


Your I/GCSE years
—a time to grow intellectually and personally

How thrilling to be standing on the threshold of your I/GCSE years. The next two years will see you grow and develop as
learners and as human beings. There will be different kinds of challenges from those you have been used to but also exciting
opportunities to stretch yourselves and discover your interests and strengths.

You will continue your transformation into Fearless Learners, underpinned by a wide-ranging programme of academic and
pastoral support, including further developing your study skills and making the most of an inspiring range of extra-curricular
opportunities. You will experience an increased emphasis on Careers support and the leadership opportunities available to you
will really begin to open up. This is an important but exciting step on the way to the Sixth Form and lays the foundations for
your future success and enjoyment of Sixth Form life.

In terms of specific /GCSE options, we offer a wide choice of I/GCSE subjects at Channing which allows you to maintain a
broad and stimulating academic base and to take advantage of a timetable that is unique to you. Your dedicated and experienced
teachers will help you to achieve academic success moving beyond the I/GCSE syllabus to expand your knowledge and expertise
in your chosen subjects. You will develop intellectual curiosity, learn to challenge and be challenged, and develop skills and
techniques vital to life far beyond school. We encourage every one of you to grow, try out new ideas, and become more fully
yourself.

With your unique timetable and greater independence, you will learn to be more responsible for yourself. Working with different
groups throughout the week will widen your circle of friends and experiences. Pupils in Years 10 and 11 play an important part

in the leadership of the school and you will develop confidence and maturity. Our supportive and caring pastoral team will guide
each of you through your I/GCSE years and encourage you to enjoy all the opportunities presented to you.

Our hope at Channing is to support you to become independent, confident, resourceful young adults, equipped for the journey of
life and keen to make a positive difference to the world. You will need many skills and qualities: kindness, intelligence, a sense of
community, resilience and creativity; you will also need initiative and flexibility, courage and perspective, and an understanding of
the spiritual, cultural and political influences that shape the world. Above all you will need wisdom, self-knowledge and integrity,
knowing and accepting your own limits and those of others.

Few of these attributes can be taught directly; the rest we hope you will acquire by yourselves, picking them up from the ethos
that surrounds you. Our aim is to establish and sustain that ethos, giving the right balance of freedom and obligation, hard work
and fun. Our experience, your energy, and good humour on all sides make for a winning combination.

We hope you enjoy it all.

Mr Meier

Senior Deputy




The start of Year 10 marks the beginning of your I/GCSE
courses and an important new stage in your school career.
Over the next few weeks, you will be making key decisions
about your options subjects. These choices form the
foundation of your future learning, preparing you for A Level
study and, beyond that, higher education. Ms Garrill, Head of
Year 10, and | are always available to offer guidance, and you
are also welcome to seek advice from Ms Wilberforce in the

Careers Office.

Most students will take 10 GCSEs although, for some, 9

may be more appropriate. This decision can only be made
following a discussion with me. Everyone studies the core
subjects of English Language, English Literature, Mathematics
and either Double or Triple Award Science. Beyond this, it
is usually best to choose a broad range of subjects to keep
as many future pathways open as possible. We strongly
recommend selecting at least one language, one humanity,

and one creative or practical subject.

Students taking Triple Award Science will work towards
three separate science grades in 2028 and may choose up to
four additional I/GCSEs. Those taking Double Award Science
follow an integrated science programme leading to two
science grades and benefit from the flexibility of choosing
five additional subjects. Options include Art, Classical
Civilisation, Computer Science, Drama, French, Geography,
German, History, Latin, Music, Physical Education, Religious
Studies and Spanish. Each optional subject has three lessons

per week.

You may also want to extend your academic programme

by taking a twilight course in Classical Greek in Year 10,

with the Intermediate Greek Certificate examined in June.
Students in the top Maths set will study Further Mathematics
alongside IGCSE Mathematics; those sitting for the Further

Maths Certificate at the end of Year 11 will have additional

lunchtime support sessions.

In addition, all students have the opportunity to take a
Higher Project Qualification, an independent research

project, worth the equivalent of half a GCSE.

