Loving Hearts’. The 
judging panel chose Freya Longhurst’s design 
as the Junior School winner and her vibrant 
composition has been included on the plate 
crafted by a ceramicist from Oxfordshire.

Art & Design Technology

Designing and making vehicles with moving 
axles and wheels (Year 2)

Lino print of a garden bird (Year 5) Self-portrait inspired by Frida Kahlo (Year 4)
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Creating a Marble Run from cardboard
 (Year 3)

Blind contour drawing of a teddy bear 
(Year 4)

‘Rainbow Fish’ with printed scales 
(Reception)

Exploring texture and printing using a variety 
of materials (Year 1)

The winning design for the Rosslyn Hill Chapel 
Award by Freya Longhurst in Year 6



68

It has been another exciting year in the 
world of technology at the Junior School. 
While our pupils have continued to focus 
on key skills during our weekly lessons, 
we are constantly looking for innovative 
new ways to embed technology across 
the curriculum. It has been fantastic to 
see how brilliantly our students have 
adapted to using both Seesaw and 
Google Classroom to share their work 
online.

Having not been able to travel for much 
of the year, the green screen has enabled us 
to record our own weather broadcasts and 
travel back in time to Anglo Saxon Britain in 
addition to producing our own masterpieces 
to share as part of our Class Assemblies. 

Our classroom screens have played host 
to many time travelling visitors from Ancient 
Egypt and Roman Britain. In Year 4, pupils 
were encouraged to build their own Aztec 
cities using Minecraft.

With the increased use of technology 
comes the added responsibility of keeping 
our pupils safe online. We have continued 
to use the Rising Stars scheme to enable 
all pupils to behave responsibly and report 
anything that they feel is inappropriate. 
The theme for our Safer Internet Day this 
year was ‘An Internet We Trust: exploring 
reliability in the online world.’ Supported by 
the Digital Leaders, we were all encouraged 
to participate in different activities to raise 
awareness of the importance of checking 
sources before trusting the information in 
front of them. Our younger pupils were 
introduced to Digi duck who shared stories 
of friendship, responsibility and critical 
thinking online.

We were also delighted to participate 
in the Safer Internet Centre and 2Simple 
official Guinness World Records title for 
the most pledges received for an internet 
safety campaign in 24 hours. As 16372 were 
received, we are now the current world 
record holders.

The Digital Leaders have been working 
exceptionally hard this year, producing 
informative videos to support their peers 
when accessing work online as well as 
showing students and adults how to use 
the technology available. In November, they 
were given the opportunity to trial LEGO® 
Education SPIKE™, learning activities to think 
critically and solve complex problems, an 
experience they very much enjoyed.

Computing
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Everyone knows the old adage, ‘The 
show must go on!’ and this has certainly 
been true for Drama in the Junior School 
this year. From Traditional Tales in 
Reception to Greek Theatre in Year 6, 
the weekly lessons have been as creative 
and collaborative as ever, developing the 
girls’ communication skills, empathy and 
self-confidence. 

The first of our big productions was the 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 Nativity, ‘The 
Angel Who Missed It All’. We had grumpy 

travellers, three wise men who were 
hopelessly lost, some camels who got the 
hump and a beautiful Spanish carol. The 
show was filmed in the Arundel Centre in 
December and the girls took to the stage 
with huge excitement and enthusiasm. 

Slightly delayed but well worth waiting for 
was the lower Key Stage 2 production,’Can’t 
Stop the Feeling’. Every emotion was on 
show as the girls sang, danced and acted their 
hearts out. From ‘When You’re Smiling’ to 
‘Achy Breaky Heart’ to ‘The Go-Away Bird’, 

the girls relished the opportunity to express 
ALL their feelings, the good, the bad and the 
ugly!

We ended the year with the Key Stage 2 
production, ‘Just So’: the perfect production 
to showcase the girls’ incredible talent and 
passion for drama. 

Like the animals in the story who set out 
on a journey to discover their own unique 
identity, the Year 6 girls have journeyed 
through the Junior School and are now more 
than ready to take their next exciting steps. 

Drama
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We have had a fantastic year exploring 
English, both within and outside our 
lessons! Lots of Year groups have enjoyed 
studying new texts in class, and have 
produced some amazing work such as: 
biographies of inspirational women; 
fairground descriptions; newspaper 
articles reporting the outbreak of 
war; instructions on how to build an 
Anderson Shelter; donkey-themed 
fables; volcano poetry; diary entries 
onboard the Titanic; and fairy tales. 
Key Stage One have been reading lots 
of exciting new texts at home, many of 
which promote diversity and equality. 
In class, we have also enjoyed sharing 
and responding to a diverse range of 
stories and non-fiction texts, such as: 
Mae Among the Stars; The Egyptian 
Cinderella; Street Child; The Firework 
Maker's Daughter; I Am Malala; and The 
Extraordinary Life of Mary Seacole.

In the Autumn term, we took part 
in National Poetry Day. The girls had a 
fabulous time reading, performing, writing 
and illustrating some amazing poems. By 
the end of the day, the school reception 
was covered in colourful paper tags of mini 
poems or poetic phrases written by all the 
children and adults in the school! As part of 
the celebrations, the girls took part in two 

competitions; one was to illustrate the classic 
poem ‘What is Pink?’ by Christina Rossetti. 
The other was to perform a poem, or write 
one linked to the theme ‘Vision’. We had so 
many brilliant entries, it was very hard to 
choose a winner! 

As always, the girls celebrated World Book 
Day in March with great enthusiasm. It didn’t 
matter that it took place during our period 
of Virtual School; their costumes didn’t fail 
to impress! We were incredibly lucky to 
attend virtual workshops from two very well 
established and award-winning authors and 
illustrators – Megan Rix and Karin Littlewood. 
Megan shared excerpts with Key Stage Two 
from her books Lizzie and Lucky, Echo Come 
Home and Lost War Dog. She talked in great 
depth about the heroic nature of animals 
and shared personal experiences of her own 
hearing dogs, Ellie and Freya, which we were 
also lucky enough to meet! Karin inspired 
pupils across the whole school with an 
illustration masterclass based on her famous 
book, Immi. She even ran a workshop for 
staff! In addition, we enjoyed quizzes, games 
and story-based activities within our classes. 
Throughout the day the girls completed lots 
of creative, book-themed activities! 

