
4 February 2022

Dear Parents

Our Chair of Governors, Cindy Leslie, will be stepping down as Chair later this year. Cindy
has served as Chair since 2012 and has been a huge support to the School Leadership Team
and has provided wise leadership, counsel and guidance to the Governing  Body. There will be
times ahead for us to thank her properly. RSAcademics knows the school well having worked
with Channing on the successful appointment of Lindsey Hughes. We have appointed them to
assist with the search for Cindy’s successor.

Whilst the search will be wide and far-reaching, amongst the parents, past parents and
contacts of parents there will be some strong potential candidates for this important and
interesting role. If you would like to know more about what is required, please contact Louisa
Barham on louisabarham@rsacademics.com or 07770 928537 for a confidential discussion.
Equally, if you have recommendations of others for the role, again please contact Louisa. All
such conversations will be handled confidentially.

We have put together a short candidate brief which is now on the RSAcademics website. A
link is provided here:
https://www.rsacademics.com/current-vacancies/chair-of-governors-channing-school/

The attached candidate brief contains information on the key attributes needed in the Chair as
well as an outline of the role. Whilst many skills are required to do this job well, you should
not be overly concerned about lack of direct experience of sitting on a  school’s governing
body as there would be a full transitional period with any necessary induction and training.

I can speak from first-hand experience in saying that being on the Governing Body is
immensely rewarding. The development and promotion of a first-class education for girls is
more important than ever and requires an open-minded and forward-looking approach. As
governors, we have the opportunity to ensure that the School continues to develop and
flourish with its all important task of providing an outstanding education to current and future
generations of girls. It is a privilege to work with the Head and Leadership Team and alongside
the other governors who come from a wide and varied range of backgrounds.
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We would be very grateful for your support in the search for this important role. I hope that
some of you will contact Louisa Barham to hear more about the role or, alternatively, that you
may be able to suggest other potential candidates.

With best wishes

Andrew Appleyard
Governor


