10 June 2022
Dear Parents,
Welcome back! It may only have been a week since half term but it has been a busy one - and
my particular congratulations to Years 7, 8 and 9 who have navigated their summer exams
brilliantly and are now back in the swing of lessons. I am sure that for many of them their high
spirits were buoyed by the celebrations over the long weekend marking the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. I will admit that my favourite moment was The Queen and Paddington Bear kicking off
the Platinum Jubilee Concert. However, I must also mention Sasha Finlay (Year 13) who was
representing the young people of Australia in the Jubilee Service in St Paul’s Cathedral on Friday
morning. I found watching her contribution very moving indeed, and I know that it was an
extraordinary experience for her - congratulations and well done, Sasha!
On Monday I used my assembly in the Junior School to talk about the Jubilee - and the History
teacher in me couldn’t help but focus on the remarkable changes which this country has
experienced during the 70 years the Queen has been on the throne. We watched a short film
which highlighted lots of the ways in which our society and economy have changed. The girls
were particularly interested in the idea that children used to leave school at 14 or 15, often for
jobs in heavy industry, and lots of them commented on how quickly technology has evolved.
Society has changed significantly too: the transformed role of girls and women is light years
away from that of the 1950s, while the British population has become increasingly diverse.
However some things remain constant. One of the things I noticed as I dipped in and out of
the TV coverage of various Jubilee events (there was a Test match that needed watching too!)
was that one of the words used most often to describe the Queen was ‘steadfast’, closely
followed by ‘dedicated’ and ‘loyal’. Much was made of the values to which she adheres, and
from which by extension we, her subjects, benefit. That, I think, is the sign of successful
leadership - to be able to both enact, and respond to, change, whilst also ensuring that the
values and ethos of the organisation remain constant.
It’s something we work hard at here at Channing. It’s important for the school that we should
constantly review our provision and seek ways to improve; we also embrace change to ensure
that we’re moving with the times. Our whole school Staff Meeting this week was focused on
changes we’ll be making in September: as always, there will be academic, pastoral and
extracurricular developments. However this week I wanted to talk more about one of the
biggest changes we’ve seen this year at Channing: the development of partnerships with our
local community.
Regular readers of Word from the Head cannot fail to have noticed the amazing work that Ms
Kung has been doing in forging links with Highgate Newtown Community Partners (HNCP)

and, under their auspices, a number of local schools. On the Friday we broke up for half term I
was delighted to join a whole host of esteemed guests and partners to launch the new build of
the HNCP community centre. I had the pleasure of meeting one of the patrons, Sir Keir
Starmer MP, Leader of the Opposition and husband of a Channing Old Girl, and Robert Aitken,
HNCP Chair of Trustees, along with local Councillors, MPs and supporters of the project. As I
said in my speech to everyone there, it was clear that we all shared a common belief, that when
we work together for the good of our community, we are more effective and achieve so much
more than when we act alone.
As you know, the Unitarian values of Channing’s founders of free thinking, acceptance and
inclusivity have remained constant since our foundation in 1885, and it is these which inspire us
to reach beyond the school gates to build a local network of partnerships and create a positive
social and educational impact on the local community and our school. Our growing partnership
with HNCP has developed over time; it started initially with our Sixth Form students chatting
with older guests and providing musical accompaniment at HNCP community lunches. We then
provided Meals on Wheels for the community from our school kitchens during lockdown whilst
our Sixth Formers made educational videos to support Under 5 playgroups.
Most recently, and most excitingly, we have been able to work together with Brookfield Primary
School to deliver a whole range of activities under the banner of ‘Education Plus’. The core aim
of this programme is to provide academic enrichment and cultural capital for young people in
the HNCP catchment area who might not otherwise have access to these things. At the
moment these activities include problem-solving sessions organised and taught by our Year 12
students for Year 5 and 6 Brookfield pupils; a Science Club bringing enrichment to pupils in the
labs at Channing; we have joint debating and philosophy clubs, and there is so much more in the
pipeline.
As part of this Education Plus partnership, last July we ran a Summer Camp to provide pupils in
the area with an opportunity to attend a week in school which was both educational and fun.
Plans are already underway for this Summer and there will be free places available for 45 pupils
from a number of local primary schools in the HNCP catchment area. Through this we are
investing in their future, just as we invest in the future of Channing students. We see first hand
the difference our partnership makes not only to the children in our neighbourhood who could
not otherwise access these opportunities, but also to our students who have had the
opportunity to support others in the community.
The skills, experience and sense of belonging gained through community service are often the
most valuable, rewarding and satisfying part of the week for our students and excellent
preparation for the future. Here’s one of our students talking about the value of the
partnership to them: “I really love seeing the children from Brookfield primary school. They
always have so much energy and watching their interest in science grow each week has been a
pleasure. I have learned so much from this volunteering position and am so grateful that I have
had this experience.”
This weekend you’ll be able to visit our joint stall with HNCP at the Highgate Fair in the
Square. We’ll be available from 12:30-5:30pm to answer any questions you may have about our
growing local partnerships in general and the new HNCP community centre in particular.