In the Summer term, we were very excited 
to team up with the PE department to work 
on an inspirational writing project linked to 

Healthy Schools Week. Every pupil from 
Reception to Year 6 created their own page 
about a positive, female role model of theirs. 
These chosen ‘Rebel Girls’ ranged from 
members of their own family to sporting 
heroes, politicians, pop stars, historical figures 
and more. All of their finished writing has 
been put together into a complete book, 
‘Channing Junior School’s Book of Legendary 
Ladies’, which will be professionally published. 

Pupils and staff were delighted to be able 
to visit our Junior School library once again 
at its old location in the Stable Block. With 
its new shelves, bright furnishings and book 
displays, the library space is back to being 
a popular and well-loved space to read and 
reflect. 

Throughout the year, the Library Leaders 
have been a great asset in helping to 
promote reading in the school by organising 
competitions for World Book Day, making 
‘Everyone’s Talking About’ displays and taking 
part in Bibliobuzz, a local children’s book 
award where their voting helped to decide 
the winner.

In the Summer term, the Library hosted 
a successful travelling book fair that helped 
boost reading in the school and rewarded us 
with books for our class reading corners. We 
look forward to many other reading initiatives 
next year led by staff and pupils.

English
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Forest School

The Reception girls have really enjoyed 
their introduction to Forest School this 
term. They were excited to find out 
that the ‘little people’ live down there 
and enthusiastically built mini-dens and 
set up parties for them! The girls have 
developed their teamwork skills by 
playing a range of games and using the 
mud kitchen resources together. It has 
been fantastic to see some of the girls 
gaining the confidence to climb trees and 
go on the rope swing! 

The Year 1s have enjoyed using many of the 
natural resources found in the Forest School 
area. The mud kitchen is a favourite and 
they create all sorts of concoctions – from 
chocolate cake to poisonous soup. They have 
also enjoyed putting up ropes and tarpaulins, 
making homes for different animals, whittling 
using potato peelers and using a hammer 
to weather a pirate flag. Many of them have 
also discovered how to climb up the tree and 
swing down the rope!

Year 2 girls have continued to build on 
the experience they gained in Year 1 and, as 
well as regularly using the mud kitchen, have 
shown enormous creativity and cooperation 
in their weekly sessions – they use the 
branches, logs and mud to make something 
different every week, from shops and houses 
to a see-saw and sledge. They’ve also enjoyed 

pond dipping and have been excited to find 
pond snails, newts and frogs. This year they 
have learnt to whittle safely using a knife, have 
chopped branches using loppers and have 
worked in pairs using a bow saw. 

On 30 June, Year 2 had Forest School 
Celebration day. 2M and 2E spent a full day 
outside together, taking part in a range of 
Forest School experiences, such as making 
mud faces, building a tower of sticks, using 
a flint and steel to make fire and toasting 
marshmallows over a campfire. They also had 
a fire lighting competition in colour groups 
and showed true determination, as they 
raced to light cotton wool with a spark! At 
the end of the day, the girls gathered together 
to have hot chocolate and sing the penguin 
song: a wonderful celebration of their Forest 
School journey so far!

In the words of the girls…

Forest School is great. The most important 
rule is to have fun! I enjoy making a 
restaurant by getting all the pots and pans, 
getting logs to make the tables and making 
food out of mud. By the end of Forest School 
everyone has mud on their face. 

Izzy 2E

I love making mud soup and playing hide 

and seek and I love getting the prize of being 
the muddiest! 

Tallulah RB

I love Forest School because there are 
unusual things there like ‘the little people’ and 
bugs. I really liked it when we built tents and 
drank hot chocolate in them! 

Andrea RB 

I used to hate Forest School and now I 
love, love, love it! I know there's no such 
thing, but out of 100% I love it 110%. 

Daniella W 2E

I like to make houses using supplies from 
the outdoor classroom to make a kitchen.

Ella G 2M

I like making houses with the tarpaulins and 
swings with the ropes. My favourite thing is 
that you get to learn lots of new things and 
have fun. I saw a frog in the fishpond and 
heard a woodpecker pecking the wood. I like 
collecting rubbish with the litter pickers.

Leila I 1M

You can make cakes – you put some mud 
and some water and mix and then it turns 
into a little cake.

Naomi 1P
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Geography
Junior School geographers were not put 
off by the Covid-19 restrictions in place 
and relished the opportunity to learn 
about the world around them despite 
not being able to go out and about as 
much as usual. 

The whole school celebrated Geography 
Week (15-21 November) and heard the 
beautiful poem by Joe Miller ‘If the Earth 
were only a few feet in Diameter’.

Reflecting on this poem, some incredible 
posters were created by girls across 
the school. The girls’ awareness and 
understanding of the world around them 
has blown us all away and it is amazing to 
hear the poignant questions girls as young 
as Reception are asking and ideas they are 
challenging. 

Year 3 enjoyed many debates and ended 
the year learning about the Geography 
of Chocolate. We could not miss the 
opportunity to do a taste test at the end of 
the topic and I think this was quite possibly 
the most memorable lesson for them all!

Year 4 have all been learning about 
the Maasai Tribe, as well as rainforests 
around the world. They learnt about their 
importance, not just to the indigenuous 
tribes but to us here in the UK, protecting 
it from illegal deforestation, ensuring the 
survival of the habitats of the animals and 
people. Our collaboration with Nick Hollis 
this term has been hugely humbling. Nick is 
an inspirational explorer and champion of the 
World Land Trust. He challenged the girls 
to complete their own 7-2-1 challenges to 
raise awareness and money for the World 
Land Trust and purchase an area of the 
Guatemalan rainforest the size of the school 
grounds. We used this opportunity to hear 
about the Rainforest and the challenge it 
faces from someone who has been there 
and has seen for himself the problem its 
destruction has caused already. We look 
forward to working more with him next 
academic year.

