17 June 2022
Dear Parents,
I hope you won’t begrudge me a short Word from the Head this week. Originally I was not
meant to be in school today and was planning to delegate the writing of Word from the Head to
Mr Meier - not that he knew this until now! However, Monday morning’s phone call means I have
not gone to Sheffield today for this term’s meeting of the Association of School and College
Leaders (ASCL) Council, and instead we have spent the (very warm) week showing off the
school to the team from ISI.
Firstly, please let me share my thanks with all of you who completed the questionnaire which you
were sent on Monday morning. It required a quick turnaround and you are very busy people, so
the fact that so many of you contributed to the picture of Channing through your feedback is
hugely appreciated. However, what's really annoying is that I cannot give you any details about
the outcome of the inspection - because I don’t know what it is yet! Today’s Word from the
Head will be published before I receive the initial verbal feedback on the outcomes of both the
Regulatory Compliance and Educational Quality inspections, so while I can say that the in-school
part of the inspection has gone smoothly, I cannot share any more detailed information with you
until the full report is received. This is likely to take several weeks, which means that we are
likely to be sharing it with you in late summer or early autumn. I look forward to being able to
do so as soon as I am able.
The inspectors picked a great week to visit as there have been some amazing events taking place,
all of which have been ‘the first since 2019’ and therefore all the more enjoyable. Sports Day on
Wednesday afternoon was exactly such an occasion: it’s hard to believe that this was Year 12’s
first Sports Day since Year 9, and the first for anyone in Years 7, 8 and 9. They certainly made
the most of it, with lots of House colours on display and some excellent sporting performances.
It was also lovely to see so many parents in support - thank you for coming along to cheer on
your children and their friends. My thanks to Miss Della-Porta and the PE department, and to
the entire teaching staff, for their hard work on a very hot afternoon!
It was cooler inside St Joseph’s last night for the Summer Concert, and the programme was also
very cool! We were taken on an extraordinary musical journey - from Bach to Burt Bacharach,
via the Beach Boys and the Backstreet Boys, with numbers from the musicals Les Mis and Rent
thrown in for good measure. The joy of the performers was evident throughout, and the
enthusiastic response of the audience could leave them in no doubt of how much we all enjoyed
it too. The a capella numbers from the Chamber Choir were stunning and I am delighted that
those of us attending Founders’ Day will get to hear some of the evening’s repertoire again - we
are in for a treat!

The third treat was the GCSE Art Exhibition, and it was fabulous to see last night’s Private View
so well attended. The work is extraordinary and I am in awe of the creativity and vision of our
Year 11 artists. Congratulations to them, and to Mr Haworth and the Art department, for
completing such a fantastic body of work over the last two years.
Finally for this week, I must of course remind you that it is now only 9 days until the London
Heads’ Dance Society Strictly event (gulp). Mark Webster and I had our last rehearsal with our
coach on Wednesday and we’re actually beginning to look vaguely competent, which is
enormously exciting. My costume has (finally) arrived and the fabulous Head Girls have been
recruited to help me with hair and make up - my Strictly transformation will be complete! While
I appreciate that you may have many other demands on your Sunday evening, we’d love you to
join us and our celebrity judges and host for the event. You can buy your tickets here - and if
you cannot make it, please do consider making a donation to the wonderful charity icandance.
However the stars of the show this week are our wonderful students and staff. Nearly 100
students in the Senior and Junior School were involved in discussion groups with inspectors on
Thursday and more than 830 of whom completed the questionnaire. My thanks to them for
being their usual brilliant selves, for sharing their perspective on life at Channing, and for
throwing themselves (as always) into the events of the week.
I cannot thank the staff enough for the enormous efforts of this week and everything they have
done to show the inspectors their work at Channing. Every teacher and member of the support
team has gone above and beyond in demonstrating their care and commitment to the students
and the school - I could burst with pride!
They all deserve a jolly good rest this weekend and I hope that some slightly cooler weather will
make it all the more enjoyable. Whatever you are doing, I send my very best wishes as always.
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead

