
‘’WHAT CAN THE SCHOOL DO TO SUPPORT YOU TO BE A
FEARLESS LEARNER?’’ (I)

We can support our students to become Fearless Learners by identifying the areas of our T&L where there is a
gap between student perception and what is actually happening in our classrooms, and make an attempt to close
this gap through explicit communication. There are also some tangible practical strategies we can implement in
our classrooms that make our students feel more confident, organised and empowered. This Spotlight is based on
the responses to the student school-wide survey on Fearless learners and from student council meetings.
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We should all ensure that the test monitoring timetable is completed accurately -  
students have access to this and can use it to plan their revision

Assessments

Give students guidance about how long a piece of homework should take
Consider giving specific, guided homework that allows students to review and
consolidate their notes and understanding from the lesson

Homework

Consider signposting early on at the start of a unit of work when there is going to
be a significant test. This allows students to practice spaced learning
Try to give subject specific advice on revision - model how you would do it
Students value being given checklists well ahead of any assessment
Share past practice questions and discuss the different ways students might use
them

Revision

Students like it when teachers give feedback focusing on ‘Even Better If’
Give students the opportunity to redraft work to improve it
Share model answers and examples of ‘what a good one looks like’
Students should work at least as hard with our feedback, as we do in giving it
Embed well thought through ‘DIRT’ activities in your lessons

Feedback

When we ask our students about T&L we might not necessarily like or
agree with what they say

Equally, students will always have views on tests, revision, feedback and
homework, and they might not always understand or like what is best
for them in terms of their progress and learning

Final thoughts


