Dear Parents
As some of you may know (and if the girls weren't sure, they definitely were after this morning’s assembly): I
love flamingos! Flamingos are fascinating creatures; they are elegant, vibrant and beautiful. Moreover, they take
me to my happy place. They remind me of happy times with my family in the sunshine.
As a child, every summer, I went to visit my grandparents in Cyprus where
they returned to when they retired. I can vividly remember, after being
warmly greeted with prolonged hugs and kisses, my brother and I excitedly
got into the car and the first thing we would spot on our journey back to my
grandparents’ house was the salt lake covered with hundreds - maybe
thousands - of stunning flamingos. I can remember admiring their graceful
moves - they looked like pink ballerinas - and being astounded by how many
there were altogether. If you are interested to see what this looks like for
yourself, you may like to watch this video that I shared with the girls as they
were walking in and out of assembly: Flamingo Story at Salt Lake Larnaca,
Cyprus.
Many years later, my parents retired and they too decided to emigrate. Before they did, my brother and I went
on holiday with them, something we hadn’t done altogether for many years. In the hotel grounds where we
were staying, flamingos roamed freely. This was a real highlight for me as somehow my love of flamingos, past
and present, came together as if it was meant to be. When I saw them, I immediately felt happy. I took many
photos including the two below to capture the memories.

Flamingos equal precious times with my family in the sunshine. They take me to my happy place! I was
intrigued to learn about what takes some of the girls to their happy place. This included: cricket, drawing,
singing, dogs, football, playing a musical instrument, friends and much more. All of the girls will have time over
the next couple of weeks to share their thoughts and they will be filling in a heart that will
be displayed on our ‘What takes you to your happy place?’ tree in Fairseat Hall. These will
encourage us all to look to our happy place and focus on positive thoughts.
You may have been wondering why there are five flamingos in the Reception area and yes,
this is partly because they make me and many of the girls happy; but as usual, there is a
bigger plan. Today, I set a competition for the girls to name the flamingos and even more
excitedly to choose where they will live around the school grounds as part of a ‘flamingo
trail.’ I am very much looking forward to hearing the girls' ideas. All of the girls are invited

to post their entries into the postbox outside my office. All entries must have their name and form on the
back of their piece of paper.
Talking of naming birds, I was astounded by the number of entries to name
our beautifully carved owl in the playground. The winning entry was from
Flora N(6W): Athena. I n Ancient Greek mythology, Athena was the
goddess of wisdom and kept an owl on her shoulder that revealed truths to
her and represented wisdom and knowledge. As our owl is reading a book
and has lots of other books to read, she is becoming more and more
knowledgeable and wise.
Celebrating Different Languages
This week, the House Captains announced the House points in Urdu. Urdu is the
official language of Pakistan. The National sport of Pakistan is hockey; however, many
would argue that it is in fact, cricket! Rather than singing ‘Happy Birthday’, we learnt
how to say it in Urdu. ‘Salgirah Mubarak -  ’سالگرہ مبارکto all of those who are
celebrating this week!
Inspirational Explorer & Adventurer
Nick Carter, the explorer and adventurer, will be speaking to all of the girls this Wednesday
during assembly. He will share tales of his amazing adventures, including: climbing Mount
Everest, living with remote tribes, and swimming the English Channel (even though he wasn’t
very confident at swimming). Nick uses his amazing adventures to teach children how to take
more courageous decisions in life; and how kindness, bravery and resilience can be used to
make every day more meaningful.
Nick has just published his first children’s book that tells the stories behind his biggest adventures to date - the
Amazon, exploring the deepest cave - and explains how to develop important adventure values yourself. The
book also nudges children to go out and experience these values through age-appropriate missions.
Additionally, Nick has decided to gather together some of his most inspirational adventurer friends and
organise a weekend of values-based activities near London, to teach practical kindness, bravery and resilience
first-hand. For more information, Nick Carter's Amazing Adventures.
Charity News
On Friday 27 May, we will be hosting a disco to raise money for the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal . If your
daughter would like to make a song request with DJ Bolton, which is guaranteed to be played during the
disco, please bring a suggested donation of £1. Miss Bolton and/or Miss Wright will be in the courtyard
entrance daily from 8am tomorrow (until Thursday 26 May) to take song requests and donations.
During the disco, there will be the chance for girls to enter our exclusive VIP Karaoke area for an allocated
amount of time. To be in with a chance, raffle tickets can be purchased via Miss Bolton and/or Miss Wright
in the courtyard entrance daily from 8am tomorrow (until Thursday 26 May). Raffle tickets will be on sale
for £1 each.
Founders’ Day: Saturday 2 July
We are currently finalising our arrangements for Founders’ Day. This marks the 137th anniversary of the
founding of the school and we are looking forward to welcoming you all. Please note that all pupils are
expected to attend Founders’ Day. All girls and families in the Junior School are invited to come into school
anytime between 9am and 11am. As not to spoil the surprise, further details will follow.
Monday 4 July is a holiday in lieu of attendance on the Saturday; the Channing Association plan a trip to
Chessington theme park. We return to school on Tuesday 5 July for the last four days of term.

