6 May 2022
Dear Parents,
It can be very easy in schools to get bogged down in the minutiae of daily life: unfortunately my
days are not all spent doing strategic big thinking about the future of the school! As a result I
sometimes worry whether students, staff and parents understand our ethos, are aware of our
vision for the school, and really know what Channing is for. And then we get weeks like this
where it becomes abundantly clear that all of us have a full grasp of our vision and purpose as a
school, and it is truly joyful to behold.
Yesterday saw our first Open Event of the new admissions cycle, with families whose daughters
are now in Year 5 and looking at the school for entry in September 2023. I enjoy talking to
prospective parents so much precisely because it is my opportunity to explain what Channing is
all about, but far more exciting was listening to the speeches made by one of our new Head
Girls, Maya, and by two Year 7 pupils, Aria and Susie. Hearing their view of what school means
to them was very moving, including the brilliant insight that “it is the teachers’ actual job to
support you” - as you can imagine, I was delighted to hear it! What I found interesting was that
their understanding of the school as kind, 10% braver and inclusive all came through very
strongly - and no, we didn’t write the speeches for them. Unbidden, they described a warmth
and emphasis on community which heartened me immensely.
Maya followed up her speech yesterday by leading this morning’s assembly alongside Sienna.
Together they introduced themselves to the school community and announced their plans for
the year. They have chosen four pillars for their year in office: promoting diversity, equality and
inclusion, continuing the conversation about mental health started by Anna and Alia,
encouraging fearlessness and, finally, rebuilding the inter-year contact which makes the Channing
community so strong. They might as well have been looking at my School Development Plan,
they were so completely in tune with our priorities - it was quite uncanny!
And, of course, the big event of the week was our Year 13 Leavers’ Assembly which took place
yesterday. As I said to the gathered school, when William Ellery Channing wrote the line “Each
of us is meant to have a character all our own, to be what no other can exactly be, and do what
no other can exactly do”, he can hardly have imagined what part of his legacy would be - that a
school of 1,000 girls on a hill in North London would endeavour to live his Unitarian ideals of
inclusivity, open-mindedness and kindness. To my mind, that is our students’ most important
achievement by the time they have left: to have become the character that they are meant to
be, something unique and entirely their own. Our leaving Year 13s have all, in their own ways,
used the opportunities afforded to them by life at Channing to discover their interests, talents
and personality. In my view that is exactly what school is for and I know that their

achievements have inspired the year groups of girls coming up behind them to do exactly the
same.
Last year at the Year 13 Leavers’ assembly I used the quotation, ‘Of those to whom much is
given, much is required’. It’s a verse from the Bible and I used it in the context of the speech
from which it came in 1961, part of which I shared again this year - and indeed, I’ll be repeating
it at every Year 13 Leavers’ Assembly because I find it so apposite to the occasion. This was
President-Elect John F Kennedy speaking at the State House in Boston just two weeks before
his inauguration:
“For of those to whom much is given, much is required. And when at some future date the high
court of history sits in judgement on each one of us, recording whether in our brief span of
service we fulfilled our responsibilities to the state, our success or failure, in whatever office we
may hold, will be measured by the answers to four questions:

First, were we truly people of courage, with the courage to stand up to one's enemies and the
courage to stand up, when necessary, to one's associates; the courage to resist public pressure,
as well as private greed?
Secondly, were we truly people of judgement, with perceptive judgement of the future as well as
the past, of our own mistakes as well as the mistakes of others; with enough wisdom to know
that we did not know, and enough candour to admit it?
Third, were we truly people of integrity, people who never ran out on either the principles in
which they believed or the people who believed in them, people who believed in us; people
whom neither financial gain nor political ambition could ever divert from the fulfilment of our
sacred trust?
Finally, were we truly people of dedication, with an honour mortgaged to no single individual or
group, and compromised by no private obligation or aim, but devoted solely to serving the
public good and the national interest?
I think this is a fine set of questions, which sit beautifully alongside the Channing Promise and
William Ellery Channing’s words. As our fabulous Year 13s head into the world we wish for
them a future in which they can demonstrate courage, judgement, integrity and dedication.
They go with our love and best wishes.
A final thought on the purpose of school came to me today. The idea of Channing being a
community which lasts beyond your time here was underscored by the fact that it is Rosie Day
today. We wear home clothes with an item of red in memory of Rosie Peto, who died seven
years ago whilst she was a Year 11 pupil at Channing. Like Alexandra Wylie, another Channing
pupil lost far too soon and commemorated every year, no current students will remember
them, fewer and fewer staff taught them, but they are always part of our community. That
makes me very proud.
This week we are not just saying goodbye to Year 13, however - it is also farewell to Mrs Blake
who has gone on maternity leave from today. Mrs Gilbert, our maternity cover Head of

Geography will join us in September, and until then Ms Newman, Deputy Head (Academic) is
holding the reins. We look forward to news of the safe arrival of baby Blake in due course.
Lastly this week, and with enormous apologies for having missed this off last week’s Word from
the Head, may I wish a belated Eid Mubarak to all our Muslim families. I hope you had a most
joyful celebration!
With best wishes for the weekend,
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead

Science Week
Monday 9 May 2022
08:50 Year 7 Science Trip to London Zoo
12:25 Year 9 - Year 13 Science and Medicine Talk by Rebecca Ellis
18:00 CA Co-ord meeting in the Sixth Form Studio
Tuesday 10 May 2022
08:30 Year 9 German Trip to BFI
15:30 Pygmalion Dress Rehearsal in the AC
Wednesday 11 May 2022
08:50 Year 11 Celebration Event at Stanhope Road
09:40 Year 7 visit to 6W: RE (Sikhism) Workshop
15:45 Tennis - Years 7, 8 , 9 & 10 vs NLCS @ NLCS
16:05 Year 7 Design & Tech Club at St Aloysius College
19:00 Pygmalion Performance
Thursday 12 May 2022
Year 11 on Study Leave
08:30 Year 12 Chemistry and Biology Students - Talk by Professor Birney
09:15 Year 10 Art Trip - Barbican Gallery
12:25 Year 9 - Year 13 Science Week Talk - Dr Marc George
16:05 Partnership - Debating and Philosophy Club
19:00 Pygmalion Performance
Friday 13 May 2022
09:40 Year 7 visit to 6E: RE (Sikhism) Workshop
13:00 Music at Lunchtime, Founders’ Hall
13:30 GCSE & A Level Public Examinations begin
Sunday 15 May 2022
07:15 DofE Bronze Practice Expedition to the Chilterns

Reminders
ABRSM Practical Music Examinations
w/c 20th June - APPLICATIONS CLOSING
We will be holding Practical music examinations
during w/c 20th June 2022 for pupils in both the
Junior and Senior Schools. These examinations are
also open to students who have practical music
tuition outside of school, providing the student's
teacher has stated that they are ready to take an
ABRSM Practical examination this term.
We do need parental consent before we enter
candidates, therefore parents need to scan the QR
code shown and complete the online form. Please
note, completed consent forms must be received by
4pm next Friday 13 May at the latest. Regrettably, we will be unable to process late applications.

Forthcoming Events
PYGMALION: Wednesday 11 May and Thursday 12 May,
7.00pm
The wait is nearly over!
Year 7, 8 and 9 students have been excitedly rehearsing George
Bernard Shaw’s brilliant comedy PYGMALION since January and
we are delighted to announce the tickets are now on sale- just click
on the link here.
Tickets cost £8 for adults and are free for under 18s.
We look forward to seeing you there.