Year 5 enjoyed learning about India and, 
closer to home, Highgate. We took the 
opportunity to carry out some primary 
data collection in the Summer term when 
we returned to school, which proved very 
successful indeed.

Year 6, among other topics, learnt about 
the coast. This linked nicely to their final 
Junior School residential where they got 
to visit the beautiful Jurassic Coastline in 
Dorset and saw the famous Durdle Door and 
Lulworth Cove.

We embraced technology when we 
went into virtual school again, however, 
on our return we made the most of the 
technology in school and had great fun using 
the Green Screen. Year 3 became Channing 
news readers, writing and delivering very 
entertaining reports on the weather here 
and Year 6 learnt the provinces of Iran and 
sang a song with the Green Screen in the 
background, making for a hilarious video.

Despite the many challenges this year we 
ended on a real high. Our final full week of 
term was called ‘Around the World Week’ 
and culminated in some incredible displays of 
countries all over the world, some of which 
the girls said they had never heard of. 

Each Year group was allocated a continent 
and the whole week was dedicated to 
learning about the culture, geography, 
climate, currency and language of the 
chosen country. What an array of skill and 
knowledge we saw as we travelled safely 
around the world. All of the Junior School 
was on the Channing Blue list so we were 
able to travel!

Year 3 and Y6 making the most of the Green 
Screen

Year 5 collecting their Primary data on Highgate 
High Street

Year 4 learning about Kenya culture, making 
miniature Maasai huts and having jumping 
competitions.
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History

This year, the Junior School pupils have 
enjoyed another energetic sequence of 
History lessons, full of collaborative and 
independent research tasks, role-play, 
quizzes, artefacts, workshops and visits. 
We have celebrated History with a huge 
variety of activities and costumes!

In the Autumn term, topics included the 
Ancient Egyptians, the Victorian education 
system, the Shang Dynasty and the Ancient 
Greeks. Year 6 particularly enjoyed dressing 
up as mythological and religious characters 
to explore the legendary tales from the 
Peloponnese and beyond. The school also 
marked Black History Month with a variety of 
activities, including Year 4’s virtual workshop 
on Diversity, Art and Citizenship and an 
assembly that celebrated music of black origin 
from Africa, America and Britain. Pioneering 
women featured in both Year 2’s investigation 

of Mary Seacole and in Year 1’s research 
about polar explorers, Liz Arneson and Ann 
Bancroft.

As Spring term began, the Reception 
classes enthusiastically celebrated the 
achievements of Mae C Jemison and learnt 
about the history of space exploration. In 
Year 4 the topic covered was the Aztec 
Empire and the arrival of the conquistadors 
and the pupils made some very mature 
observations about the consequences of 
these cultures meeting. Colonisation was 
also explored in Year 5, as they discussed 
the British Empire and all the positive and 
negative effects involved.

The Windrush Generation was investigated 
by Year 6 during the Summer term, leading 
on from their previous learning about 
World War 2, whilst Year 1 learnt about 
the history of the ‘Seaside’ and how it has 

impacted fashion. A very eclectic mixture 
of topics including Florence Nightingale, 
Toys, Dinosaurs, Castles, RMS Titanic, the 
Celts and Romans, Vikings, Local History of 
Highgate and the Tudors rounded out the 
year’s learning. 

As the Summer term finishes we can 
reflect on another successful year with 
virtual workshops taking on a strong role 
in providing a varied range of learning for 
many year groups, even including a Minecraft 
workshop to collaboratively build an Aztec 
city, and the return of school trips as Year 
4 voyaged to the Golden Hinde to enjoy an 
authentic Tudor experience, sleeping in the 
hold of a 16th century galleon. 

Many thanks to all pupils, teaching 
assistants and teachers for their enthusiasm 
and commitment to historical learning this 
year! 

Reception learning about Mae C Jemison and 
the Apollo program

Year 1 learning about the Seaside Year 4 Trip to the Golden Hinde.
The crew toasting a successful voyage!

Year 3’s Ancient Egyptians Day Year 5 ‘enjoying’ a Victorian PE lesson Year 6 learning about the Ancient Greeks
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This year the Junior School have again 
been focusing on improving their 
understanding of Maths by learning 
via the Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract  
method. However, the focus has also 
been to see how Maths surrounds us and 
isn’t only confined to the classroom. The 
lessons have been outside as much as 
possible and linking to other curriculum 
subjects and learning about influential 
mathematicians.

In March, came the much-enjoyed Maths 
Week where the theme was ‘Get Active’.
This included a variety of activities for all age 
groups and lessons outdoors after a stint of 
online learning. 

Upper KS2 participated in some 
workshops: learning about Ada Lovelace, and 
some shared activities with the Year 7s at 
the Senior School. Year 6 also learnt about 
famous mathematicians and their involvement 
at Bletchley, linking to their WW2 History 

topic. The girls took part in a variety of 
competitions, where Year 4 proved to be 
victorious in estimating the height of the 
now deceased temporary buildings in the 
playground. In Key Stage 1 and Early Years, a 
shape trail proved to be very exciting, where 
the girls found hidden 2D shapes all around 
the school grounds, but also improved their 
use of maps skills and coordinates. Well 
done to the girls and all their hard work and 
enthusiasm this year!

Mathematics
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At the Junior School, the girls start their 
Spanish learning journey in Reception and 
their French learning journey in Year 3.

During this school year, girls have explored 
the Spanish language and culture.

The curriculum has been precisely thought 
through to establish continual progress in 
the four skills: Listening, Reading, Writing and 
Speaking, throughout the Key Stages. 

