Dear Parents
This morning, the Year 3 girls entertained us with their poetry assembly in
celebration of World Poetry Day today. The girls performed a number of their
favourite poems with much enthusiasm, lots of expression and actions to bring the
words to life.
The girls ended the assembly by singing a lovely version of 'Sakura,' a traditional
Japanese folk song. Cherry blossom (桜, sakura) is Japan's unofficial national flower.
It has been celebrated for many centuries and holds a prominent position in Japanese
culture. There are dozens of cherry tree varieties in Japan, most of which bloom for just
a few days in the Spring. The seasonal spectacle is celebrated with hanami (cherry
blossom viewing) parties under the trees. Bring on the Spring and the sunshine!
Year 3 parents are in for a treat on Wednesday morning!

Staff News
Today we warmly welcomed Ms Davari who will be taking over as 3C’s Form Teacher when Miss Clancy begins
her maternity leave. Later this week, we will also welcome Miss Bharucha, who will be taking over as 2E’s
Form Teacher when Mrs Eliad begins her maternity leave. They will both be joining us after the holidays in
order to have a thorough handover to ensure a smooth transition for the girls. Furthermore, Congratulations
to Mrs Sillitoe who has been appointed as Acting Head of EY and KS1 during Mrs Eliad’s maternity leave.
Marie Curie Fundraising
In addition to the daffodils that have been on sale every morning throughout March for
the Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal, on Monday 28 March, we will be
running a non-uniform, charity day. The girls can dress up in anything
yellow, including hair accessories and face paint. Members of the School
Council will be at both school gates from 8am (buckets in hand!), ready to collect
any donations towards this very worthy cause.
On Tuesday 29 March and Wednesday 30 March, the School Council will also be
running yellow-themed stalls at break time (Tuesday for pupils in: RM, 1A, 2M, 3C, 4N, 5S,
6E and Wednesday for pupils in: RS, 1P, 2E, 3F, 4R, 5M, 6W ). Activities at the stalls will include: pin the
stem on the daffodil, guess the number of yellow sweets, hook a duck, guess the yellow food, a bake sale
and many more! If you would like your daughter to take part in these breaktime activities, please send her

to school on her Form’s day with money in a named purse (coins preferable). The cost to take part in the
different activities will be up to £2 for each stall.
Easter Bonnet Parade & Easter Egg Hunt
On Thursday 31 March, as per tradition, the girls are asked to bring in homemade
Easter Bonnets. A simple sun hat decorated with a few flowers/bunnies/eggs/chicks is
fantastic; however, there are also some super kits on Amazon Prime if you want to get a
bit more crafty with your daughters. The girls will participate in a parade.
They will also take part in an Easter Egg hunt for each year group. The Channing Association
are kindly supplying the chocolate eggs; these contain dairy (milk) and soya and come with the
warning that they are made in a factory which handles tree nuts and peanuts. Consequently, if
your daughter is allergic to any of these ingredients, please can you send in alternative treats
for her on Thursday morning.
Virtual Parents’ Evening
The Specialist and Form Teachers look forward to seeing you virtually for appointments
between 4 - 7pm this week on Wednesday 23 March for our Spring Term academic
Parents’ meetings.

The booking system closed on Sunday 16 January. If you have not yet booked your Spring
Term Form Teacher and/ or any desired Specialist Teacher meetings, please contact
jsoffice@channing.co.uk. Please note, all appointments for Miss Conway (Reception - Y6
Drama) and Miss Jimenez (Reception - Y6 Spanish & Y3 - Y6 French) have now been taken.You are advised to
contact these teachers directly, in the Summer Term, should you wish to arrange a meeting.
The academic meetings with teachers are in lieu of Grade Sheets this term; teachers will outline attainment
and targets for the girls in their discussions with you.
For the Parents’ Evening meetings, a PDF file will be sent in advance via email, containing the Google Meet
links for each Form and Specialist Teacher. Please click on the correct link at the time of each of your
confirmed appointments and wait for the teacher to admit you to the meeting. Should there be any technical
difficulties for any reason which cause virtual meetings to be interrupted, the teachers will contact you via
telephone at the time of confirmed appointment. Please note that they will be ringing from a withheld number.

