
‘’WHAT CAN THE SCHOOL DO TO SUPPORT YOU TO BE A
FEARLESS LEARNER?’’ (II)

We can support our students to become fearless learners by identifying the areas of our T&L where there is a
gap between student perception and what is actually happening in our classrooms, and make an attempt to close
this gap through explicit communication. There are also some tangible practical strategies we can implement in
our classrooms that make our students feel more confident, organised and empowered. 

This Spotlight is based on student interviews which focused on homework, work-flow and feedback.

10 ~ 21/22

Have a Google Classroom for all your classes. Post homework here and encourage
students to also record this in their HW diary especially in Years 7 - 9
Have a topic in GC called ‘Homework’ - students find this helps them stay organised
Avoid setting homework on GC after the lesson without explaining it in the lesson first

How do you have homework communicated to you?

Monitor the balance of hand-written vs typed work in our classrooms
Discuss with students how well they can revise from work that is purely online
Be explicit in our lessons about note taking and offer advice and support on how to do this

How and where do you work in lessons and for homework? 

There is a real mixture of paper handouts and resources shared on Google Classroom
It would seem that some students struggle with this mixed-economy
Monitor if this is working for students, especially our SEND students and especially when
they are revising 

How do you have materials shared with you? 

Strive for clarity over the expectations around homework in terms of time
Encourage students to make a note in margin when that time is up. This allows us to
monitor and check on the quantities of homework set and how long it is taking the
average student to complete
Explore flipped homework and homework set aside for reviewing work - be specific
about how students might do this

Homework - time and type

Students don’t seem to recognise ‘feedback’ in all its forms - revisit and discuss your
subject specific feedback policies with your students
Students like being given time to respond to our feedback - embed DIRT activities in
your lesson planning
Students don’t like or especially value peer and whole class feedback - strive for
excessive clarity about the different types of feedback and their value. Re-emphasise the
importance of the student role in the feedback process 
Share best practice around the different types of feedback

Feedback: 


