31 March 2022
Dear Parents,
This week may only have been three and a half days long, but my goodness we managed to pack
a lot in! I nearly burst with pride on Tuesday afternoon as we gathered more than 1000
students and staff at Stanhope Road for the whole school photograph. It was immensely
moving to see everyone together, and as we saw Reception sitting cross-legged at the front and
the Year 13s gathered together in the centre it was thought-provoking to consider the journey
of every child through the school. I hope that we will get back in the routine of having these
every five years so that you can build a collection of photographs tracking exactly that.
Today has seen the welcome return of the House Singing competition, which I had the privilege
of judging alongside the Head of Vocal Studies, Jenny Bacon. Congratulations to Spears, who
narrowly took the top spot from Goodwin. Special mentions went to Sophia S (Spears) and
Talia N (Sharpe) for Best Solo, to Waterlow for best choreography and staging, to Connie from
Goodwin for Best Accompaniment and to Mr Murphy for Best Staff Appearance for Goodwin.
His cameo as Freddie Mercury will live with me for a long time!
This excitement was followed by the annual delight of the Junior School Easter bonnets as we
were joined by the Junior School pupils for our end of term Mark Reading presentations. A
particular highlight, which I am delighted to announce, is that Frances Taylor in Year 11 has been
voted by her peer group as the recipient of this year’s Rosie Peto Memorial Award. Rosie was a
Channing student who died nearly 7 years ago. She was charming, funny, energetic and brave
and the Award recipient exemplifies many of the qualities that we hold so dear at Channing.
Well done, Frances!
Having bade a fond farewell and given our thanks to the outgoing Year 13 Officer Team on
Monday - with special thanks for a stupendously ridiculous ‘Chan Island’-themed video - today
we welcomed the 2022-23 Officer team, who will be taking up their roles after the holiday.
Our best wishes and congratulations go to:
Head Girls: Maya Khiani & Sienna Ransford
Charity Officers: Georgia McNeill & Ruby Saville
Diversity Officers: Beatrice de Leval & Aliya Jami
Sustainability Officers: Branwen Bainbridge & Charlie Pearce
Sixth Form Officers: Hana Dulson & Flora Pickford
Year 11/Waterlow: Samara Jumah, Alice Metcalf, Lucy Selfe & Anna Whelen
Year 10/Sharpe: Ruby Awenat, Gabriella Douglas-Kitsis, Meaghan Lawrence & Amy Warren
Year 9/Spears: Anika Agarwal, Edie Cartmell, Anna Saacke & Grace Wu
Year 8/Goodwin: Camilla Bassi, Eloise Neil, Maya Ray & Renee Shields
Year 7 Officers: Freya Calder, Lorna Goldman, Ella Goodman & Celine Obadiah

At the end of Mark Reading we paused for a moment of reflection. I told the school that on
Monday night we had enjoyed welcoming back the Class of 2021 to receive their A level
certificates and enjoy their first school reunion. We heard from Class of 2011 Channing alumna
and former Head Girl Kitty Underhill, who spoke compellingly about the foundations which
Channing gave her.

At school, and especially a school like Channing, is where you develop
your foundations. It was here I stepped into leadership roles, became a
confident public speaker, and discovered that despite what my own
negative inner dialogue may have been saying at the time, that if I put my
mind to something I could achieve it.
To the incredible students today who are gaining their certificates and
have already dipped their toe into the big wide world - now you have
your foundations, what will you build? What will you create? The world
is very lucky to have you in it - now’s the time to make your mark. Each
one of you is incredible. Each one of you is an individual like no other.
Each one of you will bring something exceptional to this world we now
live in. Never forget - you are you, and that is your magic .
This holiday offers opportunities for dozens of Channing students to build foundations through
some exciting trips taking place across Europe. My thanks to the staff who are accompanying
the French trip to Montpellier, the ski trip to Austria and the Classics trip to Sicily. I have no
doubt that everyone involved will enjoy the most fantastic fun and educational time, and we will
look forward to hearing all about your adventures next term!
With that in mind, I am very pleased that we can share with you the planned residential and
overseas trips for 2022-24
Residential Trips 2022 - 24.pdf . We are increasingly committed
to thinking through sustainability and environmental issues. We will of course, continue to
review our overseas and national trips so that we can be more environmentally focused and
update you on our progress, which will feed into future plans.
I must also thank you all for the fabulous response to my request for a host family for Eszter
Nagy, our 2022 Transylvanian Scholar. We will be in touch with all those who volunteered after
the break, having selected the family who will look after Eszter this year.
Today I need to share two pieces of practical information. Firstly, following a review of our
Online Safety and Digital Device policies and practices in light of feedback from parents and
students, we have decided to make some changes to the way students in Years 7 to 9 use their
school devices and when they are allowed to do so. We hope you will agree that the changes we
are making will ensure that our students stay safe online, help them find a balance between time
on and away from screens, and encourage them to enjoy the company of their friends and the
many extra-curricular opportunities on offer during the school day. The key changes are that
from the start of next term,Years 7 to 9 will not be able to use their iPads unsupervised at break
or lunchtime, and the App Store will be disabled. For full details of the changes, and the steps
you might need to take over the Easter holiday, please refer to this letter from Mr Grossman,