Podcast
If you haven’t already, do listen to my podcast with Hero K (6W),Violet L (6W),
Freyja E (6E and Astrid J (6E). We explored: what makes our school special, what it’s
like seeing the girls learn and grow as well as the Channing Promise.You’ll also get to
hear what the girls love about the school and the questions they asked me.You can
access and subscribe via: https://channing.buzzsprout.com/
National Numeracy Day
The focus of National Numeracy Day this Wednesday 19 May is to recognise how
Mathematics is everywhere and involved in all of the things we do, from dancing to
baking! Please see this website for more information and helpful tips for children and
adults. We will also be encouraging the girls to take part in the competition: National
Numeracy Day Competition, where they can win prizes for themselves and for school.
How your daughter can enter (click on links):
● Download a Number Hero sheet or grab a piece of paper and read the Terms and Conditions
● Create a picture of herself doing her dream job or hobby – she can draw, paint, collage, use a
computer or do any type of picture.
● Tell them how she will use numbers in her job or hobby – don’t forget to add her first name,
class and school.
● Ask a parent, carer or teacher to post the picture on social media with the two hashtags
#NationalNumeracyDay and #SchoolNumberHero. Or email your picture to
competition@nationalnumeracy.org.uk
Year 2 Trip to the Roald Dahl Museum - Wednesday 15 June
The pupils in Year 2 will be travelling by coach to view the Roald Dahl Museum and
the village, Great Missenden, where Roald Dahl spent his years. They will have the
opportunity to explore the gallery in groups and take a guided walk to where he is
buried. Please complete the electronic form by clicking on the link to give
permission for your daughter to attend this trip, to either request a packed lunch
or let us know she will be bringing one from home and/or to express your
interest in supporting as a group leader on the day.
Upcycling Old-style School Hoodies
Last term, girls in Textiles Club upcycled old-style PE
hoodies by hand sewing on patches and fabric shapes to
cover the Channing logos. Some of the pupils have kindly
donated their newly decorated hoodies to the Alexandra
Wylie Tower Foundation , so that other young people will
be able to enjoy them. We have some hoodies and
patches left over, so if your daughter would like to take
home a project, she is welcome to ask Mr Fellows, Art & DT Coordinator, for a hoodie and patches. Finished
items can be brought back to school and donated to the charity. Please note that strong fingers are needed
since the fabric and patches are quite thick, so younger pupils may find this very challenging.
Food Bank Donations
The Alexandra Wylie Tower Foundation has been amazed by all of your generous
donations. Suggestions for donations include: washing tablets, tinned/canned produce, pasta
(and sauces), rice, spices, olive oil, juices, stock cubes, cereals, tea, coffee and snack (sweet
and savoury) items. Clean sauce pots (from your favourite takeaway) and tupperware are
also helpful donations as it helps the food bank volunteers to share out items. Please ask
your daughter to place donations in one of the blue, labelled Food Bank collection bins at
the front of school. Thank you to Year 1 for their very generous donations, it is now over to team Reception!
Year Group