The girls love playing games and learning 
songs in Spanish because they have a lot of 
fun in the lessons and it is a good way for 
them to learn while they play. 

In Reception, they have read “la Oruga 
Hambrienta” (“The Hungry caterpillar”) 
where they practised the colours and fruits 
in Spanish. They also learnt several songs, 
such as: “Yo tengo una casita”, “El baile de la 
fruta” and “El arca de Noe”, where they used 
vocabulary of the parts of a house, fruits and 
animals.

In Year 1, girls learnt about “Las Fallas”, 
which is a traditional celebration held annually 
in the city of Valencia, Spain. 

Each neighbourhood of the city has an 
organised group of people that work all 
year long holding fundraising parties and 
dinners, usually featuring the noted dish 
paella, a specialty of the region. Each group 
produces a construction known as a falla, 
which is eventually burned. They also learnt 
vocabulary about the weather, the family and 
the time.

In Year 2, girls discovered the Carnival of 
Cádiz (a city in the south of Spain), which is a 
festival very famous in the country. They have 
also learnt how to give their opinion about 
what typical Spanish breakfast and food they 
like or dislike.

In Year 3, girls learnt vocabulary about 
school and what they have in their pencil 
case, new vocabulary about animals, food 
and instructions to create a dance routine in 
their Spanish lessons. They really enjoyed the 
past two weeks of school where they learnt a 
new song and dance in the classroom.

In French, they learnt vocabulary about 
colours, pets, the dates (birthdays), and family 
members. They also created a passport for 
their pet.

In Year 4, they learnt new vocabulary 
about different topics such as: parts of the 
body, describing themselves and their family 
members and giving their opinion of what 
they like or dislike. Girls also practiced 
speaking with Miss Alba each week, to 
reinforce conversation skills. 

In French, they learnt how to give their 
opinion about what they like and dislike 
doing, how to describe their homes or how 
to talk about sports and leisure activities.

In Year 5, they started learning how to 
create longer sentences while they describe 
or give their opinion about something. They 
also learnt vocabulary about instruments and 
types of music and played some games to 
practice speaking skills.

In French, they learnt how to talk about 
places in town and transport. They also 
learnt vocabulary about family and pets and 
how to create longer sentences.

In Year 6, they worked in groups to create 
presentations about Spanish and English 
festivals. They learnt about how to describe 
what the weather is like, how to create the 
plural and distinguish between the feminine 
and masculine nouns and give their opinion 
about things they like or dislike in a town. 
They also practiced speaking with Miss Alba 
each week, to reinforce conversation skills. 

In French, they practised introducing 
themselves and describing their families. Girls 
learnt how to talk about school subjects, 
school materials, how to say what time it is, 
the clothes they wear and the weather.

Modern Foreign Languages

Example of one construction known as a “falla”
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And the band played on...  never has a 
quote seemed so apt as for the Junior 
School musicians this year! We may 
have faced challenges but that has not 
stopped the girls in the Junior School 
Music Department from excelling. Talk 
about resilience in action! Their energy 
and enthusiasm for making music has not 
been dimmed even if in slightly different 
formats. They proudly sent in recordings 
for Music Assemblies and streamed 
others. The confidence that these young 
pupils exude is amazing!

Christmas was delightful and we were able 
to share this special time of year, and our 
collective talents, not just with the school 
community, but also with some of our 
outreach partners with a streamed concert.

With Virtual School providing an 
opportunity to explore and research new 
topics such as Black Music and Musicians 
which varied from Tina Turner to the Jackson 
Five and Bob Marley, there was something 
for everyone. Creativity was evident in some 
memorable song compositions – obviously 
providing a much-needed outlet for emotions 
that ranged from saving the planet to 
surviving lockdown.

Individual music lessons continued virtually 
and ABRSM examinations took place on 
a Saturday. With so many lessons taking 
place remotely, the results were even more 
impressive. There was much to celebrate, not 
to mention the long awaited move back to 
the Music school! 

Christopher Gray, Sir Tim Rice and Peter 
Hobbs led a megazoom SING2G7. We 
joined with Truro Cathedral Choristers 
and choirs from around the country and 
the world including South Africa, Paris, 
Toronto and Hong Kong! National BBC TV 
Sunday Morning Live followed this up with 
a feature on Sing2G7. Gordon Brown, the 
former Prime Minister and the UN Envoy 
for Education even spoke to them! The idea 
behind the project was to give children a 
voice about climate change and poverty. The 
song, written by Sir Tim Rice, was sung to G7 
leaders at their annual summit in Cornwall.

Years 3 and 4 sang and danced their way 
through ‘Can’t Stop the Feeling’ and Years 
5 and 6 celebrated ‘Just So’ which should 
probably be renamed ‘How Channing girls 
grow up’. With more than 160 pupils having 
lessons in September and with – fingers 
crossed – our Ensembles up and running, 
music will indeed continue to ‘be the food of 
love, and play on’.

Music
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Curriculum
The girls have worked incredibly hard in 

PE this year. From Reception through to 
Year 6, they have worked through a robust 
curriculum that has allowed them to build 
on their knowledge of familiar sports such 
as netball, football and gymnastics. They 
have also had the opportunity to experience 
different sports such as volleyball, cross- 
country and tag rugby. The girls all made 
great progress and their approach to learning 
has been outstanding. The PE team is very 
proud of each and every one of them. 

Extra-curricular activities 
The uptake of extra-curricular activities this 

year has been impressive, despite the bubble 
restrictions. We even had girls attending 
clubs during virtual learning. This year it has 
also been the first year that Key Stage 1 and 
Reception girls have participated in sports 
clubs after school. The range of activities on 
offer has been varied to include athletics, 
cross-country, cricket, and mini team games 
to name a few. Next year we are looking 
forward to expanding our clubs programme. 

