Dear Parents
One of the many things I love about my job is watching the girls grow both in height and confidence as they
embark on their Channing experience. I fondly remember the current Reception girls at their 4+ assessments or
‘playdates’ as we like to call them a year and a half ago. Some of them were full of energy and wanted to play
immediately, whilst others took a little time to settle and get to know the staff before they joined in with the
activities. They all; however, left the ‘playdate’ with a big smile on their face and some, in fact, didn’t want to
leave.
Now nearing the end of the girls’ year in Reception, it is amazing to see how much they have developed and
flourished. The safe and supportive environment we have created has certainly allowed them all to feel secure
and comfortable to be themselves. This morning, I couldn’t have been more proud of them as I watched them in
their first ever assembly. They took us on an engaging journey through the world of traditional fairy tales. The
girls spoke confidently as they retold some humorous muddled up stories, before sharing the correct versions in
the most animated way. They also sang several songs wonderfully with hand actions and even did some role-play.
If they can do that in Reception, I look forward to seeing what they can do when they are in Year 6!

Staff News
Today we welcomed back Miss Sarkar, Teaching Assistant, who has returned after her maternity leave. She will
be working across the year groups to support the teachers with the girls’ learning needs.
Mental Health & Wellbeing
It is paramount that we work together to support the girls especially when they are experiencing challenges
that may be affecting their mental health and wellbeing. Login to Firefly (using your daughter’s login details) to
find the selection of books and resources compiled by our School Counsellor, Miss Miller:
Pupil Mental Health & Wellbeing Resources
Charity News
This Friday is a non-uniform, Charity Day and we will also be hosting a disco to raise money
for the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal . The girls can dress up in their funkiest party clothes;
however, please ensure that your daughter wears suitable footwear for the school day. Pupils
will be on the main and side gates on Friday morning taking donations for the non-uniform
day and the disco. There will also be a donation bucket in the Reception area for those
attending morning clubs or Early Birds.

If your daughter would like to make a song request with DJ Bolton, which is guaranteed to be played during the
disco, please bring a suggested donation of £1. Miss Bolton and/or Miss Wright will be in the courtyard entrance
daily from 8am (until Thursday 26 May) to take song requests and donations.
During the disco, there will be the chance for girls to enter our exclusive VIP Karaoke Area for an allocated
amount of time. To be in with a chance, raffle tickets can be purchased via Miss Bolton and/or Miss Wright
in the courtyard entrance daily from 8am (until Thursday 26 May). Raffle tickets will be on sale for £1 each.
Party treats will also be available to purchase on Friday afternoon at a cost of 50p. If your daughter would like to
buy a small savoury or sweet snack, she will need to bring her money to the disco (small change is welcome).
Behind the Scenes:Y6 Performance, ‘Matilda’
Due to changes to the public examination timetable, and the exams taking place at the Senior School
over the next few months, it has been necessary to alter the dates of the Year 6 production. Thank you
for your understanding. The new dates are as follows:
● Wednesday 29 June: 7pm Performance
● Thursday 30 June: 7pm Performance
Please secure these dates in your diaries; the link to order tickets will be shared after the holidays.
Additionally, to support the Y6 girls, a whole day rehearsal, 11.30am - 6pm on Thursday 23 June, has been
arranged to take place in Arundel Centre at the Senior School. Collection will be from the gates nearest to
the A/C at 6pm. All pupils will be provided with school snacks before this after-school rehearsal; please email
Miss Conway directly should your daughter be unable to attend this after school rehearsal. Miss Conway will
share more details about necessary costume items after the holidays.
Y5 PGL Residential
Last week, our House mascots accompanied the Year 5 pupils as they travelled to PGL
Liddington in Wiltshire to participate in a range of physical challenges, including: climbing,
abseiling, canoeing and the vertical challenge as well as some exciting team
challenges. The girls relished their time away and returned, sharing stories of
perseverance and resilience. Click on this link to see photos and daily blogs
from the residential trip on Firefly. Please log in using your daughter’s login
details.
Y2 Trip to the Roald Dahl Museum: Wednesday 15 June
Year 2 will be travelling by coach to the Roald Dahl Museum and the village, Great Missenden
where Roald Dahl spent his years. They will have the opportunity to explore the gallery, in
groups and take a guided walk to where he is buried. Please complete the electronic form
(deadline of 25 May) by clicking on the link to either request a packed lunch for your daughter
or let us know she will be bringing one from home and/or to express your interest in
supporting as a group leader on the day: https://forms.gle/y5ePJFYU3y63SaUXA
Founders’ Day: Early Finish in Preparation on Friday 1 July & Plans for Saturday 2 July
Founders’ Day on Saturday 2 July will mark the 137th anniversary of the founding of the school and we are
looking forward to welcoming you all. Please note that all pupils (wearing their school uniform) are expected
to attend Founders’ Day. All girls and families in the Junior School are invited to come into school, via the main
gates, anytime between 9am and 11am (this allows for a natural staggered entry). Further details will follow.
As the girls are coming in on Saturday, there will be an early finish in preparation on Friday 1 July. The collection
times are:
● 11.45am: Reception (main gate)
● 11.55am:Y1 (side gate)
● 11.55am:Y2 (main gate)
● 12.05pm:Y3 (side gate)
● 12.05pm:Y4 (main gate)
● 12.15pm:Y5 (side gate)