These academic extension courses offer exciting
opportunities; thinking about how they fit with your musical,
artistic or dramatic commitments will help you create a
balanced programme that supports both your wellbeing and

your growth.

Your timetable will also include PSHE, core PE and our
bespoke Life Skills enrichment course, which help you
develop the skills and habits that support success beyond
school. Staying involved in co-curricular activities, sport and
music further builds the balance and resilience that prepare

you for the future.

Although we aim to accommodate as many subject
combinations as possible, this may not always be feasible.
You will therefore be asked to nominate a standby subject,
which will be used if your first-choice programme cannot
be arranged. Please note that some subjects may run at the
same time, and we reserve the right not to offer a course

with low demand or to limit numbers in practical subjects.

We will talk more about the practicalities and process

of making these choices at our in-person GCSE Options
Evening, which takes place on Thursday 15 January 2026
from 5.45pm. More information about this will follow in due
course. Your final choices must be submitted via an online
form by Wednesday 11 February 2026.

For now we hope you will enjoy reading this booklet, which
provides details of the core and optional subjects to support

you in making your decisions.




Your choices

Core Curriculum

English Language
English Literature
Mathematics (& Further Mathematics - top set only)
Science (either Double or Triple Award)

Choices

Pupils opting for Triple Award Science can choose up to 4 subjects. Pupils opting for Double Award
Science can choose up to 5 subjects. We strongly recommend that you study at least one modern
foreign language (MFL), one humanity and one creative/practical subject.

Art
Classical Civilisation
Computer Science

Drama
French
Geography
German
History
Latin
Music
Physical Education
Religious Studies
Spanish

Optional Extra

Classical Greek
Level 2 Higher Project Qualification

In any cases where a course is undersubscribed, the School reserves the right to withdraw the course.
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English Language and
English Literature

All pupils will follow courses in English Language and English
Literature, which will result in two IGCSE grades. The two
courses are designed to be complementary and we will
integrate them and teach them simultaneously. Both the
Language and Literature courses are entirely exam based
and contain no coursework. Pupils are taught in mixed
ability groups.

The students will read a wide range of literary, non-literary
and media texts, including Shakespeare and other pre-
twentieth century material. Literary texts are chosen for

their merit and cover all genres. As pupils annotate their

copies, it is department policy to buy the best and most
reasonably priced editions for pupils to purchase as their
own.

The English department aims to produce keen, independent
readers and confident writers. We enjoy developing our
pupils’ skills and enthusiasms when teaching IGCSE.

Examination board: Pearson International GCSE
Assessment: 100% examination
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Computer Science

Why study Computer Science?

The fun of computing! This course will stimulate interest and
engagement with technology and technology-related careers.
Looking to the future, information technologies continue

to have a growing importance, with a huge demand from
employers for people with a computer science skill set.

This qualification provides students with the opportunity to
operate confidently in today’s digital world, enabling students
to apply computational thinking in context.

The content and assessment approach for this qualification
has been designed to meet students’ needs in the following
ways:

*  Develop computational thinking skills — this qualification
provides students with the opportunity to operate
confidently in today’s digital world, enabling students
to apply computational thinking in context, across both
written and practical examinations.

Provide practical opportunities — students will be
encouraged repeatedly to design, implement and test
programs that provide solutions to problems. They will
apply their skills to produce robust programs and this
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will help them to progress to further/higher education
where practical knowledge and experience will be
required.

e Programming language — Python.
Pupils will develop the ability to:

*  apply the fundamental principles and concepts of
computer science, including abstraction, decomposition,
logic, algorithms and data representation;

analyse problems in computational terms through
practical problem-solving experience. This will include
designing, writing and debugging programs;

think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and
critically apply mathematical skills relevant to computer
science.

Examination board: Cambridge International
Assessment: 100% examined; Paper 1 - Theory
(50%) and Paper 2 - Problem-solving and
programming (50%).
















