7 January 2022
Dear Parents
Happy New Year! I hope that you enjoyed a well-deserved and relaxing holiday with family and
friends, wherever and however that was possible. I know that for many of you, Covid managed
to disrupt your plans but whatever you were doing, I hope you are entering 2022 with a
renewed sense of optimism about what the year will bring. Certainly it has been lovely to see
our pupils back in school over the last two days: the buzz of conversation and feeling of
excitement at being ready for whatever the new term will bring never fails to lift the spirits.
Of course for many of us, January brings the traditional New Year’s resolution. Not having
made one - very unusual for me - I was highly amused to see this cartoon featuring the fabulous
Calvin & Hobbes posted by a friend on 1 January. (If your childhood didn’t include this brilliant
cartoon, the creation of Bill Watterson, I am very sorry and suggest that you start following
@Calvinn_Hobbes on Twitter immediately so that you can have a daily dose of the wisdom of a
5 year old boy and his stuffed tiger).

As I said, for once I have not made a New Year’s resolution - not because I think I’m perfect,
but rather because there are lots of things I’m keen to work on this year and the list got far too
long! I wrote to you this time last year, as we embarked on yet another lockdown, about the
importance of not worrying if we slip and fail in our resolutions. It is all too easy for us to use
them as an opportunity to beat ourselves up for our perceived shortcomings, or to hone in on
all the things we don’t like about ourselves - the whole experience can make the start of
January even more grey and bleak than it already is.

My suggestion last year was that we should make dozens of short-term resolutions repeatedly
throughout the year, rather than one big one at the start of January, and I was delighted to see
that The Guardian has cottoned on to this idea by offering 100 ways to improve your life
without really trying. It’s a cracking read, which has engendered some serious debate among
my friends and family (number 70…really?). I’ve already adopted number 1 (although I disagree
about the lack of excitement - don’t they know that it’s quiz night on BBC2 on Mondays?) and
tried number 3, although I’m not sure it really worked. Some were already tenets by which I
live (although my mother would be horrified if I did number 45 - you write, never text) and I
hope you might find plenty of inspiration, let alone dinner time conversation, in the list.
I’ll be talking a bit about New Year resolutions at assembly on Monday morning, and in
particular talking about the school New Year resolution we will be making together: to uphold
Channing’s standards of uniform and appearance. These have been relaxed over the last two
years, for a number of entirely understandable reasons, so it’s time to reestablish the smart
appearance which the school deserves. I thought you might want some advance notice of this,
the key points being:
Uniform
● Everyone in Years 7 to 11 must wear proper Channing uniform (in particular Channing
jumpers, and shoes not trainers)
● Everyone in Years 7 to 11 must also wear proper Channing branded PE kit, and may only
come to school wearing this on the days they have PE lessons
● Please be reassured that students are still allowed to wear coats in lessons and around
school while we have cold weather and need ventilation for Covid BUT under those
coats should be the proper uniform mentioned above. Hats and scarves are not to be
worn during the school day.
Appearance
● Hair longer than shoulder length should be tied back
● Students may wear only discreet make up (I have no objection to a slick of mascara, a
blob of concealer or a clear lip gloss, but not the entire Boots make-up counter!)
● No nail varnish
● One pair of stud earrings and no other jewellery.
Punctuality:
● All students should be at school, in their form rooms, by 8.25am for morning roll call.
I know that this will be enormously unpopular with some students and I am very mindful of
teenagers’ desire to express themselves through their appearance (that will be the topic of
Word from the Head another time). However I also know that our pride in our appearance
says a huge amount about us: I want our students to take pride in being Channing students and
dress with that in mind. Our attitude to work and play in school, and our reputation beyond
the gates, are all affected by the way we dress and present ourselves. As I will tell the school on
Monday, I will be asking School Council to engage with the question of our uniform and
appearance rules over the next couple of terms - and in the meantime, they have a week to get
themselves up to scratch as the rules will be enforced again from Monday 17 January!
Finally this week, I would like to remind you of some changes to staffing and introduce you to
those people joining Channing this term.