LAMDA Showcase Performances
You are warmly invited to the LAMDA Showcases in the Arundel Centre on Monday 16 and
Wednesday 18 May. Tickets are free but please book your seat in the auditorium.
Performers have an allocated seat for their whole evening.
LAMDA Showcase 2022 Ticket Booking
Over the 2 evenings 68 students will be performing a
cornucopia of characters, both comical and tragic, from
all eras. Their choices of pieces and imaginative
interpretations promise a wonderful evening of live
theatre.
The LAMDA students have an exciting three weeks
ahead: with mock examinations next week; followed by
their Showcase day - where they do a peer performance as well as a public performance - and
their actual examination the following week. Time to enjoy their characters in this culmination
LAMDA Showcase 2022 Running order .pdf
of all their hard work!
Parent Webinar: Emma Gleadhill
Emma Gleadhill’s final parent webinar for this academic year will be on Monday 2 May from 7 8pm. The theme of this webinar is ‘Freedoms, Boundaries and Limit-setting’ in anticipation of
the post-pandemic summertime. It will include:
● Setting the right boundaries – eyes on the prize!
● Setting boundaries in ways that work.
● Safeguarding on the teenage social scene – equipping and empowering them to get it
right.
● Recalibrating freedoms and boundaries collaboratively.
● Learning by experience – staying connected when things go wrong.

The webinar will be recorded. The link to the recording will be in Word From the Head and
available for 30 days after the event. Please click on the link below to register in advance:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0VRbm78pQVS_LsHke07oqg
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
webinar.
Year 13 Leavers’ Ball - Saturday 3 September 2022
Tickets for the Class of 2022 Leavers’ Ball are available at https://bit.ly/Y13Ball2022. All Year
13 parents are very welcome and the deadline for tickets is 20 May 2022 so please sign up
as soon as possible to help us with our planning. Tickets are £60 per person to include:
● Cocktail on arrival
● Beer/wine/soft drinks followed by cash bar
● Food
● Disco
We have secured a great venue, The Refinery at Regent’s Place – just 5 minutes’ walk from
Warren Street Tube station. Please be sure to enter any dietary requirements in the form
accompanying the tickets. We really hope that you can join us. Dress to party!
The Channing Leavers Ball Committee

Girls Enjoying Success
Charity News
Last Friday, we had a special fundraising day for icandance. It also happened to be International
Dance Day. I am delighted to announce that we raised £1483.61. A huge thank you to everyone
for their contribution: to those who baked, sold ice cream and popcorn and danced at the
lunchtime disco. A special thank you to DJ Boardy for his tunes, and to Winnie Dingel and
Maisy Mazer for organising such a successful event. The Founder and CEO of the charity, Juliet
Diener was a guest speaker at our assembly in the morning. She gave a moving account of
some of the members of the icandance community and how important the charity was for
them. Juliet was incredibly impressed with our planned events and the energy and creativity
shown by our students.
Sports News
AP Saints U14 Netball Team, who train at Channing and are coached by a Channing parent, won
the Regional tournament last Sunday. They now go on to represent London and the South East
at Nationals on the weekend of 27 May. The two girls representing Channing in the squad are
Natasha H and Amelia C - congratulations and good luck!
Year 9 & 10 Cricket Vs City Of London School for Girls
The Year 9 & 10 cricket teams played the first fixture of the Summer term this week.