● 12.15pm:Y6 (main gate)
Monday 4 July is a holiday in lieu of attendance on the Saturday; the Channing Association plan a trip to
Chessington theme park. We return to school on Tuesday 5 July for the last four days of term.
Birds & Owls
Please find below separate sign up forms for Early Birds, Mini Owls and Late Owls.You must
sign up in advance for the entire half term. If you are unable to collect your daughter on
time, you must let us know in advance and we will register her for Mini/Late Owls.
Please note that we will be calling parents, who have not signed their daughter up to Owls, to
confirm their attendance at the following times:
● EY/KS1: 3.30pm (3.20pm on a Friday)
● KS2: 3.50pm (3.30pm on a Friday)
● Clubs: anytime a girl arrives at Late Owls after their club and they are not signed up
Early Birds (Before School): Early Birds
The girls can be dropped off at the Office door between 7.30am and 7.55am. They will then make their way
down to Fairseat Hall; staff will be available to help the younger girls. They will be given a healthy breakfast and
there are a choice of activities. The girls will stay until their class entry time. There is no charge for this. Breakfast
will be available until 7.50am.
Mini Owls (After School): Mini Owls
This runs from 3.05pm-3.50pm (3.30pm on Fridays). The girls will be taken by their Form Teacher after their pick
up time. Parents will only be able to collect their daughters from Mini Owls at 3.50pm (3.30pm on a Friday) at
the main gate, unless they are attending Late Owls. There is no charge for this.
Late Owls (After School): Late Owls
This runs from 3.50pm - 5.50pm (4.50pm on Fridays). There will be a range of activities for the girls and they will
be offered a snack as well as soup or a sandwich. You will need to collect your daughter from Fairseat Hall.
Normal charges apply.
Nick Carter: Explorer & Adventurer
On Wednesday, we all enjoyed listening to Nick Carter who shared his story from working in a job he disliked to
travelling the world, having amazing adventures. Some of which included climbing Mount Everest and living with
remote tribes in Asia. Nick used his experiences to tell us how to take more courageous decisions in life; and
how kindness, bravery and resilience can be used to make every day more meaningful.
Nick has just published his first children’s book that tells the stories behind his biggest adventures to date the Amazon, exploring the deepest cave - and explains how to develop important adventure values
yourself. The book also nudges children to go out and experience these values through age-appropriate
missions. If you would like to order a signed copy of this book, please complete this Google Form by Friday 27
May; the cost will be £10 per book.
Additionally, Nick has decided to gather
together some of his most inspirational
adventurer friends and organise a weekend
of values-based activities near London, to
teach practical kindness, bravery and
resilience first-hand. For more information,
please see the posters.