Assistant Head - Director of Digital Learning and Technology, which is also being sent to you as a
separate email later today for ease of reference.
Secondly, I am sure that many of you may already have seen the result of the TfL bus
consultation regarding the 271 and 143 bus routes. Whilst the outcome of the consultation
includes retaining the route of the 143 bus through Highgate village, unfortunately TfL have
decided to withdraw the 271 bus route. It is expected that this will take place in early 2023.
This decision is a real blow, especially given the volume of negative comments made in response
to the proposal, including 90 relating specifically to travel by schoolchildren. The school will be
writing to TfL to express its serious concern at this decision as this is a route used by many
pupils living in Islington and along the Holloway Road.
At the end of every term I like to give a round-up of staff news. I am sorry to report that my
first piece of news is a most unfortunate one. Ms Gjertsen, our new Head of Sixth Form who
joined in January, resigned for personal reasons two weeks ago, with immediate effect. It is a
sad and unexpected situation and I am very grateful to Mrs Williams and Mr Martini-Phillips
who have agreed to step up as Joint Acting Heads of Sixth Form until the end of the academic
year. I have already advertised externally for a new Head of Sixth Form, with the aim of
interviewing and appointing for a September start before the 30 April notice deadline. I am also
advertising for a part-time teacher of Philosophy for those in Year 11 who have signed up to
take A level Philosophy next year.
At Mark Reading today we had the chance to give a rousing send-off to Ms Phipps, who retires
today after 29 years teaching in the Junior School. Countless Junior School girls have had the
benefit of her warm heart, forthright manner and incisive mind. Her care and support for
students and staff alike will be very much missed, and we wish her every happiness in her new
career as a herbologist.
Two more staff depart today, but only temporarily. Mrs Romero-Wiltshire goes on maternity
leave with our best wishes, whilst singing teacher Rachel Chapman embarks on a two term
contract as part of the chorus at the Royal Opera House. This is a stunning professional
opportunity for her, and we are looking forward to going to see her perform later this year!
Best wishes also to Miss Lindsay, who is getting married this holiday and will return next term
as Ms Hursay.
My final thanks is to Mrs Bhamra-Burgess, who has been a fabulous Acting Deputy Head this
term. She has stepped up to the challenge of leading the pastoral and operational side of the
school, alongside her existing post of Assistant Head Co-curricular, with energy and aplomb. I
have valued her insight and thoughtfulness in support of me, as have the Heads of Year and
numerous students this term.
As we approach the holidays, then, please let me wish you variously happy Easter, Chag Pesach
Sameach and Ramadan Kareem. Whether you are celebrating a religious festival at this time of
year or not, I hope you have a most enjoyable holiday. We look forward to seeing you back at
school on Wednesday 20 April.
With very best wishes
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead
Wednesday 20 April 2022
Summer Term begins at 8.25am
Year 12 Examinations begin
Thursday 21 March 2022
16:00 Pygmalion Rehearsal, AC
16:05 Partnerships - Debating & Philosophy Clubs
18:00 Alumnae Reunion Event: Class of 2020, Sixth Form Centre
Friday 22 April 2022
Earth Day
16:00 A level Recital Rehearsals
Saturday 23 April 2022 - Monday 25 April 2022
Year 10 DofE Silver Practice Expedition - Boxhill
Sunday 24 April 2022
10:00 Year 11 Duologues Tech