Enrichment Week
Please refer to letters sent home last week by Heads of Year for full details of events in each
year group every day
Monday 20 June 2022
08:30 Senior School ABRSM examinations, MS1
08:50 Year 9 First Aid Training
18:00 Geography Trip to Iceland Parents' Briefing (Virtual)
Tuesday 21 June 2022
Year 9 Take Your Child to Work Day
Wednesday 22 June 2022
Year 9 DoE Bronze assessed & PE Trip (depart 7:30am arrive 5pm)
Year 10 Take Your Child To Work Day
08:05 Year 9 Volunteers St Joseph's - Reading
08:30 Senior School ABRSM examinations in FH
08:30 GCSE Music listening exam in MS1
09:00 Year 7 & 8 Careers Day
15:30 Year 7 Latin Club (BH2) with St Aloysius & Parliament Hill
16:05 Year 7 Design & Tech Club at St Aloysius College
16:30 Year 12 Classics Trip: The Plague at Thebes, Oedipus & Antigone King's College Greek
Play at Greenwood Theatre
Thursday 23 June 2022
Year 8 Trip to Westway Sports Centre
09:30 Year 10 & 12 Careers Convention
Friday 24 June 2022
09:00 Year 10 Careers Work insight Morning
12:45 Year 7 Debating Club for Channing & St Aloysius students BH1

Forthcoming Events
Second Hand Uniform Sale
The Channing Association will be running a Second Hand Uniform Sale in the Dining Hall on
Monday 27 June at 3:30-4:30pm. Most items will be priced at £5 and we can now accept card
payments. If you have any uniform which is clean and in good condition that you would like to
donate to the sale, please leave it with Sheila in Reception. We can no longer accept the
old-style pink-trimmed PE Kit.

Notices
Emma Gleadhill Parent Webinar: Freedoms, boundaries and limit-setting in
anticipation of the post-pandemic summertime
For those of you who were unable to attend Emma Gleadhill’s last parent webinar of the year,
please feel free to access the recording using passcode U=5rut2r .

Chatting with Channing
In our latest episode of 'Chatting with Channing', we’re talking to
Mrs Jane Simpson, a former pupil (Class of 1960) who has had a
very successful law career. We’re talking to Jane about her school
memories and her career as a lawyer. We will also find out what
advice she would have had for her teenage self if she could go back
in time.
Listen on Spotify, Apple Podcasts or Google Podcasts.

Girls Enjoying Success
Sixth Form News
Year 10 Sixth Form Breakfasts
Year 12 enjoyed hosting Year 10 breakfasts each morning last week. It was a chance for them to
find out a bit more about Sixth Form life and their subjects being studied for A level. Our
thanks to catering for the strawberries and cream as well as the delicious pastries! In addition,
Year 10 will be enjoying a taste of both Sixth Form lunch and A level experience lessons before
the end of term and spending some time with Year 12 during next week’s Enrichment Week.

Year 12 PSHE
Writer John-Paul Flintoff (father of Nancy in Year 13) spoke to Year 12 last week on “How to
make an adequate speech”, ahead of their Channing Project presentations this week. He took
them through the who, where, what, why and how of delivering a speech, reminding them to
add emotion to engage their audience. His amusing collection of figures of speech and examples
of rewritten excerpts from books and newspapers gave them food for thought. Talking to large
groups of people is not usual and is understandably scary. He reminded them that it is right to
feel nervous!

Young Enterprise News
Our two teams, SCANdle and Sustainadoll, had a very busy weekend selling at both the Fair in
the Square in Highgate and the Junior School Summer Fair last weekend. Thank you to all those
Junior School Parents who bought some candles or a doll-making kit! The teams worked hard
to produce as much stock as possible and have now almost sold out. They have really enjoyed
the Young Enterprise journey and are now ready for The Apprentice - Alan Sugar, watch out!