The Year 10s made a steady start and remained focused to win their game by 14 runs. A very
good batting partnership between Tacita T and Eve J helped the team secure a win. The girls
were organised and accurate in the field. Excellent bowling from Saskia R and Maddy H ensured
many wickets were taken.
The Year 9 team made a nervous start however they were organised and focused. An
exceptional performance from Catherine S with both the bat and in the field set the standard
for the match, with Channing eventually winning by over 50 runs.
Young Enterprise News
Our Young Enterprise teams have been extremely busy in the last week, participating in two
competitions. The first, last week, was the Euronext Blue Challenge hosted online, where they
faced stiff competition from the teams from St Paul's Boys School. Our Team Textus wowed
the judges with their recorded slides presentation and won the prize for Best Pitch and are to
be judged against St Paul's team "Nutree" in the deciding interview session on Monday for the
Best Company award.
Yesterday our teams
travelled to St Francis
Xavier Sixth Form College
in Clapham to participate in
the Regional YE Company
Programme final. Both
Team Textus and SCANdle
were awarded a Finalist
Award for competing and
Team Textus won the
Innovation Award for their
product Sustainadoll, a doll
making kit using recycled
T-shirts.
Both teams are now up and running and ready to trade so do watch out for opportunities to
buy their products. SCANdle are selling home-made candles made using recycled jars which
have a QR code to scan taking you to a link to a different influential woman for each fragrance.
The sustainability element has been important to both teams and they look forward to meeting
you at "Fair in the Square'' or at the Junior School Summer Fair, or look out for pre-order
forms coming soon.
Mrs R Williams
Acting Head of Sixth Form & Young Enterprise Link Teacher
Interview with Hella Pick CBE
As part of Jewish Book Week's schools programme, we were delighted to welcome the author
and journalist Hella Pick to talk to us about her memoir, 'Invisible Walls'. Maria and Rosie in

Year 11 interviewed Ms Pick, expertly asking questions about Ms Pick's nearly forty-year career
as foreign correspondent for The Guardian and inviting the audience to ask questions at the
end. We were delighted to be joined by pupils from Parliament Hill School.
Anika in Year 12 was in the audience and has
written about the interview for us here.
‘On 4 May we were incredibly lucky to hear
Kindertransport refugee and accomplished
journalist, Hella Pick, talk about her life and
career. She touched on what it was like to
move from her native Vienna to the United
Kingdom, speaking no English at the time,
and how she had to learn to acclimatise
herself.
She also discussed the numerous events she
had reported on during her career as a
journalist, such as: decolonisation in West Africa, the Civil Rights movement in America, and
the Cold War. It was fascinating to hear about these key historical events from someone who
had witnessed them so closely.
Finally, Ms Pick also spoke about her experiences as a journalist, looking at the sexism she and
many other female reporters had to face and their responses to it as well as reflecting on how
journalism as a craft had changed over the years. It truly was an insightful and interesting talk.
Music News:The Sixth Form Concert
This year's Sixth Form Concert promised to be a particularly special one and it did not
disappoint. The evening started with three of our four A level candidates giving their A level
recitals. Sadly Abi O was unwell and unable to perform on the evening. Yasmin was first with a
sparkling rendition of Mozart's 'Batti batti', followed by a very stylistic performance of Smetana's
'Aus der Heimat ' from Yuki W. Talia N's haunting vocalisation of 'A bit of earth' completed our
A level trio.
Connie P (Bassoon) then performed the slow movement of Poulenc's trio for Oboe, Bassoon
and Piano with Anna W (Oboe) and Grace W (Piano). They displayed great musicality and
control in this neo-romantic movement. Flora F was positively stunning in her performance of
'Slipping through my fingers' singing and playing from the piano. Amelia M's light touch in
Einaudi's 'Golden Butterflies' captured the mood of this minimalist piano piece. Hattie S and
Grace A were fabulous and kept straight faces as they gave an excellent rendition of 'Man or
Muppet' ably accompanied on the piano by Connie P!
We came back down to earth, or the ballet, with Molly B, Maddy H, Molly M, and Hana S-F's
excellent flute ensemble playing two movements by Tchaikovsky. No concert is complete
without a little Bach and Lilia F ably played the famous Bach Prelude from his unaccompanied