In order to prevent unnecessary awkwardness and/or embarrassment, please remember to address
members of staff by their title and surname.
This Wednesday 23 March, Late Owls will run as normal, with pick up at 5.50pm. However, we will not
be running the following clubs:
● Finger Disco with Mrs Sillitoe
● Touch Typing with Miss Snowdowne
● Badminton with Mrs Jarman
● Football with Miss Bolton
● Minecraft with Miss Frost
● Flamenco & Salsa Dancing with Miss Jimenez
All other clubs will continue to run, as normal, on Wednesday.
If your daughter has a club, which usually starts after one of the clubs listed above, she will remain in Waiters
until that time.
Passover
We have made arrangements for lunch for the Jewish families who would like their
daughters to observe Passover on Wednesday 20 April, Thursday 21 April and Friday 22
April. If you would like your daughter to bring in a Passover packed lunch, please complete
this form. Please remember that we are a nut free school. A separate table, with a
disposable cloth, will be set up in Fairseat Hall so that the girls can eat at the same time as

all of their friends. As usual, fruit will be available at break, although you may wish to send in a snack.
Lost Property
It is surprising and shocking to see how much lost property accumulates for the Year 6 girls to sort through
every week in the Lost Property Suitcase. It is often overflowing and many of the items are unnamed.
Please ensure that your daughter’s uniform, all equipment and other items she brings into school are
clearly named. When an item is named clearly, the Y6 girls efficiently return any wayward clothing/items
back to its rightful owner.
All pupils have been invited to browse the collection of unnamed clothes/items today. Despite this, many
pieces remain. Before any unnamed and unclaimed clothes/items are donated to the second hand uniform
or to charity at the end of this term, they will be available in the main entrance courtyard for parents to
look through, on Thursday 24 March from 3pm and Friday 25 March from 2:50pm.
Behind the Scenes
Year 4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase: James and the Giant Peach
We are excited that our Year 4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase of James and the
Giant Peach is now only a week away! This Friday and next Monday,Year 4 and Year 5
pupils will be rehearsing in the Arundel Centre, during the school day, in advance of their
performances on 29 and 30 March, at 6.30pm. Please use this link to book tickets if you have
not already done so.You can book a total of 2 tickets per family per performance (4 tickets in
total).
● Costume reminder for Year 4
All the girls in Year 4 need: plain black leggings, a plain black t-shirt and a plain black baseball cap. Please
support your daughter to bring her named costume items to school, in a labelled bag, by Monday 21 March.
● Costume reminder for Year 5
Please click on the document links below to see the individual costume requirements for your daughter:
● Costumes for 5M
● Costumes for 5S
Please support your daughter to bring her named costume items to school, in a labelled bag, before
Friday if she has not yet already done so.
Music Matters
Year 1, 2 and 3 pupils are invited to perform a piece on their instrument of choice during
their Class Music Lessons on Tuesday 29 March. If your daughter would like to perform,
please send her in with her instrument and music, including, if applicable, any piano
accompaniment.
The girls have enjoyed celebrating their friends’ musical achievements during Thursday morning Music
Assemblies.You can watch the girls’ beautiful playing by logging onto Firefly using your daughter’s login
details: Music Assemblies .
Spotlight on Sport
Healthy Schools Week
Last week’s Healthy Schools Week was a huge success. The girls had the opportunity
to out try some new activities, taste delicious snacks at breaktime and they even got
to meet and train with an Olympian! The grand finale of the week was a House
Competition Day with vertical teams. All of the girls performed superbly! You can find
some photos and a video of our best bits here by using your daughter’s login details.
The results are:
1st place