Geography News
This week our twelve Year 12 Geographers travelled to Blencathra Field Studies Centre in the
Lake District to complete three days of fieldwork. Amazingly the weather was the best for
weeks, with some wonderful views across the spectacular upland landscapes. The group
investigated a range of key geographical topics including ‘Carbon and Water Cycles’, ‘Glaciated

Landscapes’ and ‘Sense of Place’. They gained many useful fieldwork skills which can be applied
to their upcoming Non-Examined Assessments. Miss Moor and Mrs Walker were incredibly
impressed by the academic passion and enthusiasm shown by the
group. The trip finished with celebratory certificates and prizes as the
group have been a joy to take away and a credit to Channing School.

Science News
Biology Challenge
During Science Week students were invited to participate in the Biology Challenge
Competition. Testing general biology knowledge, students took two 25 minute online papers.
Congratulations go to two Year 9 students for their entries: Catherine Stobart who has been
Commended and Anoushka Sitkey who has been Highly Commended.
MiSAC Annual Competition
All of Year 10 entered the annual Microbiology in Schools Advisory Committee competition as
part of their study of the microorganisms in the topic on cycles and the variety of living
organisms. Congratulations on the success of the joint entries by Tacita Twaddle, Eve Johnstone
& Amelie Singer and Lauren Smith & Maddie Pickard, which have been commended for design
amd creativity in the Key Stage 4 group in the 34th MiSAC Annual Competition: Microbes made
my lunch.You can see their entries here: https://www.misac.org.uk/2022winners.html.
Step into the NHS Competition
We would like to apologise that last week’s WFTH did not include the names of all the students in
Year 8 who were in the teams who were shortlisted into the top ten entries in London for this
year’s Step Into The NHS Competition. We would like to congratulate the two teams of Charlotte
W and Sophie R, and Lily B, Lulu S & Allegra L, all of whom will be awarded highly commended
certificates: well done!
Chemistry Schools’ Analyst Competition
On Wednesday 15 June two teams of Year 12 Channing
students (Bea d L, Millie E, Georgia M, Annabelle L, Flora P
and Amy W) competed alongside two teams of students
from Parliament Hill school in the Channing heat of the RSC
Schools’ Analyst competition. Students were given a
scenario in which they worked as analytical chemists
employed to help with the transformation of a family-owned

fish and chip restaurant. The owner of the fish and chip restaurant was interested in reducing
their impact on climate change and wanted to change suppliers for some of their ingredients to
those closer to the shop to reduce their carbon footprint, and to support local businesses
recovering from losses during the pandemic. The students needed to perform analytical tests to
make sure that the quality of the food would not suffer as a result of these changes; their task
was to help the owners to analyse the local flour, potatoes, and vinegar for qualities associated
with truly excellent fish and chips. The students had to work as a team to complete four
practical-based tasks in the time allocated, working together as well as independently in order
to collate the results and draw conclusions. Titration was used to determine the concentration
of the vinegar, chromatography was used to find the amino acid composition of the flour,
Benedict’s reagent was used to find the starch content of the potatoes, and thermal
decomposition was used to study the bicarbonate of soda. Dr Spinks was very proud of how
effectively the students were able to communicate with one another, and was impressed with
their strong practical skills. Well done!

Drama News
On Tuesday 14 June,Year 10 students performed extracts from 'DNA' by Dennis Kelly for their
Component 2 examination. Their nuanced interpretation of teenagers with a secret to hide was
beautifully staged by set designer Sylvie Yeong's creation of a field, a wood and a street. The
students shared their words thoughtfully, creating the appropriate dark tension fitting for this
unsettling story.