Please come along, we’d love to see you. You can also find out more about this on the
Community and Partnerships section of our website. And if you’d like to support the HNCP
build you can do so here.

With just two weeks to go until the big day, here’s my latest dance update. I was excited to
announce our celebrity judges in the week before half term - I had been keeping those under
my hat for weeks which was very difficult! If they were not enough to tempt you to buy tickets
for the event, this week I’m able to share our new promotional film which gives you a
behind-the-scenes look at our rehearsals. I discovered yesterday that Mark and I are slated to
open the show, which is utterly terrifying, although I can’t help but feel it will be good to get it
out of the way (and hopefully all memory of our performance will be wiped out by the others
that come afterwards!). If you’d like to come and see what we’ve been up to, you can buy your
ticket here.
Finally this week, let me wish Chag Sameach to our Jewish families who have been celebrating
Shavuot this week.
And to all of you, my warmest wishes for the weekend.
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead
Monday 13 June 2022
08:45 Year 12 Geography Trip
16:00 Cricket U12AB v SHHS @SHHS Tennis U14, U15 vs SHHS @SHHS
16:30 Baroness Parminter Careers Talk in Founders’ Hall
16:30 Year 10 Drama Tech
Tuesday 14 June 2022
Year 10 Classics Trip to the London Mithraeum
18:30 Year 10 Drama Performance
Wednesday 15 June 2022
Year 8 Teen Tech Trip (Part 2 of Challenge) at Roehampton University
08:05 Year 9 Volunteers - Reading at St Joseph's
10:00 Chemistry Schools' Analyst Competition
13:00 Senior School Sports Day
15:30 Year 7 Latin Club (BH2) with St Aloysius & Parliament Hill
16:05 Year 7 Design & Tech Club at St Aloysius College
Thursday 16 June 2022
Year 12 Biology Epping Forest Field studies centre
13:40 SS Final rehearsal for Summer Concert at St Joseph's
19:30 Senior School Summer Concert at St Joseph's
Friday 17 June 2022
12:45 Year 7 Debating Club for Channing & St Aloysius students (BH1)

Forthcoming Events
Summer Concert:Thursday 16 June 2022, 7.30pm at St Joseph’s Church
You are warmly invited to the Summer Concert, which will be held in the splendid setting of St
Joseph’s Church on Thursday 16 June at 7.30pm. The programme will be given by musicians
from Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12. The concert is framed by The Concert Orchestra and the
Symphony Orchestra, with the latter performing a Burt Bacharach Medley and Walton’s ‘Crown
Imperial’ and the former performing many of Epic’s ‘Epic Gaming Themes’. You will be
enthralled by the vocal and instrumental music in between our two main orchestras with choral
contributions from Conabor Choir, Chamber Choir, Brunner Show Choir, and Cantemus
Chorus. Instrumental delights will be provided by both Senior Strings and Cremona Strings.
There is a final full rehearsal for ALL performers on the afternoon of the concert with most
performers rehearsing during school time, but Symphony Orchestra will be required until
4.40pm. It is vital that all students attend this rehearsal.
Tickets are priced at £8 for adults (children under the age of 18 are FREE) and are available now
by clicking on the link below (or pasting the link into your browser): Summer Concert - Tickets .

Secondhand Uniform Sale
The Channing Association will be running a Secondhand Uniform Sale in the Dining Hall on
Monday 27 June at 3:30-4:30pm. Most items will be priced at £5 and we can now accept card
payments. If you have any uniform which is clean and in good condition that you would like to
donate to the sale, please leave it with Sheila in Reception. We can no longer accept the
old-style pink-trimmed PE Kit.

Notices
Emma Gleadhill Parent Webinar: Freedoms, boundaries and limit-setting in
anticipation of the post-pandemic summertime
For those of you who were unable to attend Emma Gleadhill’s last parent webinar of the year,
please feel free to access the recording using passcode U=5rut2r
LAMDA Showcase 2022
If you were not able to be at the LAMDA performance evenings, which showcased so much
Channing dramatic talent, or would like to rewatch the delightfully comic and poignantly tragic
scenes you can view them here.
https://sites.google.com/channing.co.uk/channing-drama/2021-2022/lamda-2022

Girls Enjoying Success
Maths News
We are pleased to let you know that the Junior Maths Challenge results are in. Congratulations
to Year 7 & 8 who all took part. Particular congratulations go to the following students who
achieved a Gold Certificate:
Year 7: Serrana B (Best in Year)*, Elfie W & Isobel B-I.
Year 8: Cristina C (Best in School)*, Daisy A*, Amber J*, Anna R-B*,Yuato W, Rachel C, Kiki T
& Daisy L.
*These 5 scored over 92 and have been invited to sit the Junior Kangaroo paper on 14 June.
Science News
Science Club
In Science Club this week, students in Years 7 and 8 completed a range of physics activities. We
looked at Bernoulli balls “levitating” in an airstream; Leila L and Siana C did a great job making
their balls levitate, as you can see in the photographs. We also investigated how you can make
balls bounce higher (try dropping a tennis ball and a football separately, and then drop them
together with the tennis ball on top of a football - it’s pretty impressive!). Finally, have you ever
wondered why you can’t break an egg by squeezing it? Go on - try it!

