8 July 2022
Dear Parents,
How wonderful to be writing to you on the last day of the school year, in blazing sunshine,
celebrating as a community the end of an absolutely packed year of excitement, fun and
learning. So much has changed since this time last year and, as I have said repeatedly, in lots of
different contexts in the last two weeks, I could not be prouder of the school, its pupils and
staff, for their hard work and commitment since September.
Founders’ Day last Saturday provided the perfect opportunity to show off exactly that. It was
fabulous to see so many pupils visiting the classrooms with their parents to see the fruits of
their efforts and I enjoyed having the chance to speak to so many of you in person - at last!
The atmosphere around school was so happy and positive, and I understand now why Founders’
Day has always been considered such a highlight of the school year. I was also pleased that the
staff were able to share their enthusiasm and skills, in demonstrations, talking to you and
presenting the outcomes from their lessons.
I particularly enjoyed having the chance to speak to the whole community about some of the
key things we have achieved in this action-packed academic year. It made me smile to hear that
those of you watching in the Arundel Centre and Founders’ Hall joined in and clapped in all the
right places - I’m so pleased that, as we had hoped, you felt you were part of the action! My
address will be included in the 2021-22 School Magazine, which is due to be published early in
the Autumn term. For now, however, in case you missed it (or if you had such a good time
you’d like to see it again!) you can access a recording of the Founders’ Day Service on the
school website here.
With Monday off in lieu of having spent Saturday in school, I think many of us had that spring in
our step that comes from feeling like we might be doing something just a little bit naughty playing truant on a school day. In my case I spent the evening at Vicarage Road, the Watford FC
ground, with Elton John, who was playing the last UK date of his farewell tour. And yes, he even
played Don’t Go Breaking My Heart without me having to request it - and yes, I did do a bit of
my cha cha routine right there in the stand, much to the amusement (bemusement?) of those
around me. It seems that, having told everyone that I won’t carry on dancing, that may not be
true…
However, one group of people who certainly didn’t play hooky at the weekend were the
ever-intrepid Silver DofE team, who set off with the Year 10 cohort on Sunday for their
assessed expedition. Cue all the usual merriment and mishaps that can only come from three
days of teenagers navigating and camping across the South Downs. I am always in awe of how
these students take this in their stride (pun absolutely intended!) and my hearty congratulations
to all who took part and passed their assessment.

Not ones to relax and coast into the end of term, though,Year 10 followed up their DofE
expedition with two days of Life as Sixth Formers back at school. They took their
responsibilities very seriously: attending in Sixth Form dress code, going to assembly, subject
lessons and Enrichment with Year 12, sampling some of the subjects which are only available at
A level, and on Wednesday eating so much toast in the Sixth Form Centre that they ran out of
bread!
They have undoubtedly gained a huge amount from the experience and I know that Year 12
really enjoyed having the opportunity to get to know them better while passing on their hints
and tips for surviving GCSEs and thriving in the Sixth Form. It was also great to welcome so
many Year 10 parents into school on Wednesday evening to tell you more about what they had
been up to, what you can expect in Year 11 and an outline of what comes after, including how
the careers and UCAS processes work at Channing. If you were not able to join us, a recording
of the event was shared with all Year 10 parents in an email yesterday and I highly recommend
taking the time to watch it when you can.
In fact, in just three and a half days this week there have been successes, achievements and
victories going on all over the place, including Zara Jefferies in Year 7 winning the national award
for Most Enterprising Student at the Air Products Sustainability National Careers Challenge
Finals at the International Convention Centre in Birmingham yesterday;Year 12 band War on
Flora absolutely rocking the AC on Tuesday with their first solo gig and the Sixth Form Charity
Fair at Thursday lunchtime ending the year with sweets and silly games.
It’s no wonder, then, that we all need a jolly good rest this holiday. But I also know that a lot of
people will be jetting straight off for action-packed adventures both near and far, and that’s as
true for the Channing team as for you and your families. Fresh from his successful presentation
on Fearless Learners at the Wellington College Education Festival yesterday, Mr Boardman leads
the intrepid geographers and staff team on their trip Iceland today, whilst the Gold DofE groups
will be departing on Saturday for their assessed expedition. With a heatwave forecast to hit the
UK over the next few days, I wish them every success in navigating their routes and staying
hydrated. My thanks to all the staff who are giving up the first part of their holidays to
supervise and facilitate these trips.
In addition to waving off those going on our trips, we have also said goodbye to some of our
staff this week. As I mentioned at Founders' Day, a number of people are leaving Channing for
new adventures or a life beyond teaching. Ms Lisa Wilkinson, teacher of Drama, is heading into
the world of publishing, and Mrs Sarah Walsh, Head of Psychology, leaves to pursue a new
career as a psychotherapist. Ms Zara Hursay, Head of History, is joining the Metropolitan Police
fast-track detective scheme while Miss Cathy Arnold, Science teacher and Duke of Edinburgh
Award Coordinator, is taking a year to travel and see the world.
We bade a sad farewell to Ms Karin Hurst, first Head of Drama and then part-time Drama
teacher at Channing for the past seven years. We wish her very well for a long and happy
retirement with her husband and family. Also undertaking new adventures (I am under very
strict instructions to be clear that this is NOT retirement) is Dr Nicky Devlin, part-time
teacher of Classics and Greek at Channing for the past 19 years.