Enrichment activities
As well as delivering the curriculum and 

extra-curricular activities, the PE department 
also hosted numerous whole-school 
enrichment events. These included termly 
inter-house competition days, Healthy 
Schools Week, the 721 challenge, Strava 
challenges and, of course, Sports Day! Our 
Junior Sports Leaders worked hard during 
all of these events and impressed us all with 
their leadership skills. These activities are an 
integral part of what we do at Channing as 
they allow the girls to compete in a different 
setting, put their leadership skills to the test 
and work with children outside their usual 
grouping.

Physical Education
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The girls have spent this year investigating 
and exploring a number of religions and 
cultures around the world. During this 
year, we have changed our RE curriculum 
to ensure that the girls are gaining a 
greater understanding of religious beliefs, 
cultures and celebrations, generating 
discussions with their peers and sharing 
their own beliefs with one another.

In the Autumn term, EY and KS1 put on a 
magnificent nativity play celebrating Christmas. 
They told the story of the nativity impeccably 
and showed their skills as actors, dancers and 
singers in their fabulous costumes! 

Girls in Reception enjoyed celebrating 
Diwali with their classmates, hand 

crafting their very own diva lamps for the 
celebrations. They also made some lovely 
cards to celebrate Eid. Girls in Year 4 created 
some wonderful Krathongs to celebrate the 
Buddhist festival of ‘Loy Krathong.’ showcasing 
their artistic talents to produce beautiful 
Krathongs that are on display for all to see in 
Fairseat Hall.

The Junior School thoroughly enjoyed the 
annual Easter bonnet parade involving all 
the girls and teachers. It was wonderful to 
see so many creative bonnets! The girls very 
much enjoyed the return of the parade having 
missed out on last year’s opportunity due to 
Virtual School.

Through our new RE scheme, girls have 

been exploring some interesting topics 
including ‘How do people express their faith 
through the arts?’ ‘Belonging and Identity’ and 
‘Our Wonderful World.’ It has been great to 
see the girls having discussions and sharing 
their opinions in different ways during these 
lessons.

We’ve had a wonderful year exploring 
different faiths and beliefs across the Junior 
school. We are very much looking forward 
to introducing ‘Philosophy for Children’ next 
academic year within the Junior school where 
the girls will learn to scaffold questions, 
develop listening skills as well as learn skills 
of oracy to assist them in all areas of the 
curriculum. 

Religious Education
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Another year of Covid-19 – but just 
look at what the world’s scientists 
have achieved in such a short space of 
time – who would have believed that 
vaccines could be developed so quickly! 
The scientists of the Junior School have 
been equally busy. The autumn term was 
lots of fun with girls enjoying a variety 
of topics from investigating magnets, 
to experiments on how to waterproof 
materials in Key Stage 1. Not to be 
outdone the girls in Key Stage 2 were 
busy studying a range of topics including 
sound, teeth and nutrition and forces in 
action.

The Spring term was interrupted by 
Lockdown but our scientists were not 
deterred and went on to work hard at 
home – investigating air pressure by making 
and firing rocket mice and searching their 
homes for electrical items! The summer term 
allowed the Junior School to come together 
to watch with awe and wonder as 20 hen 
eggs arrived in incubators and 19 chicks 
emerged. Hatching was streamed live and 
many girls got to see the magic moment of 
hatching in person.All classes had the chicks 
come to visit and each class contributed 
work to a whole school display to celebrate 
the two weeks of learning.

Science
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Charity

Charity fundraising and community 
involvement has always been at the 
forefront of what we do at Channing and 
is one of the things that makes Channing 
such a special environment in which to 
learn and work.

The fundraising has been led by our 
Charity Champions – Nia, Emily G, Edith 
J and Avishag T in Year 6 –whose energy, 
enthusiasm and positivity really inspired the 
Junior School community. These girls came 
up with their own ideas on how to fundraise 
through a series of events, even throughout 
lockdown.

The Junior School pupils voted on the 
charities they wished to support each term.

All Dogs Matter is a local charity that 
helps to re-home dogs. Dressing up as a dog 
or dog walker for the day helped to raise 
over £1140 for this worthy cause over the 
Autumn term.

Despite being in lockdown, the charity 
champions were enthused to raise £559 to 

support Cancer Research. In addition to 
this, some enterprising Year 4 girls raised an 
amazing £450 by making, personalising special 
items for their friends. 

In the Summer term, the Junior School 
voted for a charity called The World Land 
Trust, raising more than £1500 towards the 
expansion of a nature reserve, protecting a 
unique habitat under threat. 

A colourful ‘Rainforest Dressing-Up day’ 
saw the girls and staff dressed as tropical 
birds, exotic animals and rainforest explorers 
descend on the school. 

The World Land Trust this term has been 
a really exciting collaboration which came 
about through working closely with the 
inspiring Nick Hollis and his 7 2 1 challenge. 
The girls picked up litter for a total of 7 
hours and 21 minutes, they have been doing 
challenges linking to the 7 2 1 numbers and 
more recently they have been trying to 
walk, run, bike and scooter 7 million and 21 
miles to stay active, stay sporty and raise 

awareness and funds for the World Land 
Trust. This will continue into the summer 
break so we look forward to seeing what 
everyone has completed when we return in 
September. 

Links between the Charity Champions and 
the House Captains ensured that there was 
an element of keen competition as part of 
the mix. Votes to name the House Mascots 
all helped to raise money for this worthy 
cause.

 We have raised £1500 already for the 
World Land Trust and £3500 in total for the 
various charities over the year.

A huge well done and thank you must also 
go to the girls and their families who took 
their own initiative to raise money for other 
charities close to their hearts, there has 
been a huge array over the academic year. 
I would like to congratulate the pupils, staff 
and Charity Champions on this truly superb 
effort to help those who are in need. 
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Charlotte Bradbery, Year 13
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It’s been a challenging year with bubbles 
throughout the school, but that hasn’t 
stopped us having fun in our House 
teams. We kicked off the Autumn Term 
with the girls meeting their House 
Buddies via GoogleMeet; something we 
all became very familiar with over the 
course of last year! 