cello suite - very stylish! Charlie W and Stella H then delighted us with the 1st movement of
the Bach Double Violin Concerto, complete with their inverse outfits! We certainly loved Anna
M's 'If I loved you' sung with the maturity and feeling we expect from this seasoned singer. Then
it was the turn of the Saxophone Trio with Charlie W , Alia K and Lisa S playing 'Yesterday'.
Another highlight of the evening was the trio of Hattie S, (Voice and Trumpet), Eliza G (Voice
and Guitar) and Lilia F (Cello) performing the Beatles' Golden Slumbers/Carry that Weight/Hey
Jude medley. This had such poise and beauty; as someone remarked to me, it is easy to forget
what great songwriters Lennon and McCartney were, until you hear a performance like this.
The final act of the evening was a duet by Yasmin B and Talia N singing, most appropriately, 'You
are the music in me', complete with pink recorders!
This year group has given so much to the musical life of Channing, some since starting in the
String Group in Year 1 at Fairseat, but most since they joined in Year 7; we will really miss them
next year! If you were unable to attend the concert, do watch it using this link: VIth Form
Concert.

Classics News
On Wednesday 4 May, the Classics Department were delighted to host an Archaeology
Afternoon at Fairseat. Mrs Elliot and Ms Melvin, along with Ellery graduate Tabitha Winch (Year
8), led this special session for eleven enthusiastic students from Year 5 and Year 6. We started
by teaching pupils about important sites across the world, including Stonehenge,Villa Hadriana
and Machu Picchu, as well as discussing archaeological methods. The students then got a chance
to do their very own excavating, carefully recovering objects hidden in a sandpit which they
then had to identify and date.
Finally, we divided into two teams, Celts versus Romans, examining a variety of different objects
to get a sense of the unique artistic styles and preoccupations of these cultures. All the pupils
were eager to participate and made insightful contributions throughout the session. We hope
we have inspired some budding archaeologists!
Classics Society News
On Thursday, the Classics Society welcomed Katharine Shields from UCL to talk on
‘Deciphering Ancient Writing Systems.’ Katharine discussed different ancient languages, ranging
from Luwian Hieroglyphs and Hittite to Cypriot Syllabic, before explaining how Linear B, the
earliest written form of Greek, was deciphered in the 20th century. Students then had the
opportunity to practise writing cuneiform, a language of the Ancient Near East dating to 3500
BC, using plasticine as their ‘clay’ tablets. It turns out that carving a 3D script from 5000 years
ago is harder than it looks! The A-Level students, however, had great success; perhaps they will
be the ones to decipher Cretan Hieroglyphs. A challenge for after their exams!

T&L News: A Parent’s Guide to Surviving the Exam Season (and how
to support your child)
As we move towards the exam period our weekly look at the most up to date educational
research will focus on the best bets for exam success. This week we lean on Inner Drive who
have identified 7 ways parents can help their children survive the exam season.
1. Have high expectations and provide plenty of support

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Help them work smarter
Cope well with their setbacks
Minimise distractions
Rise and dine
Regular bedtimes and plenty of sleep
Avoid cabin fever

The exam season is stressful. Nothing can guarantee plain sailing, but as a parent focus on the 7
tips and then you can rest safe in the knowledge that you have done everything within your
control. The rest is up to your child.
Here is a useful infographic with a little more detail. Here is a link to the actual article and
research behind the tips

Staying Safe Online
As you are aware, during the last weeks I have sent updates on online safety. I know that it can
be difficult to keep up with some of the rapidly changing environments and ensuring that a
balance is found between allowing children freedom, independence and privacy on the one
hand, whilst on the other making sure that they stay protected from some of the potential risks
online.
A useful tool for parents might be the provider ineque. Ineque have specialised in safeguarding
children in all contexts and in particular focus on keeping parents and educational settings
abreast of the latest developments. Whilst they have various resources on their website which
might be interesting to explore and offer a number of courses for parents and professionals,
they also provide a weekly newsletter which can be accessed here: https://ineqe.com/.

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at the Junior
School. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing
Facebook Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
Channing girls are happy girls which was clearly illustrated during yesterday's Open Morning and
the day that unfolded, as laughter and exultations from the pupils filled the school. It was no
surprise, therefore, to find that they have always been of this nature as displayed in these
photos labelled, 'The Graces', taken in the early 1920s. It's wonderful to know that some
characteristics have not changed - never stop enjoying life, girls!

