Dear Parents
It was great to see all of the girls in assembly this morning; they were excited to be back at school ready to
see what the Summer Term brings. It always amazes me just how many fantastic things they get to
experience every term. On the last day of the Spring Term, we watched a video celebrating the fabulous
myriad of activities and events that we took part in throughout the term. This included: Brew Monday,
Mental Health Awareness week, Football Week, World Book Day, Healthy Schools Week (with a visit from
Olympian Montell Douglas), House Assemblies, Alexandra Wylie Tower Foundation Food Bank collections,
Marie Curie Campaign, Little Village Charity Mother’s Day Campaign, NSPCC Maths Week, Spanish
Experience, KS2 Spring Concert,Y4 & 5 Dance and Drama Showcase. You can watch what we got up to
here using your daughter’s Firefly login details. I look forward to this term’s adventures…
This term brings much excitement as our new adventure playground is due
to be completed. The new equipment will help to support the girls to take
assessed risks in a safe environment and to develop their ability to
persevere and be resilient. Furthermore, we should never underestimate
the positive benefits that playing and learning outside has on children’s
mental health and wellbeing.
The contractors have been very busy
levelling and landscaping the ground to get it ready for the new play
equipment that is on its way. There will be a big hexagonal structure (the
girls did, of course, confidently tell me in assembly that this means it has six
sides) with a swing and a slide. There will also be
another play structure with a suspension bridge and a
fireman’s pole. Additionally, the girls will have a cradle
nest swing, tractor tyre swing and a seesaw to play on.
Furthermore, the tree has been carved into a beautiful owl, sitting on a pile of books.
This morning, I set a competition asking the girls to ‘Name the Owl’ - what would you
call me and why? There is a postbox outside my office for the girls to post their
entries; they need to remember to put their name and class on the back. Do encourage
your daughter to enter and discuss her choice of name.
IAPS Membership
I am delighted to share that I am now a member and the School is an accredited
member of IAPS (Independent Association of Prep Schools). IAPS is an organisation
that represents over 670 prep, junior and pre-prep schools in the UK & worldwide.
Schools must reach a very high standard to be eligible for membership, with strict
criteria on teaching a broad curriculum, maintaining excellent standards of pastoral
care and keeping staff members’ professional development training up to date. There will be lots of
competitions in Sport and other areas of the curriculum, co-curriculum and extra curriculum for us to
enter the girls in, as well as CPD opportunities for staff.

Staff News
This term, we warmly welcome Mrs Canning (1P Form Teacher), Miss Bharucha (2E Maternity Cover Form
Teacher), Ms Davari (3C Maternity Cover Form Teacher) and Mr Declan, Caretaker and Groundsman, who
will be working with Mr Michael. Additionally, from 3 May, Ms Munro, Head of Music will join us. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank Mr Headley for his enthusiasm for teaching Music to Year 4 - 6 girls since
January. To learn more about the new staff, please see the Staff Bios on Firefly using your daughter’s login
details: Link to Firefly - new staff bios
Here is the Updated Key Contact Information outlining the email contact details of the Junior School staff.
Please could we ask that your specific query is directed to the appropriate individual and anything of a more
serious nature is directed to a member of the Senior Management Team.
Please be mindful that staff may not pick up emails immediately (teachers will, of course, not be checking
emails when they are teaching, running clubs or supervising pupils at break and lunchtimes) and may choose
to take time to investigate the matter before responding. However, they will endeavour to answer your
queries within 24 hours. Please do not think that a lack of instant response means a lack of interest on the
part of the member of staff.
Please note that staff are not expected to reply to emails outside normal school hours, weekends or during
school holidays. If you have an emergency which needs to be dealt with before school next opens, please
email: jsoffice@channing.co.uk.
Curriculum Newsletters
The Curriculum Newsletters for the Summer Term for each year group are available on Firefly using your
daughter’s login details. Please remember you can contact the teachers if you have any questions.
Religious Holidays Form
Please complete this form, outlining the days your daughter will be absent from school this
term due to religious observance: Religious Holidays Form.
SchoolBase
Please note that during the Easter break, our parent portal provider, SchoolBase upgraded some elements of
the system. As a result, the URL has changed to https://schoolbase.online/Logon?DName=Channing. The way
you log into the system has not changed; however, if you have bookmarked the portal you may need to update
any links. We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.
Birds & Owls
Please find below separate sign up forms for Early Birds, Mini Owls and Late Owls.You
must sign up in advance for the entire half term. If you are unable to collect your
daughter on time, you must let us know in advance and we will register her for Mini/Late
Owls.
Please note that we will be calling parents, who have not signed their daughter up to Owls, to
confirm their attendance at the following times:
● EY/KS1: 3.30pm (3.20pm on a Friday)
● KS2: 3.50pm (3.30pm on a Friday)
● Clubs: anytime a girl arrives at Late Owls after their club and they are not signed up
Early Birds (Before School): Early Birds
Mini Owls (After School): Mini Owls
Late Owls (After School): Late Owls Please note on Thursday 28 April Late Owls will be in 4R.