With a second lockdown implemented in 
the Spring Term, we decided to lift spirits by 
getting families involved in a walking/running 
competition. Parents clocked up many miles 
in January to earn points for their daughters’ 
House teams. Progress was tracked via the 
Strava app and collectively in the month of 
January alone, we covered an astonishing 
6460 miles! What an inspiration during such a 
challenging time. 

The House Captains organised a ‘House 
Buddy Spanish Bingo’, which was enjoyed 
by all year groups and later in the term, the 
girls joined their House buddies in a virtual 
meeting on World Book Day.

The Summer Term began with a Form 
Time, where the girls learned about the 
history of Houses at Channing. They designed 
posters with all the information they had 
learned. Did you know... Channing didn’t 
always have a House system in place? We 
were all quite surprised to read this quote, 
which was found in a book written by a 
former Headmistress of Channing, Mrs E.M. 
Saunders, entitled, A Progress of Channing 
School 1885-1985: “Channing House never 
adopted the competitive 'house' system 
which prevailed in most girls' High Schools by 
the 1930s, the scope for prefect power was 
limited and little actual mention is made of 
them in recollections of, or records of, this 
era.”

We concluded the year by introducing 
House mascots. The House Captains joined 
forces with the Charity Champions and 
raised nearly £1500 for World Land Trust. 
The girls voted for their favourite names for 
each mascot, and the winners were:

Sharpe – The tiger is going to be named 
Stripes

Goodwin – The wolf is going to be named 
Wolfie

Waterlow – The elephant is going to be 
named Blueberry

Spears – The bee is going to be named 
Honeycomb.

Houses
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Pastoral and Outreach
Although it was another challenging year 
for everyone at Channing, the strong 
sense of community and team work 
meant our community continued to 
flourish. 

Through our online pastoral meet-ups, 
our online assemblies, the work carried out 
for charity and local groups while online, the 
litter picks and fancy dress days when back at 
school, it was obvious the value we place on 
pastoral care and the necessity of it, more so 
than ever before. 

Juggling the demands of this year, along with 
the continued excellent academic provision 
has been testament to the incredible staff in 
the Junior School. The positivity everyone 
received from parents and girls made it easy, 
and despite never wanting to go back to 
remote school again, it brought us together 
and we must be thankful for everything we 
have learnt along the way. 

The fun and creative ways we all managed 
to stay connected meant so much, and seeing 
the investment everyone put in to Children’s 
Mental Health Week and all the wellbeing that 
was taking place over Virtual School meant 
the girls bounced back through the gates with 
the biggest smiles on their faces when we 
were were finally able to return to school. 

We were still able to arrange ‘Buddy 
Form Time’, where girls from different Year 
groups link up, share stories and chat about 
experiences. Despite the success of this 
online, we are so looking forward to getting 
back to a little bit of normality next academic 
year and doing this in person once again, 
playing in the playground with different age 
groups and coming together as a whole 
school for assemblies and Mark Reading.

Despite the many challenges that have faced 
everyone this year, our outreach has been 
impressive. Being able to do something for 
others is sure to keep us all reflective and 
appreciative. Our donations to the Euston 
Food Bank continued through the year and 
between lockdowns lots of food, toiletries 
and baby products were collected and 
donated to a very appreciative team. Through 
the Autumn term, the girls drew and adorned 
beautiful leaves which were delivered to the 
Whittington Hospital to decorate their newly 
designated garden room. The girls wrote 
short stories to accompany the decorations 
which were laminated and bound for the 
patients in the hospital. The aim was to give 
the patients a calm and relaxing space away 
from the wards to have some quiet time and 
something to read to distract them.

Our ongoing partnership with Kissing It 
Better provided us with some incredible 
opportunities, especially in the lead-up to the 
Christmas period. The girls wrote cards to 
care homes in the area, telling the residents 
about what they have been doing and their 
own personal stories of lockdown. 

Year 6 with a few Year 5 musicians 
serenaded the residents of two care homes 
and the Whittington Hospital with some 
festive carols, songs and poems online and 
allowed us to take the joy of Christmas to the 
area without breaking any Covid-19 rules.

Despite many a plan being rearranged 
and adjusted, the girls worked hard over 
lockdown to raise money and give their time 
to charitable causes by dressing up, baking 
cakes, selling goods and making face masks 
and visors for the hospitals and NHS staff.

Although we were unable to welcome new 
girls and their families into school in person, 
they were able to see everyone online and 
meet the teachers and girls. 

It is safe to say everyone is so excited to 
be joined together in September, without 
the bubbles, to welcome all those new girls 
and families into our school and show them 
all what an amazing community we have at 
Channing.
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This year we have introduced a new PSHE 
scheme. Jigsaw, the mindful approach to 
PSHE, brings together Personal, Social, Health 
Education, emotional literacy, social skills and 
spiritual development in a comprehensive 
scheme of learning. It is a whole school 
approach, so all the girls were working on the 
same theme at the same time. Here are some 
examples of different work produced: 

Autumn 1 – Being in my world 
Year 6 thought about the different rights, 

responsibilities, rewards and consequences 
we have in the school. They created their 
own Class Charters. 

Autumn 2 – Celebrating differences
Year 1 made gingerbread men and 

compared their similarities and differences 
with their partners.

Spring 1 – Dreams and goals 
Year 3 reflected on their dreams and goals 

and shared them with each other during 
Virtual School.

Spring 2 – Healthy Me
Reception enjoyed learning about teeth as 

well as making and eating fruit kebabs!

Summer 1 – Relationships 
Year 4 made jigsaw pieces about someone 

special who they appreciate by using different 
colours, words and symbols to represent 
them 

  
Summer 2 – Changing me 

Year 2 discussed life cycles in animals and 
humans. 