Spears

1666 Points

2nd Place

Goodwin

1567 Points

3rd Place

Waterlow

1395 Points

4th Place

Sharpe

1254 Points

Year 4 Football
Good luck to our Year 4 Football Team! They will be representing Haringey in the London Youth Games at
the Jack Carter Pavillion on Thursday.
News from the Senior School
Congratulations to the Year 9 Netball team who WON the U14 Middlesex Schools Netball
Competition. They are now the Middlesex Champions! The team played with grit and
determination and included former Junior School girls…something for our current pupils to
aspire to!
Channing Association News
SAVE THE DATE - SUMMER TERM EVENTS
The CA are busy planning things for next term - here are some dates for the diary:
● Summer Fair - Sunday 12 June, 12pm - 4pm
This year's CA Summer Fair will take place on Sunday 12 June at the Channing School Playing Fields
(Stanhope Road, N6 5NE). Please save the date for a fantastic family day out, with food, drinks and lots of
activities on offer. More details to follow next term.
● Chessington Trip - Monday 4 July
The CA will again organise discounted tickets for Channing families to the Chessington World of
Adventures on Founders' Day Holiday (Monday 4 July) when the girls are not at school. There will also be
an option to book a place in a coach to and from Chessington. All children will need to be accompanied to
this event by an adult who is responsible for them for the entire trip.
Second Hand Uniform Sale
In the recent CA Parent Survey, a clear majority of parents indicated a preference for morning second-hand
uniform sales over afternoon or online sales. To reflect this, from now on the CA plans to hold a morning
in-person uniform sale at the start of each term.
● Summer Term Uniform Sale - Friday 29 April
Next term's uniform sale will be held on Friday 29 April, 8am , in the Drama Studio. The sale will include all
uniform and PE kit items, as well as "themed day" costumes, art aprons and karate kit.
● Uniform donations
If you have any Winter or Summer uniform, PE kit, themed day costumes, art aprons or karate kit that you
would like to donate for the Second-Hand Sale, we will be collecting donations at the start of next term
between Wednesday 20 April and Thursday 28 April . For themed day costumes, donations of Viking and
Tudor costumes would be particularly welcome, as relevant themed days are coming up in the Summer
Term (Y3:Vikings;Y4:Tudor).
Teaching & Learning News - Ways to overcome procrastination
“Nothing is so fatiguing as the eternal hanging on of an uncompleted task.’’ William James.
Procrastination is extremely common for even the youngest learners. Researchers have found that
procrastination is associated with low self-esteem, irrational beliefs, a fear of failure, depression and
poor study habits. Furthermore, those who procrastinate have been found to be more stressed and
likely to be ill nearer a deadline, often culminating in lower results. Here is an infographic that
outlines 10 things that lead to procrastination.
Here are some ways your child can avoid procrastination:
● Do the task for just a few minutes. Starting a task is often the hardest part. If you can start it for a few
minutes, the brain's desire to see it through to completion will take over.

● Do the hard and important tasks first. The harder the tasks are, the more energy and concentration we
need to complete them. It therefore makes sense to do the hardest and most important tasks first
because trying to start them when you are tired is difficult, often resulting in people putting them off for
another day.
● Manage the learning environment. If you can see temptations, you are more likely to be distracted by
them, and therefore procrastinate.
● Set yourself a short deadline. Researcher Piers Steel notes that ‘it has long been observed that the
further away an event is, the less impact it has on people's decisions.’ Break down the task and give
yourself a short deadline for each part.
Thanks to Inner Drive for their support with this initiative.
Little Village’s Mothers’ Day Campaign: Deadline Friday 25 March
The charity Little Village collects good quality donations of clothes, toys and kit for
babies and children up to the age of 5. Every year they also run a Mothers’ Day
Campaign which aims to offer less fortunate mothers a chance to pamper themselves.
We will be collecting for them until Friday 25 March. They would like small pampering
gifts including: toiletries such as shampoo and conditioner, soaps, sanitary towels, hand
creams, deodorants, bath bombs and toothpaste. If you would like to donate something,
please encourage your daughter to put the items in the clear box by the School Office.
Thank you to everyone who has already donated!
Food Bank Aid
We are proud supporters of Food Bank Aid, which every week collects and distributes 40,000 items to 15-20
North London food banks (including Ringcross Community Centre Food Bank, supported by the Alexandra
Wylie Tower Foundation, and Euston Food Bank) reaching 10,000+ people including 3,500+ children. In the
last 6 weeks alone, the number of people needing help has risen by 25%. We would love Channing families to
help Food Bank Aid raise vital funds to keep pace with this dramatically increasing need.

Food Bank Aid:
● Delivers exactly what food banks ask for and nothing they don’t.
● Their unique system ensures no waste of goods, space or time.
● Makes sure food reaches food banks that are less well served by their local community.
● Engages over 30 schools and community groups to raise awareness of food poverty.
● Has 50+ drop off points enabling people to give with ease at any time.
● Has minimal running costs with just 2 employees and donated premises.
● Mobilises over 200+ community volunteers to help.
Please dig as deep as you can. Every pound you give at Food Bank Aid - Charity Extra will be doubled.
Together we can Take Hunger off the Table.