Modern Foreign Languages (French/German/Spanish)

Communicating your needs, feelings and opinions to people
who speak a foreign language, visiting their country and
understanding their culture and emotions in return, is
inspiring as well as personally satisfying. Mastering a Modern
Foreign Language opens up exciting opportunities for study
abroad and future careers with international focus. These
benefits are why we strongly recommend that you choose to
study at least one Modern Foreign Language out of French,
German and Spanish. Many pupils choose to study two as
they follow exactly the same IGCSE format. All of the skills
you will develop in the next two years are already familiar to
you:

Speaking — so that you can use the language to seek and
provide information, hold a conversation and express
opinions. In Year 10 and Year 11, in addition to your language
lessons, you will have a 30 minute oral lesson in a smaller
group every week to help you develop this very important
communication skill.

Listening — so that you understand what you hear in person,
on the phone or when listening to music and films. You will
have a subscription to ThisisSchool.com to enable you to do
lots of independent practice.

Reading — to enable you to understand everything from train
timetables to memes on instagram and newspaper articles.

Writing — to enable you to write letters, messages, poems
and stories and also understand how the language works.

Modern Foreign Languages are thriving at Channing. We offer
a range of clubs for Years 10 - 11. As well as the trips for each
language outlined below which provide immersion in real-

life language and culture, Channing pupils enjoy exceptional
success in competitions and university applications. One of
last year’s Year 13 leavers has just started studying French
and Beginners’ Russian at Oxford and another is relishing
Spanish and Beginners’ Italian at Cambridge.

Examination board: Pearson Edexcel
Assessment:

Paper 1: Listening (25%)

Paper 2: Reading (25%) & Writing (25%)
Paper 3: Teacher-conducted Speaking (25%).




Spanish

Why study Spanish?

A language spoken by over 600 million people, Spanish will
enable you to communicate with people across over 20
countries and 4 continents. As the second most spoken
language in the world, Spanish will be incredibly beneficial for
your future.

Some of the largest companies in the world, such as
Santander, Repsol, and Inditex, are Spanish, and often
prioritise Spanish speakers when recruiting. Spanish-speaking
countries are increasingly popular travel destinations, and
being able to understand and speak Spanish will transform
the experience of your travels. Spanish has become
omnipresent and there are increasingly more songs and TV
series in Spanish; being able to enjoy these in their original
language will considerably enhance your appreciation of
them.

A very rewarding part of the course is the opportunity to
learn more about Hispanic culture. To help facilitate this,
during your GCSE course, you will have the chance to
participate on our trip to Granada, where you will stay with
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a Spanish family and experience a full linguistic and cultural
immersion. You will have covered most of the grammar
needed for IGCSE by the end of Year 9. The Spanish
Department offers group sessions with our Spanish Language
assistant, and this additional provision helps contribute to
excellent results - 93% of students achieved a Grade 7-9 in
last year’s IGCSE.




https://www.eduqgas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_

keydocuments



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_keydocuments

A\
NN
WA
\

W
\\\\\\“\\\







Optional Extra: Level
2 Higher Project
Qualification

In addition to your GCSE choices you will also have the
opportunity to undertake a Level 2 Project Qualification

with AQA. Students spend 8 months learning higher '
academic reading, writing and presentation skills supervised

by a member of staff, before producing an extended piece

of project work on a topic of their choice in Year 11. The

process is an excellent means of developing independent

learning skills and accessing more academically challenging
material. Upon completion, students receive a GCSE-level
qualification accredited by AQA.
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Life in the I/GCSE years

Physical Education

All pupils benefit from an exciting programme of physical education, helping them to maintain their healthy lifestyle and encouraging
them to engage in a variety of sporting activities. Pupils in Year 10 can choose from a varied and stimulating set of activities that can
include basketball, volleyball, football, trampolining, fitness and outdoor games. The activities run in blocks with each block lasting for
half a term.

Students also have the opportunity to choose to take part in Sports Leaders Level 2 course. This is a formally recognised qualification
that involves both guided and peer-to-peer learning and supervised leadership to ensure that learners have all the skills they need to
lead basic physical activities.

Careers

Planning for your future becomes increasingly important at each educational stage and the Careers department will help prepare you for
choices. In Year 10, you will have bespoke careers talks, a workplace insight morning, and you will have the opportunity to accompany
an adult to their workplace to give you a taste of the world of work. In the summer after your |/GCSE examinations, you will be
encouraged to take up a work placement. Over the two years, you will be invited to attend careers talks and events at which you will
meet professionals from different fields of work. You will complete Morrisby Vocational Guidance aptitudes and psychometric testing
and receive a tailor-made report containing A Levels, degree course and career suggestions which you will discuss with the Head of
Careers. You will also have A level choices interviews with members of our senior team.