Summer Term Extra Curricular Clubs
Clubs for the Summer Term start next week, Monday 25 April, and will run until Thursday 30 June. Please
check Schoolbase carefully for the club(s) that have been allocated to your daughter(s). If you have any
further queries, please contact jsreceptionist@channing.co.uk
Birthday Cakes and Treats
A reminder that you are very welcome to send in nut-free cakes or treats for your daughter to
celebrate her birthday with her class or year group. Please ensure that they are separate cakes or
treats rather than a large cake that needs to be sliced. Additionally please be mindful of the size of
cakes; they should be no bigger than a child’s hand. Due to health and safety, please do not send in
cake pops. Furthermore, please do not send in treats for any other occasions without prior
permission from your daughter’s Form Teacher.
Art Attack
NHS Competition Deadline this Friday
A reminder that the Key Stage 2 girls are invited to enter the 'Step into the NHS'
competition for a chance to say 'thank you' to our wonderful health service and
also win some prizes. The girls can create an A4-sized flat artwork in any medium
or they can choose to enter a poem or short story instead. All entries must be on
paper and brought into school by this Friday. The entrant's name (or names if two children have
collaborated) and class must be clearly marked on the reverse of the work and a title added too.
Behind the Scenes
Y4 & Y5 Dance and Drama Showcase
We were incredibly proud of the girls and their brilliant performance of ‘James and the Giant Peach ’ at the end
of last term. Please click on the link and use your daughter’s Firefly login details to watch a recording: James
and the Giant Peach

Music Matters
ABRSM Exams
We will be having 'face-to-face' ABRSM practical examinations in school, during the week
commencing 20 June.
● We are very happy to accommodate requests for entry from pupils who learn outside of school,
provided their teacher has stated that they are ready to take an ABRSM practical examination this
term.
● If your daughter has lessons in school, please discuss their entry with their teacher first.
● Once you are ready to submit your daughter’s entry, please complete and submit the parental consent
form via this Google Form.
In both cases, the deadline for consent forms to be submitted is 4pm on Friday 13 May. Regrettably, we are
unable to process late applications. If you have any queries, please contact juniormusic@channing.co.uk
Charitable Donations
Thank you for your generous donations. It is fabulous to see the girls participating in events and actively
fundraising for worthy causes. I am delighted to share the received thank you messages we have received
from Little Village , Marie Curie and Inspiring Girls:

“Thanks so much for fundraising £2243.59 for Marie Curie once again, we really do appreciate your support.”
"We are beyond grateful for the generous donation which we received, which I understand has been
fundraised by Channing teachers, parents and pupils. We cannot thank you enough! This kind support of our
work will allow us to continue to drive forward with our mission to raise the aspirations of young girls around
the world, by connecting them with inspiring female role models. Inspiring Girls' Founder and Chair, Miriam
González Durántez, has left a short thank you message as she - like all of us at Inspiring Girls, were so moved
by the donation.” Please log into your daughter’s Firefly account to view the short message.