PSHE
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It has been another busy year for the School 
Council at the Junior School. The girls 
continued to meet every Thursday at break 
time to discuss how to make positive changes 
around the school and to think about the 
wellbeing of pupils. The focus of this year’s 

meetings has been a whole school initiative 
titled ‘Love it, Lose it, Change it, Create it’. 
Working alongside Mrs Hughes the School 
Council gave all pupils a chance to voice 
their perspective of the school, in order to 
help the school develop even further. School 

Council led a virtual assembly on the initiative 
and made an interactive display board where 
pupil voice was encouraged. Feedback was 
collected and presented to the whole school, 
Miss Hamalis and Mrs Hughes in the form of 
an iMovie. 

School Council

Sustainability
The Sustainability Officers have had a 
successful year, encouraging the girls 
to be more eco-friendly, by organising 
whole-school initiatives and sharing 
eco-tips in the weekly bulletin. The girls 
met every two weeks to discuss how to 
make positive changes around the Junior 
School.

In the Autumn term, the girls wrote an 
Action Plan for the year; the main focus was 
to ensure we covered a variety of topics to 
work towards the Eco-Schools Green Flag. 
The Sustainability Officers launched a new 

stationery recycling scheme. They created a 
fantastic video encouraging the girls to collect 
used pens and felt tips, and informing them 
of what couldn’t be recycled. Later in the 
term, we held ‘Channing Tree-Dressing Day’ 
for the second year running. Every girl in the 
school made a tree decoration to hang up 
and show their appreciation for trees and the 
environment. 

In the Summer Term, we received trees 
from The Woodland Trust to plant on our 
school grounds. The Sustainability Officers 
enjoyed planting Silver Birch, Hawthorn 

and Wild Cherry trees on the Junior and 
Senior School sites. We are all looking 
forward to seeing them grow over the next 
few years. Towards the end of the year, the 
girls reflected on how important our local 
areas and parks had been during lockdown 
for our mental health, and how paramount 
it is to keep them tidy. Following this, the 
Sustainability Officers helped to organise 
the Great Big School Clean, an excellent 
initiative organised by Keep Britain Tidy. All 
the pupils from Reception to Year 6 pledged 
to litter pick for 30 minutes, either in school 
or around Highgate. As a school we picked 
up litter for 30240 minutes which is the 
equivalent of picking up litter for 1512 miles!
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Reception
Reception have enjoyed lots of virtual visits 
and workshops this year. In the Autumn 
Term, they learned all about people who help 
us and found out about the role of a doctor 
from Dr Baker. They had lots of questions to 
ask her about the special equipment she had 
in her bag. 

In the Spring term, the girls went on a 
very exciting journey to space. They dressed 
as astronauts and aliens, and learned about 
the stars and planets as they took part in a 
storytelling workshop with Spring Forward. 
They impressed with their knowledge of 
space and their ideas on how to save the 
rocket ‘Apollo’ from disaster!

As part of ‘Around the World Week’ in 
the Summer Term, the girls studied Japan and 
learned lots about its culture. They enjoyed 
practising their karate skills with a virtual visit 
from Sensei Wright. 

Year 1
In November, Year 1 had a virtual workshop 
about penguins and polar bears, which was 
presented by Annette Ohlson from the 
WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature) to 
teach the girls how important these parts 
of the planet are. There was a follow up art 
activity using recycled materials to make an 
Arctic or Antarctic habitat.

During the Spring Term, after Virtual 
School ended, Year 1 took a trip to 
Waterlow Park as part of their Go Green 
topic. They went litter picking and made bird 
feeders from recycled materials.

The Summer Term topic of Seaside got 
off to a great start with History Off the 
Page leading a virtual workshop. There were 
lots of seaside activities and singing, fun and 
learning to be had, including making shell 
boxes, writing postcards and making pop up 
puppets, to mention just a few.

Year 2
In October, Year 2 were lucky to be able 
to visit the Florence Nightingale Museum 
to start their topic on Nurturing Nurses. 
They were met by Florence Nightingale 
herself, who took the girls back in time to 
the Crimean War. The girls listened to the 
stories of how Florence looked after soldiers 
who were injured from war, and how she 
improved hospitals and medical care for 
future generations.

In the Spring Term they set sail aboard the 
Titanic! For their special Titanic-themed day, 
the girls enjoyed a virtual workshop where 
they made shadow boxes and an afternoon 
of learning about what life was like for those 

who sailed on one of the greatest ships in the 
world!

In the Summer Term, the girls focused on 
Inventors and Inventions. They learnt about 
famous inventors from the past, including the 
Wright Brothers and Alexander Graham Bell, 
as well some of the more modern inventors, 
such as Dr Sarah Gilbert, who invented 
the Oxford Vaccine. The girls also enjoyed 
parent virtual workshops on topics such as 
engineering.

Year 3 
In the Autumn term, we travelled virtually 
to Egypt as part of our Egyptian day. While 
there, we attempted mummification and 
designed our own hieroglyphics for a 
cartouche. The highlight of the day was a visit 
from the Goddess Isis. 

In the Spring term, we donned our 
laurel wreaths and prepared for battle 
using the turtle formation. To ensure that 
we researched everything thoroughly, we 
enlisted the help of Dantastic who travelled 
from Roman times to teach us lots of exciting 
information about the period.

The Summer Term has been full of exciting 
visits. One particular highlight was when we 
spent an afternoon trying to keep Waterlow 
Park clean as part of the Keep Britain Tidy 
campaign. As we are fast becoming experts 
on rocks, we returned to see how many 
different examples we could discover in the 
local environment. Towards the end of the 
term, we were lucky enough to ‘visit’ Russia 
(3C) and Ireland (3F), which was really fun!

Year 4
Forms 4N and 4R enjoyed virtual workshops 
learning about Black History Month, studying 
art and geography respectively. 4N studied 
important art work and discussed the 
meaning behind the artists’ intentions and 
what they could find within the art itself, 
whereas 4R investigated maps and the 
challenge of fitting a spherical object onto a 
flat piece of paper.