Music News
Music at Lunchtime
We had our final Music at Lunchtime event for the school year last Friday and it did not
disappoint! Stevie B started with a superbly communicated and choreographed performance of
'I'm not that girl' from 'Wicked' and Alice M followed with a beautifully poised rendition of
'Hello young lovers' from 'the King and I'. Then the first of our two clarinettists, Georgie M,
played a haunting performance of Bizet's 'Chanson Bohéme' immediately followed by Emma F's
romantic interpretation of Gade's 'Fantasiestucke'. We then moved to the string section with a
lively 'Giga' played on the viola by Maika P - a most accomplished performance. To end our
season of recitals Darcy D played the gorgeous 'Berceuse' by Amy Beach on the cello. If you
would like to listen to the recital then simply click HERE. We will be back in September!

Stunning ARSM Recital Rehearsal
Next week many students will be taking ABRSM examinations and Kezia C will be taking her
ARSM diploma on the saxophone - an impressive achievement at Year 9. On Monday she gave a
practice run of her recital to a select audience in MS1. Kezia achieves an astounding level of
musicianship and virtuosity that should not be missed - so do click HERE to listen to her
exceptional rehearsal.
Audition success
Congratulations to Hana D who has been successful in her recent audition to study at the
Centre for Young Musicians (CYM), part of the Guildhall School of Music and Drama from
September.
Alumna Leora Cohen - Violin recital at St Michael's
It was a real delight to take a group of musicians to St Michael's Church on Tuesday to listen to
one of our musical alumna, Leora Cohen, who was leader of the National Youth Orchestra in
Year 13 (2016/17), went on to gain a First in Music at Cambridge and has just gained a
Distinction for her Masters degree in Performance at the Royal College of Music. She played a
stunning violin sonata by Beethoven, followed by a heartfelt performance of Kreisler's
'Liebesleid'. Our current musicians were in awe of her musicianship and technical prowess!
Sports News
On Monday afternoon, two Year 7 cricket teams played in competitive cricket matches against
South Hampstead High School. The sun was shining and it was a beautiful afternoon for cricket.
Both matches showcased some great batting and effective fielding and some excellent bowling
resulting in many wickets being taken. There were some sensational 4 & 6s scored by both our
teams when batting and some excellent bowling resulting in both teams holding out South
Hampstead High School to singles and dot balls in a number of overs. Unfortunately, despite
some excellent team work and commitment South Hampstead High School defeated us in both
matches. The following players are to be congratulated: Talia G, Ella B, Eve M, Lily W, Finn C-B,

Cara P, Hattie H, Elfie W, Emma F, Sofia B, Darcy D, Dasha M, Abi N,Victoria C-E and Anna G.
Well done to you all.
The Year 8 & 9 tennis team also played against South Hampstead High School. There were
some high standard singles matches with Catherine S, Lucie T and Maggie W recording
excellent wins in their singles matches. Well done also to Rory D and Lucy G who were
narrowly defeated.
Careers News
Year 7
In preparation for participation in the National Enterprise
Challenge,Year 7 were treated to an inspiring talk by Sharon Jaffe,
an entrepreneur with a background in business and marketing. She
founded the CyClub, a successful spinning studio which has
weathered the storm of the pandemic and generously shared her
tips with Year 7 who asked a multitude of excellent questions.
Year 10
In preparation for an exciting week of careers and networking activities next week, Sarah
Lockett, a successful actress, broadcast presenter and journalist, thoughtfully addressed us with
a presentation on How to Present Yourself . Ms Lockett shared many tips from her own
personal experiences, including the importance of adjusting your body language to show
engagement and what your choice of clothing may suggest about you. Through an engaging
speech, she offered valuable advice about how to answer interview questions as well as tips to
show off your strengths. Lastly, she taught us how to deal with public speaking and to greet
colleagues professionally including practical ideas about how to tackle feeling nervous during an
initial meeting. Channing students now feel more confident to present themselves as competent
and eager future workers and to act professionally.

Elsa K,Year 10

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at the Junior
School. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing
Facebook Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
With Senior School Sports Day having taken place this week and ahead of the Junior School
Sports Day later this term, we would like to share some pictures of the pupils practising for
Sports Day in 1998.