Food Bank Donations
The Ringcross Community Centre Food Bank is a collaboration between Pilon Trust and The
Alexandra Wylie Tower Foundation . Please ask your daughter, with the help of her Form
Teacher (if required), to place donations in one of the blue, labelled Food Bank collection bins at
the front of school. Thank you to Year 2 for their generous donations before the holiday. They
have passed the baton on to Year 3; we would greatly appreciate donations from:
Year Group

Dates

Year 3

Wednesday 20 April - Friday 29 April

Year 1

Tuesday 3 May - Friday 13 May

Reception

Monday 16 May - Friday 27 May

Year 5

Monday 6 June - Friday 17 June

Year 4

Monday 20 June - Friday 1 July

Year 5 Virtual Workshop
The girls in Year 5 have been learning all about the Victorian era throughout their History
topic last term. To conclude ‘The Victorians’ topic of study, pupils in Year 5 will compare
and contrast Queen Victoria’s coronation (which took place on 28 June 1838) and the
Coronation Day for Queen Elizabeth II (which took place on 2 June 1953). Tomorrow,
they will virtually join a London secretary and millions of well-wishers as they line the
streets of London to watch the Queen’s coach pass on the street, witnesses the coronation
on live television (a first!), and join in a local street party to celebrate the start of a new
Elizabethan era! Long may she reign! The girls are invited to wear their special party
dresses for this day.
Spotlight on Sport
Year 2 Swimming
Next week, from Monday 25 - 29 April, the Year 2 girls will have daily hour-long swimming
lessons, at Poolside Manor. Each Year 2 form will swim at separate times for an hour each
morning to complement their PE curriculum. In preparation for these lessons, please
support your daughter to prepare her necessary kit in advance. She will need a named bag
containing: a swimming cap, towel, costume, goggles and hairbrush. Each day throughout the swimming week,
the girls should wear their uniform to school and bring in a swimming kit. If your daughter needs to apply
creams for eczema after her swimming lesson, or has any additional needs that need to be considered for
swimming, please let us know.
If your daughter is in 2E, please make sure she meets her teachers inside the courtyard for an 8am departure
on Monday 25, Tuesday 26 and Friday 29 April. All Year 2 pupils are to meet staff inside the courtyard at
7:45am on Thursday 28 April . These earlier start times are to ensure the girls leave promptly to get their full
hour of swimming instruction in the pool.
Swimathon
Some girls in Years 1- 6 will be taking part in the Swimathon next week, raising funds for the Ukraine
Humanitarian Appeal . If you would like to sponsor them you can visit their sponsorship page here. Swimming
kit reminders:
● Monday 25 April:Years 4, 5 and 6 will be swimming at the Mallison in Highgate.
● Tuesday 26 April:Years 1 and 3 will be swimming at Poolside Manor.
● Friday 29 April:Year 2 will be swimming at Poolside Manor.
Year 5 & Year 6 Watersports
Next week, watersports are returning to the Year 5 and 6 PE curriculum. At the Islington Boat Club, (a new
venue this year), the girls will develop a variety of skills on the water, not least coordination and endurance.
The girls will arrive already changed to begin their watersports sessions. On their watersports
days, starting next week (Wednesdays for Year 6 and Thursdays for Year 5), please ensure your
daughter brings the following items to school to change into before leaving school for
watersports: towel, leggings, socks, old trainers (which the girls do not mind getting wet and
muddy), t-shirt, fleece, waterproof jacket, suncream, large plastic bag and hairbrush.
Our staff will supervise the girls using changing facilities after each session, should they get too wet before the
return coach journey back to school for normal collection time. If your daughter needs to apply creams for
eczema after her watersports season, or has any additional needs that need to be considered for swimming,
please let us know in advance of the first sessions.
Head Lice
We all know that having head lice is not a serious health problem; however, it can be irritating and timeconsuming to manage. We encourage everyone to check their daughter’s hair and treat it if there are any