Some staff are leaving for relocations, including Ms Jess Bramhall of the Geography department,
who has spent the full 16 years of her teaching career at Channing and is off to Dorset for a
new life in the country. Ms Ally Cann of the English department is heading to the Colegio Anglo
Colombiano in Bogotá, Colombia and Mrs Sheila Mahmood, Science teacher, finally returning
home to Canada with her family after accidentally spending 20 years in London, 16 of which
have been at Channing. We also say farewell to Dr Anna Kennedy, after 10 years’ sterling work
in our Science department, although she is only moving across North London.
Particularly exciting are those people leaving us for promotions in other schools. We send off
with our love and very best wishes Miss Emily Moor to become Deputy Head of Geography at
Queen’s Gate School; Mrs Kate Kavanagh to become Second in English, in charge of establishing
Sixth Form English, at City of London Academy Highgate Hill; and Ms Polly Evernden, after 11
years as Head of English, to become Director of Studies at Walthamstow Hall School in Kent.
All of these fantastic staff will be missed and we thank them for their hard work in the service
of the school – good luck.
As we embark on the summer break, then, given the frenetic pace of school life during term
time - and the constant bombardment of the news cycle beyond it - I have been pondering
more on that line of William Ellery Channing’s which I used at Founders’ Day about ‘a wise use
of leisure’. I know that we will all find our own ways to relax this holiday and in conversation
with Mr Meier yesterday I was struck by how completely differently we like to start our breaks.
I need several days to unwind, detach myself from the busyness of school and mentally let go of
it all before I can truly immerse myself in being on holiday. Indeed, as I mentioned once before
in Word from the Head back at the start of the October half term, the Pyjama Day is a
significant feature of life in the Hughes household. Putting me on a flight and sending me off on
holiday this weekend would be a hopeless waste of time and money, as I wouldn’t be able to
enjoy the surroundings or activities at all until I have completely decompressed.
Mr Meier, it transpires, is the total opposite. He’d have been on a flight tonight if he could, but
in fact is waiting until Sunday. He needs to drop everything for an immediate and total change
of scene to reinvigorate him after a busy term - and that is certainly what he has had! I’d like to
express my thanks to him publicly for a fabulous first term in post as Deputy Head. He has
made a significant impact already, not least in his confident leadership of operations for the ISI
inspection a few weeks ago. On that note, we have received and signed off the draft inspection
report this week and I look forward to sharing the final report with you all when it is published
in the autumn.
For now, then, however you choose to recharge your batteries over the holiday, my thanks for
your support and congratulations on all your childrens’ achievements. Have a wonderful
summer!
With warmest wishes,
Lindsey Hughes
Headmistress

The Week Ahead
Friday 8 July - Tuesday 12 July 2022
Year 11 - 12 Geography Trip to Iceland
Saturday 9 July - Thursday 14 July 2022
Year 12 DofE Gold Assessed
Thursday 18 August 2022
A Level Results Day
Thursday 25 August 2022
GCSE Results Day
Saturday 3 September 2022
Sixth Form Ball - The Refinery at Regents Place
Monday 5 September 2022
Year 7 & 12 Induction Day
Tuesday 6 September 2022
Start of Term

Notices
Emma Gleadhill Parent Webinar: Freedoms, boundaries and limit-setting in
anticipation of the post-pandemic summertime
For those of you who were unable to attend Emma Gleadhill’s last parent webinar of the year,
please feel free to access the recording using passcode U=5rut2r .
Islington Festival of Music and Art - 15 - 24 July 2022
Born out of the local garden concerts organised after lockdown in the summer of 2020, the
Islington Festival aims to recreate the community spirit that inspired us during that time and
bring people together to experience high quality live music and art.
Following the spectacular success of the Inaugural Festival last year, we are proud to announce
the 2022 Festival this summer, featuring 14 events over a 10-day period in July, in 5 contrasting
venues. For further information visit https://www.islingtonfestival.com/.
Lauderdale House: Hegley & Cannelloni Family Show
An abundance of fun and laughter with music, magic, poetry and participation, this musical
cabaret is a fabulous night for the whole family! Featuring mandolin player extraordinaire and
legendary Peoples' Poet John Hegley, with Otiz Cannelloni, minimalist magician and maximum
jokes, plus the sensational Lorraine Bowen,singer, songwriter, comedian, musician and star of
Britain's Got Talent.
Date: Thursday 28 July 2022
Tickets: £15
Doors open for picnicking at 6.00pm and the café will be open
Show starts at 7.00pm and ends at approximately 9.00pm (with an interval)
More information can be found here.