Girls Enjoying Success
Matilda Sharpe: ‘Never forget, life expects much of you and me’.
● Well done to Elise, Ayra and Clio (2E) for playing their violas in the Initial /Grade 1 String
Class at the North London Festival of Music, Speech and Drama, especially as it was their
first public performance.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
Certificates to be handed out in assembly next week.
● Anoushka H (RM) for her role-playing as a shop worker and writing a shopping list.
● Emilia C (RM) for her super interesting Show and Tell about Space.
● Amber H (RM) for her great explanation of what seeds need to grow.
● Alia C (RM) for her super effort in Mathematics and calculating her number bonds to 5.
● Connie G (3C) for putting a great deal of effort into her handwriting.
● Bea B (4N) for being incredibly supportive and helpful to a friend in need.
● Amina A (4N) for being engaged and taking an interest in our science experiments.
● Radhika S (5M) for her insightful presentation about Holi.
● Simran S (6W) for her excellent ghost story, The Hairy Hands.
● Emma L (6W) for her outstanding attitude to learning in Mathematics.
Warm wishes for what looks like a sunny week ahead
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

DATES
March
Mon - Fri

21 - 25

LAST WEEK OF CLUBS

Monday

21

WORLD POETRY DAY
Y3 Year Group Assembly (Pupils only 8:30am - 9am)
Y2E Trip to Hampstead Learning Centre
Y4 Spanish Experience 1.15pm - 3.15pm

Tuesday

22

WORLD MATHS DAY
Y1P trip Chelsea Physic Garden 9am - 1.30pm
Y5 Spanish Experience 1.15pm - 3.15pm

Wednesday

23

ABRSM Junior Exams
Y3 Year Group Assembly (Parents only 8:30am - 9am)
Y1A trip Chelsea Physic Garden 9am - 1.30pm
Y2 Spanish Experience 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4:20pm - 7pm (Form Teachers)
Virtual Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm (Specialist Teachers)

Thurs

24

Lost Property Collection - 3pm courtyard

Friday

25

Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase Rehearsal (all day in AC)
Y6 World War II Day
Lost Property Collection - 2:50pm courtyard

Monday

28

Marie Curie Yellow Day
Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase Dress Rehearsal 1pm - 3:30pm (in AC)

Tuesday

29

Virtual Parents’ Morning 8.30am - 9am (Mrs Jarman & Miss Bolton only)
Marie Curie School Council break time fair: RM, 1A, 2M, 3C, 4N, 5S, 6E
Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase Performance 6:30pm (in AC)

Wednesday

30

Y2M trip to Hampstead Learning Centre
Marie Curie School Council break time fair: RS, 1P, 2E, 3F, 4R, 5M, 6W
Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase Performance 6:30pm (in AC)
Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal ends

Thursday

31

SPRING TERM ENDS - staggered finish
● 11.45am : Reception (main gate)
● 11.55am:Year 1 (side gate)
● 11.55am:Year 2 (main gate)
● 12.05pm:Year 3 (side gate)
● 12.05pm:Year 4 (main gate)
● 12.15pm:Year 5 (side gate)
● 12.15pm:Year 6 (main gate)
April

Fri - Wed

1 - 19

Tuesday

19

Easter Holidays
Staff INSET

Wednesday

20

Start of Summer Term

Weds - Fri

20 - 22

Passover

Wed - Fri

20 - 29

Y3 Food Bank Donations

Thursday

21

Mon - Fri

25 - 29

Monday

25

CLUBS BEGIN
Swimathon - (Y1, 3, 4, 5 & 6) @ Mallinson Centre

Tuesday

26

Open Morning 8.30am - 10.30am

Wednesday

27

Y6 Watersports begin

Thursday

28

Y5 Watersports begin

Friday

29

CA Uniform Sale @ Drama Room 8am - 9am
Swimathon (Y2) @ Poolside Manor

Year 5 Victorian Day
Year 2 Swimming all week
Swimathon - (Y2) @ Poolside Manor