In the Spring Term, Year 4 enjoyed a virtual 
workshop using Minecraft. They learnt coding 
skills and discovered how to build their 
own virtual Aztec villages. They were also 
able to explore a ready-made Aztec world, 
identifying the features of Aztec villages that 
they had already learned about in previous 
lessons.

In May, Year 4 enjoyed a hands-on day 
as Tudors, crafting ruffs to wear and tygs 
(drinking cups with at least two handles) to 
quaff from. The girls also learnt about the 
designs of Tudor tableware and had the 

chance to design their own ‘trenchers’.
Then they were lucky enough to stay 

overnight aboard the Golden Hinde ship in 
Southwark. They dressed in Tudor costumes, 
learned about the different parts of the boat, 
how to load a cannon, deadly diseases at sea 
and how the Tudors would cure ailments. 
They very much enjoyed a Tudor stew and 
stayed overnight in the ship’s hold! 

Year 5
In December, all Year 5 pupils came to school 
dressed as Victorian school pupils, ready for 
‘A Time of Great Change.’ The girls travelled 
back in time and meet Sara Louise Elmslie, 
wife of Dr Thomas Barnardo, the founder 
of Britain’s first children’s home. During the 
virtual session (lead by The Drama Hut) the 
girls learnt about the activist Dr Thomas 
Barnardo; explored life and work by the 
Thames river including ‘Mudlarking’; visited 
a workhouse run by the intimidating Mr 
Bumble; discussed crime and punishment, in 
particular relating to children during Victorian 
Times; learnt a song from the popular Music 
Hall; and discovered how Victorian England 
was transformed through innovation and 
The Industrial Revolution. In PE, the girls 
completed ‘Drill’ and explored a range of 
Victorian playground toys and games.

In March, the Year 5 girls watched ‘Jina 
and the STEM Sisters,’ a new, virtual musical 
puppet show celebrating the achievements, 
discoveries and stories of diverse historical 
STEM women. Following the show, the 
girls explored the life of Ada Lovelace and 
algorithms before challenging their peers to 
an algorithm game.

STEM Sisters celebrated the achievements, 
discoveries and stories of diverse historical 
STEM women who fought against the odds 
to pursue their flair for scientific inquiry, 
but whose pioneering work was so often 
unrecognised. The aim of the STEM Sisters 
project was to inspire the Year 5 pupils to 
engage with and possibly pursue an interest 
in STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths.

In the Summer term, Year 5 girls enjoyed a 
three-night residential stay at PGL Liddington. 
The outdoor activities were engaging and 
challenging. Working collaboratively, the 
girls discovered the joy of learning through 
adventure and thrived on success. The girls 
value the memories they made and returned 
to school with increased confidence and 
new-found motivation!

Trips and workshops
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Year 6
In the Autumn term, Year 6 travelled back 
in time to the world of Ancient Greece. 
Dressed as Greek gods and goddesses, 
mythical creatures and soldiers, they took 
part in a range of creative activities, which 
included making laurel wreaths, mosaic tiles, 
herbal medicine bags and decorative bars 
of soap. Returning to the classroom after 
Virtual School meant that Year 6 could 
experience one of the highlights of the year: 
World War II Day. Dressed in full 1940s 
attire, they attended a virtual workshop 
and a live Q&A with the Royal Air Force 
Museum. Throughout the day they made 

spitfires, learnt how to decode ciphers, made 
identification cards in order to collect their 
rations and sang along to Vera Lynn’s White 
Cliffs of Dover. As part of the same topic, 
Year 6 were privileged to listen to Eve Kugler 
BEM, from the Holocaust Education Trust, 
who shared her experiences of being a Jewish 
child during World War II; a truly humbling 
experience.

In their final term, Transport for London 
visited, albeit virtually, to help the year group 
understand safety when commuting around 
the capital. They considered the safest 
ways to travel, routes, cost and how to be 
respectful when using public transport - all 

vital skills needed for the future.  
Later in the term, Year 6 took the long, 

exciting journey down to Osmington Bay, 
Weymouth, for their 5-day PGL residential 
experience, and what an experience it was! 
The sun shone, the clouds stayed away 
(almost!) and the year group experienced 
their first stay away from home as a group. 
They absolutely thrived, relishing every 
opportunity to: go on the Giant Swing; 
climb Jacob’s Ladder; make it out safely after 
Survivor; not be caught by the other team 
in Ambush; hunt for fossils on the beach; 
and come out victorious when Dragonboat 
Racing. 

Trips and workshops
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Early Birds and Late Owls
Our Early Birds and Late Owls continued as 
normal this year, with a few changes to allow 
for social distancing between bubbles!

Girls continued to arrive at 7.30am, ready 
for their school day and hungry! They were 
offered delicious breakfast options, including 
a range of cereals and toast with jam or 
honey. Once fuelled for the day, the girls 
were offered a range of activities. They then 
joined their classes according to their new 
start time. 

After-school girls continued to attend 
Mini Owls and Late Owls. Some of the 

girls’ favourite activities in the afternoon 
included: arts and crafts, construction, 
hama beads, puzzles and games. They were 
also able to complete their homework, or 
have some quiet time reading a book. The 
staff led sessions with girls such as drawing 
skills, coding and craft making. The girls 
received healthy snacks as well as soup and a 
sandwich. 

Extra-curricular clubs
Clubs have continued to thrive in the Junior 
School this year, running virtually as well as in 
Year Group Bubbles. There have been a range 

of activities on offer to all year groups across 
the school, from Netball, Cross Country, 
Athletics, Team Games, Football and Cricket 
to Quilling, Drama, Life Drawing, Arts & 
Crafts and Knitting. 

We have welcomed new and exciting clubs, 
which have included Creating Art through 
Code, Mandarin, Yoga and App Making. These 
clubs were all run virtually, allowing girls to 
log on and join in at home.

We look forward to introducing a brand 
new club programme in September with even 
more diverse and stimulating clubs on offer 
across the school!

Wraparound care and clubs
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