Music Matters

Individual Music Tuition Programme:Taster Sessions
During the week beginning Monday 6 June, girls who will be in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 in September,

who do not currently learn an instrument in school, will have the opportunity to try out one
of the many instruments we offer for individual lessons. In order for you and your daughter to
better understand which instrument(s) she might like to try, our teachers have created video
demonstrations about playing and learning certain instruments. Please click on this link.
Timings for each instrument are given in the Vimeo link. Where possible, these taster sessions will take place
in your daughter’s curriculum music time.
After these introductory sessions and having watched the video demonstrations from our Visiting Music
Teachers, you are welcome to ‘sign up’ your daughter to the instrument of their choice.
● If you would like your daughter to commence instrumental lesson(s) in September, please click on the link
below and complete the Google Form by Thursday 6 June. Please note we may be unable to process any
application after this date, which may result in a delay in starting lessons.
● If you experience any difficulty with the link, please copy and paste it into your browser.
● Request for Individual Music Tuition Google Form: Junior School Individual Music Lessons
● This will not commit you to a term’s lessons but to two taster lessons at the start of the Autumn Term,
after which you must notify us at juniormusic@channing.co.uk if you do not wish to proceed with lessons.
For parents/pupils who are interested in two instruments:
● You have the opportunity of trying both instruments, for two lessons each, at the start of the Autumn
Term. After this time, you must notify us at juniormusic@channing.co.uk which instrument, if any, your
daughter wishes to proceed with.
For both options:
● Each lesson will be charged at £35 each.
● If you know at the outset that your daughter wishes to begin a particular instrument, further details,
including a welcome letter from her teacher, will be sent prior to lessons beginning. Please indicate this in
the Comments section of the Google Form.
● If a third lesson, on either instrument, is taken, you are then committed and a term’s notice in writing is
required as normal.
● Individual music lesson fees from September 2022 are £350 per term.
If you have any further questions left unanswered please email me at juniormusic@channing.co.uk
Spotlight on Sport
Sports Day Practice
Sports Day will be held on Friday 24 June at Stanhope Road. The PE Team is busy planning the logistics of the
day; in the meantime, the girls are getting in some event practice…
Skill Transfer
During their PE lessons, KS2 girls have been exploring the concept of skill transfer. They have been
experimenting with taking skills from one sport and applying them in another. They have played some
interesting games of catch tennis and netball cricket. This week,Year 3 are excited to try some pop lacrosse
rounders!
Orienteering: Have a Go Session
On Tuesday 7 June, The London Orienteering Klubb are hosting a race in
Waterlow Park from 6.00pm - 8.30pm. They have very kindly offered to lay
out a smaller ‘yellow course’ specifically for Channing Pupils to go along and
have a go at orienteering. This will take place on Tuesday 7 June from 4.00 5.00pm. Registration is at the Brendan the Navigator Pub on Highgate Hill from 4pm. As it is after school,
parents are expected to support their daughters around the course. Staff may attend; however, they will not
be supervising the girls. To register for a place in the race, please fill out this google form by Thursday 26 May.