Dates

Reception

Monday 16 May - Friday 27 May

Year 5

Monday 6 June - Friday 17 June

Year 4

Monday 20 June - Friday 1 July

Music Matters

Individual Music Tuition Programme:Taster Sessions
During the week beginning Monday 6 June, girls who will be in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 in

September, who do not currently learn an instrument in school, will have the opportunity
to try out one of the many instruments we offer for individual lessons. In order for you and
your daughter to better understand which instrument(s) she might like to try, our teachers have created
video demonstrations about playing and learning certain instruments. Please click on this link. Timings for
each instrument are given in the Vimeo link. Where possible, these taster sessions will take place in your
daughter’s curriculum music time.
After these introductory sessions and having watched the video demonstrations from our Visiting Music
Teachers, you are welcome to ‘sign up’ your daughter to the instrument of their choice.
● If you would like your daughter to commence instrumental lesson(s) in September, please click on the
link below and complete the Google Form by Thursday 6 June. Please note we may be unable to
process any application after this date, which may result in a delay in starting lessons.
● If you experience any difficulty with the link, please copy and paste it into your browser.
● Request for Individual Music Tuition Google Form: Junior School Individual Music Lessons
● This will not commit you to a term’s lessons but to two taster lessons at the start of the Autumn Term,
after which you must notify us at juniormusic@channing.co.uk if you do not wish to proceed with
lessons.
For parents/pupils who are interested in two instruments:
● You have the opportunity of trying both instruments, for two lessons each, at the start of the Autumn
Term. After this time, you must notify us at juniormusic@channing.co.uk which instrument, if any, your
daughter wishes to proceed with.
For both options:
● Each lesson will be charged at £35 each.
● If you know at the outset that your daughter wishes to begin a particular instrument, further details,
including a welcome letter from her teacher, will be sent prior to lessons beginning. Please indicate this
in the Comments section of the Google Form.
● If a third lesson, on either instrument, is taken, you are then committed and a term’s notice in writing is
required as normal.
● Individual music lesson fees from September 2022 are £350 per term.
If you have any further questions left unanswered please email me at juniormusic@channing.co.uk
Spotlight on Sport
Cricket Week
Last week, the girls enjoyed all things cricket as we celebrated
Cricket Week. The week was jam-packed full of games and
competitions. One session was led by Johan de Silva and 3
coaches from Highgate Cricket Club and the other was by our
cricket crazy PE teachers (they don’t like cricket, they love it!).
Each year group competed in a House Competition; the results
are in:
● 1st Place - Spears
● 2nd Place - Waterlow

● 3rd Place - Goodwin & Sharpe
Continuing the cricket theme, congratulations to the Year 5 and 6 girls who took a trip to Belmont School to
play in our first cricket match since the pandemic. It was the first time many of the girls experienced playing
cricket on a grass wicket. We are very proud of the huge improvements and knowledge they showed
throughout the game!
If your daughter has shown a particular interest in cricket over recent weeks, please do not hesitate to
contact the PE department at jspe@channing.co.uk and we will pass on the details for Highgate Cricket Club.
Channing Association News
Summer Carnival - tickets now on sale
The CA would love to welcome Channing girls, siblings, parents and
extended family members for an afternoon of fun at the Summer
Carnival on Sunday 12 June - book your tickets now at:
bit.ly/CAsummercarnival2022. They thank you for early bookings to help them with
planning. The booking deadline is Monday 6 June.
Raffle Prize Donations
Thank you for the raffle prize donations so far. If anyone else has a product, or a
service they would be willing to donate for the raffle, please contact your Class Reps
by Wednesday 18 May.
Girls Enjoying Success
Matilda Sharpe: ‘Never forget, life expects much of you and me’.
● Well done to Lily G (1P) who was in a ballet show who performed on stage at the Arts
Depot in four shows performing both ballet and tap.
● Well done to Eva L (3C) who passed her ABRSM 1st Grade piano exam with a Merit.
● Well done to Leah d T-L (6W) whose netball team won Bronze in the England Under-11
East Regionals. This next month she will be heading to the National finals! Good luck, Leah!
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
● Lily G (RM) for writing a really informative poster about the Big Bad Wolf.
● Iris W (RS) for being thoughtful and kind.
● Georgia S (RS) for showing great enthusiasm in Forest School while caring for nature
and everyone around her.
● Sarah C (RS) for getting ready for Forest School in an impeccable manner.
● Sarah C (RS) for practising and helping others to practise the Red Words while
waiting for her club.
● Amelia S (1A) for fantastic work in Science! You paid attention, focused and finished
the work!
● Lorna L (1P) for fantastic work in Maths writing word problems using multiplication, and for working
really hard in all your lessons to be more independent.
● Tabitha R (1P) for writing a great story independently with a clear beginning, middle and end.You used
some lovely adjectives and vocabulary, and showed great resilience and determination.
● Clio R (2E) for designing and constructing a wonderful model vehicle.
● Safira K (2E) for designing and constructing a wonderful model vehicle.
● Parker G (2E) for designing and constructing a wonderful model vehicle.
● Hannah G (2M) for persevering with her reading.
● Sophie PI (2M) for her confident fraction work.
● Nina G (2M) for her confident fraction work.
● Lola P (2M) for designing and constructing a wonderful model vehicle.
● Liana L (3C) for showing an impressive knowledge of European capital cities.
● Matilda B (3C) for an outstanding effort with her RE homework.
● Agatha R (3F) for running the Westminster mile in 8.48 minutes!
● Aliana D (3F) for constructing a practical demonstration to show that light travels in straight lines.