PSHE - What to expect in Year 10
Autumn term

Pupils will attend lessons devised by the school counsellor to help them to recognise and manage anxiety. In Drug Awareness Education
pupils will will investigate ‘units’ and examine the dangers associated with binge drinking and the impact of long term alcohol abuse.

As part of Relationships and Sex Education pupils will learn how to recognise sexual exploitation in a lesson devised by CEOP (Child
Exploitation and Online Protection) and they will also attend a lesson to raise awareness of what is meant by the terms miscarriage and
reproductive health. Pupils will participate in a workshop to develop their understanding of Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) and
will learn how to protect themselves and prevent the spread of STls. In addition pupils will investigate the meaning of ‘extremism’, and

identify the damaging effects it can have on community cohesion. This forms part of our commitment to the National Prevent Initiative.
Spring term

Pupils will develop skills to recognise and evaluate arguments, defend rights and understand conflicts. In Careers, pupils will explore op-
portunities and record their skills and activities using Unifrog, our destinations platform and learn about pathways and potential careers
from invited guest speakers. Pupils will learn about different types of contraception in Relationships and Sex Education. They will also
attend a seminar by The Rap Project which will examine the potentially negative impact of pornography on the expectations and experi-
ences of young people. In addition, they will also explore possible signs of abuse within teenage relationships, discuss domestic violence

and investigate support groups. Furthermore, pupils will investigate the importance of donating blood.
Summer term

Pupils will participate in a range of activities organised by the Head of Careers and often led by external speakers and organisations
which will enable students to find out more about different pathways and types of career. In addition, pupils will investigate how
mindfulness could help them stay calm and reduce day-to-day stress. For exam preparation, pupils will learn about effective summarising,
identifying key words on exam papers and preparing for the day of the examination. Pupils will fill out self-evaluation questionnaires to

help them to reflect on their learning and to see what progress they have made this year in PSHE.
PSHE - What to expect in Year 11

Autumn term

Sex and Relationships Education

Pupils will investigate consent, and discuss what constitutes sexual harassment in the workplace. In addition, pupils will participate in

lessons designed to raise awareness of reproductive health and the menopause.
Life Online

Pupils will examine the role of technology in teenage relationship abuse. They will also consider how posting images could lead to regret,
including sexting.

Personal Safety



Pupils will attend a seminar given by The Rap Project to raise awareness of sexual exploitation and rape, and explore potential strategies

to reduce risk.
Citizenship

Pupils will attend lessons designed to raise awareness of how different societies can limit the potential of women, including with violence

and (so called) ‘honour’ related abuse.

Drug Awareness Education

Pupils will learn about the potentially harmful outcomes for people addicted to prescription drugs.
Careers

Pupils will return to update their Morrisby profiles to help identify their strengths and consider potential career pathways. In addition,

students will begin to use Unifrog to help them with gathering evidence for University and further education course applications.
Spring term
Careers

Pupils will attend option events and have a series of lessons devised by the Head of Careers to explore career pathways and help guide

them with their A Level choices.
Health and Wellbeing

Pupils will attend lessons devised to raise awareness of breast cancer and cervical cancer. They will also have lessons designed to help

them understand the decisions made by women who have experienced crisis pregnancies.

Economic Wellbeing

Pupils will complete a financial awareness module designed to help them to understand their bank accounts and plan ahead.
Drug Awareness Education

Pupils will attend a powerful and informative drug awareness seminar given by a recovering addict.

Summer term

Study Skills

Pupils will use lessons to revise in preparation for their GCSEs.

Evaluation

Pupils will complete self-evaluation questionnaires to help them to reflect on their learning and to see what progress they have made in
PSHE this year.
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CHANNING

Channing

The Bank, Highgate
London N6 5HF

T: 020 8340 2328

www.channing.co.uk

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4-18

Although all statements in this prospectus are believed correct at the time of going to press, details may naturally change from time to time.