There is a £3 entry fee to be paid on the day. All participants will receive a certificate on completing the
course and will earn House Points for their teams. Parents are invited to participate in the Main Event from
6.00pm. If you have any questions please contact the PE Team: jspe@channing.co.uk.
Top of the Rocks:Times Tables Challenge
Next week, do encourage your daughter to have a go at the Half Term Heroes
Competition; it’s a times tables challenge. They will find out more from their Form
Teacher.
Channing Association News
SUMMER CARNIVAL
Tickets on sale now - book your place at: bit.ly/CAsummercarnival2022 All
payments via Class Reps.
Tombola Donations
The CA would be grateful for all donations of small items (good quality) to be used as Tombola or games prizes.
Please bring donations to school at any time between now and the morning of Friday 10 June, and leave in the
large box in the reception area The items could include: board games and jigsaws (with all pieces), toys or
stationery.
Carnival Raffle
There are some fantastic prizes in this year’s raffle. The proceeds will be split between girls' CA activities and
Noah's Ark Children's Hospice in North London - a charity chosen by the girls in the School Council from the
suggestions received in the recent CA parent survey. The raffle tickets and details on how to buy them will be
coming home in girls’ bags this week.You can enter the raffle until the morning of Friday 10 June.
Great Exhibition Road Festival - for all ages
Registration is now open for the Great Exhibition Road Festival - a celebration of science and the arts! Join the
crowd in South Kensington on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 June 2022, as trailblazing ideas in science and the arts
are celebrated with a free weekend of events for all ages. Explore some of the events coming this summer on the
Great Exhibition Road Festival website.You can also find out which events and activities you'll need free tickets
for in advance. Register now to get updates on tickets for popular talks, workshops and tours.
Morning Drop Off and Collection
Unfortunately, we have had a number of complaints from parents and local residents about
illegal parking around the school. Please can I continue to ask for your cooperation and
support in this matter both for the safety of the pupils at the school and for all road users. In
particular, please refrain from double parking on Highgate Hill, on the zig zags by the pedestrian
crossing or across our neighbours’ drives.
Chatting with Channing: Exploring the LAMDA syllabus
In this episode, they talk to Ms Penglase who teaches the London Academy of Music and
Dramatic Art (LAMDA) syllabus at the Senior School. She talks about the summer exams
and how students benefit from working towards them. They also catch up with some
students to find out what’s great about studying Drama and as a real treat, they hear some
extracts from the students’ exam pieces. Listen on: Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Google
Podcasts.
Girls Enjoying Success
Matilda Sharpe: ‘Never forget, life expects much of you and me’.
● Well done to Jessica P (1P) who took her ballet exam with the Royal
Academy of Dance.
● Well done to Emilia B (2E) who performed in a show called Movie
Musicals at Arts Depot together with her ballet school.

● Well done to Saisha D (5M) who achieved a Distinction in her LAMDA exam.
Girls Enjoying Success Awards
● Omena I (1P) for showing excellent behaviour and always trying your hardest in all
your learning.You show excellent resilience and determination to produce your best
work at all times, always with a huge smile upon your face! Well done Omena! Keep it up!
● Ottilie B (2E) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Elise F (2E) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Vie C (2E) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Talia B (2E) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Clementine R (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Naomi D (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Maria K (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Hannah A (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Sophie PI (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Eloise S (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Evelina C-D (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Sofia M (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Ottoline H (2M) for a creative and interesting photoshopped image.
● Lexie C (3C) for participating in all lessons and giving fantastic explanations.
● Jaya T (3C) for making excellent observations about Anglo-Saxon artefacts.
● Suhanna M (3C) for being exceptionally brave when tree climbing.
● Ellie M (3C) for challenging herself to reach the higher tree and swinging down using the rope for the first
time.
● Sarah S (3C) for challenging herself to reach the higher tree and swinging down using the rope for the
first time.
● Eva L (3C) for an outstanding effort with her maths extensions.
● Daniella G (3F) for structuring her method really clearly in Science.
● Yana C (3F) for producing a beautiful rainbow and explaining how rainbows are created.
● Anabelle D (4R) for having the highest score (215 keep ups) in the Tennis Challenge.
● Elene K (6E) for an excellent descriptive paragraph in the style of the class reader.
● Tamara P (6E) for an excellent descriptive paragraph in the style of the class reader.
● Alisa M (6E) for an excellent descriptive paragraph in the style of the class reader.
● Charlotte H (6E) for an excellent descriptive paragraph in the style of the class reader.
● Saoirse F (6E) for a well designed and thought out human in 10,000 years time.
● Imogen K (6E) for a well designed and thought out human in 10,000 years time.
● Estelle Z (6W) for a well designed and thought out human in 10,000 years time.
● Flora N (6W) for choosing a brilliant name, ‘Athena’ for the beautifully carved owl in the playground.
With warm regards for the week ahead and happy half term
Miss Dina Hamalis
Head of Junior School

DATES
May
Mon - Fri

23 - 27

Monday

23

RECEPTION FOOD BANK DONATIONS
Reception Year Group Assembly (Pupils only) 8.30am - 9am
Y3F Saxon/Viking Day
Y6 Cricket v Devonshire House @ Highgate Cricket Club 3:30pm - 5pm