Shriya S (3F) for constructing a practical demonstration to show that light travels in straight lines.
Ruby R (3F) for constructing a practical demonstration to show that light travels in straight lines.
Gali J (3F) for introducing us to the World of Gali through her special book.
Iris B (3F) for creating a really thoughtful book about the people that are important to her.
Ella G (3F) for creating a beautiful book all about her lovely life.
Ella S (3F) for working really hard to present her handwriting neatly.
Esme E (4N) for her outstanding portrayal of Sir Walter Raleigh in Drama.
Charlotte C (4N) for a fabulous diary entry.
Danielle L (4N) for fantastic work estimating and rounding decimals.
Noor A (4N) for showing bravery on board the Golden Hinde.
Georgia C (4N) for showing bravery on board the Golden Hinde.
Thalia R (4R) for doing outdoor sea climbing over the Easter break.
Silvia OM (5M) for writing a fantastic character description.
Thomasina R (5S) for running the Westminster mile in 8.48 minutes!
Amandine C-Y (5S) for completing the ‘Schools Walk the Wight’ a four mile charity walk on the Isle
of Wight.
● Olivia N (6E) for always being kind, helpful, reliable and helping the office staff. Thank you Olivia!
● Leah d-T-L (6W) for continuing to play well in netball and coming 3rd in the ENG tournament and
scoring 63 goals for her team.
● Emma L (6W) for being an outstanding P4C discussion facilitator.
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With warm wishes
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School
DATES
May
Mon - Fri

16 - 27

Reception Food Bank Donations

Monday

16

Wed - Fri

18 - 20

Wednesday

18

Nick Carter Assembly 8.30am-9.00am, Fairseat Hall
Y3 Christianity talk with Rev Kunle from St Michael’s 11.00am-11.30am

Friday

20

Y4 Buddhist Chaplain workshop

Monday

23

Reception Year Group Assembly (Pupils only) 8.30am - 9am
Y3F Saxon/Viking Day
Y6 Cricket v Devonshire House @ Highgate CC 3:30pm - 5pm

Tuesday

24

Y3C Saxon/Viking Day

Wednesday

25

Reception Year Group Assembly (Parents only) 8.30am - 9am

Thursday

26

Open Morning: 8.30am -10.30am

Friday

27

NON-UNIFORM DAY: Disco/party clothes & ‘dancing’ shoes
Disco for the Ukraine 1:30 -3.20pm

Mon - Fri

30 - 3

Y6 Residential Trip talk to parents 9.30am - 10am, Fairseat Hall
Y4/5 Cricket v Devonshire House @ Highgate CC 3:30pm - 5pm
Y5 Residential Trip to PGL Liddington

Half-term

