
FEARLESS QUESTIONING (III) ‘’SHOW-ME BOARDS’’
Fearless Teachers attempt to change their habits and Fearless Learners understand the importance of questioning.
This Spotlight is the third in a series that looks at our repertoire of effective questioning techniques. A good way
to sample the responses from a whole class is to use mini-whiteboards (or an iPad equivalent like the app BIG).
The basic idea is that students write on them in response to a question and then, simultaneously, show the
teacher their responses, giving a big hit of feedback to the teacher about the range of responses around the class.
They are also useful when we want students to generate ideas or practice making diagrams or short sentences.
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Ask students to produce the particular type of response you want with clear
goals

Write out a maths solution
Sketch a diagram
Describe the main features of a poem or piece of music

Give students a timeframe

Set the question with a goal and timeframe

Routine is important
Ensure every student understands the expectation of using the iPad as a ‘show
me board’

Show me Boards

Make sure everyone has had time to think
Reduce cognitive load by insisting on silence 

Build in thinking time

Use a crisp, disciplined routine - insist they all show their boards / iPads at the
same time
Students should keep their boards / iPads held up for as long as you need to
absorb their responses
Use their answers to inform your next steps

Signal 3-2-1 and show me

Scan responses for correct and incorrect, interesting or alternative responses
Are there any common errors or misconceptions?
Engage with a sample of students to discuss their responses - consolidate, deepen or
correct

Sample student responses and follow up

Final Thoughts: We can support our students
to become more confident learners by using
the ‘show-me’ boards method. We make
them more fearless as they are forced to give
us an answer. It also reach students who
don’t usually answer questions.
Taken from ''Teaching Walkthrus'' ~
Sherrington and Caviglioli

Show me boards in use Video

A 2 minute reader, Tom
Sherrington and Sara Stafford
explain the importance of
using show me boards

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_LVT-s5Vws
https://my.chartered.college/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/9.-Mini-Whiteboards.pdf
https://my.chartered.college/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/9.-Mini-Whiteboards.pdf
https://my.chartered.college/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/9.-Mini-Whiteboards.pdf
https://my.chartered.college/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/9.-Mini-Whiteboards.pdf