live lice found. It is thought that if we all do this three times per year, once every school term, then we will
eventually reduce the spread of lice.
Use your normal shampoo to wash your daughter’s hair and then apply conditioner generously. Section the
hair and use a fine-toothed metal nit comb to thoroughly comb and check the hair, before rinsing. Do not
use any chemical treatments unless you find live lice. For further information:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
Teaching & Learning News
Following Healthy Schools Week last term, it was excellent
to see the girls making confident food choices for their lunch
meals. We will always encourage the girls to make good
choices. But just how important is a good diet, breakfast
especially, to pupil engagement and attention? A 2013 review
by Public Health England cited a number of studies (see here)
related to breakfast consumption vs skipping breakfast and
short-term assessments of cognition. The literature confirms
advice that breakfast is an important meal and should not be
omitted. Consequently, we will continue to encourage all pupils (either at home, or in Early Birds) to enjoy
breakfast; it is an important meal and should always be encouraged. Helping our pupils achieve and maintain a
healthy diet - as visually shown in The Eatwell Guide - will have lasting health benefits regardless of any
potential impact on attainment and will remain a key rationale at Channing Junior School for promoting a
better diet.
Follow us on Social Media
We often publish photos and films or events such as class assemblies, performances and trips
on Firefly, our password secure website. Additionally, we publish photos and films (depending
on parental permissions) on our social media accounts. Follow us on : Channing Instagram
Account, Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account and Channing
Facebook Account to see what the girls are getting up to at school.
Channing Association News
Uniform Sale & Donations
This term's second-hand uniform sale will be held on Friday 29 April, 8- 9am in the Drama
Studio. If you would like to donate any items for the sale, please bring donations to school
between Wednesday 20 and Thursday 28 April and leave them in the blue
bins in the courtyard by the entrance of the school. All donations of
winter or summer uniform, PE kit, art aprons, karate kit or theme day costumes
(especially Viking and Tudor) would be gratefully received.
Uniform Fitting
Our uniform supplies, Uniform4Kids, have a dedicated weekend for the girls to try on
items of uniform.You can book online.
Girls Enjoying Success
Matilda Sharpe: ‘Never forget, life expects much of you and me’.
● Well done to Eleanor S (1A) who achieved a Distinction in her Primary Level Ballet
Exam with the Highgate Ballet School.
● Well done to Anya P (4R) who made and sold toys and books over the Easter
holidays to raise money for Little Village . She raised £80.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
● Imaan UR (1A) for writing a detailed recount of our trip to Chelsea Physic Gardens
and sharing it with her classmates.
● Andrea C (2E) for excellent progress and determination with her reading.
● Aurelia V (2M) for a fantastic ending to the story 'Journey’.

● Maria K (2M) for a fantastic ending to the story 'Journey’.
● Eloise S (2M) for a fantastic written version of the story ‘Journey’.
● Arabella G (5M) for her effort in Music lessons and for confidently and independently
learning her part (performing 'Sakura') on the xylophone 'by ear'.
To those of you celebrating this week:
● Chag Pesach Sameach!
● Happy Orthdox Easter!

With warm wishes
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

DATES
April
Wednesday

20

Start of Summer Term

Weds - Fri

20 - 22

Passover

Wed - Fri

20 - 29

Y3 Food Bank Donations

Thursday

21

Y5 Victorian Day

Friday

22

Y4 Parent & pupil Golden Hinde overnight stay talk - 8.30am Fairseat Hall

Sunday

24

Orthodox Easter

Mon - Fri

25 - 29

Monday

25

CLUBS BEGIN
Y4, 5 & 6 Swimathon @ Mallinson Centre

Tuesday

26

Open Morning 8.30am - 10.30am
Y1 & 3 Swimathon @ Poolside Manor

Wednesday

27

Y6 Watersports begin
Y5 Parent & pupil PGL Liddington residential talk - 8.30am Fairseat Hall

Thursday

28

Y5 Watersports begin

Friday

29

CA Uniform Sale - 8.00-9.00am Drama Room
Y2 Swimathon @ Poolside Manor

Y2 Swimming all week, Poolside Manor

May
Monday

2

Bank Holiday - School Closed

Tues - Fri

3 - 13

Tuesday

3

Y3 Olympic Stadium Trip - 9.30am-2.30pm

Thurs - Fri

5

Y4R Overnight Stay: Golden Hinde

Friday

6

CA Reps Meeting - 8.30am Drama Studio
CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS

Y1 Food Bank Donations