Reminders
Passover
We have made arrangements for lunch for the Jewish pupils who would like to observe
Passover on Wednesday 20 April, Thursday 21 April and Friday 22 April. If you would like your
child to bring in a Passover packed lunch, please complete this form. Please remember that we
are a nut free school. A separate table, with a disposable cloth, will be set up in the Dining Hall
so that pupils can eat at their usual time alongside their friends. As usual, fruit will be available
at break, although you may wish to send in a snack.
Reporting Absences
From 1 April the Senior School absence phone line will no longer be active. Parents should
email their child’s absence due to illness to absences@channing.co.uk each day of the absence
by 8.45am including their full name, form group and reason for absence.
Who should I contact_ - Most up to date.pdf
Co-Curricular & Extra-Curricular Timetable
CO-CURRICULAR & EXTRACURRICULAR SUMMER TERM 2022 TIMETABLE - Full Ti…

Forthcoming Events
TeenTech Coding Games Masterclasses
Channing is a huge supporter of TeenTech and have had national success in this Year 9
competition. Over the holidays online masterclasses are being run on 4, 5 and 7 April 2022 for
students aged 11-16. The classes are run each morning for a different coding activity, led by an
app and game developer.
This course is suitable for absolute beginners who have never coded before, who want to
understand the concepts behind programming and creating apps and games. For more
information and to sign up please visit the link here.

Girls Enjoying Success
Maths News
Firstly well done to our students who qualified for the follow on UKMT Maths Challenge
Kangaroo rounds:
The following students sat the Grey Kangaroo with 2 students achieving a Merit in this
challenging set of questions;
Natasha B
Cara G, Merit
Haruka M, Merit
The Pink Kangaroo is for Years 10 and 11 and was even harder! Big congratulations to the
following students who sat this alongside their TAG exams;
Ariella G
Grace N
Anushka D
Puzzle of the Week winners this term: A big shout out to Mrs Williams' Class in Year 9 who
have won the class competition. They have the most correct answers in Key Stage 3.

Maths Ellery Programme - Alien Invasion: Problem solving with Year 7
10 year 7s are doing a STEM problem solving course this term. They are solving a problem
involving an invasion by Aliens in a town called Manford. They are using ratio, scale drawing,
speed calculations, logic and graphs, all topics they will learn about in the next 2 years. They
have smashed it!
Music News
Many congratulations to all our musicians who took their ABRSM practical examinations last
week at both the Senior and Junior Schools. Delightfully, all 46 candidates passed and there are
a number of excellent achievements by our pupils on both sides of the road! A number of
Junior School pupils gained distinctions in violin (Sophia A and Maya L), bassoon (Imogen K) and

viola (Elise F). At the Senior School there are a number of notable results from Yanna H (grade
VII violin), Saira C (Grade II Horn), Salma A and Sophie D (grade V Singing) and most of all
Yasmin B with Distinction for her ABRSM singing diploma. Their certificates will be awarded at
the beginning of next term.
International Women's Day Competition
The theme of this year's International Women's Day was 'break the bias'. We challenged pupils
to commemorate a woman who has confronted gender bias in an essay, presentation or mock
interview. The winners of the competition are as follows:
First prize - Maddie B, 10B for her essay on Claire Williams OBE, Formula One team principal
Runners up - Ari A and Zaynab B, 7DZ for their presentation on Malala Yousafzai, a
campaigner for girls' education
Please click the links above to see their work.
Year 7 Book Club trip to Alexandra Palace
In book club this term,Year 7 have been reading the six books shortlisted for the Alexandra
Palace Children's Book Award. On Friday they found out the winner at a ceremony at
Alexandra Palace attended by four of the authors. They heard from each of the authors in a
Q&A and did a workshop with Polly Ho-Yen, who encouraged them to draw on their everyday
experiences in their creative writing and to doodle for inspiration. After the ceremony they
were able to meet the authors and have their books signed. Here is a photo of them with
author Anna Goodall.

T&L News: Good vs Poor Revisers
As we move towards the exam period our weekly look at the most up to date educational
research will focus on the best bets for exam success.

Revision and exam time can be a tense affair. There are no magic cures or silver bullets. The
best we can do is to equip young people in a way that maximises their memory, boosts their
concentration and fans the fire of their motivation.
Research suggests that students spacing out their learning, testing themselves, teaching it to
someone else, creating a sense of purpose and getting a good amount of sleep are some of the
best ways to do this.

Tip: Use this very useful infographic from Inner Drive to discuss the characteristics of excellent,
fearless revisers with your child.

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at the Junior
School. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing
Facebook Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
This week the whole school joined together at the playing fields to take a school photograph the first to feature all pupils from 4-18 in over a decade. We are excited to share this whole
school photo from 1919 - it's remarkable how much the school has grown in just over a
century!