Step into the NHS competition
We would like to congratulate Charlotte W and Lily B in Year 8 whose entries to the Step into the
NHS competition were shortlisted in the top ten entries in London and will be awarded highly
commended certificates. They will be sent personalised certificates shortly alongside a thank you
certificate for the school; well done Charlotte and Lily!
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge
The C3L6 (or Cambridge Chemistry Challenge) will take place after school on Wednesday 22 June
from 4:00 - 5:30pm. This competition aims to stretch and challenge students interested in chemistry,
and provides an excellent experience for anyone considering taking their studies further. Set by an
experienced team of teachers and university chemists, it is designed to be accessible to Year 12
students but takes them significantly beyond the syllabus and encourages them to think about
science in the way that they would at university. Students studying Chemistry in Year 12 are
encouraged to sign up on the Google Doc.
Students in Years 10 and Year 11 are welcome to take part if they are up for a challenge! Students
who do well in the competition will be sent certificates of achievement, and those who perform
best will win an invitation to a residential camp at the University of Cambridge at the end of August.
Schools Analyst Competition
On Wednesday 15 June, Channing will host one of the heats of the Royal Society of Chemistry
Schools’ Analyst Competition. This competition enables students to demonstrate and expand on
their existing chemistry knowledge, skills and aptitude for analytical science through practical
analytical experiments based on relevant societal or industrial problems. Each competition aims to
provide some tasks which are relatively familiar to the students such as titrations and others which
are likely to be unfamiliar, such as chromatographic separations or atomic and molecular
spectroscopy.
Two teams of Channing students will compete alongside two teams from Parliament Hill School to
tackle a range of practical tasks in our heat. The results are then submitted and the winning team
from the school will receive a certificate to acknowledge their achievement, but the students will

also be competing against teams from across the region. The overall winning team from each region
will receive £50 prize vouchers each with a prize of £500 for the winning school. Good luck to our
teams!
Intermediate Biology Olympiad
This week,Year 12 Biology students were invited to take part in the British Intermediate Biology
Olympiad. The competition is open to students in the first year of post-16 education anywhere in
the world. The competition involves completing a one-hour multiple choice paper online on topics
that are likely to have been covered at GCSE and in their first year of A level. Some additional ideas
are introduced, requiring problem solving and application of core biological principles. Students
enjoyed the challenge of the questions and we look forward to receiving the results later in the
term.
Music at Lunchtime
The weather could not have been better for our special Jubilee edition of Music at Lunchtime
outside, basking in the sunshine whilst everyone ate fish and chips and ice creams! Amelia D-A
was our first performer with an exciting Musette played ably on the cello. Nadia Z then
followed with a lovely rendition of 'Colours of the wind' from Alan MEnken's 'Pocohontas'.
Next up was Becky R-A playing the gorgeous 'Autumn' by Fauré on the double bass with much
subtlety. Ellie W, following her performance of Gretel in the Sound of Music, was promoted to
Maria for her singing of 'The Sound of Music' main theme - beautifully captured!
Nuha I really showed us some virtuosic playing in the exciting 'Prelude' by Finzi on the clarinet
and the recital was rounded off with Kezia C's mesmerising performance of the slow movement
from a Bach sonata on the Soprano Saxophone. We had a wonderfully supportive audience and
it was a real carnival atmosphere. A delightful way to segue into the half term break!
Unfortunately due to a technical hitch we have been unable to get a recording of the recital.

Politics News
Freya in Year 12 writes: 'On Friday 27 May, the Year 12 Politics students took an illuminating
and insightful trip to the Supreme Court, linking to our study of the Supreme Court’s
importance to our political system. We were given a tour of the Supreme Court’s courtrooms,
where our guide explained the day-to-day operations of the Court and the role of the justices
in cases. In the courtroom of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, we heard about an
interesting case from Trinidad and Tobago involving the use of the death penalty, which was
taken to the Court. We were also able to visit the Supreme Court’s exhibition to learn more
about its history.'
Psychology News
This week,Y12 Psychology students had the opportunity to visit the Freud Museum and be
transported back to Freud’s life in Vienna; learning about the context of Freud’s story and the
background of psychoanalysis from an expert speaker. Perhaps most excitingly, they saw Freud’s
famous psychoanalytic couch. The students had the opportunity to ask questions about Freud's
life and found the trip to be a valuable part to further deepen their understanding of the
Psychodynamic Approach, a topic within the A-level specification.

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at the Junior
School. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing
Facebook Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
As the Junior School enjoyed orienteering in Waterlow Park earlier this week we would like to
share this poem, entitled 'A Country Walk', from Channing Verses, a book of pupils’ poems
from 1934-5.