Summer Workshops
TeenTech
Over the summer holidays, TeenTech will be running live virtual
workshops in Coding and Animation. These sessions are highly
interactive, and students will be able to receive live support from
industry experts and ask questions live! For more information please
go to TeenTech Workshops .
Small Peice Trust Events
The Small Peice Trust offers engineering courses which enable
students to fuel their passion for STEM subjects. These multi-day
courses give an insight into life beyond the classroom and introduce
students to industry leaders and get young people with similar interests working together on
hands-on projects. For more information please visit; https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/events
Summer Reading Challenge - Read for Refugees
Pupils are encouraged to take part in a sponsored read aiming to raise money for the UNHCR
this summer. The campaign is called the Read for Refugees Sunflower Challenge and it's been
organised by school librarians with support from the School Library Association. The idea is
that pupils ask friends and family for sponsorship for reading over the summer holidays - per
chapter or book read or per hour spent reading. Donations can be made directly on the
campaign's JustGiving page until 1 September 2022. For more information, please see this page
of the library website.

Girls Enjoying Success
Sports News
Cheerleading
Congratulations to the Channing Eagles cheerleaders, who
competed in the LCDA league on Sunday. The Channing
Eagles faced some tough competition but finished in 2nd
place!
The team has also managed to finish in 3rd place in the
league overall, which takes into account all accumulated
points and also how well they did at their fundraising. This is
a truly amazing accomplishment, especially as they are the
smallest team in the league.
National Swimming Championships
Best of luck to Eva HB, Lily W and Isabella T who will be competing in the National Swimming
championships in Sheffield in July. We wish you all the best of luck and look forward to hearing
about your results!

Year 7 Inter Form Football
On a very hot Friday afternoon, nearly 30 students took part in the inaugural Year 7 Inter-Form
Football Tournament on St Aloysius FC’s grass pitches. It was a wonderful way to mark the end
of the football season. Some excellent play was noted by the visiting coaches, and the players
should be very proud of their endeavours. After some very tight and skillful matches, the final
winner was decided by the last round of matches. Well done to all the students involved for the
very high standard of football played at the tournament, especially all the Football Captains, and
a special mention to 7CWi who won the overall tournament.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
On Sunday, the Year 10 students began their three day, two night Silver Duke of Edinburgh
Assessed expedition to Brighton, South Downs. Following their practice trip in April, the
students were able to use this trip to demonstrate their newly developed expedition skills. The
girls walked well and demonstrated excellent teamwork, navigation and camping skills. We were
blessed with excellent weather and even better views for the duration of the trip, making the
trip that much more enjoyable. Students were relieved to make it to the train station on day
three, where they received celebratory sweets with their expedition debrief and quickly made
their way back to London where they could take a well deserved rest. All groups passed their
assessed expedition section of their award - well done!

Science News
Year 10 experienced Sixth Form Science lessons this week, aided by the capable Year 12s. In
Biology, to illustrate the progression from GCSE to A-level, students applied their knowledge of
gas exchange and the circulatory system to either dissect the tracheal system of a locust, or
investigate how caffeine affects the heart rate of a live invertebrate Daphnia - a water flea. In
Chemistry, students developed their knowledge of rates of reaction, a topic that they study in
Year 10 at GCSE, to investigate the effect of temperature on the reaction between hydrochloric
acid and sodium thiosulfate. They were even able to tackle an A-level Chemistry question at the
end. And in Physics, students completed a wide range of activities that included investigating the
golden ratio relating to centre of gravity as well as looking at simple harmonic motion, polaroid
filters and the diffraction grating.

News from the Junior School
Please see our social media accounts to keep up to date with what’s going on at the Junior
School. Follow us on: Channing Instagram Account , Channing Twitter Account , Channing
Facebook Account and Miss_Dina_Hamalis Instagram Account .

Channing Archives
Founders' Day has always been a wonderful occasion where members of our wonderful
community celebrate the founding of the school together, and for pupils to showcase their
work. Traditionally pupils performed a play for guests as seen in this picture from the 1957
production of Everyman, the Greek allegory.

