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William Ellery 
Channing 

William Ellery Channing 
was born in Newport, 
Rhode Island, United 
States of America, in 
1780 and died in 
Bennington, Vermont in 
1842. He was one of 
the greatest preachers 
of the 19th century and 
for 40 years, held the 
office of minister of the 
Arlington Street 
Church in Boston. He 
helped found the 
American Unitarian 
Association. While 
Channing was not a 
philosopher in the 
academic sense of the 
term, he was deeply 
involved in the 
developing theology of 
Unitarianism and was 
he was a thinker 
endowed with 
exceptional intuition 
and an infinitely rich 
imagination.  

Founders’ Day Programme

9.30 - 11.15am: Senior School open for parents, pupils and guests

11.15am: Pupils go to registration

11.20am: Parents and invited guests start to make their way to  
 the New Sports Hall, Founders’ Hall or the Arundel  
 Centre for the Service

11.35am: School to be seated in the New Sports Hall.  
 All guests to be in the areas allocated on their   
 tickets.

12.00 - 12.45pm: Founders’ Day Service

12.50pm: Pupils are dismissed directly after the Service and  
 should depart via the main School gates

1.00pm: School will close

Refreshments

Available in Founders’ Hall from 10.00am to 11.30am.

Lavatories

Adjacent to the lower ground floor Science laboratories and Ark 
Gallery (male) and the ground floor of Brunner House (female). Other 
facilities are signposted around the School.

Founders’ Day Holiday

There is a Founders’ Day holiday on Monday 4 July.  
School resumes on Tuesday 5 July. Term ends at 12.15pm on Friday 8 
July.

In the case of emergency evacuation

Pupils assemble at the Multi Use Games Area.   
Guests gather on The Bank.
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Senior School Exhibitions

Cover illustration:  
Reverend William Ellery Channing

1800s, Hand-colored woodcut
Credit:  

North Wind Picture Archives 
Alamy Stock Photo

Room(s) Subject(s)

D16/Art1/Art 2 Art

A7/10 Computing

T Room 3 Alumnae

C4/C5 Languages 

Ceramics Room Art: Ceramics 

MS1/MS 16/Sixth 
Form Atrium Music 

BH1/2 English 

The Arundel Centre Drama

BH3 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

BH4 Project Qualification (Years 10 & 11) and 
Extended Project Qualification (Sixth Form)

BH5 Classics

BH6 RE

BH7/8 History

BH9/10 Geography

D2/D3 Maths 

T Room 1 Economics

T Room 2 Politics

Library Library 

MUGA PE

LG3 Biology

L8 Chemistry

LG5 Physics

B3 Psychology

D1 Teen Tech

Library Partnerships & Careers
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Order of Service

READING BY THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS, MRS CINDY LESLIE

Education has three great objects.

The first is to have useful knowledge, by which we mean not only such as will have a direct bearing 
on the business of life, but such as will be a foundation of further acquisition of knowledge, and of 
a wise use of leisure, in all future years.

The second, which is still more important, is to give force to the intellect; to give it the command 
of all its powers; to train it to labour, to concentration of thought, to patient and accurate 
investigation, to broad views of subjects, to the true methods of reasoning, and to soundness of 
judgement.

The third and most important object is to fix those great principles of duty, and awaken those 
sentiments, which will insure the right and honourable use of the knowledge and the intellectual 
vigour of which we have spoken.

From the Memoir of William Ellery Channing, published in 1886

All stand 

HYMN 1

On Eagle’s Wings (accompanied by Founders’ Orchestra)
Words and Music: Michael Joncas (arr. Peter Boxall)

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
who abide in his shadow for life,
say to the Lord, ‘My refuge, my rock, in whom 
I trust.’ 

Refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand.

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
and famine will bring you no fear.
Under his wings your refuge,
his faithfulness your shield.     

Refrain

You need not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day;
though thousands fall about you, 
near you it shall not come. 

Refrain

For to his angels he’s given a command,
to guard you in all of your ways;
upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a stone.

And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand.
And hold you, hold you in the palm of his 
hand.

Music before the service starts:

Burt Bacharach Medley - B Bacharach
Crown Imperial - W Walton

Please be seated
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To educate a child perfectly requires profounder thought, greater wisdom, than to govern a state.

From Self-Culture: An Address Introductory to the Franklin Lectures, delivered at Boston 
September 1838, quoted in Channing’s Works

BENEDICTION – REVD. DANIEL COSTLEY

READING BY SIENNA RANSFORD, HEAD GIRL

All history bears living witness to the ceaseless progress of the mind. History represents a record 
not so much of man’s liberation as of his education, which is the cause of his liberation, and which 
is perpetually in motion. Those who complain of the dullness of their time, as well as those who, 
faced with the restlessness of their life, long for the past which seems stable to them, misinterpret 
the nature of man and of history. There have never been stable epochs in history.  Since life is 
continuous motion, each epoch has necessarily been one of tradition, just as each hour of our 
lives is an hour of transition, whether we realise it or not. Thus it is through progress that our 
mind changes and creates itself.

From the introduction to Channing Day by Day by Josė Chapiro, published in 1948

Order of Service

Please be seated

All stand 

HYMN 2

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind (accompanied by Founders’ Orchestra)
Words: J Whittier
Music: C H H Parry arr. Peter Boxall

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise
in deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word,
rise up and follow thee,
rise up and follow thee.

Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace,
the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm,
O still, small voice of calm.



6

Order of Service

READING BY MAYA KHIANI, HEAD GIRL

No human being exists whose character can be proposed as a faultless model. But, could a 
perfect individual be found, we should only injure ourselves by indiscriminate, servile imitation; for 
much which is good in another is good in them alone, belongs to their peculiar constitution, has 
been the growth of their peculiar experience, is harmonious and beautiful only in combination 
with their other attributes, and would be unnatural, awkward and forced in a servile imitator… 
No person should part with their individuality, and aim to become another. No process is so fatal 
as that which would cast all people into one mould. Every human being is intended to have a 
character of their own, to be what no other is, to do what no other can do. Our common nature 
is to be unfolded in unbounded diversities.

From Remarks on Associations: Fourth Annual Report to the American Unitarian Association, 
May 1829 quoted in Channing’s Works

All stand 

CHANNING HYMN

Words: Edmund Blunden
Music: Percy Buck (arr. Peter Boxall) 

Now here assembled, old and young,
A company of Channing’s friends,
By one and all let thanks be sung
For what this Channing comprehends.

Let thanks be sung for hopes and dreams,
Which here may clear and clearer grow,
And for that spirit light whose gleams
Will travel further than we know.

Please be seated

Thus now assembled, old and young,
A company of Channing’s friends,
By one and all let thanks be sung
For grace that but in new grace ends.
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Order of Service

FOUNDERS’ CHOIR

‘O taste and see’ - R Vaughan Williams
‘Seasons of Love’ from Rent - Jonathan Larson

THE HEADMISTRESS’S ADDRESS BY MRS LINDSEY HUGHES

To include the presentation of the Rosslyn Hill Chapel Award by Dr Alison Bybee

Please stand as the stage party departs.
Please remain standing until the Governors and their guests have left the Hall. At the end of the service, 
pupils will be dismissed on a Year group basis and should depart the School via the main School gates.



Channing
The Bank, Highgate 
London N6 5HF

T: 020 8340 2328

Channing Junior School 
1 Highgate High Street, Highgate
London N6 5JR 

www.channing.co.uk

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4-18