Tuesday

24

Y3C Saxon/Viking Day

Wednesday

25

Reception Year Group Assembly (Parents only) 8.30am - 9am

Thursday

26

Open Morning: 8.30am -10.30am

Friday

27

Queen’s Jubilee Breaktime Celebration
NON-UNIFORM DAY: Disco/party clothes
Disco for Ukraine 1:30 -3.00pm

Mon - Fri

30 - 3

Half-term
June

Mon - Fri

6 - 17

Y5 FOOD BANK DONATIONS

Mon - Fri

6 - 10

Y6 RESIDENTIAL TRIP: ISLE OF WIGHT
Music Taster Sessions for Individual Music Tuition (all week)

Tuesday

7

Y1 String Group Assembly:Y1 girls & parents & Y2 String group players invited
Orienteering- Have a Go Session: 4.00 - 5.00pm Registration: Brendan the
Navigator Pub on Highgate Hill from 4pm

Friday

10

NSPCC ‘The Big Breaktime’

Sunday

12

CA Summer Fair 12pm - 4pm, Stanhope Road

Tuesday

14

New Families’ Morning/Moving Up Day (am)

Wednesday

15

Y3 Camping at Channing overnight stay Pupil & Parent talk, Fairseat Hall
8.30am - 9am
Y2 Roald Dahl Museum trip (8.45am - 3.10pm)

Thursday

16

KS2 Music Assembly (Performers’ parents & KS2 children) 8.30am - 9.00am
Individual Music Tuition deadline for September

Mon - Fri

20 - 1

Monday

20

Assembly:Y4 Year Group Assembly 8.30am (Pupils only)

Tuesday

21

Y2 String Group Assembly:Y2 girls & parents & Y1 String group players invited
1A Trip to Kentish Town Farm (9.00am-2.30pm) TBC

Wednesday

22

Assembly:Y4 Year Group Assembly 8.30am (Parents only)
Final Watersports Y6

Thursday

23

London Air Ambulance Assembly 8.30am-9.00am
1P Trip to Kentish Town Farm (9.00am-2.30pm) TBC
Y5 Final Watersports
Y6 Production Rehearsal - collection from Arundel Centre at 6pm

Friday

24

Sports Day
Y6 Leavers’ Party: Hendon Golf Club (info tbc)

Mon - Fri

27 - 1

Monday

27

Y4 FOOD BANK DONATIONS

LAST WEEK OF CLUBS
Y6 Production Rehearsal (am)
Y6:Y7 transition at Senior School (pm)

Tuesday

28

Open Morning: 8.30am -10.30am
Y6 Production Rehearsal (am)

Wednesday

29

Y6 Production Rehearsal (am)
Y6 production, Arundel Centre 7pm

Thursday

30

Y3 overnight stay: Camping at Channing
Y6 production, Arundel Centre 7pm
July

Friday

1

Early finish in preparation for Founders’ Day
● 11.45am: Reception (main gate)
● 11.55am:Y1 (side gate)
● 11.55am:Y2 (main gate)
● 12.05pm:Y3 (side gate)
● 12.05pm:Y4 (main gate)
● 12.15pm:Y5 (side gate)
● 12.15pm:Y6 (main gate)

Saturday

2

Founders’ Day (9.00am-11.00am) all girls (wearing uniform) to attend with their
families

Monday

4

FOUNDERS’ DAY HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED
CA trip to Chessington

Tuesday

5

Y6 pupils & parents Leavers’ Tea and Match, MUGA/school grounds
1.30pm-3.30pm

Thursday

7

Y6 Leavers’ Tea Party with Miss Hamalis 1.30pm - 3.20pm

Friday

8

Y6 Leavers’ Assembly (8.30am) (Pupils only)
END OF TERM/YEAR
● 11.45am: Reception (main gate)
● 11.55am:Y1 (side gate)
● 11.55am:Y2 (main gate)
● 12.05pm:Y3 (side gate)
● 12.05pm:Y4 (main gate)
● 12.15pm:Y5 (side gate)
● 12.15pm:Y6 (main gate)