Mrs Gurvinder Bhamra-Burgess has taken over as Acting Deputy Head after Mr Underwood’s
departure at Christmas. Mrs Bhamra-Burgess has a wealth of experience at Channing as Head
of Economics and Head of Year 11, and most recently as Assistant Head Co Curricular since
September. She takes over the Deputy Head role, including as Designated Safeguarding Lead,
for the Spring term. I am delighted to announce that Mr Freddie Meier will be joining Channing
as the new Deputy Head from April 2022. Mr Meier is presently the Head of Lower School at
Eltham College and before that was Head of Boarding at Chigwell School. I look forward to
welcoming him, and introducing him to you, after Easter.
This term we welcome Ms Heidi Gjertsen, our new Head of Sixth Form, from the highly
regarded Hills Road Sixth Form College in Cambridge. In addition to her leadership of the
Sixth Form Ms Gjertsen also joins the RE department, where she will be introducing Philosophy
A level from September 2022. Ms Kung has taken up her new role as Director of Partnerships
and Higher Education, which means she will still be using her expert experience to advise
students on post-school options including US university applications.
With Miss Evans’ relocation to Devon at Christmas I am pleased to say that Miss Renee Lindsay
has re-joined the PE Department as a permanent full time member of staff. Miss Lindsay
worked with us as a supply teacher a few years ago before returning to her native Australia.
We are delighted to have brought her back to the UK and look forward to her contribution to
the development of sport at Channing.
We welcomed Mrs Sheila Pyke, our new School Secretary, in the last week of the Autumn term.
I am happy to report that Ms Elaine Ingram remains at Channing and has started her new role
as part-time Partnerships and HE Coordinator this week. Mrs Abi Levinson also starts her new
part-time role as School Nurse this week. She will be in school four days a week, adding to our
capacity in this important area of school life alongside Nurse Franklin. I have no doubt you will
get to know her over the coming months.
Lastly, I was pleased to be able to appoint Mrs Laura Dodds, visiting cello teacher, as our new
Head of Strings just before Christmas. She looks forward with excitement to developing the
extraordinary work done by Miss Pepper in this role. We have also appointed Ms Catherine
Hopper,VMS (voice) as maternity cover for Ms Bradbury-Rance whose daughter, Nola, arrived
safely between Christmas and New Year. In addition, Ms Watts and her family welcomed the
arrival of baby Henry just before the end of the Autumn term.
Please remember that this useful document:
Who should I contact January 2022.pdf
summarises all the places you can get information, ask questions or raise concerns. Please do
keep in touch!
With warmest wishes to you and all your loved ones for a happy and healthy 2022,
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead
Monday 10 January 2022
16:00 Musical Rehearsal, AC
Tuesday 11 January 2022
15:20 Musical Rehearsal AC
15:30 Y12 Volunteers - Reading Session at Brookfield Primary School
15:30 Indoor Cricket U12 & U13 Cricket @ Fortismere
16:00 Netball U13ABCDE v SHHS @ Channing
18:00 Year 9 GCSE Options Webinar for parents
Wednesday 12 January 2022
16:05 Y12 Volunteering Brookfield Primary School - Maths Problem Solving Activity, B15
16:05 Y12 Volunteering - Brookfield Primary School - Science Club Activity, B9 LAB
18:00 Y12 & Y13 Drama Trip
Thursday 13 January 2022
11:35 Y9 Geography Trip to Kings Cross
16:45 Geography Society talk: Danny Dorling, University of Oxford, AC
Friday 14 January 2022
13:00 Music at Lunchtime, AC

Forthcoming Events
The Sound of Music
The link is now live to book tickets for 'The Sound of Music', our fabulous
school musical which will be taking over the Arundel Centre from Monday
31 January for four nights.
You can book via the QR code on the attached poster
SOM Invitation.pdf or on the school website. We look forward to
seeing you in the New Year, for the long awaited performance of a musical
in the Arundel Centre!

Reminders
Covid Update
You may have seen in the news this week that confirmatory PCR tests following a positive
lateral flow device (LFD) test result are to be temporarily suspended from Tuesday 11 January.
This will mean that anyone who receives a positive LFD test result will be required to
self-isolate immediately and will not be required to take a confirmatory PCR test. We will
continue to notify you if your child is a close contact of someone who has tested positive.
School Magazine
In line with our commitment to improve the School’s environmental sustainability and reduce
the total amount of printing that we are doing, we are making some incremental changes to the
ways in which we produce and distribute a range of School literature and publications. To this
end, future editions of the Channing School Magazine will be produced and distributed digitally.

We are aware, however, that a number of families enjoy receiving physical copies of the
magazine and some have kept every edition since their daughter(s) joined the School! To avoid
printing copies that will ultimately go to waste, we are asking that families request a hard copy
by midday on Friday 14 January 2022 – all members of the School community will receive a
digital edition later in January. To order a printed copy of the school magazine 2020-21, please
click here.

Teaching & Learning - Growth Mindset Webinar
On Wednesday this week we hosted a Growth Mindset Webinar for parents and guardians, in
partnership with Inner Drive. The theme of the Webinar was ‘’Fearless Learners & Growth
Mindset: Supporting your child through the Science of Learning.’’
The areas covered included:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What is a growth mindset
How it helps children to learn better
The role of effort
The use of feedback
A different view of setbacks
Risk and learning
Practical tips to encourage a growth mindset in children.

For those of you who were unable to join the webinars on Wednesday evening, Inner Drive
have been kind enough to share a video of the Key Stage 3 session which you can view here.

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at the Junior
School. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing
Facebook Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
Happy New Year to you all from the Channing archives!
This week we would like to share a lovely sketch by
Matilda Sharpe dated November 1869. I am hopeful that as
the season progresses and the days get longer we will soon
find ourselves enjoying the Spring sunshine, perhaps sat
deep in thought as Matilda's subject is.

